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Blood and Fire Blood and Fire

Blue and White are the colors used for Infantry. The wavy partition line denotes

the Rhineland. The European wild boar, noted for its courage and fierce fighting

qualities, symbolizes the vigorous spirit of the regiment and the European campaign
honors awarded during World War II.

Battle Honors

Ardennes/Alsace Campaign
Rhineland Campaign
Central Europe Campaign
Combat Infantrymen's Streamer
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255TH IRFANTRY REGDLENT

ROGIMERTAL, HISTORY

s s

, - 31 DECZMEER 194l - 31 JANTARY 1945
moved by truck during the night of 31 December 194k - 1 Jenuary 1945 from
Czmp &'Oberhofen WR 0921 northward toward the Sarreguenines — Bitche fromt.
On 45 arrival in the XVth Corps area it was attached to the 100th Infantry .
Division. - ' . s SN e T

S

On 1 Jzausry the 1st and 24 Bettallons toox up defensive positiecns
on' the Mpginot Line glong a froat of gpprorimately 6000 yerds running -
east and northeast from the town of Wittring 5650* in a bend of the
Sarre= River and junst to the north of the two villages of Achen 5943 and
Sinzlinz £243. The 3d Battalion moved to on assembly area in Ranling 6243.
At 0500 1 Jonuary it wos ordered to becare the reserve battalion for the
100th Division being detached fraom the 255th Iafantry: the battallon moved
by marching to teke up poesitions near Homtbronmn 6845, southeast of the
rest of the 255th Infantry and 1a the erea of the 395th Infantry Regiment.
During the szme day the regimentzl commend most was established at Oermingen
FSLL. On the left flenx of the regimental frout were elements of the 253d
Infentry Regiment, attnmched to the LYth Infantry Division, 2nd on ihe rizat
flenk was the 397th Infantry, one of the reginents of the 100th Infaeatry
Division. : :

After nizhtfall of New Year's Day the 3d Battallon, less Compeny I
w¥arich had been committed at Lemberg 7344 during the day, wes moved by
truck into Lemberz, H0C00 yards to the east of Montdbromn 68‘43, to rein—
force the 339th Infaniry Hegiment in its defense of the town. The
battalion wmderweat a 1igat artillery barrage dwrizg the night, and early
on the moraing of ths second of Jenuary, having been rellsved, returned
by foot %o Montbromn, reverted to regimeatal control, and vprepared to
toxe wp raserve defensive positions to the north of Scamittwiller 5945
2nd Kalhavsen 5747, beaind the other twa babizlions of ths 255tn Infantry.
Heanwails the 1lst gnd 2d Bpttelions occupled a relatively inzctive front
altnorga to their left flanic there was enemy tonke activity and otaer enemy
act ivity =long the freout of the zijacent 7lst Infantry Eeglmeat.

* 311 grid co-ordinstes refer.to thos ssries "Bastern Frence 1/50,000".
The two sheeds referrel %o hare s~re Sarreszuexlines (KC&TI—].}) arnd Bitcae
(XXX711-13). The zoaz Yetter "' has bgen ositted. FProper nzmes gppess
wita the sp2llimz used o2 the map even thouzh othar spellings may be
mu=a c3=mon, T.Ze, 'Serme® in place of ¥Seaxl.



( BZGINENTAL HISTOXY (

Azain after nirsatfall, on 2 January the 3d Batlalion of the 255th Infantry
noved by truck to Encheanberz 71Lb, betwsen Montbronn and Lemderg where the .
battalion hod been the nizht before. The battallon marched by fool fram
Inchenberg 7146 northenst to Lanbach 7243, a town in a mowtain valley in the ‘
area of the 399th Infentry. Here agzin the battalion took defensive vositions,
this time arownd Lambach and the adjacent town of Glassemberg 7348. The
battalion remained in these positions mtil relieved on tho nigat of 5-5
January. It imuoroved its defensive positions and operated patrols dwring thi
period. OCne of these patrols was noteworthy becauss of its success. = - _

At 2315 on the night of 3 January a comdat patrol of 24 menm of the 3&
Platoon of Company X of the 255th Infantiry led by 2d Lt Ealgh S. Hatlock, :
0557135, weat out through our lines south of Lambach 7248 almg a rowe going
southeast from the town mcross the open terrain betweea two hills to the =
edge of the woods avproximately a mile away, thea northeast along the woolds
toward Reyersviller 7543. The return route was to proceed northwest from
Reyersviller and then generally westward slong the northern slopes ol the
hill whose southern slope, cbout a thousend yards to the south, the vatrol
had skiri~d on its outward route. The nission was to clear of eneny for a
depth of fifty yzrds the woods wnica the patrol was to ealer on going out,
to gtiack end destroy six buildings in Reyersviller, end to comb the woods on
the return route.

As the patrol sorroached Hill 427 et 7USL5L, it received heavy macaine
gu firc from two guzs on the hill. Shortly later »nd further zloag, the
matrol wes fired on by e machine pistol fifty yards away to its rigat front
ond Yy two machine gwms tp its left reer. The le=d scout moved up and threw
e hond grenzde into tho open emplecement from vaica the machine pistol had ‘
been fired. His greazde killed four cneny. At the same tine others of the
petrol had crawled arowmd to the rear of the two machire g positions on the
left. These men threw hand grenades =nd white phosporus greaades, killing
the two enemy in one wosition. A white phosphorus grenade siruck ome German
in the other gun positioa. He scrazbled out, clawing his face ard trying to
surrender, but the otker German remained at the machine gun. 3oth were -
killed. ' e

With ‘these three enemy positions lmocked ouwt the patrol broke througa
the enexy's outpost line of resistence to the woods at 74504305, the woods
they were to clezr to a deoth of fifty yards. EHere the patrol raceived
rather heavy rifle fire znd engazed in 2 fire fight with what avpezred to
be at least 2n enemy sgued armed with two machine pistols besides the rifles. .
Here two of the patrol were killed or seriously wounded. .

After the fire fishat only eiznt of the men reported to the rzllying
point. The vatrol leader with these eiZ:t men, by movirng to the left of the
encay into the woods, was adle to outflaak the positions and go on. Tae
reduc=d patrol fowmd rno eneny pctivily in the woods ot 747486 beyord the
crest of Hill k27. thouz: the patrol was sble to odtain only poor odser-
vetion of Reyersviller from outside, five men wen® intc the town. They
entered it undetected, fired anti-tant grenades at 2nd threw nznd grenades
into the windows of tares buildinzs on the edg= of town. Afterwards thelr
investizetion of thase buildings seemed to sanow then to ba wmoccmoied,
thows as the patrol withdres it recaived rifle fire froa tas center of town.



The nlne-man patrol, under occasiomal mortor fire, followed generally the
planned route on returning. :

At 0330 eigat other members of the patrol, two of them walking wownded, - -
came back through our lines. An hour later, the rest of the patrol retuned
with the body of one of the two men hit during the fire fight at the woods. -
The patrol had killed or wounded at least thirty enemy with a loss of one of -
its men killed and one missing. _ S

Lot i

Meanwhile the other:.two battglions of the 255th Infantry had beea e
sttacked, had held, ond moumted a successful cowmterattack. During 2 Jenvary
tho enemy exerted pressure agzinst a nwber of points along the front held by -
the Wth Irfontry Division, whose right bowndary ren northeosterly ecross the
‘seconda.y front held by the 1st and 2d Battzlions of the 255th Infontry. The
eneny bezon at- 0155 by infiltrzting between the 7lst Infantry Reglrent, the
right element of the L4th Division, and the left flank of the 337th Iafantry, .
the 1le‘t element of the 100th Division. The sttack came against the 24 e
Battelion of the 7Jlst Infantry in the vicinity of Mcronville Ferme 633550.

Tne 2d Battolion of the Jlst Infentry withdrew and fell back wupon positicns
6254, about 1700 yards southeast, held by the 24 Bettalion of the 253¢
Infeniry along the railroed trocks rumning northwest and southezst between
Gros—Rederching 6252 2nd Rizling 6555. By 0500 the enemy was digging in at
his newly-gained tositions end leter sent troozs to occupy le Schlossberg,
high ground overlooking tte railroed, vhere he remained in spite of sxtdllery
fire which wos directed upon him during the morning. Just after noon two
eneay planes dropped = few bombs on a farm aboxt 1200 yards east of Gros-—
Redercaing. This sector was reinforced at 1500 when the 3d-Battelion of
the 253d Infentry wes moved by motor to the vicinity of Gros-Rederching a2nd
attached to the 7lst Infantry. - ' :

" An hour ezrlier nearly 5000 yerds to the northwest, the Bliesbruck
sector 5957 of the Lltr Division's front had been attacked vwhen an eneny .
tank supported by infantry moved from the direction of the town and
forced one platoon of Company G of the 324th Infantry to witndraw fron
its positions 592573 near Kumstmthl, vositions whica enexy infantry then
occupied. By 1510 addit ional troops hzd arrived in support of this sec-
tor; the 1st Battezlion of the Jlst Infantry moved into the reserve area
nezr Grynd Viesing Ferme 573562. 3But enemy uressure continued dwilzg the
¢orly darkness against “he Jist Infantry front between Bliesbruck and
Gros-Relercaing, esvecizlly fron eneny in the Bols de Bliesbrucken 6055,
end the 3¢ Battzlion of tae 253d Infontry neer Cros-Rederching heard e
eneny tonvs to its front at 1558. The Bois de Blliestrucken area recoived
additional troops vhen the 24 Battalion of tke 1utkr Infartry, sttacked
to the Tlst Infzntiry, closed in the 2rez nesr the Eermeskepnel 587555 at
20LD. lievertheless, zt 2150 oze platoon of Caopany € of the 71st Infentry
wzs comnleted surrcunded and cut off by enemy infentry. '

Three hours before, eremy artillery hod bzzun firicg on the Folpers-
viller sector 555% of trhe lice held dy the 32Uth Infantry znd vpon the
sector held by the 11Uth Infaniry at Sarreguenines.



© About 2230 the ensmy had begun to shell the vicinity of Gros-Zeder— ~
ciing, end thrse howrs later, early in 3 January shells wers falling on
the forwerd positions of the 24 Batialion of the 255th Infentry, extend-
ing frcm near the rigat bank of ths Sarre opposite Wittring approximately =~ o
3500 yards eastward to just east of Achen. Mortar fire began lending near
 the Command Post of Company E =2t 0330. The 3d Battalion of the 2532 e
" Infentry began = withdrawal from Gros-Rederching. At 0435 an Anti-Temk . =
~ officer of that battalion, arriving at the Command Post of the 24 Bat- - .- -
" talion of the 255tk Infantry, reported being driven from the town. -He - Pl
" nad.fired on two German tanks during the day, but had had no centact with ...° .
“the rest of his wit since the day before and believed the other amti- .~ -
tank’/guns had beer lost in the town. Beczuse of this withdrawel on its - -
~ left flzrx the 397ta Infantry moved a company to Rohrbach, south of Gros- -
.Rederching. At 0b20 Company F of ths 255tk Infantry reported havieg had .. . .
‘& sergeant with forty men from Ccmpany I of the 253d Infentry withdray 7.
- through their lines. Shortly thereafter one squad from the 2d Plaboon = "
_of Anti-Tank Company of the 255th Infeontry repulsed an enemy cozbatb patrol - ..
~ north of Achen. The abtiack had begmm. @ gm . R B R

1 " Phe enemy, estimated to be 150 SS troops with four tanks and re-

- ported to be of the 38th SS Panzer Grenadier Regiment, began the assault
“on the town shorily after 0700 and by 0900 was in possession of the town.
The attack started with a great deal of small arms 2nd maczine gun fire
from directly northk of the-town and to the left front of Compeny B. Zaneny
morter fire continued to f2l1 on the town, starting several fires. At

0800 Company F moved its Command Post from the town to a position 1000
yerds northwest a few minutes before two enemy tanks ent ered the northern
sector. of Achen followed by infantry. DLzter one of the tanks withdrew.
Witk this attack on the town there was also ax attack orn the rigat flonk
of the 1st Battalion, almost directly soutk of Gros—Reder ciing. A number

_ of tanks were moving zboul in this viciaity to the front of Company e .
. west of this area, at 08L45 three tanks started out of the woods 1500 yards
- porth of Achen, moving toward ths town. Company F, receivinghezry ceanon,
fire, bezen to move towzrd tha right in the direction of 1st Babtalion
positions where, north znd Just east of the town, Company 3 was receiving a
 strong attack from eneny infentry who were reported at 0855 to be seizing
Cozpany B positions ard taking scme prisoners. At 0845 the Command Post of
Company H had received a direct hit frcm ortillery, ard the Comzard Post
wes moved to the west of town. The 2d Platocn and the Mine Platoon of
Ansi-Tenk Compeny 21so withdrew under strong fire free the enemy tanks ;
vnich czme frcm the woods norta of Achen. = . - I

Heznvhile the rezircent's cowmter-attack wes being prevared. Company
A hzd been reported moving toward Achen at G320, ard at 0830 the HRzgi-
mental Executive Cfficer hed directed that Ccempaxy G showd be moved for—
ward to force the en=my out of Achen. By O9U5 the enemy aivence had bzen
slowed; Compazny A was nezr the towa and found that elements of Com»any 3B,
still north of town, were in a position to give some assistance in est:2blisa-
inz a defensive line. - . 3 s



hen elements of Comrany I of the 25_;.6. Infentry were reported falling _
back ond withdrewing tkrough owr-lines, The Commanding’Officer of the 2551:}1
Infsntry asked for artillery support for the regiment. At 070Q the
Commanding Generzl of the 100th Division informed the Cmmdl;g Offig?r
that the 495th Armored Field Artillery Battalion was to heve ta.is,, ugport
missivn. This wit was in bivouac in Achen and Etting, and’ ‘some plements of
it were engulfed by the enemy attack on Achen. At 0850 the raginent still
had na artillery support but was informed that the 495¢h’ .&rmoreé.‘ﬁ'iel& .
Artillery was in process of moving back to positions near Oermingen 554k .9
from where 1t would send lipison officers gnd esteb‘,l_ ish cmmicﬁcion with :
the front. Shorily after ‘daylight Cannon Compeny of the 255th" Infant:;y, with its
Commanding Officer acting as forward observer on the rié_gc 601}4 east: of Achen,
begen to. fire observed fire on the western ‘section of the town. SE131.in
positions from waich it had been firing on the zrea arousd Gros—Redcrching,
Cznnon Compery hod been forced to delsy its fire beczuse of lac_. of . cqruainty o
about the location of the Lith Division troops withdrewing througn our ‘lines.
As soon as contact with the front-line troops of tha 255th Infa.ntry ‘made it -
clear that the eancmy already held the town ‘and that’ Ccm'ca.nles E-and F of the .~
regiment had talien positions owkside the town to the south. Cangon: an‘nany
tegen its shelling and conbinued to fire with good effect 'Lmtil the tow; Wes
reoccunied by owr troops, being esmecially effective azainst™enemy’ Xroop
concentretions atteanting to withdraw nort wwerd from the town. Cannon Ccmpany.-' g
received no cownter-battery fire. il Bt m » |

_ Cmran;r G louncaed its. comter-—.;tta.' frcc-. souzhwest of ‘the to‘am. sho..tl:;
after 1030. For = tine one of its plaztoons was p:umcd down 100 yg,rds autcide
of Achen by mzchire gwa fire, but the rest of the- a‘ctac_" went’ fOI'haI‘ .5
platoon of Comrery A attacked from north of the town in- co—ordidetion‘with
Company G and azpinst enemy in a pilldox:-on’that-edge of' the v‘illage as well
2S against enemy atterpting to enter through a wooded d.rd.w 6050 in that”
sector. At 1300 word came for the cannorns and mortars to cesse firin=' on the
town because ths 2d Platoon of Company A ha ad entercd.

A short while after Company A entered the ‘town, st Scrghant ‘rfilson ancL
Private Cybulski of that ccapany asked their Ccmnen,?' Ccomeander for and
received permission to try to start an sbandoned armored vehicle Hhich th-y had-
come upon. Under sniper from the western end of town the two enlisted. mcn
mvestigpted the vehicle, decided that it lacked only fuel, took the s*o_ajre
gosoline cen frem a destroyed truck nearby, and started tha armored vehic.lo.
Thzy used it to cover the sguals of Company A'es they moved from homc’to
bouse flushing oul the enery. then the Company A sector of The town- e.s
cleared, the sergesnt maneurered into position to fire on and kill the-crews
of two machine zuns nerthwest of town wao were holding up the ad¥znce of
Cempany G. Vhile ne was doing so, four enemy who were’ hiding in® the vader-
brush nearty Szw tae vehicle and su:rre‘zfiercd. ‘ s

By 1530 Compzzy G had occupled the sm_thern part of »he to “thougn .
tWo caemy tznks still remained in the northern sector. There wes still™
eneny resistance in zad earownd the village. b By DY



-

This resistance continued all nigat. An estimated company still held
out betweea the 18t nnd 2d Battalions to the north end west of town, but
there was no activity on the flenks in front of Comvenies C end E nor to
the front of Cempany F. In Achen itself the eney held several houses ard
outoide the town to the northeast and northwest occupied two pillboxes.
Froa these they fired during the nigat. However, one enemy tank was ab-
endoned in the town, the crew managing to escepe in the direction of |
Cros—federching. Civilieans, questioned, sazid that the enemy planned to
rovirn ot 0700 in the moraing with more tenks. -

In the meantine reports hod arrived that friendly trooos were to be
atlezckdng Gros-Rederching. 3By 1030 wmits of the 5tt (French) Armored Div-
ision, having moved north througn Etting (a town erroneously reported
occunied by 200 Germans and two tar‘is) had seized the town.- (The 3d Bat-
tolion of the 253d Infaniry which was driven from Gros-Rederching hod -
been reported wiped ovt, but 7O enlisted men frem that ucit reached Com—
peny A of the 255th Infontry at 1350, in time to be fed at the evening
mezl.) Ib was intended that elements of the Yitn Division should occuny
Gros-Hederching so that the Freach Armored mnits could withdraw. To hold
the town until relieved by wmits of the L4uth Division, one platocn of
Company C of the 255th Infentiry went to Gros-Redercaing. It arrived to
find that, because of irncreasing enemy ertillery and strong attempts by ths
eneny to move in, the ITench unit wvas planning a withérawal. The Germazs
were reported to heve noved into the town with four Anmerican Sherman terks
manned by Znglish-sreeaking crews. After the arrival of tae platoon from
Company C, the artillery fire folling on Gros-Rederching from both eneny
and friendly batteries wos so heavy, particularly frem friendly artillery,
that the troops took cover. Most of the platoon remained in"%ae town all

nizsmte.

During the night, too, heavy fire from eneny 88's fell on the positions
norva of ichen, and spasmofic machine gum fire covered the entire fromt.
And alvhouzh the original main line of resistance had been zlmost wholly
re-occuoied, figating continued in the town. Five tanks from the 5th (French)
Armorsd Division arrived in the area at 0712 the morninz of L January. Tais
wiit made contact with Compezy G, and the two wmits Jointly reduced 2ll
resistance in the town. 3By 1150 only a pillbox 200 yards north of Achen was
st111 held by Germens, 21d Compeny G was beinz retwrned to its position as
Da¥alliod reserves

Artillery and morter fire still lencded in the tovm during 4 January.
thougnr some of the pieces which were firinz were located, the coafused and N
id situvztion mede difficulties. ZElezents of the 23 Bottalion of the 7lst

a=iTy weore reported abt 11M0 to te drivinz the enemy out of the woods
5 frou whica 83's wers fired at 104D, The 32 Battzlion of the 2534
t orrectly reported wiped out, was given tne mission of driv-
3t the wosds 600530 to Gros-RKedsreaingz. Since tais drive was
tonls, the situ2tion was mads even more dif7icult becnuse tha
e reported to be oneratinz Anerican Sherman tenks in the zres,
Just =s thay were said to hzve used Shernan tani:s mznned by Znglish-sneaking
crews agoinst the platoon of Company C of the 255th Infantry and the French
tenx mits in Gros-Rederching tke previous nigit. By error some friendly

b
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artillery was directed on Achen after it was in our hands. The 255.21 Infantry
was also recelving fire at 1050 from the woods directly morth of Achen whare
at 1340 aporoximately 50 Germans and two tanks were observed, bub the regiment

was wmable to retuwn the fire because of the possidility that frienrlly troops '_ i ‘:

were in the area. No report later than the one at 1300 about the location

of frieadly troops had appezared, but at 1520 an observer Plor 24 Battalion
revorted that sn estimated company of friendly troops with some armar was F
noving into the woods. Two squads later czme oub of the woods go'ing in a: -7.';1.'-_

southeasterly d.iraction.- An- wnfortumate consequence of the confused smt'aa.tlon

occurred st 1130 when an Anti-Taonk ofrficer who had’ ea:clier been in the building,
by error directed e Freach tank to move up to ths Commend Post of Company A
of the 255th Infantry and fire into it. Two of thoss within wers woumnded.

"At 1440 an officer from 2d Battalion made contact with a platoon of
Tank Destroyers.. With the assistance of infantry they were to accoaplish
the mission of goinz through Achen to complete the wiping out of enexy-
resistance and also to prevent hostile tanks from moving southwest from
Gros—Rederchinz to Achen. By 1635 they had arrived in Achen, and the town
was quiet. : - R

Mesnwhile elements of the platoon from Comuvany C of the 255th Iafantry,
wnich had entered Gros-Redsrching and found the French wit plazaning to
withdraw, were still wiaccounted for. Of the 39 enlist ed.men znd ocng officer
who made up the patrol, 9 men =nd ons officer had returned by 1545 the rest
in the confusioh following the arrival of Germen tanks in the town had
become disorzenized and lost contact. The commanding officer of the compeny
had earlier rcqu:sted. permission to tzke a strong patrol into Gros-Rederching
to get them out. The Reginmentzl Cormender now dirscted the 1st Batiallon
Executive Officer to send a patrol to Gres-Rederciing, advising of ths
necessity of co-ordination of the patrol's agtivity with the 397th:lafentry,
since the 100th Division had ordered that patrols enter tie town during the
nigat. An hour later, however, 27 mea of the platoon had returned. Moreover,
at 2300 the Llth Division renorted thot vatrols of ths 7lst Infantry had been
sent to CGros-Rederching. The vetrols were reported to have pushed ozt from
the town which they fomd wmoccupied at 1800. Ths Tlst Infzmtry plenned to

move down in force latsr in the night and also to occ‘my tha hig,h g:'ound. %o
the norta of the town. ;

On ths nmorning of § Jaauary, after a night in vhich a great deal of )
novenent by zrmored v::hicl-s, scme of them vrobebly friendly, had been heard along
the froat, 120 men of Company K of the 2534 Infantry appsared a’c 083'3 at ths
Chnnand DPost of Company A of the 255%h Infaniry in Achen. "The Ulth Divisioa,
sdvised of the location of these troops frem the 252d Infantry, directed that
taey bs sent to Gros-Redercaing. The 255th Infantry was Informed throuz: a
li=ison officer that elements of Company K of the 2534 were going Yo Gros-
Redercainz, (At least two thirds of this company wers even thea In our
Coazuny A sestor.) Leter nine tanks apgeared northwest 5351 of Achen to pick
uy these men from Cempany K of the 253d Infentry. At 1030 the Uit Division
revorved thet its earlier annoumcement that Gros-3ederching had been tzken
was erroneous. Comnany X of the 2534 Infantry, thoushi to be in that townm,
kad zctuslly ampnsared in Achea. Compenies I and L of the 2534 Infantry wers
2% the tims of this report 1000 yards west of Gros-Rederaring.



At 1315 the 397ta Infantry of the 100th Division reported that Gros-
Rederching was in the honds of the 3d Batialion of thet reglment. Comvany
I of the 337th Infontry wss in the town ltself; Company E of the 397th
Infantry was storming owt northwest and southenst of the town; a patrol of
forty mea wa2s moving north out of the place; and Company L of the 397th
Infantry was in contact with the 2d Battalion of the 11lUth Iafaniry of the
4L4tn Division. - :

Meanwnile the 255th Infantry had been ordered to move from its positions.
During the night of 5-5 Januvery 3t sccamplished the complex operation of a
double rellef with the 395th Infontry, both reglments moving elements from
positions In line %to positions in line in spite of weather and terrain
difficulties. The 3d Batallion of the 355th Infontry moved from the vicinity
of Sierstanl 71h49, the res=rve position of its reziment, to relieve tae 1lst
rnd 22 Battalions of the 255th Infantry in their positioas in the Mazinot
Line, norih of Achen H949 2ad Singling 6243. On being relieved these two _
battalions of the 255ta Infantry moved north and epzst to take up the positions
of the two battzlions of tae 398th Infentry which were in the front lines.
Specifically, the 2d Bottalion of the 255th Infantry moved by motor to
relieve the 2d Bettalion of the 398th Infentry which was holding positions
north of Holbaca 7151 in and north of EZottviller 7353. This move was
conpleted, the positions being thysically occupied, by the 2d Battellon of
the 255th Infantry dy 0305 on 6 Jaznuary. In tum the 1lst Battalion of tho
255th Iafantry moved by motor to occupy the lines held by the lst Jettalion
of the 33%ta Infentry norih and slightly east of Petit-Rederchirng 6850,
thysicel occunation of 211 positions being completed by 04097 EHavinz been
relieved by the 24 Battalion of the 255th Infantry, the 24 Battalion of the
398th Infentry noved from the Hottviller-Holbeca zrea southward to Lembdach
7248. In the Lambach area it relieved the 3d Battalion of the 255th Infantry,
assming the ressrve position end being attached to the 399th Infantry. Tae
3d Battalion of the 255th, on Deing thus relieved, moved by marcaing to the
reserve nosition of its own reziment, taking positions in the Maginot Lins
just north =nd ezst of Petit-Rederching 6850. Not only.was this complex
movenent of the two line bazttzlions of the 255th Infantry completed by 0400,
but the operation was accomolished dwring a very cold and derk night over
rozds so slinpery with ice as to make zny movement difficult. In these new
positisns the reginent hed the 337th Infentry on its left and the 393th
Infontry on its rizat. Ths regimental Comaand Post was established in Bining
bLULE. Tha regiment occupied these positions, erxgeging in the defensive
warfare of holding posibions znd operatinz peotrole, wtil the nizzt of 18-

19 Janupry when it was relieved by elexeats of the 397th Infentry.

On thet nigat the 23 Battalion of the 255th Infantry relieved the 24
Battalica of ths 397th Infantry in its sector of the Maginot Line znd becens
for a short tine the reserve battzlion of the 333th Infeniry, being attached
to that reziment for tactical operations only. The 1lst azd 3d Battalions of
the 255th InTontry, ca orrival in positions aleng the Meginot Line betwern
Yittrinz 5550 and Rohrbaca 6549 reverted to Task Forcs Farris and cane
wder tho commend of the Lhth Division, the regimental Comaand Post belag
established in Osrminzen 5544, Two nights later, the nisht of 20-21 January,
tne sscond 3attalion of tas 255th Infontry relieved ths 34 Battalion of the



324th lnfentry, moving by motor from near Rohrbach 6543. Before 2400 on

the 21 January the lst and 3d Bottalions hod moved into positions north and
east of Sarreinsming S5U5Y4, replacing elements of the 324th Infantry. The
rezimental Command Post was moved to Sarreinsming. The regiment continusd
to occupy these desfensive positions and to carry out patrol activity for the .'

rest of the month. : oy S I



eft, tving dynamite into a notched tree. When the charge is
xploded. the tree falls across the road forming an abatis, or
roadblock. Above, time out to wash up.

'he regimental CP moved to Montbronn during the
, and the 925th F-A Battalion withdrew to posi-
s avound the town. Enemy aircraft dropped a num-
of bombs in the area of Co. A. Co. G drew back
1 positions around a road net east of Hottviller
rositions about a kilometer west and south where
v would be in less danger of havmg the enemy
itrate behind their positions.

m the remainder of the 399th Inf. front, the Ger-
a5, Willt lines running almost north and south from
U of Heftviller through Simserhoff and Freuden-
¢ Furms and across le Steinberg and le ‘Spitzberg
's, was generally quiet. Go. L attempted to move
ward to the high ground on Steinkopf but, after
1t hours of bitter resistance by the enemy, was
red to go back to its original lines.

‘0. C of the 141st, attached to the 399th the pre-
ing day, held against enemy pressure and the 3rd
lalion of the 255th moved into reserve positions in
hbach, -

\zainst the other flank of the division, the 3rd Bat-
on of the 397th Inf. continued to be harassed by
v assaults, and the Germans went on attacking
fnugh they tad been doped. A pre-dawn attack
broken vp by artillery, and a mid-morning attack
1t least 150 foot troops and a very large number
anks swas driven off by the artillery and by the
wry on Schlistzen Hill. The Germans had con-
iy shiclled Rimling and now began to use white
~nitorous shells which set fire to a number of
iings i the town. Co. F, to strengthen the exposed
« {lank, moved further north so that it occupied a

Keeping vital roads passable ias ‘a fullgime ;ob for the
engineers. Right, refugees returning to Rohrbach after the
town was liberated by Cenlurymen. .

nose of hill south: of ‘Rimling andg-poin;t'ipg southwest
toward Gros Rederching. The maintenarice and kitchen
installations of the 374th'F A Battalion moved south
o Rahhng to get them away from enemy shell fire.
. -The reason for these. changes in position was that
lhe 44th Div. had been forced back to lines south of
Gros Rederchmg so that the flank of the 397th Inf,
was unprotected for about 5C00 yards south of Schlei
zen Hill. Coming through’the gap between the 100
agd the 44th, the enemy had pushed’-'l-SO ‘men and
four tanks into the.town of Achen where two battalions
of the 255th Inf. 63rd Div. had been holding sec-
ondary defense positions along the Maginot Line.
Though without artillery support, the battalions coun-
terattacked and retook the town' thereby ending the
German threat to turn the flanks of both the 100th
and the 44th Divisions.

Although the enemiy main effort on the fourth day
of his offensive was directed against the 44th Div.
to the west of our lines, he also tried and failed to
drive Co. G. of the 397th from the. hill south of
Schlietzen. On our eastern flank, the Germans at-
tempted to push Co. A of the 399th from high ground
but elsewhere on the regimental front was content to.
hold the forward slopes of the hills whose reverse
slopes were occupied by the 3rd Battalion of the
399th.

In the most thrilling action of the day, Co. K of the
255th Inf. sent a 26-man patrol from near Lamb
out to Reversviller and killed 30 enemy with the lo

- of a single man.
On this day, also, Col. Andrew C. Tychsen was off-

—1
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l February 19h5 ~ 28 February 194 = _- 'I'jﬁ‘ o
The 2‘39‘&;1 Infontry R;.gxnent, commnanded 'D_f Colonel AWa.“d A. Cha.,a:l,
occupled defensive positions with two battalioczns on line and. ons ia're~’
sorve durling the first six days of February. On 1.February the Regi~
mental Command Post was located in Sarreinsming, France, GSW4W*, tﬁlare
it haod been since 20 January 1945 and where it remained during ths mo:;th
of .Februory. The 3d Battalion wes in reserve around Sa.rreinming with
the Battalion Comnand Post in Woelfling ¢5954. The regimental *‘ronu of
more then 6000 yards extended from the vicinity of Frausaberz Q55591 on
the left southeast along a series of hills overlooking the Bllesg River.. .
- 50 tazt the rigat flaak wes along: uhe secondary-hishvay, nuaber 3, ccaing
soutbwast from Bliesbrucken 05957. The defensive;posibions adjacend; to.
tais rizht bowmdary, of waich the flnnlr positiqps held. Zill - 32‘5, q:;%%i',”f'
were occupied by eleneats of the With Infantry Division, On-the left =
flank of the 255th In*‘anury w2s the 2534 Infontry, the two regiments - 2
belng a part of Tas‘g Force Harris vhich was atta.ched. to the hll-*h Division-

: :.'lu-

The 24 Battelion of the 255th Infantry was on thc lef t a.lou,., B f:onu
extending from the vicinity of Frausuberg 5501 to positions south axd - .
exat of Blies-Ibersingen 5758, with the Batialion Com:nand Post in Folmers—
weilsr (5558. The 13t Battalion occupied positions on the rigt with i‘bs -
Battalmn Ccmmand pet ab Klein Wiesinger nof @759. B

Durmp- this oariod, \iaile 1t had = battalion in reserve the. 2‘55‘611
Infontry, waich hed Yeen on line since 22 December 1944 with the: e::cantion
of a sinzle day at Camp Coerhofen ond *he time necessary to the movemeat .0 -
from the Eszenau area to the Sarveguenines-3itchs front, was ‘able.to. EZT"!H'SQ\
for 2 program of rehebilitation for iis troops. A& mobile ghower- wnits was
1y in Sarreiasaning wiare troops in the raserve 'ba.‘ctalion could shower
nd excoonze their wiiforas for cleen ones. Sesides training and’ ths
sork of care and cleaning of equipment, tae troops were zble’ ocg.a,aa.o:.all.f

attend traininz =rd recreational films, The rezinznt 2lso Sezan to
2ive guotes pllowing officers cnd enlisiz»d mem to s to Parisfor
y~21z1t hour r-17es, These quwbas wire con":LnL’d thronghout the moauh,
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MA1Y map references zre Yo thne following ahcuts.-

Srance, 1:25,000, Sarrezusmines 3 & L, XV L-13
Frznce, 1:25,000, 3itche 1 &2 ’CCWII—].} '
Germzny, 1125, OOO Sa,ar:vmm& 680

Carmany, 1:235,000, Gersheinm, 6803



REG DENTAL HISTORY
those receiving the passes being given an opportmity to shower zod chanao )
to clesn miforms the afiermoon of the day before they went to Hambach

851, the location of Service Company, where they entruced for Paris,
48 a further program of improvement, the regiment arranged to feed the
troops through battallon kitcaens. 5 u

ther activiiles —— these concerned with combat rather than with To-.
rabilitation —= in which the rezinment engaged early in February werse the
formation by both the 21 and 3d Battalions of a Battallon Benger Platoon, -
nede up of volunteers and given special training in pairolling. The st
Battalion organized and trained its Ranger Platoon later in the momth. . .
Tre reciment also overated s motor pabrol both for rozd and bridge secur=
ity and for contact betwesn the babtalions. During the thawing wveather
of the early part of the ponth this patrol coat inued to function in the
face of difficulties cmused by muddy, and frequsatly slmost impassible
roads. Another activity of the reginent was the operation of a training
prozram for newly asslzaed reinforcements. o

Durinz the nigat of 3 — 4 Fedbruary the 23 Battalion of the 2b5th
Infantry was replacsd on the left by elemenis of the 253 Infentry, and
the battalion moved into ths ressrve position of the reziment while the
34 Battalion of the 255th Infaontry, which had Dbeen in reserve, moved its
Comnand Post from Woelflinz 9954 to Weisvillér (5853 ead took wp posi~
tions to the riznt of the former regimental boundary, relieving elements
of the 114ta Infantry Regizent of the W4th Division, The operation re- -
sulted in suiftinz the front of the 255th Infentry to the rigat and in
chorteninz it slizatlys ine front now extended from zpproximately B 70581
to (;60251"9. . h i . o

Cn 6 February =t 1200A command in the rcgimcntal sactor and of the
rezinent was essumed by tae 63d Infentry Division, minus the 254th Infantry
Resiment waich has not yeb errived in the aree. The 255%h Infantry now
bod inm direct support the 34 Field Artillery Battalion and Company “C
of the 2574 Znzineer 3attzlion, the units being azzin united which had
constitutcd Combat Tezm 3lus during the training peod of the regiment
in the United States.

Also 2t nooa on & February, Lieutensnt Colonel M-~rion . Scnewe, the
Srooutire Oficer of the 235h Ianfentry, Decane Acting Co:imending Officar
or the 13t Battalion, a comnand waich ne held watil 12 February vhen Hajox
RBobert C. Forbes aasuwmed the command of the battalion.

Elements of tie 33 Battalion launched two local attacks at 1100A on
& Tevruary. The 127t oistoon of Coapany L, walch was olso the left platoom

© the tottallon, ettacked in the 3lizstrucken Y214 to scize a nose of



liooded hiltwhich lies east or to the risht of the secondary highway, & -
pumber 3, leading south aad southwest from Bliesbrucken 557, end for-
ward ‘or to the morth of the railway extending “soutieast ‘through the \mod-
(Grid Sgusres’ q5956 and -Q5955)« Thae platéon had “advercsd ‘200 yards and
token its objective by 1500A. ‘In-dolng’so-1t° haﬂl-mo'red Forward - againstfﬁ?f'_f?
nacaine gm and mortar fire znd repulsed’two -eneay couniter~gttacks. - AW .
one point during its attack the platoon, Wnrich consisted ‘of only BeTen— -
tcc‘l m2n, was pinned down by maciine gwm fire. Technlcal Sergeant Clinto
He Kodtar,” 391393?7, ‘actinz platoon leader, orgzanized-a- ‘flanking ‘elemeat
and knocked ‘out the position. ‘In this maneuver he was jolned by First.
Lieutenant La Rue Cantrell, 0550919, the Platoon Leader of the: "fcanons
Platoon of Coupany L. Llc'aten:mv Cantrell had beea acting as forward
observer for mortars. He volumtarily took his-place with ike: flanking
attack and killed one enemy ~nd czused tuwon to surrender. Afterwards:

he CO!‘,tln‘l.lm to direct effective fire from the mortars waerny.as fSerge‘_nt;-’ ‘
Keeter's plat oon moved forwsrd, it was met by a frontslocouwnber—atiacks
Serceant Xeeter!s hasty defense and uieuueﬂ.ant Oantrel}.‘s ‘mortars- sloved:;
ané finslly repulsed this ettau, The eneny nowted alsacond. coun‘.e::'«---r
stback waea the platoon reacked its objsctive.: This! actic: was.elso:~
regulsed and the terrain firmly held t‘m Ls,h thes SCVEDUCCMEIL pl-atoon
had .,.:.Lfere\‘l ele‘v‘en ca91alties. . COme SSiUE RT i

The rigkt platoon of Gomnan;r gn whma, since’ 1t was- thc right pla.toon
of the bm,:u:.on, the reziment, and the divis 10'1, Was the' other extiend 17
end of the Dattalion front from the attacking platcon of Caupany: Lh A58 hzsl
also at 1100A launched »n attack in its sector in the Blissbrucken: .‘Ial‘:l
02551, The platoon -advanced 100 yards, defying ‘enemy ‘small arme znd
machine sun Tire =nd lmockinz oud a log dunker:which had beed a Iarmid.ahle
@iplacenent for a machire gun. 3By 1500A the platoon was. digging Ineghc
pesitioas forwerd of the railwazy in an zrea ex‘beqdwng from (H0255527- tof.
Q;O‘—{-‘Dﬁ"wio. At 16251 the Commanding Officer of fthe Regiment instruched
the 33 Buttalion o a2lert =mbusa patrols in-each co:.:pnn,f arsa in wview
o1 the li;celi_.ood o.. a commter-—awlon by the enemy. Sabgr witen  THedy ?:‘-:-I-'-ff'

Two zowrs 11uer,' at 18204, the enemy be;an coanter—a.. —acrinvuto tha
croat of Comnony "IV ond, on its left, to the front-of:-Compady pilelL g
~ill 3/3. A report riad. J‘J_sa- arrived from G=3 quoting e prisoner of wal,.
MC'.:I the 33 Battolion had captimed earlier in tae da;;r, to the effect that
tr.e nmy was plzaning to ahtezelc in t...a-. secbor. “ne attack was precedlced
iy @ mATroY Yerragzs ond ._...,"'151.2th in ‘on- ivence by eprroximately 300 enemy
troozs, The rhle.*" denger of the counter-atiack was the chencs’ Lt dhe
enony niznt guccesd in m.netret ing our lines becauss he attacked vnil-"
there was still dayligat, that 13, before the companies had occupled cer—
tain quIOSt 'oo:-nt ions to which troopa coulcx go only und.e*' cover of dark—

4..{.-:)-?- sl BN el



The two battalions acted effectively and quickly agzipst the attack.
The lst Battolion begen innediately to direct morter @nd artillery fire -
on enemy positions end on ememy troops epproaching along secondary: highway,
purber 3. The reserve positions of the battaliom .were occupled,. and with—
in half an haur of the first evidence of the attack, Compady "BY had moved
Lo positions to the rear.of Hill 325 for defcmse in depth _in the sector —~
held by Company UC'. On learning that the Commanding Officer “of the 1lst. '
Battalion was in-ike 24 Platoon area of Company - "C", in the midst ._.Of'-:.tﬁi'-!i o
sector Loward waich tne atiack was directed, the Regimental Commender 5 ¥ g S
order=d S-3 to ‘g0 to the lst Battalion Command Post %o take commend of
the battalion ‘ifcnecessary =nd in the meentime. 1nst.;_'.uctcd._.-_thq_Czo;g}:ua.xifil_i!}’.i‘.'_“',.u.‘-.
Officer of Comgany "D" to take-charge. ‘The Regimental Commander also . ; -
alerted Company :"GY in the reserve battezlion to.be prepared to move:to .. . .-
the attacked area if necessary. 3By 1905A emergency Trations and ‘gdditional .
ennurition nad been distriouted to Company "C".- g s me i

. Wnile the 1st Battelion was thus handling. jbs part_of the.gttack, the -
3d Battalion had 21so acted to stop the enemy. Company "L', recaiving'the
Tttack in the areas wiere it had advanced eerlisr ia the deyy r3ed. mortary.. .
aszinst the enemy; a squad from Company "I yas moved to.the rear. of Com— -
pany "L" as support. Although the telephone line commumicat ing with battal-
jon had been broken by the enemy martar barrase, Coupany ‘"L¥ was able to. - ..
maint :ii;x contact with the Battalion Comaznd Post by means of radioc. By - )
s1ig1tly more than an hour after the counter—abtack begen, the enemy had .’
withdrawn. His furtberest advance had carried him no nsarer than 300 yerds,
to the frozt of owr forward positions. ' - . y B W R

defensive positions znd to operate patrols,-scae of which _'.e:ndblﬁit.éi;lébgth?.-._,'_'_
4ifficulty of crossinz the Blies River whaile its walers were in virtual
fiood. On 7 Februvary a platoon of Company "I" replaced the pleboon of . .
' Cumpany "L" which head attacked 2nd received the counter atlack on the prev—
ious daye ' : ek

From ] February mt 11.10 February the regiment coatinued tohol‘d‘hit.ﬁv lr

Oa the nigat of 9 —~ 10 February the 24 Bettelion of the 255th_Infeniry
relieved the lat Battalioa of the 2534 Infeniry. ifen this relief was com—
vleted, tre reginentel front of the 255th Infaniry was extended to tne left
~ad a1l three dattolions wsre on line. The positions tsken by the 24 °
Jattolion were those in the ssctor where it had been relieved during the
nigat of % — 4 Fevrusrv, encomnessing positions fraa the vicinity of Blies-

Zrersinses 0758 to tue vielnity of Frpueaberg 5559 to the nortrwest. The

front following the course of the Blies river formed en irregzuler slaisat,
one side of waica Ten norikwest to a point zbove Frauenberg to meet the .
other, aad shorter side, which ran southwest from the point. This chenge
sove the 255th Infentry a front in excess of ten thousznd yerds.



On the 3d Battalion sector during this period an enemy machine gmiin -
a dug~owt” wder a disgbled and lonz abandoned German tanic in the woods:at —~ . .
@0153]113[1 been 'troublesome to our troopa'.' : Lccord,i_ngto a _Pr_'is'qner o_f war_-
there were two dugouts imder the tank, the one wder the end fecinz our. - -
lines being a machine gm enplacement, the second behind and sligetly to - .
one side of this serving as a platoon command ’post ‘under the other-end -!_Jf B o
the tanks On 9 Febrvary two men from the Battalion Intelligence Section,. .
one armed with a flamethrower, the other with white phosphorous hand greme -
ades, attempted a harassinz attack on the machine gun dugoub.  With the 'y
support of a nusber of riflemen =nd an automatic rifle team, the two moved
toward the tark. A white phosphorous grensde fired by one of the riflemen
cad landed so thabt 183 suoke obscured the space wnder the tank throush which.
‘he macaine gim was fired. hided by this smoke the two men from the Intelli~
gence Section were able Lo aporoach to within ten yezrds of the emplacement. .
Here the smoke suddenly cleared, and the men with the flane-thrower found -
hineslf facing the machine gim and its guner, He squeozed the activating
lever, but the fleme-thrower failed to function. .The machine gm fired a burst
at point blonk renge. Somevhat desperately he pulled theilever of thgflaze—
thrower egain. This tize unignited fuel spurted out into the-face of the ‘-
Cerman at the machine gun, Teking zdvantaze of this turn of “events the .
operator of the flame-thrower hastily withdrew, inpeded only sligatly.by. .
wderbrusa, fallen branczes arnd concertina wire, and even less by.fire.frem:
ed jacent enemy positions. The other man from the . Intellizence Section .threw
a walte phosthorous hand grenzde, intending to sst fire to the fuel waich: -
had sprayed from the flaaoe-thrower., taen the grenade falled to detonate-snd )
vilen he saw that his simporting fire had already, somewnat prematirely:baen-
withdrawn, he also moved back to our lines. Thres days later, just at dusk
on 12 February, two men from the Battalion Intelligence Section, covered by
automatic rifle teezms to their flarks ond by other swpporting troovs, egain.
attacked the bank emplacement with a flame-thrower.  Thls time they succeed~
ed in destroyinz the enemy in the duzout s, :

After Corlr on 13 February the 24 platoon of Compeay "I" took wup the
vositions on the nose of hill @59L5h2 which the 1st platoon of the commany:
had seizad on 6 Febrvary. The 24 platoon replaced a nlatoon frem Company
"I" vhica heod relieved the atbackkinz unit the day - ofter the 2dvance. Als0 .
01 13 February z-prisoner of war stated that = relief had been effected Te-
ceatvly in the secior ¢ enemy lizes opposite thz reginmental fronty enamy -
cnell arps fire increszsed, his troops disnlaying a willinzness to fire on
ony targets nresented, E -

On 14 February the 255th Iafentry begen the preparations immediately
preceding an attackx., The first vart of the attack was to involve the 3
Jottalion, the ricat (esst) flaonk of tke reziment. The operation was to be
cort of o serles of actlions by the XVth corps, intending ithe rectify and.
saurten the front lines., The 24 Baltalion of the 255th Infantry had the



+

attack mission of seizinz, organizinz, and dzfendinz the high gr.o'und.ﬂin" :
the 3liesdrucken VWald (Grid Squrares Q5955 and 59%), north of the rall-
rozd track, not yet held by the dattalion. , This actlion was to take place

ot the szme time as, znd in conjumcltion with, an. attack by,-?tlib.'l}l}th..mv-"-' 5
ision, reinforced, and in its zone to the rigat of the 255¢h Infentry. -

In czreparation for this attack, Company "3' of the 255ta Infantry, -
the reserve company of its battzlion, becane the regizental reserve ab ne ®
15904 and oa 1l FPebrusry and had moved into position beaind the 34
Botbalion ty 2100A trat nizat. To replace this company as battallon ro- .
serve, one officer-and 18 men from Company "A" moved to battzlion control
ot Cross Viesinger Hof (5756. Siace the mission of the 1zt Battalion was
Lo keep any reinforcements fron coming out ol Bliesbrucken, to neutralize
fire from the town, and to.assis the 3d.Battalion by fire.from the 1£4
flank, a patrol from Company "C¥ consisting of a squad wif.fch;_'a_li'gh‘_;_’xﬁazhinio‘l
gua, was sent out to place a road block on the secondery road (nubve 3)
south of Bliesbrucken =t 0595571. -The patrol reporicd. at 21L40A on 1!4-"__"' "
February that it had run into a mine field; two men were injured, and the
natrol returned to re-crgnnize and go out by a different route. Later the -
patrol recorted that the roal block had beex established.

Meanwvaile, the Commanding Cfficer of the Regiment had informed the
battalion that H-hour was 0015 and that D-day was 15 Fedruary. The 23
Battalion was ordered to be prepared to move its reserve compeny, Company -
IF0 to 34 Battalion area at any btime after 2630 on 15 Fedbrvery. The S

Field Artillery Battalion was to be in direct support of the regiment, and’
the T18th Field Artillery Batlalion was In general support. e

In the 24 Battzlion, vhere the attacxing companies were to be Compsnies
#I% and "X", one squad of the Pioneer and Ammunition Platoon was attached
to each. The Ranger Platoon of the battalion, reinforced by three bazooka
tepms from the Anti-Tank Piatoon, was attached to Company "¥" 2nd ordersd
to mop up and cover tae organlzation of new poslilons a3 well as to furniza
a contact vatrol with trhe lst Batialion of the 11%tn Infantry, on the rigsat

Fod

flank of Company "KM of the 255ta Infantry,

[

Before tae ottack bezan
nositions 2longz a front opor
¢f threz or fow hundred
Zlank of this front, the nos

ne 34 Bobtalion of the 255th Infaniry ocqupie&
<inately 1400 yards wide. Except for a sector
ar the sechor netd by Caipany "4M, on the lef®
on3 were beaind, that is south of, the rall-
sy (Grid Spueres 5955 axd H055) rumning sowtheast below Bliegbrucken.
.357s C= 1% Februery, the dzy mreceding the attacy, tnis front was de-
Tonded froa the lett flanc to the righd flgnlr zs follows: On the lert,
the noss of wooded Rill zdjaceat to end esast of the secondary ro=d, nunber 3,
ranning south from Bliesbrucken, and in the angle formed by this ro=d znd
the nort ar edze of tha railwesy, was held by Caupeny "L' which had tzkea it
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in a local atvack on b February, been relieved, and now again occupied it.
Company "I" was in positions south of the railway, south.and east-(to the
rigsht) of Company "L'., East of Company "IY were the positions of Company
Izl whicyh formed the risat element of tke battalion, the regiment, znd tae . -
division, and whica was zdjacent to the 114th Infantry. All the positions °
o Company "K" except those held by the rizat flenk platoon were sowth of
the rallway. - ' g ) R T TR
Comoeny "L! already held the weods and forward slope overlooking a
sermient of the small stresm called the Scalierbach. In taoe attack Company &
BIW was to seize the wooded crest of the hill ‘beyond the rallway, the slope
sdjacent on the east to the hill held by Company WL ond separated from it
by 2 draw. The third hill to the east was to be eeized and occunied by
Company "E" in the attzcz. Beyond the sumit of the two left hills the
wooded zrea is broken by o clearing from one to two hundred yerds wide from:
the far side of which the woods continues down the steeply descending forward
slope to the streem, The kill to the fromt of Comnany "K" is minterruptedly
wooded. h = ' S s

For the attack one olatoon of Company "L remained in positions oa the
first or left hilly the other two rifle platoons of the compay mede up the

reserve to the rear of Companies "IU. znd WgM, two squads. of one platoon

forming a coverinz forcs for Company 'Z% 2nd one Squad beinz t¢ the rTizht
rear of Company "I'"; the other nlatoon was in reserve with the battalionm.
Two rifle platoons of Coapany "IV, supported by the company' s ¥sapens Platoon
and reinforced by a squed of the battalion Amumition and Pioneer P_le.’co_oh'; '
were to attack from opposite lateral slopes of the second hill; the other

platoon was the conpawy suooort element. Two rifle platoons of Company nge

2150 with a Pioneer 2nd Ammwmition sguad and with the battalion Ranger _

Flatoon =nd three additional bazooka te-ms, were to attack the third hill.

_In the progress of evenbs, the third rifle platoon was committed so early
that the attack was actuslly made by the vhole companys o

It shouid be noted that the 255th Infesntry made the atback when it
nald a very wids froni, oze in excess of 10,000 yards, and aad a1l Ahxres =
oF its babtslions on lime. The 3& Battalion had, therefore a very small

sserve,., And the reginental reservs concisted of the ressrve conpany'cf_
the 1st 3attulion, Cenzozy 3", having, 25 a2 24d1t lonal resource, the
reserve cemsany of 22 Battalion, Camzany NFV . prenzred to move by truck

%“n the 21 3-%Unlion area,

AL 05203 in the derimess of ezrly moraing 15 Febrvary, the 24 and d
Platoons of Company "IM leit the cecondary highway (number 2, 8rid Square
5955), =fter o final casck »ad a finel issue of zmmunition, and moved
incward in o northerly direction toward the reilroad traczs. The platoons
yred in caued columns throuzh the woods, thick, filled with tezngled under—



brush, and very muddy umderfoobt; the 2d Platoon, on the left entered the

woods at aporoximately @594556; the 3d Platoon left the roal some W50 yards
to the rizit. Saortly after 0H00A both platoons were In position besids
the beak of the cut on the forward side of the railwaye - .-

Becauss the LY4th Divisisn plan for attack called for the sdvantags of
surprise, there wazs no arvillexy preparation, and thers had veen no artillery
fire in the area for seversl hours. -At 0515A a romnd of artillery fell as
a siznzl for the attack to bezin, : i Cn o :

The approach mads by Compeny "I" had been so qulet that it was soparently - -

wobserved by the enemy; at least the platoons drew no Tire uatil they them=. ~.

selves bezan shooting in the direction -of supposed eneny positions. ¥ [
morzning was foggy and still very derk eo that our troops were able to locave

" enemy positions only by the muz;le flash of hostile retwrn fire. T

During the first hour and a kalf followinz its crossing of the line
of departure at 00154, the 24 Platoon of Cempany NIY sdvanced along tihe
left slope of the nill zbout 100 yards, Tae advance we9 not easy becauss
in addition to the difficulty presented by heavy underbdbrusa and fallen brenches,
the platoon had to overcome resistence from nunerous eneny fortifications. .
The underdsrush ond branches made firipg from a prone position at the base
of a tree virtually immossidle, Moreover, the antipersonnel mines which ware
affixed t0 many of the tress were more frequently debonated by eneny sasll
arms fire, directly or by ricocaet, than by the action of their trip wires.

But thess hindrances to the advance were additional to the fortificab---
ions in tae area., Thess fortifications were dug-in erplecements whilck had
been surrounded and covered by split logs. The typlical position of this
sors was a 10g structure eaclosing an area six to eizat feet on a side,
extendinz below the surface of the gromnd, or with logs sel vertically
into thas growmd, and risinz perkaps four feet gbove the surface. For all
its external bulk it containsd little space for personnel because of the
ihickenss of the walls aud roof. In general there was room ingide for three
men lvinz down, on2 to fire a machine gun from the embrasure in front amd -
two otners firing rifles or m=chine gws frcam corner embrgsures on either
side of tac center waapon., With visibility reduced by foz, it was diffi-
anlt fTor our $room3 to ses these apertures to fire into taem, especlally as
the nimrers had been canouflaged with esrth and branches to conceal thelr
schzze. Against the heavy construction of ‘hese fortificatiors, small erms
fire n.d asad grecndss nal no =ffect. 3Bazodza fire was very little mors= +=11inz.
In noe instance z soldier armed with a bazookaz, rising partizlly from Dehing -
a 4r2e to beinzg his weppon into vosition fo have a clear lgzne of fire scored
e direct nit pzainst the cornsr of one of the structures., Yet the rowumd
had so little sffech taat the machine gumner within was 2bleto push hia .
igpzon Uack into the emdrasire, aim end fire it, zzd wound the men with the
smtsra hefore he could throw hizmsel? to the growmd. '
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The most successful way of knocking oul trese duakers, the 24 Platoon of
Company I discovered, was to move ground to tae rear of the position snd
throw o hand grenade into the tunnel-like enirance to the fortificetion. This
method, however, forced the men attacking the pillbox to come into the field
of fire of the funkers on eitker flpnx of the position.

In svite of ths inimical terrain and the difficulty of destroying eneay
positions, the 24 Plptoon of Comrmay I kzd moved forword 175 yords, had neutrg—
lizod zné gone beyond four bunkers by 08504, oaly two a=d a half hours after
ihe start of the attack. Seversl enemy Lad bsen takean prisoner and eent to the
rear; one wos saobt wnile tryingz to escepe. o B o

During the followinz hour the enesy stazed o local cowmterattack, but the
exirnisy line of the platooa held. In fact by 1100A it had moved forward an
~dditional 25 ysrds end knocked out 2 fifth enemy pilldox. This line oarked
the point of farthest zdvence for the plztoon, walch was Lere pinned down by
enemy fire. At this point the skirmich line formsd a crescent; tho left flanx
extended into the draw between the hill assizned to Company I and the hill held
by Compary L. From this left flank, which faced in a northeasterly direction
dovn the draw, the skirmisa lire curved back to face the crest of tkhe hill so ‘
that it could bdbring fire uoon a large pillbox :nica otherwise would have head
enfilzde fire azainst th= platoon. Znemy fire frem the rizht Ilank was in-
tense becouse the 3d FPlatoom of Comsany I had not been able to advance on the
rigat side of the hill and Xmock ouwt tne pillboxes to its froat. .

W hile the 24 Platooa skirmish line thus formed a half-moon, a German
pedical 2id man ceme throuwza the linme to cars for the eaeny at -the-dwlker walch
Lad just been rendered ineifective, The en=ay at the bunker were zll dead,
but two severely wounded enrmy lay just within the line, The Cerman aid nan
was ordersd to care for tz2em. One died wnile tze 2id man was trying to zgive
 him medical siteation: ize aid man was ordered to inzke the other to our rear
vien he rezain=d consclousness. Botn thus becaze priscmers of war.

Because the plaboon n22d2d more fire nower, the Jlotoon serceant, Tech-— -
nicsl serzesnt Jemes D, Ford, 3530806, wanted to send for a mactins gu EHa
crew. Since he had po commimication with his company—the platoon railes did
rnot fuaction in the woods—Sergeant Ford sext his messenger, Frivate Firss
Class Ross G. Willard, 75ob4Ch, bacz to the coumpany forward cozmand post.
Private Willsrd toox ths massage baclk, but hien he retwned, he was mahle to 20
to his former roaiiion teczuse of fire Irom enemy aonat ic weppons znd snipsrs.
Inastesd hae reszined st ine b-ak of the rallway cut and eaoted messazes to the
serzeant as well ns relaying messazes from nim, lster Private 7illard brought
two medical 2i@ men to a place along the tenk, told them to stey there while
he nimself crowled forward with a litter to z wounded men. Thoush he was ‘
nirned dowa by fire For 30 mizutes, he nacnzed to clear avey the underoruza,
snrend the litter, roll tze wounded mzn on to it 2zd dray the 10:\&1:}1 lister
bige o ths roilusy.



Meanvhile, three rmen with a cachine pm hed moved wmder hem—'y fire into
the drew to the lelt rear of the platoon. In o short while all were wounded.
£n attendt by part of the reserve of Coopany I to come from the szme direciion
to the assistiance of the platoon vos likewise wnsuccessful. =i

As early as 0900A a forward observer for the §63d Field Artillery had
revorted a number of enery, at least g platoon in strength, In the drow belween
Companies K and I ot (9012504, Trese or other enety troops appeered fram the
right side of Company I's hill and rmoved towerd the bunker on the crest, The
2d Platoon of Companyy I allowed them to zpproech because of gn initisl un-- -
certeinty vhether the troops were part of the 3d Platoon moving up to pttack’
the pillbox, en wmcertzinty induced pertially by poor visibility, partizlly by
lack of ccamunication vwhrich otherolse would have pade clear the position of
the 3d Platoorn, ord pertially by ths fact that most of the enemy were wearing
paris of the wniform of the Thited States Army, particularly American Iield
Jockets pnd overcoats. Thnis lacz of certainty was dispelled whex the troons
ot the crest of the hill bYegrn to fire on the 24 Platoon. Dais cowntaratiack
w5 also defepted, but the platoon remained pinned dowvm 'Lmablv_.e to gfvencs.

Meanwhile, the 3d Platoon of Cozpeny I haod bezum well in its mission to
atvence on the rizit glops of trhe szne hill., It destroyed =n emexmy bimker skorily
rfter bezinning its sttack at 0520X% and moved across the reilrozd irack.
Inmedipstely it bezan to receive cross and frontal fire. Just beyond the
railway the left flank of the platoon encountered a mirce field and swfered
several casuvalties. To by-pass the mire field the platoon moved slizhtly te
the rizht and dowa the draw. Althougr the casualties were so nimerous that by
CE3)1A ona of the wowmded reported that the platoon needed more men, the platoon
knocked out pnother esnesmy buner znd zdvenced down the draw negrly 300 yards, -
Zpeny fire was so Intense that 2 nediczl aid man was killed whils he was in
crocess of Dandaglnz the arm of 2 wounded platocn lezGer, 3y 0930A the support
platoon of Company I and one squaed of Compzny L, the Battalion reserve, were

4

noving to the zrea to the rear of the 3d Plztoon. The 1lst section of the 1st
Flatoon cf Company M nrad moved in to zive supportirg fire. One squed placed
its znacainz zw av tie cormer of the cdestroyed tuzker; tce otner moved i
peaind the co7er of a fallen tree. 2oth the rifle mlatoon ond the naczine
vz £ ection were suffering hezvy casualties from mines snd &nall zrms fire.
tae rest of nis squad, inclifing the squad legzder, hed 21l been vormded
1lled, Private Advert A. Reed, 33335038, continued to fire the Fum zlone
a stoppaze wWrich could not Te imrmediately remadied put the Hum out of
n. Frivate Reed then noved over to the maciine gum berind the fallea
Thiz gun was not firing tecause 211 of its squed had been wounded.
ate Reed omernted ihis zum uatil enemy fire from automatic weapons cut and
3 clothing in tte region «f chest and zroin, Ee then resoved this zum
=rried it Tackt to the bunker besids which he had been
s sun, Vrea this second mpchine gun stopnad firing decause
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nll the crmuwiition hod boen hiot un. Priveate Beed moved forward end retrieved
s autematic rifle waich lay besi de a wounded rifleman, With this third
weavon tke rrivate continued to engnge the eneny ond pgave coverlng fire to
tie rezaining riflesen as they withdrey to the rear side of the railroad
tracies, Lpter when he wus himself withdrowing, Private Reed gave help to
his wownled vlaloon lzader, helpins hin to the aid statlon, _ '
Trie Losiasndins Officer of the 36 Batt
one tgu=d of Coapany "L 23 forces adlitiozal to the support platoon of Com—
nany "IY vhic: was being comnitted in the nrea of the attaclk by the 3d Platoon
5f Company "IY. (The lst and 3d Platoons of Company "L" formed the battzlica
reserve; tae lst Platoon was already belug cozmitied in the Company ng! area;
the 3d Platoon had a streuzth of less then two sgucds, of whicn one full
squad was now being CO'""IiutEu.) As soon g8 the BqL.:‘,d from Company "LY% moved
into the eneny zone of fire in the prep of tae 3d Platoon of Coupany "I°,
shortly =fter 1020A, Serceznt Jomes M. Cnsey, U2 070 719, the squad leaier,
was wounded in the eroin. Unable Lo move forward with the squad and unable
if he ¥ent low 2nd did not expose hinself to fire, to inform hinself of the
sguadt's rpoveaent so that he could conirol it »s it noved away from him, Ser-
e:x;t Czsey rose to his ¥mees ond chouted dir ectlons gnd orders:%to his nen.
Leter ne vandored his owa wouwnd, =nd still later, as he wos withdrawing with

tne rest of the forces, he suffered g broken legz from small arms fire.

2lion kod decided at 09304 to send

| o (r

l"\.

By noon, then, of 15 Febru-ry 1545, the zttack in the Company "I sector
of ire 295ta Infantry had not a‘cta_izled its objective of ssizing the second
rnill from tke left in the Bliesbrudd %i2ld. Instecd the 24 Plostoon of
Connany "I, thouzh it hed kmocked ou + five enemy bmkers and repulsed two
ereny cowzt e sttacis, was pinzed down, wnzble to zdvance, from the skirmish
line which carved upwerd from the draw and backward along the left slopa of
tie nill, its fartherest sdvance being zbowt 200 yards from the line of de—
partura. Toe 24 Platoon of Company "IN, forced 37 a nine field on its left
Tlank %o meke its line of advance dowm the rather shallow draw on the rizht
clope o ine hill, had silenced resisiznce in two enemy pillboxes ond same
07 its forces 2o noved as far a3 300 ysrds ferward of the line of departure,
zéveacing down the dray touward the cunlacenent under a long diesgbled and
nosondoned German tank, Bub the 3@ Plotoon's casuelties had peen so severe
thnes, evex with the ossistece of the ceomnany sunport platoon 2nd 2 squad
Irom Caaneny "L', it nod Lzen wmable to oveoTceoms the eneay and ceize the hall.

Vezziaile Comnany "X¥ of the 255th Infontry had 2lso bezw an attszek in
115 secbor, the lor-e, wooled hill to the left o7 that sttaczes by Compeny "IN,
The ptizar Dezmn ot 05154 on 15 Fedruary 1945. This attack againat lignter
owoo3ition tzan thal encountered by Company “I“ was much more succzssful.
At the stort the 23 Plztoon of Ccmpany "K' was on the left, adjacent to the
Qrow D2ivzen the sectors of Comneny "KM 2nd Commany NIW . On taos rizht flank
wns the 13t Platoon of Comsany "XKY, forningz the rizht flank nlement of the



b3l Divisiocr and -1(1,)1(:5' nt to Conpaony "3Y of the 11Uth Infantry Rezinent
of the 44th Division. h 34 Platoon of Company "&' was to the rigat rear.

For the first threc—qurters of on how ofter crocoinz the line of de-
narture Company XY advenced almost without opposition. Then a mackine g
be;mn to fire from the left esminst the 24 Platoon; enamy norter fire Degan
1o £211 in the sreay ond thers wes continusus enewy c3all orms fire frem the
front. Two hwmdred yards to the r*iht fron the encmy 2lso send up two red
flares vhica o wrisoner of war loter identified 48 g German siznal meaning,.
"Pre eneay is attackinz.' 3y 0500 the 24 Pletoon by-pussed the mochine gun
on its 2eft, leaving 2 unit to silencs the weapon, and deth the 228 end the
15t Plztoon, in spite of heovy opposing soell arms fire, zdvanced 200 yards,
5o that the 1lst Platoor was on line with the 1luth Infentry on its right.

rhe 3d Platoon of Cowsezny YZ", however, was having difficulty; the platoon

1thyk hsd been wounded znd the platoon was sonevhat disorsanized. It wns sufier—
ing casunlties from flaging nachine pun fire vhen 1t moved Into a mire fileld, |
Tarough the cofforts of Tcchnicsl Sorzeant Conley K. Horrell, 34 882 693, =nd
Staff Serzeant Georgs R. Dodson, Jr., 28 600 LOY, the platoon was re-organized,
and contact between elements of the platoon 2s well es with the rest of the
company was re-established, The vplatoon wit hdrew from the mine field and
reonested Cznron Company of the 255%a Infentry to shell the mined area.
The 1lst znd 2& Platocns of Coapany "KW hed elso encowntered a mine field
but ka=d been abla to find waths through it and coatinue, theusn slowly, to
pd7ance. By 0300 the lst Plaioon, on the rigt, was forward of the vead in
tas trail at 50335549, more tzan 300 yards *Orﬂafd of its line-of departure,
and it had suffered alrost no casualties. The 24 Platoon was to the left rear
oi the lst hizvingz moved more slowly bscause it had had to kmock out fowr
enmy buters, bub it too was zlmost without casualties.

A% zxproximately 0930, tnrough soms error, the 24 Flztoon on the left and
the %3 Platoon on t“e rizt were reported to ag on their objectives. Actually
tyin were st1ll some distamce short of that positionm. The 3d Pistoom had had
52 meny casualtiss thnt it regmested supnort, and th lct FPlztoon of Company

i, mera then helf of tk atta2lion reservs, was coamitted and sen to the

) =1
rran. The Jl Plhtoaﬂ of Comnany "E' also asgei for a sgusd with a hesvy

Tight flenlc Vecause the heavy mechine which
bzea baily shot wp., Having conmitied his

* 0 the 34 Bevielion rcqu-ated the reglaent
3% the regimental ressrve, Yo occupy to

the rear of Comnany K the positicas whica Compaany "IV was 1eéYinbs

Two hours =sfbter the First reports that they had reachsad uheir objectives,
and only slizhlly mars L ive hours =fter the zZttack behdn, the three
wiavoons of Compauy WM were well alons in the process of corgenizinz their

r rpasitiosa oo their obje: ive zad veTs powning up scattered enemy ro-

S 3~ the prea, cenivring of killiaz isdlated eaedl groups. In this



work tae Battalion Ranger Flatoon was giving nssistance. The 1lst Pletoon
nad come throuzh the action without a single casualty; the 24 had only two
crounlties; the 3d Platoon had suffered heavily. But reinforced by the

Hancer Pletoon, which moved into its area ht 1015A and assisted in re-
orzanizing the advance, ond later strenzthened by the 1lst Platoon of

Coavrny "LY, the 3d Platoor of Comvany "M hzd moved up on line, and by

13454 the remalning elensnts of the original platoon ond the supoort -
plstoon were digzing in.

Epving made sure of their objeciive elements of Coapany "K' pushed
Leyond the positions they were goingz to occupy end moved down to the
streza, the Scalierbach, at the foot of their hill. Vhen they had made
gure tbat the enemy had withdrawn from their front to the other side of the
strean, they returned to their positions ord prepered for their delense,

This action was accomplished by 1400A. By 15137 the right flenk of Coapany
MEW wzs in visuol contact with eleuents of Cowpany "BY of the 1lith Infentry,
2né the two companies vere in positions iaich nade it possible to cover the
aren between them with fire. Latar » peirol from the 11bth Infaniry vaille
crossing the draw to Company "K' positioas encountered enexy firer tae two
flank elements investigated the draw, fouzd it clear of eneny, and coordinghed
their fire, .

Tarlier in the day, bezcauss Ccapany "I' of the 255th Infentry hzd not,
a5 nad Company "Z", beea zble to seize its objective, iwo platoons of
Coupany "3" had been comnitted to mositions to the rear of Company "I, The
Company "3P Platoons Dezen to move from their reserve pesitions et 1237A.
2t the sane tine Comoany "T", the reserve compsny of the 2@ Batt=lion of the
255tn, waich had been in repdiness to become the regimental reserve was |

riered to rove to take up the vositions left wunoccupied by Comvany - U
oositions ta the rear of the Ik Battzlion. 3y 1415 the morters of the Vespons
Platoosn of Coapany "BY wec-e being moved into position with those of Company
WIt ond found that Company "I was using its reserve mortar esmxwmition. The
rifle platoons of Company "B" moved to positions where they could cover tke
witndrawal of thz eleaents of Compeny "I' yhich were pianed dows in the area-
of thelr attack. Thesz elements =fier witrnirawinz toox up res2rve posivloaa
ceiind Compeny “3Y. '

sttock in vhich Compaaies "EW ond MIM of the 255th Lulsatry par-

+ wos the left or western flank of 21 action involving ite whole of

5 Infentry Division to the rizat of the 255%k.Infentry. All taree
reziments of the Lhth Division were im the pltick, the 114th Infentry beinx
just to the rizat of tre 235th Infantry; the other two regimeats of the hith
Uivisiony the Jlst Infartry zad the 324th Infeniry, were furtier to the rizhte.
T+, Jst Batinlion of the 114k Iafantry, the wit adjacent to the 255th Infaniry,
Ueooon the shbeck with two companies, Coanzaies 3" eand "C¥, on liney Comoany |
La rizht flats of Comsezy "2 of the 255tn Infantiry.

(ol

Eorgan: & _ 5
"3" wins on



Company "B" of the 1luth Infaniry ad7anced initislly without ovposition
-1 durisg the first howr of the attack movad forwazd 500 yards to the ro=d
Sunctioa ab C9OTISWTT. By O730A its right flank elements had crossed the
roilrsad track at the edge of woods ot (HLO3551T, bk its 1eft flnnk elenent
wns nolted by a Schu-mine ficld in the woods Jusd rorth of the railway to -
the rist of Coapany "X" of the 255tk Infaniry. Coapany ngl of the 11lth
Jafantry, furiker to the rifii, also began by advancing rapidly witaoud
opositiony by 08504 it had crossed the railway trecxzs to the right and
norih of Bellevue Forme QINDZLRET, dub ita 1=0% element hed siruck mines oa

west

Sne Toad west cf the fwm. Lo ils ag7ance the infantTy was assisted by at
least eizat tanks wilch moved up the road runznizs east past Bellevue Ferme,
3y 09304 th

e twd rezinents to the left of the 11utn Infaniry, the Tlst and
the 324th Infantry had rencaed their init ial obiectives. At the sane time
the two comsanies of the 11lt: Iufentry to the rist of Company "K" of the
255tn Iafentry had Advenced less then two hamdred vords to the north oZ the
redlwoy, Toing impeded vy the sines fidld anl osposed by hoeavy fire frem
eneny mortors cad auteant ic wernons, Compony 431 of the 11htk, h=oving
swrrownded «nd Ly-passeld 3elievue Ferme noved iato anc throuzh the point of
voods at L1E3, ant by 10154, vhea the form was teizen, the forward elencnis
of Compeny "C' were abreost ol the atiacking elements of Compenj U34 of tme
L Fontyy at grid lice 557, and boin coapanies were forward of Company
" 255k to their left. 37 chertly ofter 15004 Comi:enies W3 gnd "C!
s the 11bin Infantry hed reached tnelr objective on the forward slope of
311 to tue right of Conpeny "Z' of ‘the 25540 ITafeniry; Company Bl of the
114ty ImTariry, the reserve comgzany oF 1Us battailon, committed at 11304,
was enrazsl in mopping up the ands to the rear of tkhe other two coaoonies.

’
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AL the wzie Line Cobpany "B" had esteblished visutsl contact with Comveny "KU
of the 253th Infaniry on its ~izsht. During the eorly pert of toe nignt ef
Feorusry Sie 1lst Battazlicn ol ithe 11iih prepered its cdefenses azainst a

e

.sssivle earmy counter—zilezck, 2nd omerated patrols and continued mopping
N .
LY
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oY
k1

Jp activities wita the aid of searca lighte.

fone of the units on the front of the Witn Division, to the rigatv of
t-e 255t Iafaniry, cppsars bto have emcountered opposition as forzidadle
o5 Srat woich confronted Comneules WIn .nd UKW of the 255th Infentiry.

Durins the afterncon of 15 FTesruary voen elemsnts of Compeny "I and _
» squed of lonpeny HI# of the 255ia Infantiry were withirawing under the cover—
iny fire of =lements ol Compaiy Wil of the szme rezizeat, Comoeny nFH . the
pessrre coToany of the 2& Baitellon, hod Tteccze the regimentrl reserve ant
seriag it Swe pleiniiy of Mismriller (5353 vo hexe WD nasitinns to tie res=r

., v 4 wleic.n of I anl %he rexairler

of Company "' on the vigdit ==t ol one
of Comozay "1" on thc lefi. Tiaen Aee
: & Company "I' Leld positicus in the ssctor to tne rear of

+v e hill waere Compgay "IW nad otttz vad, The rest of Compaiy N30 releasesd
IV

Cozpany "3
2

Q
witndrewzl was completisd, one nlatooa

L

- ] Lty - . wo, - ()
b A resioeal ga A8 Butkeldon, 25 26704, Sowet DLk of the Couzany "I
g : . \ ; - , = it
sechor ond progesied "EAST 0. oThtn 4mron:n the socbor Leld by Company "4



Lere it was to attack to the left and west of Conmpary "K' and approaca from

the rizxt flemk the hill wvinizh Cozpany Y“I" had been xmable to seize by
fro: n-{-LL avv CL d\n‘iﬂb the da\f. ."-"
Meonwhile it was necessary to provide for any couater zttack which the
cneny was likely to pownt grainst the regimeantal front. The use of Company
W3l a3 rerinentel reserve and, later, as an part of the 3d Battalion had
1eit tne 1st Botitolion without = reserve comcany, ond the use of Coammny YF"
-2 the regirentnl ressrve after Compeny "5" Lad beea relezsed to 3d Battalilon,
rrerat that the 28 Bottalion hod no reserve conpany. A numoer of reinforce-
nents, newly nesipred Lo the reziment, had arrived ot Sarreinming QGUSH, the
locntion of the regimential commond post The Zezdguerterc Commzndant was
oré«red to send the 37 ==n and the non-conmissicned officers who had been
nesimed Yo the 34 Zattalion to their wits. To the 2d Bottalion as reserves
went 19 osn and the non-comnissioned -officers viio had been zssigned to that
telion. The reserve forces of the {irst battzllon consisted of 18 nen
n Compeny "A', 2 number of ren freom the Resicental Anti-Tenk Compeny, and
ne g3signed pon-~couaissioned officers of the newly arrived resirnforcemexts,

o

| i:t

Cennany "3Y, having witkdrawn from the Cozpany "I" sector and noved
‘nroush the new sector occupied by Compesy "X" was mrepersd to sttack from
the right flank the hill which had been the objective of the a2ttack by Bonpeny
"I%, Crossirng tie line of dsparture at 19254 the evening of 135 Febrvary,
Conpany "B" ncred forward to the wsst dmm into the drzw on the left fler:
of Comzany "Z" and into the clesring at @599550.. As it ztienpied to cross the
clenrinz Comdary "3" began to receive eneny small 2rms 2nd machine gun fire
viiich elowed its vrozress. Two aad a half hours later, at:22004, the conmpany
rad crossed the plesring to the edzs of wnoda on the western side-of the
irow snd was abtenpting to move 1w the slope of the hill whaere the 33 Pletoon.
0f Campary "I" hed during the morning -suffercd heavy casuzlties. The opposit—
ion to Comrany "3!'s" advance cazme chicfly from four enemy bumlkers shica tte
Covpany at first tired to by-nasa waile serding a combat patrol out to desiroy
the emplacemsnts. In tris actlon it was unsuccessful, and shortly dbeiore
nidaigat of 15 February Company "3%, excent for the combat mairol, moved

onck to the east 'or Compeny YZ¥ side of the clearing and begzan digging in.

Tre last hours of the day hed 2lso broust a hezvy barrogs of moritsr and
~rtillery fire frea 53's, accompanicd Ty smell =rma fire, to the sector -eld
on 1ill 225 by Sompany "O! of the 255th Infantry. This s:ctor 1=y west, to
thz lefd, of the Liil held by Compary "LV, thot is, it lzy oz the west side
5% tne sseondery Tozdl, nurber 3, simning soeth 2nd southwsst frem Bliesbrucren,
Dy csairash the seciorT to the front of Comuaeny "Z" hod been very quiet,



Certain other events of the day, not directly a part of the nerrative of
the attack, should be recorded. Ia pddition to hexvy mortor fire, the enemy
Wivd rockets ngalnst our attack, some of the rocets falling in the vicinity.
ol tie 3d Battallon Comnand Post in Wiesviller, Mhe enemy also had consider—
able armor in the vicinity, at lepst twelve tonks being renorted to the
rezimental froat, thoush some of tpese moy have been assault guns, But the
enesy dld not use tanks in the regizestal sector, just a3 the 255ta Infaentry
¢id pot employ tenks, thougs a nuzber of then were in the area, because the
terrain wes nol sulted to their nse. _ 5w &

The Comuondine Offices of tre rezizent weal to tkhe foruasrd aprea befare
t -

ci.e attack begen pnd remained there tiroughout the day. Dwringe the norning
tue Commounding Generpl of the 634 Division plso was in the forward area for
o tine.

-One occurreace was sozewhat wiusual, A number of vrieoners of war,
cagtured by the 3d Battalion of the cO5%L, were being taken wnder zuard plony
the route to a coilecting point for ‘ransvortation to the regimenteal pezd.
»i111i%ory Folice of the ULin Division overtooi the guard and his prisoners on
tho rond, offered :nd vers 2llowed to give the nrisoners tronsportation.

Tie yrisoners were tzken to the Llith Divieion caze.

Ou the morning of 16 February shortly after 11004 Comtany "B" of the

235%n Infoniry renswed its attack on vhe hill which Comuaay "I" hzd not ,
seized the preceding day, 2nd wiich Company "3" itself kad not besn able to

toke the night before. Az2in the allack moved owt from the woods on the
t s

loos of the hill held by Cozzany "EW ond across the clearing., This
ime, however, two other elements were att aczing 2n conjuzction wiih Company
"3", To the left, Company "I, recorstituted as a single platoon of three

Scuacs, Lwo attacking and the third beinz in support with a section of

1i/4% nachine gms attached, pzain advanced woon the hill from the sonmih and
forward of tke railway, vheuza this time from 2 voint sonewhat to the right
of tie pesitica from whick the 34 Flotoon of the comvany hed attrcked the
previous day. The third element in the astack was Company "L" vhich had
retuwrred to the hill adjacent to the highway so that it launched its action
irea the 1left sToge of the nill saich vas to bs seized, ’

The comnmications used in this atiack nre worth notinz. Company 21
vonlcd hzd Tound the ranzs of it nlzioon radios too linited %o be wseful in
1 e Tifteernts, uz ths radios in relzy to maintain cortact
Within fthe nlatoon For t: ions on 15 Fetrusry. In the atback by
Cosreny "3 communieation with tre Comrending Cfficer of the 3d Battallon, to
vmleh $he cumomny was atiosacd for ina acvion, was mulntained throvzh » line
splicad in To the lins to ithe telerhone corrica 0y the Fforward observer for
¢onoTiar secvion of Compary " vaich wes giving suznort to the attack., Staff
Serg

ibw L. ihwmford, 17 035 345, the mortar forwasd observer, advanced
taccing ecuelon of Cozrary "3Y, loying nis own commiaicztion lins



#9 Le weat, O his own volition he sent back information the battelion obe
servation vost concerning the progress of the sttack and the locztion. and
novenent of Conpuny "B' as well as intelligeace of enery activity, this in
oddition to directing mortar fire. Once he wert Tar forward of his tele-
rhone position Yo gain knowledge of the advance end received frpzcents of
vhite rhosrhorus shells on kis clothing, . g oy BT B
In generel the ettack went well. Conpeny "3" reached the bottes of the
¢raw neetizz only slizht opposition and by 11550 had crossed the clearing .
cnd started to tirn north in the woods on the Rill vwich vas the company's
oo retive.  Ab this point the coapany bezwn to be opposed by macaine gun fire
s encowntered o mine field, Eere Private First Class Jomes R, Hgson,
39 08b 012, heving penetrated some distance into the nine field, inadvert-
eatly exonloded 2 mine, thoivgh the explosion had blown off his foot, Private

wason would not allow medical 2id men to endpazer themsslves by entering
the nine field Yo assist him; instead, ‘he versunded then to throw mediczl
eouipment Vo him. ‘hen he hed bondaged his owm wount, he tirned pnd con-
tinued to fire al the eneny. Several bhours lsier ne directed the activities
¢l the Azm=emitica and Pioneer ¥lavoom os it clearcd ine field to react him,

vion to its alterpt to move northwerd in the woods and towsrd tne

of tie hill waica was its objective, Compeny "L began its attack

@ the vest side of tne kill, opposite the atiack oy Company "S", and zt

the sexe tine Cozpany "IM moved in from the south. 3y 1243 Company "I® had
#ivenced 200 yards without beirz opposeds Comzany "I' had destroyed and passed
two emplacezeats and was tirninz norih into the wools so that its attack was
now parallel, rather than opvosite, to ilhe direction of Comrany "3's" gdvance.
5y 1305 Cenpany "3" had reacied its object ive, bzd eslablished contect with -
Company "I", had arrznged for the dattelion Lmavmit ion and Piomeer Platoon

ar @ nine fi=ld end nelp remove sone wounded troors, The
alion 2ad besn with Company "IW in the attacks.

ChmmsmCins OiTiosr #f° thé 28 B

Ee now senl ths Renger Plotoon 25 2 contact rzirol to the left towsrd the

orez where Caasany "LY was zdvencing. £t 12174 Company YIY czme up_ over the
- z -t -

tridze to the left of Company "IV,

“he oujactive having been reached, Compzry "3BY poved through Company "IV
ard returned to its former a»rea -nd reverted 1o lst Balt:lion cenirol., Com-
paty ML orgonized the defense of the new sscior.

Cn 17 Schruesy t5 Tat i ;
Vs the Fist edce of o abize nz the 2534 Infuniry and other elements
Yo the leit of tre regineztal front. The 255th Infantry was responsible for
tiree actiond on the doy of the attack. At 02G0i-on 17 February it carried
cut "Oner:ztion Gazma". This
Bl Xedyz V2Y Totward of the Lip

2t

werat ion consisted in movinz a plstoon of
e eld by Comnany "Z" plong the left flank of



‘he reziment, a line ruaning southwest on the ki groumd overlodcing the nain
road, nwmbder 1, between Fravendberg (5559 end Vewnkirchen @5253. The platoon
of Cc:?.p“n,}' g r:oved forward to the new vosition, the area between Q541595 md
&)“3990. without Crp“Oﬁition nt 02004. .

The other two actions for which the 255th Iafantry was responsible were
r~1dz, one with the cods nme "S=atilde" by the lst Botialion across the Blies
Hiver in tae vicinity of 3liesbruccen 5557, the other (in code "Porsland") by
e 21 Battnalion or Babklirchen G9359. This plso involved crossing the Blies

Sincs tae pluns involved the use of the battalion reserve capanies, Can-
panies B gnd ¥, for the ralds, the eaployment of these two caompenies in the
attzck by the 3d Battelion on 15 and 15 Fedruary relsed the question of wvhether
vlzns should be made to use other elesente of the reziment for tae actions. IN
fact a chonze was tentstively szreed unon by the Regimeatel 5-3 nnd the Com—
nonding officers of the two Battalions invelved., Ia the eventw.tion, howzver;
the ralds vroceeded 25 orizinslly planned, or nearly co.

Raid "Seattle" wesintonded to cause as much dmmnge end o5 DRy cpsualbies
a3 possible in Bliesbrucicen, being in part on zction to mizlead the enemy as to
tho sector of the caief action vhich was the atiacdz by the 2531 Infantry aad the
TIEs Division to the left, The rpid was corried oul by szventeen men frm
Ceompany 3 of the 255th Infantry led Bty It aur.en‘__-.. Donald E. Broczel, 0539}-’.»92.
The rgid vas plznned to include twics that nuber, but a numder of the mea wno
srs 20 have been in the patrol were wownded in the attacde in the 3d 3ztialion
T on the dzy before, and others, because of difficulties witha _the river

covld not be tazen-to the Bliesdbrucken side. ALl the men vnho made
patroﬁ nal teen in action in the attaccs by Companies X and I during the
= of 15 F csrury end in the attack by their own company in the szme greas
Feorupory. They vare, therzfora, tired =nd reluctant to start on aznother
on, but Lieutenant Sroczel's lezdersnip was oble to easpirit the men. Ee

onstrated his leadership znd courage the precedinz day in the sttacs on
11 in tie 34 Botizlion sector. “hen he saw e fellow officer, the 2latoon
er of a platoon attackinz pext t5 his cwvn, Lieutenant Brocrel took a .30
ore 1igt machine gun froa its triped and, in order to o to the wounded
st in Full view of the cnemy, firing the machine gumn from a
on to silence tas eneay sutomatic we=pons in the hedge row before
er had fellen.
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s crmm:ad Post or Commany B ob 03204 on 17 Fedbruary.
dter v3ly 8 Tew hours of rest. They maved to the west bank of the Blies River
%11:.‘1 they vars Lo cross at c5515'{9. At this pomt the river, ita rapid waters
siz2d by thuwing w2ather, wes forty feeb vide. The coveringz sroup of the

o '.:l completed crossing in rubder boats by 0442. This group had the mission

z po3itisns at (591530 2nd 533531 on the higr growmd north of town
Sron -.-hic‘.; it could lpy wmrotecting fire for the 23sault zrouz., Althouzr two



Loats overturned and one wns lost 80 that same men had to be left on the approach
aide, the assault group had crossed by 0520A. -Duxringz the advence toward town
Leiutennnt Brockel wiped out two enexy emplacements, one a mortar position

viiere he killed five eneny pnd wounded zt least sevea, Hiaz clothing was cut
tarougy by machine gun fire which also wownded his hand, a fact which he on~ .
cecaldd fram the men lest they becoms panicicy. At 0703 the two-minute artillery .
rreparat lon eaded, and the patrol calered the town, throwing waite phosphorous
and frazaentation hand grenades into dbuildings occupied by eneny troops. They
used autematic rifles pnd sub-raciine g;uns to reply to enemy fire, =speclally
saiper fire from second-storey windows, The patrol returned at 08204, exposed
by daylight to enemy observotion, It suffered only three wounded, killed more
than 20 enemy, anéd broug:t in one prisoner of war, taken as a guide should the
patrol encounter mine fields on the return. '

Raid "Portland", the demoastration dy 24 Battalion of the 255th Infeniry,
becan in conjunction with the attack by the 2534 Infantry to the left at 02004.
The raid begen with the preparations for nutting o bridze across the Dlisa River,
This action drew heavy morter fire. By 0520A the bridge was finisaed, and tae
crder was givea to artillery, Cannon Company, and Morter Platoons to fire their
mission, first 2 mission in one section of town to deceive the enemy 23 to the
Dlace of the a3sault and there a mission on the part of the town actually to be
raidsd. At 05004 the order to maoke this ehift in fire was glven. Ths pattol
frem Company E raided the town successfully, aad returnsd 2t O7O0A with eleven
prisoners of war. In preperation for this return staff sergeant Edwerd H,
Potierson, 12082140, czue vack to the rallying point with seven prisoners. He
lcft the srea to hdlp the pstrol leader reassmmble the patrol. In doing so
Sergesnt Paterson entered a Schu-mine field 2nd detonated a mine which blew off
his™ left leg. In fallinz no set of? znother waica chattered his rig:t erm and
627 2rasly injured his right leg. He refused, howevsr, to allow other members of
the patrol to endanger thasir lives by coming into the minefield with a litter.
Instead he cracled out of the minefield wmaided. The only other casuslty of
the patrol wad one man wounded by shrprnel. Before the raiding party had re-
turned, the 25322 Inf _niry was roported at 0520A to have tzken its obJjective.

The 255%1 Iafantiry coniirnued tn defend alonz its sector frem 17 Fedbruery
1o 28 Tebruary. On 17 Fedbruery tairty—eiht former enlisted men of the regiment

wzre conzisaionsd second lisztennnts by babtlefield agpmointment.

Durinz the nignt of 20-21 February the 254th Infantry, ninus two tatialioas,
rrliered elenents of the 255th Iufaniry =1d the 253 Infantry. Specifically,

-

F of tae 255th Infaniry, the left flank platoon of the regiment,

ruary the Cemmendingz Ganeral of the §3d Infantry Division presented
_ 2e Silver Star to ist Lisutenont Jzmes A. Undine, Jr., 01321339,
Rzzimental Comaand Post ot Sarreinsmiag, Frones, %he first award of the

Ca 27 Feb
W 3 o s
e

T St:xr In the rezinment.
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The 255th Infantry Rezlment, commended watil 20 Mared 1945 by Colonel Edward
L. Chpzal, 015791, and after thot dete by Lisutennnt Colonel Jeaes I. Haptcaer,
01tb357, enagezed in three nttacks duriang the month of Maorch 1945. The first of
thesi actlons, 2 loesl attack by the 1st Betialion 255th Infantry while sttached
Tor operations to the 253& Infantry, bezan on 3 March 1945 and erded with the
successful seiyure of its objective oa 6 Herch 18L5. The sccond attack of the
I55th Infantry during diezrca 1945 was part of a larze-scale action by The Seventh
Arny, bezinning for the 255th Infantry on 15 Morca 1945 with pn 2bttack in Gerneny
to the Yorth of Sarremenines, france, ond continuing wntil & larca 1945, by
vwiich date the Zezizent had broken throuza the Siezfried defenses In the Saar
Sl gt lmedier souch tof Hosool, boo oplsea. iy wbjective ‘berong thomaln sren of thgss
defenses, ond was out of contect with the enemy. TFor its third offensive sction
in ¥arca the 255th Infontry, again as wnri of a larger action, having crossed the
Phine River north of orms znd having moved south to relleve eleaents of the Hltn
Infentry Division, attocked southuo*d toward BEeidelberz on 28 Marca 1945, crossed
tne eckeor liver, captured that city, =nd was continuing to attaciz as the zonth
ended. During the intervaels between these three attacks, the 255th Infantry
occuoied defensive or reserve positions znd prepzred for the offensive actionms.

On 1 Harch 1945 the 255th Infaniry ocewnied éefensive positions oa the high
grourd overlookxing the Blies River froa the southwest. The front extended from
vwest of Frauenberz Q5055 southeast a disteznce of moproximately 5590 yerds alng
the Bliss River to 2 nesition opposite Bllesbrucken 45957. Two battalions were on
line: the 28 Babtalioa was oa the left, in oositions zdjacent to those of the 24
Bnoitelion of the 25Utn Infaniry, 2nd held the section of the front extending from
Fraventerg to znd including Blies Zdercinzen 5753, with Comnmnies ¥ and G on line
#xd with Commani E In reserve in the vicinity of Folpersweiler 75533 vhere the 24
Bptialion Corme=ré Post was also located: the 1st 3zttalion 255ih Iafeniry was om
tae regimentel rigat flan'c with Coanznies € gnd B on line #né Company A in ressrve

-

»t Gross Wiesinger Eof whaore the 1:i Zst%zlizan Conmmond Post was loczted. The 1st

Zrttalion Tight boundory waz the rizht boundsry of ine 235th Infentry ond of the
27 Infenit Uivisicn =5 well =s of the “HIst Corss. Adjacent to this rizit
5o o1lary were elenents of tne 2d 3atialion 114in Infaniry of the BUth Infantry

B R To e o

th Infantry's Xegimental Cc-a2nd Fost wzs loceted in Serreinsuing 5454
>34 bezn since 20 Jenuary 19%5. The 3d 3attalion wes in reserve ot
Hof 75255 vetween Sarreinsning and Sarreznenines. '



During 1 Hareh 19%5 tho 3d Battelion left Steinbacher Hof and moved to relieve
the 1% Battalion on tho right sector of the regineatal front. The 1lst Battalion
1z od into reserve prepartory to being attached to the 253d Infantry for_o;aeratior:s.

At nooa on 2 March 1945 the lst 3n of 255th Infantry was attached to the £53d
Iﬂ." ;i for operations to make the main effort in on ettack by that regiuent to
e vxd nold the high growmd east and southeast of the towm of Gudingen, Germezny,
LB e WOOﬁeu ound overlooking the town aund the higfiway and railroad running plomg
tiie Sapr River betweea thet town and 3udingen 4boclh to the south.

rield Order 11 issued by the Conmanding Officer of ihe 253¢ Infantry ot
0073204 prce 1945 crdereé the followingz sequence of actions in this attack: At
0304304 Marca 1945, more thon nine hows before the attack, elements of the 2d
LTattzd ion of the 25%%h Infontry were to rald Hablkirchen, coded eps Zald "ZV; this
tovn is nore than & Yiloneters soutrerst of the prez in vhich the atteck vas to take
ploce. DBefore daylight the srme norring, the 1st Battzlicn of the 255th Infantry vas
to move to pn pecembly nren in the Einterwsld (A0EL, e-st of Bubirgen, end to the resr
of Cemweny A of tre 2533 Iafentry. The 1st Zotielion 255th Infentry vas to be reir-
forced with otrer elemants, -~zone then elemexn gf i ti-—..._n- Comnany of the 255th
Infzntry; atlacred to the Battalien os well was Conpany A of the TL9th Tauni: Bati.dion,
nocomyupDy of nediun tank s, vhich wons to nmove to an ndjacent ecsendbly zrea.

cfF i;
th
*

Between O4OOL pnd 0O00A of the spme norning Ccz:man;-' B of the 253d Infantry was
to nove forverd from its reserve positions, north of Xleinblittersdorf C;,h 2, n»xt
relicve elements of Comnomy C 25331 Infantry iz its sector north of Bubingen %"%‘1’,
2 section between the Sass Piver and the Hinterwzld waich was held by Compeny A of
toet regizert. Compeny C 2534 Infantry, less the rigat platcon of the cozpany, wes
*‘neﬂ to move to the essembly area to the rear of Company A 253d InTantry, the zrea

ere the 1lst Battalion of the 255t‘_ Infontry 2nd tke Converny of medium torlss were
t be assexblying

At 03130524 liarck 1045, one khour before taz attack, one comnany of the 2'5’%11

Infertry, with a section of af»sault 2ms, was bo raid Eartungsnof (5364 end the wools
to trhe nortn, coded "A'"; this lar f2rm housz strndés in o velley north of
211688 8bch TEERY unE E‘-Ec‘r-_rinpr.n ZRTEH, on eren eppTonivately three kilometers to
the southesst of the mnin attack.

From 142 Yo 1LO5A, the five —inutes =recelinz the start of the attack, the
iilet Field Artillery Bzttalicn ves o fire on artillery sreparaiion om Chject ive
Gl e B misn ANl (Rue Bisnuery oy Dirseery; ofiginally BhO sebers g eltituée) from
vitich stone nad recently bYesn puerried.

At 1054, the M-¥our of the atiack, Ceommeny C {ninus one platoon) of the 253d
WLr7 vas to alvance, seize, and nold this hill-cuarry. At the szme tinme Ccopany
. ‘-J"tr; Chenlerl Hattalion, t*-»c ed to 1st Battelion 255th Infentry, was to smoke
Lo et :nad aren cnl ledl vne Eannbusch C,Lf,o pnd OO:ED nortn a-

LatiEhy ke i 5 VEE Hidds & ad
vert {(Ilg. zeyead snd to tho lefi) of trhe hill-guarry nnd sverlooking Guiisngzen L5eo"
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Twis woods waos the objective of the atteck by the 1lst Battalion of the 255th
Iniontry. vhile Comveny 4 99th Cnenic: Battalion wes smoking this erea, a smoke
screen, which was to be meintained wntil ordered 1ifted end shifted in preperation

for aiding tke artillery by screening enexy observet ion from the north and north-
cast, tho mnin attack was to begin. ' ae

The 1st 3atialion of the 255th Infantry, with the close suppert of Coanezy A
of the 739tk Tan: Battalioe, was to attack, scize, and hold tre Eondbusch, this
being the main effort of the action. ' i

At 16304, if weathicr vermitted, the XIIth Tactical Alr Force was to bonb
Gulingen Q4tbd, and then Fechingen 25166 end Ischringen 2505. ‘hen it had seized
tre wooded prea overlocking tae town, the 1st 3atinlion 255th InTentry was to raid
Gulinzen, cleor the towvn, ond estadlish roezd blocks and a sironenoint southesst of
the town. Agein tne 3attallion wi® to Ve supvorted oy itne Comprny of rediur tanks,
vaich then vas to revert to the control of tane 2531 Infentry n~nd Ve prevared to
renel eneny counter-rtiacks froa the nortk, northwest, ané north east. In the
vooded area, objective "EM, ihe lst Battelion 255th Infantry was to be given

immediate, close sucport by the 4224 Tank Desiroyer Battalion.=

vlzce vhen thne coapeany vies relieved was to be crdered to Zop w isolated resistence
Tetween the hill-guarry 2nd the Sger River, an aren ppproximetely one ard a half
“iloneters in wicth. :

If necessary, the plztoon of Company C 2534 Infentry which had been left In

Field Order 11, Eeadquarters 253d Infentry, thus provided for two chief i
actions: The seizure of tre hill-guarry, objective "', and the selizure of the high
wooded prea overlooking Gudingen,'the woods called Eahnbusca, coded as objective
NEM . Objective "M was the tesk of pert of Commeny C 2332 Infentry; Objective VE"
w25 the gozl of the 1st Eattalion 255th Izfentry sunported by o company of pedive

- S,
vyl

In accordonge with thz Field Order, elements of the 2d Battolion 255tk Infantry
sed the 3lies River st 01304 on 3 liarch =nd conducted Zaid "Z" on Esdkircaen

5G. Tre raidinz warty encoctered hesvy cnexy suall-prms and mochine gun fire

- vounded two of the z=tro fore the river crossirg was comnleted. After the
ers withdrew, trhey czlled for artillery and cennon Tire on the eremy positions
sr=led oy the encnyls ottams Lo shon the raid. At 13352 of the sane ggy Commazy
vop 2amte lpiwabn., mElNcooged

sact ion of a2s5,uit s rrided
E ; > rortz, the roid being vreceded by five

s of ortillery fir , in tne Tace of nediun onposition
tizgz of mochipe gun, smell arms, morvar, sad lizkt ertillery fire, Conany

1 n= out thne settlement with one vlatoon
itions to the east of the settlement
twe north. 411 elezents were in position
5 .
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iecnvhile, the maln atiack to the nerth and west had not deen going well
beeanse of intense enemy ovposition. The lst Battalion 255th Infantry moved out of
tho assembly erea (see sketcn) following tenks. Company C was on the risht moving
vn oleng the edze of the woods south of the qlarry. As forward element of the
ntinek Company C was to take the left or west holf of the woods, Objective "EY,
Coimpny B followed at three hundred yards. As second element of the atteck Company
b wies to seize tho rizht helf of the woods.

—aﬁ

Url
-

ne tanks followed by the infaniry, moved into open country (G500655) thney
encowntered fire fron anti-tank guns et the two southern points of the woods and
from a gan between trhe voods and the hill-guerry. Six tanks were quickly rendered
incIfective, and the rest of the tank company ther withérew to its originel
rssendly pree, reorgponized mnd moveld to set u» o base of fire for the infentry.

|

|

Corparny € 255tn Infentry, eltempiing to advance without the tanks hef moved ‘
forwerd about U400 yrrds by 14254 pgninst artillery fire. ihen the coTmpany, having !
- eGvanced perraps E0D yards, reached the oven zrees vhere the tznks had been sionned, 1
it ran into hervy enemy fire from automatic wespons loczted in houses at the edre |
of toe guerry, (\.pOE‘:55) snnroximately 200 ye_rds esst of the road up vwhich the - ‘
tenks had vroceeded. At the same time the troops were receiving fire from €8
millineter guns leceted in and on the opposite side of ithe quarry. Recelving fire
Trox frvont, right, @d ¥ipgab vesr, Co-1p?'1 C withdrew to recrgenize. ;

Compeny £ 255ta Infantry had advanced froz= the assexdly ares to dig in at
nositions to the rear of Company C cn the right and@ also to the reer of Comveny B
to tae left rerr of Comzany C. Comnony A had gone forward and orgznized iis
¢efense when the lst Platocn, on the rigat, wes ordered Yo edvance and %ake =
house (500055. At 1700A Comvany A was ordered to fake the objective which had been
essigned to Ceopany C, that is the left half of the hizh, wooded ground of Object ive
"d', By 17354 211 elements of the 1st Battalion 255th Infaniry had cleared the
houvses Lo their front 2nd were atiempting to meve Terwerd uO the soutnern end of
ire voods waich wvere the objective of the abttacx.

In the merntinme Conzany € 2538 Infarntry, e2dvorcinz a=s the right element of the

» ned beer atiexpting to clezr the kill-guarry from which very intense fire

on _“131“3 on S“he other eleneants in the a2ctioa. At 17004 Company C 2534

°ry vas urderszd to suwmort the action of the 1st Battalion of the 255tk Infantry
advrice Loward the ssuthorn edse of the woosds) by fire 'P'ro"i the northwest

vme lowier, orn southers, hzlt of thse pv":";. Bty 2103- smnany C 2 3d Irfpntry
s tne souvthern ha1T ks

pafl in the I‘L" 01 res wnlch nad Zrown no;e determlnﬂd 25

r vart o1 tneir cvjective Company C 233¢
ive positions along this lower hal?

- =y - . = 2I1C - 42 - =
auerry HN3E55. | . - B

nfaniry hrad been clezrinz out the
ne left »le tOO“ krd beoon Cestroring nachias gun positions




vith white paosporous hond grenandes to clear the woods to the west of thke guarry,
woods on bizh pground commanding the main roed and rzilwey between Bubingen and
Gulingen. Vith the way prepzred by this action of Conmpany A 295th Infentry. The
llezimental Battle Pairol of the 2533 Infrotry advanced to clear the houses along
this mein ro~i so that Zngineers cOﬁld establish » road block south of Gudingen.
Sut tne Battle Prtrol was delayed by eneny namina guns to the left of the high'-c-:r’
(H52955. '

At 2330A CG""?MJ B bezan a nizat attack to try to reach the sowther edge of
voods Q502000, the battalion objective. The area hod received a two-minute artillery
vroopration, vert of it vhiis phosporous, dut Ccm“:any B was not gble to seize that
vert of the voods witnin holf nr nour of the attczzled plvance. An enenmy patrol

forced the Compeny to dig in 200 or 0 yards south of the lower edge of the
Laanvusch. A

: . ;
The first day of the attachk, 3 March 1345, ended with Commany C 2532 Infoniry
- hoving teken half of the hill-guarry, Cbjective "™, and with Company B ESStH
Infanlry attenpting unsuwccessfully to remch the nesrer edge of the high, wooled
rrownd, Cojective "A'. The 1st Bettalion of the 255th Infantry had suffered noaovy
losses. : z

Durinz the eerly hours of U Marca 1945 the 3¢ Platoon, the left element .of -
Conceny & 255th Infantry, having cleared the wooéls ch95655 to the risat of the nein
Lighwey to Gulingen, moved north 2nd west, silenced enemy resistance arowé o
rozd block at dﬁ9"500 less then =2 “170:e~er south of the town, and zwaited tke
Sattle Patrol oi the 2533 Infantry which 572 or €20 yaords to the south, hed bzen
helted In its zttesnt to clear the road.

Betweea 04254 and O700A Commzny L 2532 Infantry noved by foob the 2ssembly
srea G507zLU to the rear of Company A 2534 Iefaoniry, there to be prevared to resist
~n eneny cowter-gtiack.

Comreny € 253d Infantry maved forword from *he southern half of the hill-
alar Ty

»oint

Cojective Mill, ond finally clesr=d out 2zd reduced the last enemy strorng-
thet sosition by OLILGSA llsrck 1345, The guerry hod been wrotected by
y &S comnanding ground, vas held deswmerately by the enemy, one
,aruiqﬂ thab the guarsy zad beza ordered held zt 211 cost. ke
the fact thpat 211 shells not only ricocheted thanselves
ionnl shrszacel.
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SJefore Suapeny © 2533 Infratry had reachce its final otjective, it had
tustained an eneay counter altuc between its position end that of Company C 255%h
Iniwntr- to the left. This eneny attzc was renulssd at 0315A.

The 3¢ Flatoon of Compony 4 2
ine position on
i B¥fpnano int

5th Infortry, or the companyls left flan:, moved
ere it h»d earlier Jmocked out an enexzy rozd
, owinzinz neorih and west in snits of eneny




osposition, established a road block and began digzing in at 1010A at a point Just to-
the south of Gudingen ot GLSTo65. Later this vositlion was supported dy 3d Platoon

Ant i-Tankc Company 2534 Infantry. The rest of Cormeny A 255th Infantry had ettacked
from the west against the left half of the woods, Objective “H" at 0500i. They

roved glong the left odge of the wools esainst eneny duzouts 2nd ceptured 2 number

of prisoners. A4dvancing north througa the woods the compaay atiempted to selze the
hich growd to the north of the woods, H3ill 295.3, but pn enemy tenk forced the
ccmpany to withdraw to the edze of the woods and to bezin digging in. Before the
dofenses were conpleted, the enemy comter—attacced with four tanxs supported by
infantry. Trec-dursts fron the tank Tire coused numerous casuelties emong the men

of Compary A. Nevertheless the trooos held and revelled the attack. 3By 1010A tre
Conpany wos dirsing in snd organizing e strongpoint in the woods. Commmicetion
lines had been krocked out by this attack zndéd becewmsz the nuierouws cas:valties znd !
the constant mortar and artillery fire mode the rezstzolishing of the lines
imnossible, this nart of Coamany A wes withcut commwmication, emceot by messenzer,
for 22 hourg, when conmunicstion by SE 320 was orougat into actilon.

At 157224 the tanizs of Co--sp‘,n;/'A Tugth -e.. n Eattnlion, vhich at 05101 had
moved into positions below the guarry and sowh and vest of the Zinterwald GMHLo q
vhere they wvere tn brealr un an eneny counten-t..pcz in case any of the betizlion
viere overrun, vere relessed from the c9ntrol of the 2533 Infontry, effective 1200A.
The tanks left the zrea of Lleinblebtersdors 2% 1L904. '

After being stopred in its attempt to enter the right half of the Hahrbusch
during n rpisat attack, Commany B 255th Infentry oitednted a doy attac: at 50252,
tke south ecdge of the Hanrbusch. The attack zet heovy resistance from enemy strong-
points and nillboxes, and the company was azaiz halted, suffering numerous '
casuelties. Plans were, therefore, mede to tzke tp the best possible holdinz position
for the night. Coanenies 3 and C 255%h Infantry were to e orgenized into a singzle
comnany in positicas where they wouwlé be in C'D"l‘t':!ct with those elzaents of Coamany
A 255th which were in the left hplf of tae Eazntusch and also with the platoon of
Company & orzsnized zt the road »lo c.f south of Gulingen at QUYzHE0. Company 3 253d
Infentry, earlier relieved in nositions above Bubi. zen by Comvpany L 253 Ianfonmtry,
w-s to organize south of tze vocds to crotect © renr of Comnanies A and 3!3 255tn
LiTantry ~n2 to nmaintsin contact +-ith Commeny € 233¢ Infantry on the hill-guarry, |
Chijective "als : |

vlta the units
res'-s by Co-"} _n,,r

ccu'::}'ina t..v
riod were these
Cocamenies I oan - sneetive : glé vositions in grid ‘

b IR 1Y - -
c-veras 4SOl . s of the 24 Batinlicn
i IR 2R Gy

L, InsEneae, in grid smr-a'ea
2} RnU BAig. icn. ©Cn the left
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frea the higaway to end including the left half of the Hghobusch were the positions
Wweld 1y Coapany & 255tk Infantry; on the right, vhere the front curved south, were
the positions neld by Compzry B/C 255th Infaniry and ~djacent to these the positions
neld in the guarry by Company £ 253d Infontiry. o

mhe third day of the attack, 5 lMarch 1945, orouzkt virtually the conplet ion of
tro seizure of the two ovjectivs "E' and Muv. it 01254 Conoany 3/C 255%a Infontry
TGecnn to move into the riznd half of the woods. By 05104 the dowle coapany was

Girsing in. A& 6208 Compeny B 253 Infentry moved forward of these positioms to
clesr ihe right Lalf of the wools. Aeninst opposition from enemy infantry end tenis,
it oivsnced to seize the wools which i1 renorted taven at 1210A. During the action
tne ccoapsay el Xmocked ouv one tonk ond captured 15 -risonars oF wer. . Zarlier
Compeny C 2534 Infantry hed azain moved to reduce enesy resistance in the quarry.

At 03334 the connpny reported having clesred out the eneny snd ag=in reteken the
cneay strongpoint 2t toe nortawest end of the guarry. By 1300A the tvo coananies
Viizm pofe wn 1st Bpttalion 255th Infeniry were orsenized iz the woods, and Compony

successfully toizen the pesk obove the left helf of the WOCAS,

Tue cen unscle Lo seize tue vrevious dey. So well:wes it in
' possession of Totn meax and forword slope tkat cormumication wire was belrg rvn SO
tre company which hzd had no wiire cormunications since esrly morning of the day
before. Comzeny A 255%th Infantry also raided houses Yo the west of thelr nositions,
Wouses on the outekiris of Suiingen and tcox & prisomers. “hen the company
renested the rzid con order of the Pottpslion Commender, The Company captured U0
.ore prisoners of war. The third @ay had bsen relovively suceessful. DBecause | :
Ccapany 3B 253& Infertry held positicns in tre trovolescne rizhat half of Objective g

i+ was atbtached to 1st Battalion 255tn Infontry.

s
i
i
b- .
o

The fourth dev of the attack, 6 Marca 1945, ended wilh the attecking elemants
resching and crgenizizg the Tinal areas of their cbjectives, strengthening their
pouitions with &efensive wire and nlpes. Fatrols which had been operating during
the preceding dayr cont inned to clear out pochets of eneoy resistznce to the reer of
tne Torwverd positicns, porticnlzrly alcag the roa? nnd railwey north of 3ubingen.
Altsamsn Comweny L 2530 Infantry, in swonort mositica, reported heavy morisr fire
=k UEDR, the eneny osnosition esmecindliy ris =riillery ~nd norteor fire was only
g -w-.te durine the eariy prrt of the seriod. AL 10304 » wlztoen of Comeany A
£ mn Infontry abtrciced eneny instzil-tlons to ile wost of their positions in the

S4E o c £ the hill overlooking Txfinzen. A pletoon of
- +1 'z pttecls ani by 1210A had orzanized the
el ot % c==ony A sector, the crater nt

. Bloel-., Con%inued znesy zttemnts to hold the

1 : e from the coxmanding positions these were azairc
il o C 277%¢ Infentry, sent out to clear the guarry at
i%r 7 resy Tire from o mositisn there. 3ub tuwo zouwrs later txze

smeres b nnimoint. “hen Co=n=xny 5 253 Infantry ked 2znin ccaplei-
v Comm-ny L 2532 Infrotry -inich moved from support
completud 3 EElABE 5 12308,




Operations Iastructions, Headguarters G3d Ini'antzy'l')ivision, 0511004 March
1945, directed thnt the 25hth Infostry shift its boundary to the west to teake wp
itions held by the risht flank of the 253d Infantry, This done, the 253d .
nfontry was to trke the positions held by the 1st Battalion 255th Infantry which
nen poved to reserve in the Steinbacher Hof 05255 ond reverted to the control of
no 255th Iafantry. This chonze was to be comvpleted before midnight of 7 March
JE2. - >

Ca 7 Hprch 1945, the 1last dav of iis attachzest to the 2534 Infaniry, ths
1et Battelion 255th Infantry i-proved the defense of its sector om the hizn ground
ccuthenst of Gudingen. Company A 2535th Infentry sent o strong cozbat patrol throush

o 2

Gulingen el along the nain roald to Sparbrucker to a point at CUELUST8; the patrol
cncountered no eneny. This matrol wes the last act ivity of the first atisck action
ol thae 255%hn fontry during March.

On & haren 1945 1st Battalion 255th Infantry returned tc comtrol of the reziment
end noved into reserve nosition at Steinbacner Eof wnere it spent the rnext fevw doys
~in renedilitation. The regziuent nmaintained its Gefeasive nositions until tx»
nizht of 12-132 Morch 19L5 waen, in accordence witn Operations Instructions 21,
Seszdquerters 255tn Infantry, it was relieved on position by elements of the 11lLth ‘
Infentry Rezizent With Infantry Division. The 255th Infantry nmoved to Sarresuenines
and received iraining on the ettack on pillbores in preperation for the second.
oZfensive actlon of the reginent during arca 1945,

At 0100A oa 15 March 139U5 the 255th Infantry tesrrn the second of its attack
cctions for tke monta, This atiack was vart of a larger action in which the 03d
InTantry Division, reinforezd with tanvs attacted, in conjunction with the L5ih
inTantry Division on its right, to uncover tre defensive nositions of tae Sieziried -
Line, penetrate these Siegir defenses, seize Zassel (5574 and the hilly wocded
rassel is gporoximately LDD0 yards east end soutk of

d I
e

i
t. Ingoert 5575.) ‘ren tae &% nfzntry Tivision haod saized this objective, it
wes 1o turn ke Sieziried defenses fron the resr and capture Sarrecrucken qb71,
cotisted by elesents of the 70tk Inforiry Divisi<n, attacking fren the south end

% iins triazed in Fidld Order 75

T An NEAY sreag
g™ A% 1R95 00 Larch 125, Phis Field Orler directed
> : serdz) et E-Eour (210227, nassinz through mositions
£o17 0y toie Do5th Infoptry norid onl woet of Bileswcrsweiler 51, inm » colun of
-rit2lions.  one batt-lions were 41 naren froo darrezyvemines, crosting the Seare
krer, VO TEzgh e5sanuly oress in Yne Dablenreid, nlonz Hishwey 2 leedinz from
Jerrezusni. s noritawerd Lo the west of the Elies River. Thac colwnn of battalisns
725 to asuentle with 2¢Battalion lezcinz, follawed oy 3d Bathazlion, then 1lst 3att-
LRlon. Tng povs of thie 258tk Infontryts atinck lay west of a line rzaching from .
Aliesvolenen HLO2, northesst wn a Graw and alon- ~ rosd at the west edge of the
¥o206, the kircheawzld, to €rmesheina: ihis rieal Youndary inclufet Orneskheim 5256
g extenda” northesst to snalude Onma

shein (5759 -2 well., This right bowné- ry was



gapred by the 180th Infantry Pegment of the U5tk Infeniry Division. <he lelil
boundsry of tho 25%th Infuntry, tho bowmdry whichn it shored wlth the 254th Infantry
to the west efter the pttoack begen, extonded from Xrumecfeld 0531535, north of
Blicsransback, in a northepsterly directicn so that It was rfiocent to but excluding
Dscaringen 5305 ond Ensheln BHUET. O

The 24 Bntialion, henline the coluwan of hattalions, wos to cross the line of
depmrture - tre :Ju.*lbnch running from the vicinity of Bliesransbach southeast into
the Blies River — pnd attack to seize Objective "Z'. This odbjective was the groud
of hills covered by a lerge wooded zren the nearer cdc*e of which was two 2nd a half
kilometers to the northezst of the lime of departire. The wooded arec is divided
intc three Torests, The Schorrenwpld €354 and 03355, at the southern end, the
Spuerackervela h-th and £L55, and the ho:w“elw:"_d o555 and L,DQ5E>. The 24 Brttalion
vos also to seize Objective "AM, Eill 372.9 C;;Lol', to the weet of Mbjective "Z" ~nd
‘above Hartumgehof 530, the sett lement rnided by tre 25Lth Inf;;ntry as & part ol the
action of the lst Eazttalior 255th Infeatry on 3 Marca 1945.

The seizure of these two objectives, "I! ané "A", mz- be regerded as the first
nhese of the attack by 2¢ 3attelion 255th Infantry, since the battalion, having seized
Cvjective "=' was to orgonize znd hold the grouwad, &wa,iting further orders. Field
Crdaer 3 further directed 3d Battalion, waen it hzd moved to the assembly areea, to

naintsin conbzct with 24 Batizlion and at H-Four to nove to an assemdly area in
Bliesransvaca 12 -ﬂrait ordars. 1st Battalion wes orcered to ewait orders in tke
=ssenbly area.,.aex -prepzred -to mrovids a reinforced nlztoon to mop up by-mvasced
rockets of resistance. One souad of the _.eg:_.cn.wl Intell*"e‘lce and Reconnaliss=ace
Platoon '.::l_tb »n attacaed pletoon of the ©3d Reconmissance Troop wes to protect the
riznt flank of ihe regiment srd maintain contact witz the L5tk Infe_ntry JDivision.
The 255th Infantry was to have the direct suoport of one coxpany of the 822d Tank
Destroyer Battalion snd of the 8533 =rd 522d Tield irtillery 3attelions. It wes ;
to have in generel supncrt the rezimentzl Cannmen Comnexny, the 716ta Field Artillery
Battalion, and Battery B of the 99ist Field Artillery Battzlion. Coapany B of the
70tk Ten 3attz=lion was to move after E-Howr to the vicinity of the Reginental
Command Post in Sliesgersweller (523517, west of tae Blies 2iver, there to await
orcers.

The 23 3Bettalior £55th Infzntry lounczed its oltack st 21N0A on 15 lierch 1945
»ad Ty 11304 nzd centired Cbjective "I which It wrznnized #nd defended for the .
we bosof Too oy ‘

-~

: ng desariuse the ©1 Battzlion eacountered
= rand Black 1 roo the sowtk into Rliesransbach =t
the po_nt where tne road crosseg- t"‘e stres ¢ builozch, just above the Gotzen—
msle. This rozé bloek w=3s not re d for neariy three nours,

Helf zr l'our éft.el‘ leavi“fr its
‘-
U

At 02004 iaile moving northesst un the high growmdsbove the sonme Hizhwey 2
totween o3 tenvolchen, on the regimente)l rights, ﬂ'cl Bliecsrrnsorch, no# occupled o7
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Lezents of the 25Uth Infontry, Comoany = of the 255th Infentry ccme woon Coapany
walch bad been healted in its attemdt to move to the asseobly srea. -On order

its Battalion Cormander Company L pttemvted to go arownd Cozmpany C, but both
c:mneuies were plinned dewn in the vieinity of 535523, sbove Retthof, by heavy
wcaine gum fire from (538525 further up the slove. The conmpanies sent out
‘zuevering cleaents to either side of this poini of recsistence, reduced it, ond

jiain)

e Commanding
> Faniliarigss wi*h Lhw
ce left of the 24 Battolio

Eii

A
b
AL

b

k3

ond a half hours later, having a@vanced nore than a kilometer, Company =
coorted that it was in contrcet with the manuev ering elenent of Company C end
;.: vards aguth of cDJ”CulVB s

.

LY
:‘

ernvhile the 234th Infontry on the left had rcportcu reaching aSchringen
5305, its Ovjective "A", and the 180th Infentry on tho right, having crossed th

- )liecs River reported havirg entered the woolds, the Breiterweld, on the hish ground
st of Bliesmangen - Zolcaen, their Oojec.-Ve s,

At 0L304,

L]

zimental Commnnder of the 255th Infentry order=d

therefore, to e

d Bnattalion to repcrt to the Rez i"e:.el Cormsnand Post Lo
tesdd

a

t
Wi teer of =
8 &i s oud to he prepsred to commit the battaliszn to

1

Althoeourh it continued to mneet resistance, vor-wqg_ny E advanced slowlv a:lnnsr the ‘

Wzen, an bour loter, at 053CA Company
znd Coan:*' G wes prenari:p to nove in

Ty

"nanzader ordered the 34 3ot

the ¢érzw, absove Gr Tenthal,

£
slogs p Kilk 183 (5 45528) and by 03331 hai reached QS5USH29 =lonz the west
st §

lesdine alonv the Schaaferabereg Yo the southern
111 930 yords away, waich was Objective "Z¥. At the sane tine

at 542535 in the onen fields north and east of Bli:,sranshm:h still
n_Objectlve A,

had entered the lower part of Objective
o0 help sween the woods, the Reginental
2lion 1o move from Blicsransbazch into position for an

[ L)

L‘f

J'..q.

zk on Cojsctive ¥al, ?il 3d Bettalion, which, it was initially planaed,

¢ move throuzh 24 3zttalion 1fter the conture of Cbjectives "A" and "2", was

ng to the 28tacik in a colwn of companizss, proceeding nlong the road east of
$ransoeca, tha Tecinant “ncleod word of the rrogress of zdjocent wmits: l2z22ing
zats of the 25%% Izfoniry were reportsd i= Zashein U7, their Objective "LY;
2574 Infantry had rezched all of its b jectives; bnt the 120th Infantry, to the
v ool the 235th Infontry, was meetine incereasad resistance to the north of tho

S 25951, treir Cojestive "3", 2nd was reinforclng thst area ps well as sending
ents iatn ZliesBolchen for 2 flam:zinz 2353auwlt.

~

A

e
.
S

Coupeny X, the lead company of 2d Battz2lica 255th Iafantry, having moved =long
o2d east out of Blisgerenshach,sent its 1st 2nd 2& Platoons norta throush =
defil=Ce2d &rew 200 yards to the right of the woods below Objective "A". At

A, vhile Comnnny € was atteaptinzg to attnck objsctive YAM from Q5355u5 to the

£ the nill and north of Hartunzshof, Comanny K beszsn the pttack fron the riz
i : . ? B - = P
{ the woods, that isfrom the scuthern slope of the objective. .Company ¥

fnTtward in

ling of pl-toons, sweznin-~ the odvjective with 00 millimeter noriar
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The following ore the uap sheets referred to by the co-
ordinates used in the text:

Fronce 1:25,000 Serreguedines | 3& 4
Germony 1:25,000 Sasrpemund Sheet 68508
Germiny 1:25.007 5% Johonn ' Sheet 6703
Cermany 15250097 Bliesrretel : Shezt £707
Germony 1425,090 Illingen Sheet 6003
Gerz=pny 1:25,039 Yeunlkirchen Sheet 6599
Gernany s Sy Eomburg Sheat 6610
Gernany 1:25,000 Ctterterz Skteet 6412
Geroiany 1:25;000 ‘ﬁinnweiler_ | Sheet 6h13.
Central Europé 15105,000. Kaiserslautern Sheet ILEI’
Germany 1:190,820 liennhein Bhest U-3.
Germany 1:25,000 Bernhein _ Sheet 63i7
Germony A52n. 500 Vierahein - Srceet 61417-
Germizry . 1:25,0 Lodenburg . Szeet 6517

Cersony LEER D Feidellers . Sheet 5512
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iv¢ while a pletoon of heavy mechine pms from Cempany M,

aea of 11"0 ::d‘-r.-mced i
2y uO

4+
anta

n nhed eu
ol the obje

teoblvreen £onsl
~n.d sniners
At 0303, tvo hours
in for their possi

eial
£ }zliESgE-\a’fﬂllu; ond A
Q40 tizey werc peyond ti

The seizur
nlonbiTy ma
2ding the {irs
024, theuzn Co_‘.pan}f i
ther orovlens in this
surs after the entlre woo
T
aily shot un, reporizd t
e was capniured. Also, t

0

ts fire across tho sl

ope. By 1811»'{.3.,

having established a
only 17 minutes after

mozny X had seized the objeciive and was reorgenizing to
ed neerly 20 vrisoners of war »nd hed suffered no

Comnanies £ z2nd G was als
sauntargd e::cmy rifie
chive. lipvertheless

to be clerred out.

efter the Regldentsl
ble use, the tpnlts of

0 progressing,
fire from the.

thoush nol so repidly.
slope of the Eeldenkonf

by 0359 they hnd cavtured neerly two-

Comzender had
Company 3 JO%h

tw objective and had reached the phase line rt.:ni.., throush Sauer-
cimerhof (5L5552 ond Eunacherhof (5Z5LT. By 1130 the
h-:‘-'e overrun the entire objective, thoush there vere still poc-cs_.s o}

4]

4,
[
£
4

roconanitered the
Tonk Betirlion moved out

Aveneed throush the ares betveen Objective "AM and "2", ZEx¥

the notthern end of O

4 e of OuJec+lvaﬁ el ong n:n’
d the second, nore slowly, by cou
ik t Thase of the Resl *“en-..-:.lmt ack, a ozas

2ed OGSjective
istaznce in

oznosition. Une pocket

rinalned in the area tatsr

Y2 peen lefl i thls prez as CTomeaniles = an
}latoon of Comyany B witn the Int

ex2lore€ to ra2duce this onpasition. 3By 15L5
iapsrted to have suffered nimerous casuzltie
Cpvsnny o wns ovdered o more somts snd assi
triv gneny sironznolint wro clesred.,

A% the Tirsi vhese of the attack by the
Ll Tmen gremante -c_-:.tz: from pdjricent wmivs.
risnt, wes hovins conz difficnmdiy in clasrvis
rerr ool s pdvencs clelents,  And O
Zechringen £573, hoad tsoken the wron
od noved ot 1113% into the outskirts of Cm
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Lt v oy
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the objective wos slizat and a nrisoner of
% a2t his wmit was retresting north out of tre woods when
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f resistance, errlier by-passed by Conpanies I and C,
gen Ritthof 3‘3-‘2’) »nd Hill 323 2545527, Compeny F
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%, the leading Company of the 3d Battalion sttackingz to the left, hed selzed Objective
na" by 0847A. Compeny K imaediately reorzrnized and moved north and east.

tccording to Field Order 3, when 24 Battcolion ned seized ~nd held Ob jective A" and |
nill 33 Battalion was to move north and east with the pld of tanks and selze i
Ctjective "3" 5507, o hill east of Tnsheln and norihwest of Ormesheim, end

Cojective "F", Ormeshein itself (50bb, essisted by fire from 2d Battalion to the
g5ath., The 3d Battalion wes thea to contiaue the atiack by seizing that part of
(hjective "G" which lay in its zone of advance., GOvjective "G' ves Omnershein

579 oand the arem west of town alonz secondery highway 2 lendinz into the town

rom the south west alonz 4‘he stream, the Sa-rdach, including the high grownc

north of the road and strepn ps for wost ns the Dirtkeldach ot Qﬁ":.)'o' The east

zert of this objective was the zome of advence of the lst Bpattalion ; the west

or left wurzt of the otjective lawy in the 23 2attalions zoze of alvence.

Therefore Compeny X, still le=ding the 34 Sattslisn, otizchicd to the north and
esst, encounterinz eneny sanll aras fire fron the house rné brrn of Fonsheimerhof
(547550, The sssauit echelons of the two Jending dlatoons muthed Torward, lezving
elcients to reduce this rasistnnce. The 1st Platoon myms left down the araw along
the siresn czlled the buschbach, nacting enmy machine sun fire froa CHULE5R, codth

=

of Eschrinzen, knocked out the machire g ond turned rizzt w the valley ol the
Saarbach: the 2d Platoon, on the risfit, moved siraigat forverd:~cross the ncre of
hill called the Schorfech: thus, the two pl-toons converged in zn gttzcr on the
populeted crea arcowmd Gatnenzuhle ab, 550561, Faced by continuous saall oras exd
ortillers fire, the assaxlt wzves of the two plcatocns ninned down, Compeny Fa

rlaced all possidble auvonzbic weapons fire on 4ne towm o2nd sent the support platoon
to the rizht to a2ttack thae villege from the rear. This nmeanewer succeeded; eneny
ornosition ceassd, and the remzining 17 eneny soldiers surrendered. Conpozy X
reorganized and continuel to attack to the nortreszst at sporoximately 11004,
sfvancing toward Cbjactive B, the high grouwnd east of Tncheim. The 3d Pletoon, le2dl
vas subjected to heavy snall arms and artillery fire from the eaeny. Becaguse of
this difficultv the conmeny was orderad to hold its advancn since it hoé moved owt of
reage of supportinz ertillery fire. However, Cowdopy X asked for and received
permission to =tiack without artillery. By 12504 the company had seized Cojective
BB" end was prevered to continue the athtacz on order., :

At 13504, Decomse 24 Sabiplion uns ¢t ill ernzaged in clearinz Ov ject jwe 935 and
gther zreans, the 3¢ c+ ) icn was oréerci to sead o company to taxe Crmesteln,
3 o0 =% 7

Usjective ¥, Comppny £ wwas ordered = 1292 to continue its attack toward
Cojective G, the hizh ground zdove the Eircazlo-ch (5555. It wes helled Ty severe
eagay nachine g, mertar, esriillery Tive ond oY éirect fire fron eneny seli-

d

Yeirr locnied in the woods which

he epevr artillery being canlaced
on the rising growmd on the f»r sids of the Yirewrzlumca. (Jote thnt the eneay
infzniry was here ceferding a reverse slove.) Tae 24 Platoon of Company K noved
rigat fron its swmoort wosition, mede its woy bhrewsa an encay ninefield at the
cize of the w20ds znd alonz » cover:i route in the volley of tne Saarbach, so thet 1

sropelled ems, the eneny foru-~rd wosi
surrousds the crossing of srid lire:

b=y

{ﬁ
o
]

oubTlrnzed tae enear fors & ponitions. 3y 15L54, the vhole coapany had mov ed.



“rrovgh this route ond ablacked from the woods to grerrum cncay reer vositions.
And b 17004 Company X hod seized its part of Objeciive "G". In the action the
Cos “:- v kod des*royc"- or captwred 3 eneny 150m.n. gws, L eneny 85 mx towed gums
;:::d 2 full-trpcs prinme novers: it had also c- :ntured 30 cne*ny nrisoners, destroyed
A Gemaen show wezon, and a 1izht machine g sectlon hed Imocked out an enexy
tr. cized vehicle. In less thay nine hours nofter its originel nltack the company
had ndvanced aore thon five miles and captwred ne-fly 62 oprisonars, .

E

ile the 1st Battalion had been wo*ri-.:.v Torw~rd tarouvsh the zrea to the

vigpnut
nwast ol Chjective "2" -~nd by 1705A hod reached the roed at @5k leacinz fron

{-meshaim to .as::ari::;:en. At 18254 1lst Bn noved across road and sterted advancing
cward the rigwb half of Objective "G", Omsershein 58 9 end the aree to the west
of totm to include the slopes on both sides of the Dznlheirerba ach, thet Is to
include the nortreoast guerter of zrid square 5468, Coa wany A on the richt
extended Yo the vestern edge of Urmesheinm; Coanany 2 (ninus ome wlstoon, the one
nclving clezr ouwl eneny resis L-\nco in the renr pr oma rill 373) esuvanced on t-e
Tt aloag hidhuny 2 leading from Yewnshlerhof 552554 north exnc noruheact to
~Cazercheda adjacent to the S?arha(h. By IS3INA, rn o hour uibter i3 storted, Conory
A ves cn the outsikzirts of Chamersheirm znd at

d at 20354 was “rcaarin'r to send 2 ‘ol 25000
on & reid into the town at the same time thet Co omnany B hef seized its oo joctive.
Tre Tattzlion was now in a soam: h . c:-:_:osed. positicn. Ormeshein to its rear hef not
been talken, &80 OF the reginentzl rig? flan'--: the 1200 Infontry hed pdvanced no
furtiisr $aasn ¢ I z

2e hizh ground arowmd the croszinz of zrid lines 57 =2nd 64, a vositioa
1ol 5o Ter aévonced =s C:Ject ive "I' keld bty the 2d Battzlion of the 255th Infantry.

The 24 Battal
teize QOroezkein ol
withow aid Froo t
uss wwilling to ri

t
“,J

» bad been warned at 1350 to prepare to send 2 company to
Cojective “FM. Com=pmy 1 t=gon its gitack on the towm

-

because the Co:',‘e_ cer of Comzany B of the 70th Tonk Battalion
enling nis armor inlo the place—at 10D these tanls were

ond help Company I secure it, bt by 2M00A Company I wes
.-'It

341

vh engrey elcaents v.«'_tr.in the towvm.

ordered to enter
SLill snzgazzed in a

=
'

At 22364 Corsony G wes rezdy to move to Inshe im ‘"116"{ to help c'le':.e nts of the
Infrntry (Frhe town wns Cojective "LV for ih-t rzzivent) orepnize and defon

-
5 e .
S e =

13, by the 255th Infantry ended with

ives c*f:c:-:»t Ormesheir vhere resistionce

nei vns wder sttack vy
ce

fro-_.- ite line of sariure

Zln2ntal Commonder fssued Operations Instructions
o Jatizlions be premered at onmy time after 0873a
ik a linited pitack on thant portion of the Siezfried
sine 5 (north ~rd wust of Cnmersheiz) but not o névrnce
AR zen-Dohln=i+), fhig attack, the instructions



“irected, pmust present a nictwe of renl effort %o reduce thet bortian of the line
vul must uot exymge the troops so much that they conld not be withdrawn later.

v Jattalion wes to be prepared to move to Znshelnm, picx wp Compeny G, end de
vrenared to pnss pbrou,;-: the e2p prepared by the 251-“-1 Infantry (to 13-'16 west of the
feinting ._'wtc.C.rC) tere to defend and block to Lho vest. 1st and 3d Batlalions waro
w150 to be ;re_c:-rcd to wass throug: this gep and attack to the east to neutralize the

Si-ofried Line. The feint by the 255th Infantry wos to be accompanicd by artillery
#l7e and by diruct five Tron tanks and tonk desirovers. The frombal vressure was
o4 T o2
OhE Y pnttaTE e .

15 Horea 195, ‘-.'.‘_': relntlvely quiet. At 00303.
to aszist the 25%h Iafontry in defending th
attack on the Slegfried Line at 02001, ...-ne:;:
;;‘r.t of Crmershel:z during the dorlzmess. A&t 0305
n local cneny counterattack of onc tenx
plntoon Leld its vasitiosns, 3By 10102 Soumany h
im, Ucjective "IV, =nd fowmd the towm clenr so thot
ey

=l

5 3 z zed the town and "nu patrols to the flants, A 15M0a
cocoenny ol enemy. broons was repuited to ve novi ing nerih frea Compeny .k, appavont iy
relrenting, but ol the seme time an enerr ferce of o sproxinstely -10) eneny foot
troons neviang from the Qirection of C'_;cl?WO the hl"’“ erowxd sowthvest of Cber~
@arzbach attacked sowhenst agrinst Comyany B's positions at 4565664, the lelt
flank of the company and near ius bommdwry wilnh Coapeny K. Art ille“" :"ire repulsed
thiz atiack, ond 2 catrol moved owt from "'"T“an“ 2 to cdamcl the zfoz. “A% D90QA t:e
€d Zabinlion moved Lo Ischringen where it wos joined by Company G ot 20304, the
cimpeny hoving Deen relisved in Znsheim. ;\.t 19254 a notrol fron Commany L, the
1cft compeny of the rapimental frozt on Objective "G' had mase contact wit h elezents
of the 25kth Infantry on their Objective "iv, Juring the day nlens were zade by
ire Regimentnl Commander a‘:‘- the comzanding officers of their resvective wmits to

1se the tanws oud ta..x des eTs 28 g teen. The vehicles were to te put into

rox
nesition durinz cover of cla.rk:uess.

ssusd at 170:)9,0-.x Mareh 19L5, directed that 1st
ek OpaD.x 1t -:\"‘(.':“ 1S45 from thelr rOsitions,
Lir st of grid lire 55, and

on 255th Infantry uss to
.:

In zccordracs with this Operations Instructons, the aftnclk w=s reswied on the
wrnd Sy A7 '-‘."f:?'- "."‘1_’1 The 34 Bats th Infantry, less Comsmeny I, att-cred
X Coujective "&" :n2 noved to the

“eim din erid cpatiare F)‘tx'f.‘. P i e e o e |




sevare 5059, on the left of tke resimentsl front. The forward movement wes -
opoosed and by 051TA Cazphnies K pnd L were digcing in. Yhen visibility improved,
hewever, » short while later, the comnonies began to receive sniner fire as well

no hoeawr firc from macaine guns and nortsrs. Comrony I patrolled the streets of
Crrmesnein, to the reghent's riznt resr, snd workced out plmns for making a-secwre
deicose of the villoge, because earlicr o 1ot Bpttalion patrol had reported being
wirble to mpke contret with the 150th Inf-ntry to the rignt; this regiment's positions
vere last renorted to be much to the ro-r of the 255%h Infantry.

A

Troops of the 1ot Bpttalien 255tk Iniortry on the rizht of the regimental front
lso lpouwached ~n atiack. AL 05304, in conjuzctien with the attack the 3d Battalion,
tre Ttotlalion meved forward ond consolicdaven the higa eround nortn of Omzerzaein
ot 870535, Cospany € seizlng ihe ar:n east of Heckena-Dsalheinm, Company 4, ferther
cest, L“:ing tlie grounc sbova ~nd to the east of the hizhusy Setween Oomerczhoim

35 |
j=l
9}
'S
s
e

surzborcen to the north. Cumpa*v 5 on the WFft, 2lso chazred in the attack and,
veen it had tarea the pre- zalens the highuwsy leading norirepst into Hecken-Daklhsin,
L

one nlatoon of the company eciuslly entered the soutnensterny outshirts of the town.
¥nter iris vl-*DOh withérew co thal artillery ond +anit Sastrorer fire con'é ba placed
on the town itself.

At 08054 the 3d Battalicn 25Lth Infentry, on the left of the 255ta Infantry ‘
recaived a eowmtergitack, laler repulsed, but beacause of this delay the 255th was
unzble to use tonke and tenl destroyer fire as eerly n~s it piznt have. Eowever, ‘at
10004 the tanks ond tank Cestroyers began to fire.z-2inst Siezfried Line positions
in the 1st 3?»-911&2 aresz, =2n =cblon which Crew »n eneny covnterattac< to trhe front
of Conpany 3. Trhe armor poundad the pillboxes witn fire znd at 11324 the ten _
desiroyers moved closer to the position. 3y noon elements of the 1st aatual“UJ were-
noving throusn Chamersnein into nos-t;o*v beyord it
At 17354, the 1st Battezlion havinz secured ivs positiens, the 24 Battelion moved

from its niznt »ss2mdly arza south of Cnanmerchein, and sivenced to attack the SiezZiried
vositions at CH7370%Z, ncrth ond east of rec5en-Da_l_e¢n. Tor its pttack the 24
Jauttl;O“ moved beiween gnd tnrough Comvezny C on the left znd Comprny A on the right.
botn of these ccupenies attemnted to go forward 4o suvvort with fire the attack by

; Ey,tallo:: Cozpeny A met light resistance, but Convany C received heavy artillar
Tire of largze coliber ond nachine g fire from nillboxes in the line end was forced

b

tiee Ale e “Ehe sapny artlillsry rocitidns BHwi N5t ve obs=rved becsvse of heavy
onie and eust Lo ikhe froat. In the facs of very he-vy rszisisnce the 28 Battallon
fmmesd sods eantured Swo millbores
Lol we Z0 Gpit:liucn leunched its attp

: Conupny B nnd been moved froa its
o Toapeny L, a2nd had taken up

45 in grid scusres 5870 2nd

«nt flank 2nd to svusort by

3 A word wes raceived that

t% Infontry had come u» in lin

ilznad just btelow that town.

q.f

&Iy
mositions on tne rimt o the 1lst 3at glloq, posi
& £ Hinder Lwrebach, to nrotecht thHe

ttac!s by 2d Battnlion.
Ly on BRe sk us Ar
o

2 it R
oward the cnzi-w
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Thus tho right flank of the 255tk Infontry was no lanzor exposed.

Because n reconeissance party of officers from Company E were subjectad to
heovy fire and sufifered a aunber of casualties, Conpary F was the lead company in
the attack, followed by Company E and then Company G. 3By 1500A Compeny E had
renczed hi11 380, 5770 and proposed moving on. In this attenot the company
received heavy artillery fire and an pssault tean of tanks_and tan} destroyers
noved to assist the attack. Comnany F moved in on the rizht of Company E. At
13054 Company B captured the center pillbox on Hill 339.5 end was attecking the
Tortifications to either eide of it. By 225C4, Comvany F h=d ioken a plllbox
¢ tho right of Comjaay E, Company G was woving in bebween the two connanies,
n¢ Ceapsnies A,C, 2:¢ T hed moved into position Just to the front of the drapgons
cetl tank barrier. )

The last »ction of the third éey of the attack, 17 Narch 1645, wes the order
to Coapany I to move all personnel, less one platoon, astride the Kircheltach scoutha
of Znsheimerhof in grid squares 5509 »nd (5559,

On 135 larch 1945, the fourth dzv of the act ion, the Z255th Infontry continued to
crert pressure against the Siegfried cefense ~nd orenared for breacaing tae line.
Suring the early pert of the day Comnony F continusd to sssault nillvoxes on Hill
373.C northeast of Zecken-Dohlheim ot 575709, to the right of Compeny =, 2nd
crpvured a totnl of three millboxes befdre 05304, £ this time Comnany F wita .
Compeny G (which hezAd besn to the right rear of Ccanany F) was withdrawn and moved
to the vicinity of Crouersheim. Connany T on tne pattalion lefi kad sifTered heavy
cestaliies and nad to be reorgsnized. 3By 11L2A the remnining vlatoon of Conrany
I hed left Crmesheis and moved to join the company whica was digeing in in defensive
positions on tae rigat flank of the regiment.

At 1805U5 tarch 1945 the Reginental Coznender issued Operations Instructions

e = v A
z3. These instructions diractad that two consenies of 28 Bastolion relieve Connany
A ond Coapany EB oo position immediately afier dsrk on 18 Merca 1G45. Thess two

cazpanies wowld move to asseadly area nesr Chamersheim in nreparing to attack the
Sicgiried Line for a treak-throuzh. The 13t 2attalion was ordered to atback zt
330~ 19 Marer 1545 and raduce threes zrouns of nilldoxes! Grous 1, those on Hill
373.5 arommé the croesroads ot DI5753: Grous 2, those covering the higawey betwean
Grnershelim =nd Cuer Wimzlach b G577712; CGrown 3, thasez on Obentpler Zerg 5571.
LY domipeny weos % mwarews of 1% Jioreh. C Adzar-infantvy e
znd est=blish gz ro=d dlock Yo the norih
sxarough Commany € 7u0th Tenls Battalion
slion were 0 nsslst la redtining the pill-
this action Compuny O 2534 Zngineers was to clear the xine field

Bl

Qo w G

r

"

(J

"

:‘ s
‘L

5

n

5

X

79703 for passzze by the armor; ané during éarx on 18 ilarch was to use
~mnlitions to destrory the drezons tecsth in the area ns well 23 seven nillboxes.
Tne (S38 Field srtillery Bottolion was to use smote to scresn ohservetion from the

rround to the reor of the Siezfried Line and to newtralize enemy enti-%ank
The 3d Zxttalicn was'to be prevsrcl to follow the 1st Batirlion throush the




‘:J:'C.".C-ht
At 22004 18 Morck 1945, in accordence with these instructlons, Compenies ¥ end
G relisved conpenies A »nd B on position.

At 03304 19 Harch 1945, the fifth day of the attack, Company 4, noving throu,ﬂ,h

i eao in the drasons tceth nrepared by the Znginesrs ﬂdrp,chd toward Eill 373.b
Fu 05554 i hod clesred the pilluoxes there, those in G*omr:: 1 pnd was orgmnizing
R podiYisds IhE ¢Utnany hol Foeeived o rr::od ezl of machine gun fire and et
ne tanks were moving throu:i ithe érprons teeth, obscured by heavy dusu,

astrorers wire inzz a5t t'r-.c drprzons teeth for the sizmal to pove
L, C-C‘?-D:‘_'-" -~ C’\"lcd "f“ lit tf:.r bearers wnd for core zmumition. (The tanxs “rougal
the ammwmition along. ) : ; :

.+
L

Compony B besan moving through Cemwnrny & at 07254 preceded ond followed oy
Fuhs vhile the tank desirovers twned loft (that is, north) to establish a roed
slock om the road north to Ober liurszbach. In its initial advcnce Company B knocked
t one milltox in Group 2, But received so much nachine gun, artillery,

aué mortsr fire that 1ts Tirst atileapt to selze nll of Grouv 2 failed. The ¢y 1pany
withdrew to reorgsnize on the hl)l held by Conmony &. Having attacted again Cinveny
£ successfully seized the pillboxes on either side of the higiway ond held the area.
Company C then began to nove throum Commonies A and B to gttack Grown 3, the :
»ilibdox2s on Userteler Berg esst of the highway. Because of hesvy onpositioa the
ritack went Torvard very slowly. At 14304, an howr after Comvany C begea its

% , Cozpony F was attached to the lst Battalion to assist Company C. As tke dey.
ended the two companies were still sttacking. ' ' -

The _'f,c 2attzlion continuveld to hol.d its dﬂfenswe positions cn the regimental
rigat cduring the morning of 19 ¥arca 1945, a period in vhicz it was subjected to

increased lizht artillery fire znd to a nuder of rocket darrasges. At 11224
Conneony I was ordered to move to the north and east ond occupy Hoclzen-Daklhein.

+

Comnany I entered the tovn “ron the east plong the kigawey cming froa Comersasin -
ine connany encowmtered mines 2long the rood, 2ad vhen it had without muca opoosition
zlzpred the lower h2lf of the villazs, cLJ...cover-f‘ ~ ronfi blocx and, abt the enstera
to the tosm, o oridee with me—rleded éemolition charges. By 18504 ia
smrll aras £0d macnine zum Tire from SiezTried line vositioas avore th
foom, Coumany I hed sscoured its objective pnd wes clearing ovt civiliasns srior to

=

-A'
*avir bels scresned oy comter-intallige:

rhiry

By the end of the Gny the rezinent hed cantursd 21 nillboxes ~nd was continuing
bir wiTack. The 25Uth I rirc on the regimenils lelt ans the ’_ZOth Infantry cn the
r1 % were nlso continuins their nssault on the Siezfried defenses.

the atiaclk, 20 March 1315, mnrked the comnlebe breskthronza
ense by the 293&1 I antTy. with the Z3Yth Indantry, the raziael
. of the Jit Army to mpke this braach.




I was a Quy of great z!'l‘l':‘nc:*s. Comp-ny ¥, conlinuiag the atiack wiich it had
spored with Connewy ¢ the a7 belore, movad forvard neerly two kilometers to selze
at 13454 the rond Junction gt 595733, the point at which the hizhway belveea Mor -
nad Tiieder - Wuradech is joined by the highway leading o ou\.b. fron Eassel. The road
is here smdjaceat to the rail between tae Nieder - VWurzbnoch nnd St Ipngbert. Cordpuny
Jmeld dhe junction until relieved a2 17374 by Connmmy X.

Bl ion, less Compeny F, hrd alsn zrde a great a8vonee. It
el <

svavieds arm An hidelwat DAty en~Dahlhein ﬂw‘ St Insdert to selize nn obj-ctive
erwarinrtiely 3 ilasetery to tr.e northweat of Hpcokea-Dohliein. 2By 13534 1% had
vbwred this high eround cverlooking t‘~r nigiwny and near Melchenbrun: r.t

assligned i‘a Tield Crder 3, He-ig -__,_r*ﬂrf gnene Infanvey,

5

-s-‘"é'f;;?r’-}. T:*.in o's,j—: ;s ive 3e to the west of 4he orez arownd Epssel vhiich was the
—j ]
1 T ithich set the atteck in motien. ne 2¢ Zattalien nela

A% the s:ne btime the 33 Batinlion wes slso obtecicing But in the other direction,
tuat is, to the neriheast. Ey 13454 it h»d scized pn aresn slong the hisuvay bet\—'een
Hiedar=1n ""'D-'cb. B EaRERL, she slds Yo thie nodth.of dhe juaction. smied .»O"wm,«'

vas enpburing ot precisely the some time. Thic Ril) coamends both thne mighwey r:"‘.

the railrozd ond is the extrese vight uszt bon of the reginental : ob‘jcctmt. of Field
Crder 3.

ontact with the eneny abowt dzydbrezls end

tz=nce #nd the strazzlers laft
2z r2a Livisicn hed

alion 2594h Infantry was

PLEET ! 3
nlz-ced in resizen TosaETTa,

Thus the sixth dszy of thae ~biack, 20 {arch 1915, corst it b
tne nction Lo Trezch the 3iezfried Line. In the period the resizert h=d ad?anced
more thon eight miles over dif t terrnia ngainst strozg one pposition ond
vermanent del exsive fortificstisrs ani defeonses.

1315, Oolaonel Tlward 2. Crazal 215791 was relieved of the conmand

oy a2 25tn Infantry. 1% 22lansl Jomee 2, Halcher nsstmed command on thpt dsy ab
the Besloaatol Thedanf Pant 1B Uillardudls, Carmanv.
iy & enemy, on 21 March 1.5 moved 37
; . Cn tae

w0

o o O W LY
| bl

assmed ine

‘.J

lawewes. Lizhack, the
b 4. ez to o0

s 8 a anTigl of Bpeiaigs
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ssreadly nren pround Hochstcin }070%, wovroxinctely 25 miles to the north end emsb.

Yere prain the regkent wos in reserve and conducted rehabilitation ecd tralning
TAOTEIS . ]

Cn 23 Marcn 19%5, the 255tk Infantry noved by truck from the vicinity of
Zognrtedn to cross the Raine at Hemwm above YWorms and essenble in a forested area
¥i Lie vieimity of Legpertheiw, Germamy; M55114 : ]

uct ions 27, Hezmdgunriers 253th Infontry, 231933%. March 1945,
2454 Infantry relieve tie 114tn Infortry Reslment of tae Bhth

sri.ere LM e

Inlaaibry Divigion on posivion norin of Heidelbere and sitech to selze Yast cily.
In 4ha Ohk Sfvision tae EA3Q lufanbrr wos ib yeservig, the 25Uty Infoxtry on the
Division ri st (or wast) flini, the 225tk Infaniry on the lefi with the £7d
Fopsnadnsenoe Sroop oain ing centrel Detween the £55in In'apt*v and elenments ol
the 38 InTaniry and 1C Armored Division to the esst. The 255th Infoniry was to
M%e 10 the renr of the 11tk Lifcatry Dy truck chuitle. T..e 2¢ Batiolion 255%h
Isfontry wos 40 e in rescrve in the vicinity of Leutersacusen RB26C0, The 1st

. : . : - . -, . . . -
Tetiallon urs Yo atinck to ke enst pnd couvth of Schrieshein Po¥9] end yrepare to
2 -
&

seize Ooject ive iezelhousen 2751, Tre 3@ Battplion was to altace southward
; . oy & s -
Trua Sehricsheln Lo tare ieildelver; 35970,

The 34 Battalicn completed the relief of 3c Battolion 11l Infantry =2t OU30A ‘
or. 30 dorcn 1545, Falf an hour later it atlscied to the south of Schrieshein
2icag Eifwny 1 le~ding to Heidelberg, By 05254, Company L, tre leaGing company hed
ciized Dosserheln, excountering much tacticnl wire oub ittle or no resistonce. 3y
N310 the vhole bettalion was in Ileuenheir and Cofneny L, on the river froat,
Tirdine that all byridszes gorods tioe Hec:ar River had been destroyed, 1oc=teu a boal-
house and baran crossinz the river in row boals end csnoes. ‘ioen the 1st rlatoon
w2E acrost, it was ordered to raiura ilie boats, znd a process of ferrying Comgeny 1
¢rd the rest of Cozvany L across inteo Heidelberz. An hour later thea battalion was
in possession of the city, Compeny L on the rigait or west of ihe nerth-south hiz-
yr, tne Bonerstroszs, throust the city, Compenyr I on the lefi. Only moderate
;rbiliery Tire hed fellen on Hauezheln, plagcst the sole evidence of resistence oy
~n enemy Vao spperred wiibkirpwins to reor nositions. Eeidelberg was captured intact.

2nd then

o 0f Larch 1945 thas 255tk Infantry wzs the first element
; v the viginity of maideldberz. among the 7
crpbured by the 3¢ Battzlisn in thi

-

3
2arl 2edenweidt, Tormerly = braterin

Cn 3L Lerdy 19Y5, 2 treondwsy bridee hoving beern e
+T1y 1) o)cnente of the reginment croonued into inc




intlo rezimentnl rescrve froa Ziegelhnusan to Eeidelberg. The 24 Sattalion took up
vositions on the south side of the river in the zon= assigned to the 25354 Infantry
wrica on this day attacied across the front of the 255th Infantry. The 3d Battalion,
anving pttacked to the south and seized its objective, asked for and received
naraission to take the town of Leimen 1593837. %hen the town had been captured the

botlelion prepared to continue the atinck.
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Keodquarters 255th Infantry
APC 410 U S tny

30 Aoril 1945
REGD{DDAL E 5,
APRIL 1

During the month of April ths 55t Infortry was, fram 1 April 1945
until 23 April 19%5, contlnucusly attacking or prepering to ettacz. In this
attacy it pldvpnced during these four weska fros the vicinity of the Necksr
River near Eeldelborz and moved south axd east tc reach a position =
epproxinctely sixty miles beyond the Danwbe Piver, a position near Landsbersz,

1 April 1945

: Oa 1 4pril 1945 the 255%h Infantry Pesinani, commanded by Lt, Colonel
Jomes . Hatcher )-13:357, occuplied positions to the souwll of Zeldelberg,
Geimary, the city wilch it hpd tazen the previous day, The 33 Sattalion,
w.ich had crossed tho Neczar River in roy Leats and cznoss %o selze deidelbery,
fad osked 2nd received permission to continue the atizek to the south, QN

1 Soril the batiazlion held P33itions arowmd Lsiman 2533, sone six “ilemeters
soutn oi E=idelderz on the maiu ro-d rulng couth of taast city. :

- The 2d Battalion was in the vicinity of Waldhilstach, 2758 souwtheast of
Heidelberg, in positions to waich it had moved to the forwvard clement to
relieve the 2534 Infanéry vileh, heving crossed the Yeckar River at Hannhein,
Led noved east through the orea and parallel to the front ot the 255in Infontry
and was preparinz to atiacx to 88 east, ; ; .

The 1st Batialion of tae 255ta Infaniry was still, as the monih opened, m
the north side of the Neckar Ziver near Ziegelnausen BR74G1, the town which it hzh
clzarcd in an atiack the preceeding day, This bettalion was prepared to cross h
the river.

AU O1LOA 1 April the Reginental Conmand Post in Heusm:eim 25991  was closed
and the Commond Post moved zeross the rivsr into azideldberg, crossing on a tread-
vay bdridge waichi, rapidly coastruct ed, now spznned the river, Two nows later
‘he 13t Battalion was also noving to cross to tae scuthern dank, :
Uperations Imstructions ¥o. 23, issusd by the comaending Gemeral of 4as 674
Wieandry Division, orrived at the 255th InTantry Rezimantal Ccmmand Post ‘at
3304, - It directs=d that the S3i Infaniry Division, now gssizned to tae VI Corps,
e3ron and preoare 1o continus to atiack in zece., attaczing in Coubat Texns
vaick, huving besn discontinued prbor to the Miins crosaing, ware 1o be formed

[

¥

e



This order re~4 in part nr follows! :

Opsrations Insiructions No. 23, Headquarters 63rd Division, 31 Narch
1945: 1, b63rd Inf Dizv Aczd VI Corps 0100014 Anc 45, 100th Inf Div Rels
Llas 63rd Inf Div on Posn by OLOLOOA Apr 45. Div regrouos and prepares to
continus At in zoas, lew Div Bd effective 0100014 Apr 45. UTaits will
itbdraw frem zone of KX French Corps on relief by Elrs of KX ¥Freach Corps.

Cts effective ot once. 2. In coniuct of Atk, resistanco will be red-
used on lines of Comn and organized ¥y groups in intervals between lines
of Cotm will Dde debarminad by Rea and D=atroyed. ... 5. 255th CT -
(Roinf): Atcnd: 7531 Tr Ba (<Co A &Co €) and 8223 TD 3n (Towed) (5 Co A).

Atks in zoze to calze Obj. Galns contact w itz 253d CT on left and Elms
162tz Iaf Div and for II French Corps on rizhte. e.e : -

Witain two hours of the receipt of these Cperatlons Instructuons
tae Cemmandins Officer of the 255th Infnniry hol issued Field Crder Yo, U
-rd wos holéine o conference with the Comending Cificers of the taree
battalion and of tne spzela) wits, This Fielé Order directed tre
reziment to wttzck to the east and séowh with two batiallons on line,
the, 2od BFattalion on the left or north snd the 3 Battealion on the
rient eor sowutha, the 1st Battzlion in ressrve benind the 3d Bettzlion.

Both of the attacking battzlions were to Ve reinlorcsd witk tank,
tonk destroyer, znd assault gm elements and wers to attack with ell speed
~nd violence alcnz rozfs beiween enemy strongpoinis, usiaz reconaissance to
seck put smd Gestroy organized enemy resistsace in the intervals betveen the
lines of comawmicztion. The atiack hotrs was 09004 1 April 1045,

Tais order rezd in part as foll owst ‘ ,
Field Order No. %, Eq C/T Blus (255th Inf); 59135k, 0105301 Ap= L5.
Hanst Germeny 1/25000, Snests 6513, 6619, 6718, 6719.

i. a. C/T Blus atks in Z w/all possible speed ard violeace to seize
objectives M, X and L. Tine of atk: 09004 1 April 1945,
b, lst 3n: Initially ia C/"f.‘ reperve in vic RCEEAM vwill follow
32 Bn by bowmds on Reztl O.
24 Tn: tik{ca2s overizy) znd seize od3 G, E, I, J, ¥, =nd L,
=1 Bn: Atk (sze overlay) =nd seizs obj 4, 3, ¢, D, Z, 4, end ¥,
e. At Co: Provids it protection for C/T, paying perticular etfeation

jpdtialdy Yo Yae 8 Flonvs ‘
fo %3a FABn: In D/S of 22z, On Jo atcd,
2s fhanmfenl
-n ~Y D
i [
- A Y — -
D Co (- 122t} 7532 Tk Ba (Ligat)
- - o~ - bt r b
1 P12t B 0o 7502 2y Ba {Hed)
) Ssct (3 gima) Assuls mme, Hg 75X Tk 2n
Ye 74 bal
: - Y — ]
8 Co (=1 P1a%) 753 Tx Bx
1 Plet T 0 753 Tk Zn
1 Sact (2 zims) Asseuit Cume, BEg 7534 Tk 2



REGDIENTAL HISTCRY, YApr 14 (Conttd)

c. 7534 Tx Bn'_
e. Atchd 24 Bn
D Co (- 1 Plat)
B Co 1 Pilat
1 Soct (3 smms) Assault gums
b. Abtchd 3d Bn
B Co (-1 Plat)
1 Plat D Co
1 Sect (2 q-uns) Assault guns
d., B22d4 TD Bp (-):
' B and C Cot G/S
4 52 Guns atchd 24 Ep
Ren Pled protect £/F R Flonk and nuiantain contact w/. elements of
10th Armd Div afo II French Corps oa the S.

¢. ZIngr Platoon clernr rozds pnd mine fi=1és,

X a. All Bns will opeed their sdvance betwesn enemy sirong
polints Ly making nuximm use of roads togot er wvith thor-
ouzh reco. :

b. Ay elms rpb promptly conditien of -*ridges and highwaye
sult»ble for armor.
2. ACm Details later,

The following are the objectives referred o 4n Fleld Crder Yo. 4
Yq C/T Blua, 0105304 Apr L5:
For the 24 Bn:

Objective G- The town of Gauangelloc:  R7LE2,

Objective E~ The town of Reilshelm . RT7583.

Cbjective I- Ths wooded hill (235 meters) at BS27b, over—
looking croosrozds znd rozd Junction =t R821TTY4.

ObJective J- The town of Mauer R7782, Rortheast of OBJectJ.ve
I arnd scross the Zisenz from it,

Ogflective k= The town of Meckeshaim B7880, on the rizht or
sowth flank of that part of tanw division and
reginental objective whid ley in the 24 Bn
Zona.

Objectiveulon: The town of Yenchzell 28152, on the left or
. north flanc of the part of fhe rszimental

objective vaich lay in tk2 21 Bn zone.

Sor e A4 Hod

Cojaciive 5- The Sioswoodel hills (319 mefers and 317 neters)
at 27082 2nd EJ083 gowroximptely 2 kiloneters
scitheast of L=inmen BS5J33,

Objactive 2~ The towm of Halstadh 2728,

O jactive O~ The touim 52 Ochsarbach R71E2,

Objactive D» The town of Schaatthausen RTUSO.

Chjective 2= Ths wooded hill ( 223 neters) ot R'{SoO to the
cast of Sch attneu.-.en

Oriretive P~ The wooded hiid (240 patera) at RT577 and R 7677

overlocring Lntt--lo-, a=d lying on tke lelt or
north Tlinke of thoi pert of the rezinentsl obj=



ecti7e included in the 3 Bn zons.
Cbjective M- The town of Uaterhof, R7577 on the right or south flonk
of that part of the regimentzl objective included in the’
21 Bn zone. : e

e bousdnried of the regicental zone in this attack were as follow;

On the left or north flank of the sector, the boundary, which the
#55th Infantry snared with the 253d Infentiry, Tan southeast from above
Gaiberg (incluled) to a point approxinately ot R769842 on the north— -
south higaway between Neckargenund R7783 pnd Mauer R7782; thence almost
straight east, morth of and merallel to Gr @ Line g4, turning southeast
esain beyond the porth-south Grid Line 8Q. '

On the rizat or south flark of the sector, the bowmdery, whiaa
the 255tk Infontry shared with tie 100tk Infentry Divisicn, extended
souvthenst from the vidalty of MNussloch RTO8L to the vicirity of Horrenb—
erg B7oTo. Near Balertal B7378 the regimental bowdory overlepped the
more nearly cast-west bouwndary of the VI Corps and I Fresch Corpss

. Within the reginental czone the battallon bowmderies were as followsy
On the north or left wns the 24 Battalion. On the right of the 24 Betteslion
the dowmdary, vhich the buttalion shared with the 3d Battalion, extended
from a point at approximately R723840 southeast to incluis Gausngellocn
R7LE2, continuing southcasl ond rousghly peralled.to the highway between
that town and Meckesheim RTE56. o

The rezioent was 2ttacking, therefors, to the southazat with two ;
battelions on line, the 2d Zattalion én the left =n% the 3d Battalion
on the rigt. d

The 1ot Battlion was inltially in reosexve in the viclnity of .
Rearbdach B5987, to follow 33 Battalion by bounds on regizental orders

The atiacc of the 22 3attalion went forwerd virtually without
rosistance, ond the battzlion hod seized the final objective of its
cttack order by 15124, advanclng approximately 1l kilometers in less
iLhan s&fen bows. This attack of tkhe regizent!s lefi clement Degan
in tho vicinity of Walchilsbsch B75850 tre batizlion moved first west
znl south %o seiza Gaibrg X735, then almost Bt»\rs“.ig_’:."} sowsh o
j45 first objective, the towm of Gausnzalloca R7482, thres zilomet er3a
My .

a

l2ad coapany, tuwrned left or nertheast wp

Hare Compary G, the Lo
e read to Reilsheim 27583 ond ceptwr=d thot town by 10504,



From here Cozmiay G, now the 1oft element of the ballulion, advonced
gouth and east on the nain road toword Mauer R77&2. Le;sving the bhighway
cleasnts of the company moved to the 1lift to aporoach the obJective frem
the north nlong the higaway which trwerses the main street of the town,.

By 17%5A Ceanany G had takon Maver ond oceupled vositions there
swniting the clesring of Meckesneim R7830 ty arnored olements, Meenwhils
on the bettalion risat to the south, Company =, singly, since the reserve,
{onnany ¥, andl other eleaents of tte battalion had followed the route of
Comvany G, moved ouwt of Gauangelloch along tne rood lepding southepst and bp
11144 had cleared witrout resistance the steep triocgular area formed-at BT582
.nd the sector to the east by a road junction ome fork of which cont inded
southeast towsrd Meckesheim and the other %d to Mawer. Tale area to the
cast overloc2s the crosping of two mein roods sowth of Maouver. By 14304
tho armorsd elsmerts, having moved throuzy the maln forcee of thms battelion

1

Y ausr and crossed the bridge, still intect, over the Tlcenz southwest of
the town, hed selzel Meckosnein R7330, the center of tke regimental

cbiective, The troops thaen advenced to the northeast to take Moncnzell,
“iie £inal odjective ¢ he battpalion. The actien resulted in the cepiwe
of 118 prisoners of wor. Tho 2d Bettalion command Post was noved 2t 17454

freom Maver to Meckeznelm,

on sttack on the regimental right had met with some—
tion. A% 0300% ine battelion moved frem the vicizity
of Leimen P5353, and »n how later Ceopany ¥, the lend compeny hnd taken
the wooded hill, rc:zd jumetion o=nd crossroads P7082, the first objective.
The conpeny advenced Tirst north and then east to Ocasexbaca R7282 walle
Ccumany L continusd southesast to M.isbach R7231.  Both of these objectives
vers overrun in less tkaox 2n hour. The two companies than noved toward
Scrotthausen 27180, Commany X from the north, ccapeny L from the west,
24 R735808 on the ro=d Detween Ocasenbach =nd Schaithavsen Coapzry X ceme upon
an mnbi-tanz nmine field apd called for it to be clearsd Dy a rnine sguad.
copany I, the reserve comdary, and tha other elements of the battallon

e folloying Ccaveny K on the left side of tne battalicn s=ctor. 2y
cnortly after nooz tae batialion comnend Post had been estzblished in
O senbach, Compeny I had moved plong the transverss rozd bebtieen
Gnsanbacy zad Maicbach, tue battalion Cbsarvativa Post was ¢ the Bigh
—cumd R330 overlooking Scoalthausen Irom the norin west, and Ccapeny £
wes just gaort ol tke polnt 2%t vhich the road from Oscsenbaca Joins the
hi~way beiwesn Schaptihausen and 3aiertal,

ot |

[9p]

At 31237A Conpaeny L was planed down for a time by enemy suz2ll a2rms
fiva waich was diresctad zzainst It Ircn ths iz gmownd ©est of
Socabthansea, terrain overlogkizz the valley with its ro~1 and stirs=ma
dcwa vaich Conpzzy ha? overcsze the resistancs, hod moved to ond aczoss
tns nighan betwean D &atthause

a, valc: Compsny ¥ hzd takea fro tze
a1; Company L was proceeding aloag the easterly road
o7 T the hizh zround Retween the two towms.



L RAGDMENTAL HISTQAY 1 Apr U5 (Coat®d )

It was thus n‘m'in;; iato a position to attick Unternof RY577, the
southermmost part of the rezinental odjective. Corany I was now Following
itne same rou'e as Coapany L. o

By 1500A Coumpany to the left, having solzed Szhatthaveen and the hill
to the east ol the town, hnd entered Oberhof R7679. Buwt Coapary L was
meeding scme difficulty and aszed for information ambout the wmit to the
rezinental rigat because there were tanks in the orea around Balertsl and

- oxtillery fire, appareatly fram friendly troops was felling oa Caepexy L.
At 15404, whlle Company X was moving south from Cberhof toward the hill
portn of Unterhof, the towa from vhich Compary L was encountering resistance
from approximztely 125 cremy troops surported by two. tenks aad four half
tracks, the 3atlalion Ccmmander dedided to commit Comperny I, his reserve
ccnpeny, to the left of Ccmpany L. Company I was at the road Juction
R750791, north of Unterhof end enst of Balertal. Al the szme time the
Battalion was ordered to send a patrol to palte a reconzissance of Balertal
(excluded fram 1ts sector) to mzke contact with the friendly troops there,
troops froam which artillery fire wes felling on Cempeny L. By 17004
Ppcapany I, followed by Company L, had entered Unterhof R7577, the final
regimental objective, snd wore orgenizipg thelr ponitione, The bdottalion Com—
nend Post had moved fram Scintthaousen to Oherkof '

Cacpany X movad fron ths hill north of Unterhof toward Zuzerhein R7973
»n? one platoon, neeting no resistance, hal entered the tovm by 18354, and
cncombersl frieadly araor there, Shortly thercafter air obervgtion
reported thzl soms OO eneny troons with twalve or fiftsen veaicles which were
withdrawing into Bal=Peld R7075, sowtheast of Thiertof, hal scattered into
the woods on the zuproach of Amerlcan armor, lat'sr the szme source '
reported a heavy conceniration of eamy troops in Dielhein B7270 with artilacy
batteries and eizht tonrs, At the sene tire Company I moning to ths higa gro-
md east of Unterhof toward Horrsnberg R7575 had used tan¥s and t, nk destro-
yers against ensmy withirawing in half-traces.

The 31 Battalion attacik was finished by 2000A, eleven nours after
it Bezan. The battalion hed sncomtbters d light tahoush 2lmost :
cocntinous opposition from enemy small arms znd automatic wveapons as wall as
r sllgnt zmomt of artillery and the rssiatance of tanks in Unterhof.

I{ kel emplured threz2 officers »pd 17D enlisted pen, prisonars of
var gnd suflered 2 officers oad nine enlisted men cesu=lties in an adve
smce of more thaan 16 kilometors. '

Cn of th» fifficvliies of the ovesration was th: waintaining ef
eranmiicationy, the furward Doveasny beinz cuck too rapld for telaghons
liasnas, the Torrain makinz radlo wmezrtain, snd the traffic, eapecially of
‘7leadly armor greatly slowing moss:apger Teéalcles, The ropid zfranca alce
n2ln the nmaintaining of contact with adjaceat troops a prodlem,.



+ Jdogimental History 1 Apr L5 (Cont'd)

Durinz the doy the Ist Battalion moved forward, and ot 11304 the
rezinental Comnand Post was noved from Heidelverz to Gaiberg R7235.

Late in the day on 1 April 1945, the 1ot Battallon was motorized mnd
prepared to move ot seizo Helastadt RY0B1, npproximately nine kilomsters
eatt of the regimental left flank and just outside the rezimestzl downdary,
“als nctlon was the first of thoue ordered bty Overations Instructions No 29,
lasued by the Regimentsl Coanandsr at 21004 ) Anrll; the rest of the wes to
Zoilow ths 1st Battallon, vhich was glven the nane Taslc Force Abla.

Olher elements in the attack: Tae resihental Antl-Tank Company
orovided anti-mechanised dafense in thas regimeatal arca and quarded
allations in the vicinity of Ecidelberg. Tae 822 Tanx Dsstroyer
allon (-}, providsd enti-tank defense in the resimentzl zome. The
51 ¥ield Artillery Bottezlion, with rezlmental C-nnon Company attached,
was in direct support of the regziment . The 7531 Tank Bottalica provided
caored support in the recsiment zone. Units adjacent ot the regizent:

The 2534 Infontry on the left of the 255th Infontry attaczed to the east
and seized its assimed objective. The 397th Infantry, on the right of tae
255t Infontry, attacked to the southeast -nd seized objzctivaes in the
assitpned zona. i
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Veather: Fair: wvwisibility, excellent.

Cfiicers ** Enlisted Hon
1 b by 2d 3n
0 129 by 3d Bn
Totals 1 ; ' 24
Statns »nd Casunlities
1 April 45
Officers ‘ Enlisted Men -
Assd  EXf Yia  VYourded  Rainf Lsgt  Eff XIA  Vounded  Reinf
1e8 22 33 2 — - o 06 139 o - 2y
23w 318 B _ 735 T2 _ 2 b
& 32 FF 55 " A 2 _ 703 723 3 b o
% Co 5 it . _ T 99 S5 _ - -
s B ¢ 6 _ _ _ 1w 113 i =
Hiey 17 17 _ B _ ©le] 1:0 _ —
15 1% _ _ _ 121 481 _ _
d 15 12 _ _ _ 12 117 - -
Dotal 153 143 1 2 _ 233k 2315 3 16 b



Cno 2 April 1945 the 255%a Infontry Regiment continusd to attncl.
At 1700A 1 April 1965 HMajor General Louis ¥. Hibbs, commanding Gensral
of the 631 Infontry Divisiog , had lssued Operations Instructions.
Chese repd in part ps followu! :

Operatxans Instructionn No.2h, Hq 634 Inf Div, ™ 1700\ Apr. 1.
533 Inf Div aiks at once in =z to s:i:e Div obj BITTEL3RONN (S1584)~ BAD
WIMPFEIN (S0372) area, 2. In eesduct of A ik resistance will be reducsd
cn lines of cowa end organlzed STy prowps in Intervals bewlecn rods wlll be
Gebermined by Rent and destroyed. ess 11, Pntilern of Operations: a. Press
Torword rapidly in two or tares colwms accordizg to width of CT zone. BE.
A3iv Gds of columns Mizd Dy placing Adv parties on Tks, spts in Trks. c.
ilain bodles follow on fool to outflanz and destrqr resistance.

To these instruc..lc.ns there was issued end addendwn vhich in part reﬂ.d
a8 fo‘low‘s'

Addendwm to O I Mo, 2L, Hq 6;& Inf Div, 61 1815A for b5 1. 255th
Inf Mtz 1 Bn, ttch 2 olat t’ws 37 without dalay to selze HEIMSTADT (9051).
Ca arrival patrol S Z to (9157?5) and contact Elms C C A. Uss own Trans to
include that of Atc: Tys. ... 2 (Thie Bn) Reinf co-ordinste with Armored
forces, mave thereafier clously behind araor to Div CbJ: U. Report to this
Eq bour of departure of task forcas and exvected time of .,rrival at BZIHSTAIR ..
5. -Other Zlms of Div itk in Zs specified by 0L #2U 23 soon as practiceble
toniget, nmow wp Iy groums. ; 5 e

In comnliance with thase instructions ths Ropimentc_l Commander lssued,
ihes operations instructlions:

Cpergiions Instructions Wo. 29, E5 C T Blus (255t2 Inf), 01 21004

: Map: Germany 1/130,000, Shests U-3 (MAGESIY), V-3 (X a?ms_t‘.z:)
34 Inf Div ztks at oance in Z to selze Div Obj BITTIISRONN (S158Y4) -
JDIPIEY (S0372) zrece e 3. 2534 Inf CT (Reinf): Yo chenge in
ts. Ubpon completicn of pres wnission 2tks to the 5 2 securing sector
Ch3i, e3tablizn nnd naintein coutact with Tlma of First Fremca Ay
e S, Withdrew from 2 of II Freaca Corps when relieved by Slms II
orps. 5. 22 En (Task Force Baker) advences on rouse Baker to

St achiment s
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6. 3d 2n (Task Foroce Cherley) mivances on route Caarley to Div Obj.
AMitochments: :

Mo changes from P O b excent
1 Plat Co "3V 7534 Tk Bn
Plus: "CP Biry 8638 ¥ A Bn - .
Ca Co
§22d T D Ba (-)
1534 Tk Ba (-)
1 Squed Co "C" 25%d Engr Bn

8. March CP- Regtl follow foob Elements of Tasi Forcs Boakar,

* The followinz arc the objectives ond casc: polits given ont the overlay
to 01 Fo. 23, Hg f Blue (255th Inf), O1 21004 Apr 45t

Route Baker: : '
MECTZSHEDM R7S80 : )
Point 1 FSCIZUSRCYT RE230, RS281
Polnt 2 NEIDIIISTZEIN R3320
Point 3 Vaidbstadt REHTE’

Point 4 RJ & Ballway 25779 (87075Y4): one fork of junction NE to
: overpass & twobridges Helmstadt, the other=5Z to
Neckaroischofcheinm
Initiel Objective Helmstail RE951, RG05L

Point 5 NECXARBISCIZOFSESIM R3ET7

Point 6 EILMEOF R91T75

Point 7 WTIRGLPIRY R9275

Point & Obergimmern  R9YTJ3 '
Polnt 9 RJ RIT17%2 ome fork of jumctlon NZ to Siegelsbach 20275, the

other toward Point 10

Point 10 RS377%) point where Bd E to Xohlnof R3S67Y0 joins N-S Ra
belween Sleg=labach 23875 znd Ravppenzu R9972

Poiat 11 BETISTAR  S0272

Poute Charley:
2UTTESIN - R7I78
Point 12 Hoffemuein  R3Z0T5
Point 13 GR R8373 W of Sinshein 25473
Point 1% Alershpch 233TL
Toiat 15 Easzsldach R507T4
Point 15 RJ R93S728 Worth of Cvarniegelhof 2nl S of Cherglonern
Point 17 Babstedt EGn72
Point 18 ZFronerauw 29972
d wimpfen 350371

)
(~ ©
I cr Y

4
uh) o

Point 19

td
e,



4t 5003 2 April 10U5 ( The first day of the change in time zone) the
2t Rattzlion of the 255th Infontry Regiment moved out along Route "B' to
palre its objective BEelsstodt RO0Sl. This attack was In eccordazce with
the pdiendim to-oporations Instructions Wo. 2l vhich ordered that one balt-—
alion heinmbtorized for.-n attack ox that town. Egrller in the day the
bttt nlion hod had some difficulty in comploting its motorization because
rallo contnet between the battalion and the regiment wes tirtually des—
troved by interference.

By 67353, howover, the battiiion had comolsted its preparailions; had
noved Torward with tan%s, sscavlt suas, half-tracks and trucks; and had
rescned Coeck Point "1V in the vicinity o f the town of Eachelbronn B8260
The Battalion hal moved fron Schatihausen RJUS0, esst throuvgh Heckeshein
R7E30 so tcat it spprozched Zscactroan by soing nertheast aplong the Ligh-
vor woich russ parellsl to s rzilvey ond north of and parallel to the
stresm called the Schwarzhech. Here al the little sstilenent calledAosero
F:le R819514 the leading cleaents of the batialion found that the
bridge across the Zpfendach, a tridulezry of the Scavarcback, had deen destroyed.
Had the bridge been intpct the bottalion would had crossed it and the
bridges legding from thi~ northenst mcross the Sciwarzdach zard the artlf-
S¢ial strasm, the Newbacs, into Zschelbroun its2lf. The battallion rzould
then have gone cast to leidenstein, B8380. Instead the Battalion Comaa-
Dder decided to move north and east along the highway and streaa to
Arfecbach BE552 and then south to Waibstadt ES0TE.

By 03353, and hour after 1% hal reached iha blown bridge north of
Zpfenbach, but other elemenis of the column were recelving enemy fire frem
Escaelbronn. 3ub this resisiznce was reducsd, a2nd the column continuved
throush Eschelbronc. From there the battalion nmeeting no other resls—
tpnce turned South and entered Waidstadt PB5TS at 0300B. An howr latter
heving sent motorized patrol along the roeds leading out of VWaibstadt, the
battalion hed advenced beycnd the town northeast toward Eelmstadt zlong E3951
Londstrassse Mo, 1 $o its Jimction with Landsirasse No, 2 lesading south
east to Neckerbischofsheim B3577. YNear trhis jmciion there is za tnmderpass
vhere the railway between Eelmstzdt ond Yaibstzdt crossed Landstrasse No. l.
"There is 2150 a bridge wrere Londstrasse No., 1 crosses a tributary of the
Scharszbach 2nd znother bridze vhers Lendstrasse lio. @ crosses the Schwerz-
Yach and wmoother oridge where Londstrasse Na, 2 crosses the Scruarzbaca itszelf,

Dke railway Overnass and the bridgs to ZT=lnstadt kad both baen dlown up.
ho armored vonicles were Forcsl to ramove their gms to go throuzh the
mderrasd, but tze bridgs though Gratroyed, could stlll be usxd. Ths result
vas thab ths dattallon procezded npd by 1030 3 hred made contact with resr
elenents of the 2534 Infmatry near Helnmstaagt ES5S1. 3v 1130 3 the bettal-
fon nad taren its odJective., Ezving clearzd Helzmstads the 1lst Battalion in
nccordance with the Adderdum to Cverationz Instruction ¥o. 2k, sent patrols
sov%h and east plang Zrelsoiresse o, 2 throash Flinsbaca BJ9175 '=2nd Bargen
197375 to Wollapberg RYU5773. 2his villaze wes the firvel point specified by

ths Addeadim, wasl in the konds of the patrols by 1340 B,

it



At thic tlme baitnlion, having completed its mission, requested
informntion cbout the srea it was tonoccupy. Al 14503 the battallon was
ordersd to push into the area north of Hahenostodt S0272 to secure any bridge
across the Neckar River. Two hours later, the drldge over the Neckar at Bad
VinpTen SO0371 havins been reported intact, the britolion vas ordered to
2tteapt to crots the river pt that point and establish contact with frie-
¢ly ormor on the enst bank. The battalion hal reacced Bad Yimpfea by 17003
where it fowml the tridge destroyed., 3By 15003 it had been nseertaized that
~1) Bridges across the necar betwesa Bad Wimnfen and EellBroon S08b1 had
Taen blowan up, and ths ballalion had left 3ad Winpfen, whilca was wder soms
eneny artillery fire, nnd rmoved to the vicinity or Echenstodt 50272 prepared
to cieck dridgses to the porth of Bpd Wimpfen and to organize, 1f necessary,
the area nlonx the Neczar from Bad Vimpfen to the vicinity of Gundelshelm
$S0377, that is, to tie lefi or north bowmdery of the regimental zono.

The nctivity of the lst Botlolion for 2 April 1945 endel with the
nttalion having estadblished its command post in Bed Wimpfen 5037711,
tteapting ot 22503 to mnake the destroyed bricdge across the Neckar passzble
foot troopa: Veanwhile, the 2d Battrlion, cinverted into 2 task forcs by

stteennments, moved out gt 07CC3 wlorg Route 3, a route valch was laver
bas followsd DY tre rezimentel Command Post oz other henadguertess
-ents. 2t 6535 B the battalion was ordered Uy the regirsntal ccmmander
vut as many men as poscible on tenicles Aand to nske the Batialion
Covmand Post into a marca cozmazd post. A few minutes lober the battalicn
reported that 211 elements were riding.-

With Cormpany F in the 1224 the bead of the Column, havirg follcwed
thus far the route tsken earlier by the 1lst Batiallon, reached Escheldbronn
73280. From here still followinz the route of tze lst Battalion, the
o1 Tattalion moved mortheast to Zpfenbach RE582, then {leaving the route of,
ine first 1st Batialion) turned dack soutrzest to approadch VNeldenstein 233E0°
frem the aast bank of the Schwerzbach. At 11003 the battalion was sending '
e olztoon to mexe a hasty rsconaissence of that towr. A few minutes later
the leadinz eleaents of the batizalion had pessed Walbstazdl 22578 from
which, once zgain following the route ths 1st Baitalion rzd taken, they moved
viorthest alonz Landstrasse Mo. 1 to its junction with Lzndstrasse FNo. 2 av
1872734, Kere uhere the 1st Battzlicn Lad fomd tha rosd bridge ond tha ralln”

oy c7erpass blowm wp elenz the route it ves to %zte to the northeast, the
21 3aitudion fowmi ithe rosd dridgs in Landsirosse Vo, 2 leadinz southeast
te Naorardischoisnein 28377 =lco dzsiroyed but ta6sedlo, The lealing elenentis
of ihe 23 Bzttlluz reathad Neckarvisaanfsheln -t 11353,

In prerscvztion for following this routs tha Pugimentol Commend Post
4o sdoses 27375 hod bren clozed an OW3T3 ond established en howr later ot
{lauer R772523. A% (510 tae Rzgimenial Commerder hezd gone to tae 1st
Sattalion a-ea to observe und supertiss the motorization of that mit, ond



at 071}, wpon his retwrn, the Rogimental Command Post with other
headquerters elements was converted into a march commnnd post to follow the
route of the 2d Battalion. With the rest of ihe column the Command Post pasc—
ed Neckarbischofshein 2t 1115, - :

. At the spme timo the leed elements of the colimn npd moved into Helo.. .
bof RI1To where it fownd the bridse across the Erddsbach destroyed. This bri-
ldge led into the touth part of town and was not on the route of advance of
the battalion. Instead the battalion, proceeding along Kreisstrassa No, 2
parellel to the railw,y down the sieep ond narrow valley of the Krabsbach,
tas Forstihal, mst enexy mortar nnd maczire zur fire from the vicinity of
Unterginpern 39275, This was the ifrst resistance the batthlion had met in
its attack. '

Reorganizing from a motor march t6 an Infeatry asseunlt force elements
of the bettslion moved pzninst Unterglmpern tovard shich according to a
civilian in Heckarbischofsheln, the enemy had withirawn the previouvs dey
with a force thnat incluvded sbout fifty w~1king wounded, By 13523, thousa
recelving artillery fire on the uass edze of the tzvm, was bezining to clear -
out Unterglmpsrn. Ealf an heur laier ths rzport czze thzt o motor and fool
patrol Irom the 2534 Infaniry, nakine a reconalsszaca of tas area on the rigzat
bowmdary of its reziment, had baen captured by the enemy. The Anerican
vrisoners were londed on tho three one—guarter—ton trucks of the patrolls
notorized eclements pnd taken in the diresction of Oborgimpern B9L4T73.  Skortly
tn=sreafier the 24 Battalion of the 255th Infantry hed taken Uotergiapern, ;
reorganized 23 a motorized attack colmn znd staried toward Obergiapern.
It had captured 27 prisoners of war in the formar town, seven of whom vere
helping the battalion medicel persoanel. There ware two lmown enegyr dead,

In approaching Obergimpern RIUT3 the batialion 2zain encowmn‘ersd
resisizice—oculpsr firse from a factory building 2GLOTHY to the left of the
road sbout halfway betw=sa Thter— and Oberzimpsra, a little further cn a .
roed block of felled trees (which cowld bs by—passsd throus the fields),
a2 rozi plock of stezl beans just outside Coergimnara, mortar and artillery
fire falling on thae rosd avproaching the town, and grazinz machine gum fire
from RYU5735, the hill overlookingz the roed from the Sowth Just west of tas
toma. Agalast this resistaance 2ad that in the towm the 2d Battalion zivan~
c=d 80 that by 1520 3 elemerts hal movad throush the towm 21d shortly later
were seading out palrols to flush ihe suwrromding area,

By 18273 tne= 24 Battalion, bho7ing entored Sisgelsbaca R3EB75 to the
nevihe2st 2nd, 2ftor learning that the cther caecknnlnts on its routs were
“lrzady in the kands of Trieadly troons, harinz —ais conbtact with slsments
of the 1lst 3atiallon, reported that it was awais ing furtser orders,



Winlle the &1 Battalion hod thus apdvanced aloasz Routs B against sootty
eseay resisiance, tho 3d Battalion had been encowmtering more deternined
oppositian. At 00103 Compeny K, the lead elenent of tae task force, adv-
nuced aloaz Route € throush Zusenhausan R7978 shere sone of the column was
strafed by eneay alreraft, The Battalion Comiand Post was moved forwsrd %o
Zuzeahaussn by 03003 whils the forward wmits proceeded toward Hoffenhain.

In Zuzenhausen the bdridgs ot 279257510, not on the routs, was fownd to be
wined with anti-tank mines. A% 0942 the battalion requested that engineers
wovrs  forwaré with ihe advance troops, becnuss of the neel for mine clearing
end Tor bridge reparing, ond reporied that in mccordance with instructions
all clsments haa been mounted on tanks, tank Qeatroysrs and trucks and ihat
Lhe Commnod Post was becozing o march coma~nd post and dlaplacing forward to

tire end of ithe colunn.

At 10003 Coopexy X end the tonks of the forward eleasnts, having cleared
throwh Roffemnein R5075 (toward which the rest of the battalion was moving
724 passed throush Sinsieinm RSUT3, ware encowmtering heavy rezistance frao
Lie edge of Rohrbach R3UT3, resistance vhich Inclwled fire from an easay tank.
“wo howrs later the rear eleisnts of the battalion, haviaz ceptured six prison-
ers of war in Hoffenhsln, ware aivaneing tovard Sinshedm vhere they slso
eicauniered resistanes, of the Elenz River. 3y a3 late ns 14303 the baital-
ioa was 5t1l1) recelviag bolh S&millimater nnd 105 zillineter artillsry five
windca Xell into the contral orea of Siashelm. MNeanvhile Company I \hica
hed folloved Coapany XK was also eanomtering fére fron the enesn tonk i
Rehrbaeca,. Becanze the bridgzes in Sinshelm hed been destroyed the Dattalion
was Baving difficulty in el=aring the southierz half of tae town, tanlks
being walle to cross b thol saction,

AY 15458, still recsiving artillery fire, the lead elemens of were
cntering Rohrdach H5473 and moving northsast toward slerssack R337H. The
rest of the Dablalion was still in Sinsasin and 5331l receiving heavy 83
nillineter fire, At 1510 the vattelion was ordersd by iae Begimentol
ccmaender to clezn out Sinshein D:fors going on. A4nd an hour lgter the
battallon hod reguested engineers who wsre nesded 0 clear o mine field
west of 2dersbach— ths locziion of the forward elemants — becpuss the fisld
would hold 1 the thole of the mechanized coluan. Ealf an hour lzter the
batlalion had moved into lchrbach to the east of Sinsheln and trhe motor
clenenis wsrs novirg w benrlnd the forwaxd wmits at Aderabach, prevered to
convinus along Reute O to 323 Riyppenau R5972.

i O

In genoaral the & V2)fen hal zdvonced c2ainst very heavy sneny ar$ill—
ery onidl noriar {ire fron positions to nouih of their routa of aivancs dut
hed cncouaterel vory 1ittle resistancs frou enany inf-asry.



_The Commsnding Generpl of the 631 Infmtry Division issusd the following
inutructions? :

Operations Instructions No. 25, Eq 63d Inf Div, OZ1S30 4pr U5t
1. 63d Inf Div continu=s on mission to selze Div ObJ. 2. 25K Inf 3~
.. Told MOSBACH (S0284). b. Protect bridge site (R338831). c. Selze
nd hold BERWERWN (S0879) end WSUDEAAU(S1178. d. Releive Co & 254 th
Tnf ‘in BEIVSREN (S0879). 3. 25Uta Inf: a. Withwraw Co A from BI2N205H
(SD573) wson relief by Elms 2531 Inf. b, Seize end hold RITVELARCI
(51L183). c. Continus missivn to selze OSZTRIURLZIN (S2233); seize and hold
ADILSSETA (S2090). 4. 255th Inf: a. Seize ond 3AD WIMPYN (so370). d.
33 Ba 255th Inf Vic SINSIZIM (23373), break off eny preseat .conbact with Ey;
move by wny of ADIRS3ATI (35574) - GBZRBIEGEIZCF (B9372). BIBSTAT (R%H72)
to s2izs and hold RAPPZTAU (R9972). 5. Otner Elms Div: No Ciznge. 6.
Zlus 100th Inf Div rellevs 63 Iaf Div in sector § of Army Bd Vic SINSZeDM
(R3373), end manitain coatact with 634 In7 Div,

M Jjncent mits: The Lst Batinlion of the 253 Infantry, notorized near
Felnstadt, R905), crossed tae Neckar Eiver in assault boats and assembled in
the vicinity of Gundelshe=inm S3377. :

Yeather: milds visidility, fafr. | ‘ s

PlUs Captured:

Officzrs © Eplisted Mem
0 El by 24 3n
L 2 by 3 3n
_ 0 15 by Anti-tank
Totzls L 109
Status znd Casuzlties
2 april U5
Officiers: Enlisted Men
Aszd ETf KIA Wounded Relnf Aszd Eff  EIA  Vowmded Relf
ist Bn 53 25 - - - %% 713% - - -
21Ba 34 3P - - = 185 758 - 5 -
B 37 33 - 1 = 774 704 k4 17 -
tn Co 9 Y - - = 99 5, = e -
st Co 7 & - - - 145 133 - - -
.20 17 11 - - - 127 120 - - -
5r0sy 150 1h - = - 193 iz - - -
7ad Dat 10 10 - - - 124 127 - - —
Totals 1653 143 -~ 1 - 2940 2732 i 22 -



At 03003 oa 3 April 1945 the Rezimeatal Coamander issued Operations
Inctructions Yo 30. Hq G/ Blue (225th Inf), HCHIISTADT, Termany, 0303003
Aprli5, which complied with Operations Instructions No. 25 issued by the
Ccanandinz Gwoneral of the 631 Infantry Division, The Regimentoal Co:mand FPost
hol been estoblished in HCEENSTADT S010725 =t 00053.

At the end of the 2 April 1945 the lst and 2d Battalions had been est-
gblished in the area arownd Bad Winmpfen S0370. The 3d Battalion, having been
relieved by reconalssznce elements of the 100th Infeniry Division in
Sinsrelzm, wes movinz to the arep of Rappanau R3372. Its molor convoy
cacowntered no opposition after 2030 3 2 April 1945 at whica time it had
receliced heavy artillery fire at the edge of Pohrdbaca BE473 . The Batizllon
coatinuesd to move on foot ard to shuttle on 211 evailable transportatlon to
reaca Bappenau by 07003 oz 3 April 194%5. '

The combpt tesn spent the early part of the period in rzabilitation
and reorgonizcticr and pleo in sending out patrols to the surrowding areas
Thiese patrole continued to capture priszcners aad one of then fram 1st
Battalion, patrolling towsrd Unter Zisesheim S0567, ran into a fire fizmt
with ths eneny acroos the MNeckar River pnd fomd the bridsges 1a that ares
defended by moczine guas; one of the oridzss was that ncross the sastem

-

gtrecn of the Hectar River RO7eH97 leading into Kockendarf,

At 14253 211 elements of tho reziment were zlerted for possidle move Yo
or ansembly zreas At 22203 the Rezimental Cezmaznd Post was closed at Honen—
etpdt 5010725 and established at 23353 &t Sieg=lbach R9gb754., At the s=me
tine wnits of the reziment were being rolieved by elements of the 353tk Inf-
satry Regiment of the 100th Infmtry Divizion. -The 255th Infantry vas
moving north ond cast across the Heckal River,

Weather: Cool: visibility, fair to poor.

PYs Capt ured:

Cfficlers Inlisted len
0 15 by lst En
) 0 0 by 280 3n
1 6 by 23 ZIn
Totnala 1 22



REGIAEINT AL HISTORY ¥ Aor 45 (Conttd )

Etetus ~nd Cosunlties

Cificors Enlisted Men ¢ %

Asgd Eff  KIA  Vownded  Reinf Lopd  Eff KIA VWowmded Re
st Bn 33 29 - - - 75 139 - - -
#1 Bn 34 31 - - - 785 1 - g -
M4 3n - 3T 33 = - = 76 707 - 1. 3
En Co 5o . - - 93 95 - - -
At Co 7 b - - - 15 133 - o -
Hq Co 17 A7 - - - 127 120 - - - -
Sv  Co 15 14 - - - 121 121 - - -
Hed 9 9 . 1 - X9 112 e 1 -
Totals 157 1h43 - 1 - 2937 2789 -~ 2 3

4 April 1945

The 255tk Infontry Reginent passed the doy of 4 Aoril 1945 moving to m
ctsemdly, 20in g by motorized morch to a new area ncross the Neckar River
to relieve the 25Uth Infantry and prepere to continue to attack. '

By 05303 the 1st Battalion Lod pseenbled in the Yicinity of Siegelsback
RI3T5 \here the Regimental Command Post. was located; the 24 Battalion hod asse—
rdled in the eiwinity of Eufferherdt R3777, the Initisl Point of the mot ar
narca. . ;

The Reglmental Commander issued the following instructions: -

Operations Instructions NO. 30, Eq @ Blue (255th Inf), Siegelsbach,
Gernany QuCEOOB April 1345: Maps: Germany 1/100,000 (V3~ Eerlsrthe, U-3
MANEEDM, T4 ROTERBIRG): 1. 255th (T (Reinforesd) atchds 7534 Tk Bn- 1
Flod Wit tanks and 2 guns x Btry. Co "B, Co ¥C" §22d4 TD Bn, a. Uoon
Telief D0 Ilra 100th Inf Div move 10 new sector a2nd relieve Tlms of 254th
CI. b. Desiroy Zy in part on Div 1lst Cbj in new sector in initizte Ren to
%. c. Frepare.to cont the atk to the E on ordsr, 2. 24 Bn ralieve Bn
of 25tk €T in left sector of naw reztl Zone. 3. 1lst Bn relieve Bn of
2citn 0 in rizht cector of new reztl Zome., L. 321 Bn in res. 5. Order
cf mvmt (For rowte ses overlay Wo. 2), start marcains 0200t =a. 24 3n b, Cn
oo c. T Co {-one Plat) 4. let Ba e, €538 © A2a £, 1 Plat 2 Co e
#o78l 33 €0 h, Hg Sec ied Det 1, 3%d Bn, 6. itischments: e. 23 Fa
(23 Co "C" g22¢ D Sun; b. lst 3n (1) one Z1at Co "3 7534 Tk Zn

ot



(2) 2 Platoons Co "C¥ §22 7D Bn () 2Gwms x Btry 755 Tk Bn. 7.
Urinscortationt . Rept will be motorized. 2rs wlll be pleced on tks, TDis
arb1lllery, AT, Cannon trku, b. Regtl To will buwalsh the fellewing:

1) 24 Bn - Y4 two-znd-one-helf T Trks (2) 1st Bn - 2 two—and -—one-half £

trics £3) 3d Bn ~ 8 two—end-cae-half T Trks,

The route of moreh begen bt Euffenhardt R9777, moved northeast alongz a
oein hizhway to the Necrar River al Erstmerehein S0373, then northwest aloeng
tha ..rcst bank of the r:‘Ver toward Ned:arelz to croas the bridze a2t BR98952%
into Neckarelz, thex northeast elong Landatrzsse No, 1 throush Meosbech S0284
Hecizarburker 50337, Dallau SC588, Auverbach SO0739, to Oberschefflenz 51291,
Freco here the regirent wes to attack eastward across the Seekack River with
tve battslions on lios— the 24 Jattolion on the left or north, the 1st 2n
cn the right or soutk, ond the 3d Battalion 4in reserve. The rct,im-nt was to
seize ‘the niddle jportion of the division!s first objective, heving the 25Uth
InTentry on the left and oz the right bowdsry of the 255th Infentry the Jogst
Rjver beyond which on the regim=ntsl right vas the 253@ Infertry. This port-
fon of the division's Iirst objective incliled the tovms of Slelsheim S2030 ,
SeanTeld 51638, znl Poizheia 5158 on the S=skack River, osnd extended aos
for esst as ober EKsss=ca 3278b.

The 24 En at the hezd of the column moved into the new areas and est-
ablisked a Cenmand Post ab Eergecstedt S2383 a2t 1207 B; by 1530 B the 24 Bn
h?ﬂ noved its command most to Adelsheim 5202302 where it was located at
¢ ond of 2 April. In the vicirity of Hdelshein 2lso were the cezmand pss?t
he 8034 Fisld Artillary Battalion and Companies F gnd G, Compeny £ was acr-
e3 thhs Seekack River a‘c 52060 end 52089. '

The lst Battolion moved Into its ares znd estzdlisked its command post
pt Bittelbrozn S1L9EIL at 12U5. Two hours later Compznies B znd C were
novizng out towar Roigheim S16353 with the intention of cending a patrol
cast and rorth to Samnield to see whether the bridge across the Seekack
were intact. By 18103 a potrol thed push=d deyond Dippach S2083 wnere 1% had.
fomd the bridse desiroyed dbut reported that the crossing would probably pre-
sozt no difficulty to vehicular treffic. 3By 22403 a patrol fram the lst Batt-
slion had secwred two bridzes gt 21328, northeast of Senrfeld, The bridges

:ve intact 28 Yhe end of the period thz lst 3zttalion CO"""T:.I‘.CL TPost zné Conp—
L7 A were in Bittalbromnn S1UZ3, one platcen of Company 3 waus in Sennfeld
;) 17i8, the sest 3L Comrany B wes holding the melshts to tha north ond west
Lo Roifheis 3353z, =i Cimpnny C was peorous as riviar oo the heights at 21725
At 15072 the 3d Battolilon closed into its reserve lotation aznd a% the
s ele BT t.-:r.-, period the bablt.dlon ccomard uost ard Compupy L were in the 7ici-
n:'.;.' of Valdachashof S1551, Comnanies X =nd I were to the north end Zest in
tue sa 0f S1892 =znd 51691. 2

At Tl*:s the Zegiment:l Comraand Post at Slegelsbach was closed. The new
citm-nd post was estzvlished at Cverscnefflenz S121918 at 14033,



The Regimental Commonder issued the following instructions:

Operations Instruct fons NO, 31, HEq CT Dlue (225th Inf), Oberscheffenz,
Germony, O4100B April 1945, Mep: Germeny 1/100,000. (Ue3 MaFiHeldd, Wl -
RIWEZNBIRG): 1, a. 255th Inf atks (sco overloy), destroy or convture all Ey
in zooe 2nd Initiate Ren to By ID pres pos. b. prepare to cont the stk to
the  oa 0. c. Asslst atk of 3d Bn 253 Inf. 2. 1st Bn atks at 05070b to
seize obj in z, maintain contact w/lst 3n on R and elms 25Y4th Inf on L, end
initiate ren to 3. U, 4n. 3 Bn in res prepere to follow on Regtl 0. Pre-
pare plens to repsl C/A w/special rcference to S flank. .b. will fura 1
rifle plat w/2 At guns and crews fr AZ Co atchd to 3d Bn to rel plet
2534 Inf (Reinf) protecting bdridge site at R9EEZ30. Protect bridge. "B
8933 FA Bn in 5/5. 6. Cn CO atchd to £33 FA Bn. 7. AT Co protect flenks
and rear of Regtl sector giving perticular attn to S flenk. 8, Atcanis
K/C. = 24 Bn (1) Co "B" (2) 753d Tk Bn (2) 1Flat Co "D" 7533 Tk 3a _
(2) . Co %Ch (-) 8224 TD Bn (3) 2 gwm x Biry 7534 Tk Bn 9. I&R Plat nair-
tain contact w/253d Inf. 10. CP opens ALMLSEZD4 07008. 11 BEns rpt aispos~
itiono of Elms at least once every hr. 12. CCR 10th Armd Div passes to E
thma zrea 254th Inf night Y5 Apr L5.

At 22003 the Commanding Generzl of the Division sent the following mess—
2ge! Atchlng 1 Plat Light Tks ard 2 Guws x btry of 7573 Tk 3n to Co of
Hed Tks ptcad per 01 2 7533 Tk Ba (-) to be Div Res detached fraa 255th  Inf,

AU the end of L 2pril 1945, therefore, the 255th Infentry was prepared

Weather: cool; visibility, zood,

Fis Captured:

Officlers Enlisted ilen
0 0 by 1st Bn
0 T by 2d 3En
0 0 by 3@ Bn
Totals © i



Strtus snd Casuslties

Crigrry T™lietsd Men

Aszl 2T KIA Wounded  Rein? Asgd wff KIs  Voumded Reinf
Lsb ¥n 35, &9 - - e, 705 7139 - - -
¢ Bn 34 M = - - 185 57 -~ - -
W Bn 3] 33 - - - I®% 107 - - -
Ga G0 5 N - . = 89 95 = - o
I Co 7. 6 .- - - 145 138 - - -
ig Co 1B 15 =~ - - 125 119 = - -
Med 9 E i - — 119 119 - - -
Totals 155 1L - — - 293 2788 -~ - o,

b 5 April 1gLs5

v attecked to the cast in its zone.
e attack bezen et O70I3  the &8 Zetialion on the regimental left advan~
ced from the vicinity of 2delsheim S2030 and the Seekact River Yo selze
without resistzace the towns of Hergenstzdl 52385. Finelly, the battelion
took Coer Yessach S278 mnd the grea to the north, t:e battalion sectica

of the divisions first objactive. It then sesnt out screeains patrols

ol by motor patrols estzblished cozbact with ije 254th Inf on the left =nd
1st Battolicn of the 255ta Infantry on the right. :

On 5 fpril 1945 the 255th Infintr

The 1st Battallon, =lso abtacking at O70C3, moved forward, Compeny 4,
in reserve, moved to Rolghein 5168 and sent a platoon to Semnfeld 51938
to relisve & platoon of Company 3. Ccopany B ca ihe rigs and Cecmpeny Cn :
0a the 1aft moved without resistznce to taie Hagenbach 51985, Korg S2085, Vol~
renouser 52235, =nd Uaber Zessace S2384. The Battalion had seized 1ts part
¢f ths rezlimental objective by 1L05— the hizm gromd to the east of
Usher Xmssaca. The battalion then s=nt cut reconacssance pztrols to the
enst, )
v Cemnipding Gemerpl of thae divislen issued a memorandwm valca red
in port 22 Tollows!

2

arotions Memcrandwm YNo. 2, Eq 623 Inf Div, 0517153 Apr L5
1. 2. 674 Inf Div continuss &tk %o the I to seize Div 1st 0), %8
Tnstitita 2e1 4o the B spd prepare to Atk to the I on Corps order. b. one
Ba 1505h Iaf Div will make cenbact with Elns 2534 CT Vic Ober Griesaeinm
(30574) azd will wadatadn contact to the E (Tp CG 100tn Div). 2. 2532
7 (2einf):

». Coniinuss present mission. New Bds (overlay).



53 DOWTAL  HISTQRY 5 Apr 1915 (Son't)

b. Send ) Co irmedintely to Mocamhl (S1761) to rolieve Elma 253
I therln. c¢. Move remainder of BEn without delay, take up posans MOCGIIWL
(31781). S¥n along V bank of JAGSY Riv to NIUDINAU (51178) inclusive, d. He-
place Vpns; Pe prepared tco asnist 2333 CT by fire 6 Apr 45. e. Centinue
to orotect bridge(R953530). 5. 633 Rea Tr: a. Protide Rcn screen
sisniennu (S1178) exclusice, S along W bank JAGST Riv to @2 @IssEsM (SeOTL)
In ponnlisnas witha this memorandus the 31 Battalion of the §5th
Infantry, in Yegimeatal reserve in tae vicinidy of Vaidacasaof 51591, sent
Coapeny I south %o relleve elemeats of toe 3d Battalion of the 253d Infan-
trv, TDater the rest of tne 3d 3allalion of the 255th Infantry noved souta cto
owtpost the norta dbank ol the Jagst Piver belwsen Mocleaunl ond Neudeapu
S1178 to the west. IV was prepared to assist by fire the attsck of the
2533 Infantty on the following CaYe

Adjocent wita: Zhe 2534 Infantry, baving crosss=d the Jagst River
-t Ober Griesheim SOJTY, attacked to the morth =nd east to seize Herbo—
1z:eln S117> ond the surrounding area. Bub the sttnacdc was onposed by hery
simpll arms, cortar, and artillery firs. Ta 2d Battalion 2534 Infatry,
=djacent to the 255th Infmntry, atteanted at 03553 to cross the Jngst River
at Mocxpunl 51381. The crossing was mnde on a foot bridgs and was
cxiolebed at 1243 3. Leter the battalion was relisved by Company 1 of
the 255%th InfwntTy. '

Weather; cool znd reiny: visibility, sy o g

Pis Captured:

Dfflcers FEnliasted Hen
0 8 by 1lst 3a
0 . 7 by a3 Ba
0 ‘ 0 bty 3 3Bn
Totals O 15
Status and Cosuzities
 OEnigers Enlistad Man
sssd BIF LIA Vowaded Peinf Asgd 2T KI4 Vounded Re inf
lst Bn 33 22 - - = -5 139 - - -
5 3n 34 3 - - - 7€3 755 1 - -
% 3n 31 33 = < . 1 701 - - ¥
it xR - - - 93 95 - - -
2 Co 7 o - = - 15 133 - & -
ig Co 13 15 - - - 105 119 - - -
3y So 1% 1 - T - - 121l 12t = - -
123 9 g - = - 119 112 - - -
Totois 153 1t - -~ - 2934 27e6 3 1 -



JESTLANTAL HISTEEY & Apr 45 (Conttad)

The Rezimentnl Commpnder issued the following instructlons:

Operations Iasiructions N0, 32, Hq (¢ 3lus (255th Inf), LEIS:ISTALT,
Gersany, 0O6NTO03 Apr L5: 1. _631 Inf Div ptls to ssize CHRINGEN (S2858) -
1C:i534G5 (SH070) — NITZENHAUSEN (SY97S) Area 6 Apr U5, 2. 255ta C,T (ReinI):
s Abks o ssize initlal obJjective in Reztl Zone, b, Initiate rem to tho
S3 and prepare to coat the attuck to selze FORTTINIZRG (532'{3) -
KIPFINZILL (33271)- KWNZSLSAU (342770 area oa order, c¢. Upon capture of ebove
oujs institutas aclive rcon to Graffeldbach (55’2514-). 3. Lot Bn on order atks
in 2 to selze initial obJ, ceize crossings over Jagst R and Initials rem
to ths SZ. Prepare to cont ths 2tk oa order. ZProtect ri flank as adv is
mods, Y. 238 2n on ordar ztks in z to seize initial obJ, seize croesiigs
over Jegst R ond initiete 30 the SZ. Prspare to con? the alk on order,
Faintaln contast with 1st Ba on right and Elms 254th Iaf on left. 5. 3
n (-) cont on pres mission. =Rcvert to Reztl control vhen fires are mzeked
oy cavencs of 25%1 /2 moves to Leideastedt (52287) when velicved. 6. £574
2430 in DJS ($n Co ztchd). T. AT Co (-} grotects flpnks end rear of Reitl
rechor’ giving varbticular attn to S fleak., ~Furnishes AT lMine Plal as part

Restl Reserve. 5. Atbtachments ¢ a. 18t Zn (=) 1 plat Co "4 7534 Tk
Bn. b. (2) Co "C' (— 2 wlatoons), 8221 T ®a. b, 2d Ba (1) 1 Plat Co "3V
7'3?1 T 3n, (2) 1 Plat Co WC", 6224 @D Ba e¢. 3d Bn (1) 1 Plzt £2 Co.

(2) 1 Plzt Co "C", 8224 TD Bn 9. ZReztl Reserve: a. Initiglly IZIBEXSTAIT
(32283). Trepare plans to repel c/a w/specizl refereace to S flank, b.
Composition: (1) Co "3% (), 75% 2k 3n — (Co Coadr in comaand of Reghl
p.e:j. (2) 1 Plat Co "D", 753 Tk Bn. (3) AT Co Mine Plot, plus atced cmp-
osite 8cd. (M) I and R Plat (=) 10. 1 S¢d, I and R Plz% meintain contach
w/2534 Inf. :

The chanze of bowndary noted in Cperations Memorandum No. 2 assigned
the area north of Jagst Riveér betwesan Hocrmuzl S1781 znéd Neuderau 51178
to the 255th Infentry instead of to the 253 Infantry. 5

Dureinz & April 1945 the 255th Infarxiry atiocked to the east In aco-
eriance with Opsratvions Instructions No. 32. In gemeral tue atiack moved the
reginent to the west aznd northwsst back of the Jzgst River 2nd envolved the
couture of a nimber of town; the atiasck proczeded 2gainst moderate fire from
{he enemy, anld waea the odjectives hal been tzken, elenents of the regigaent
aetralled thae river bank seekin: crossing poisnts and prepared to centinus the

The Za_lzeatal Commend Post woes estezdblizkbol at Ober sussach Se7% at 19253
Seenifically, the 24 Saotiallor o She Tezieonlol 1354 flomk avincked

v positions in the vielzity of Coeor Kessuch to take the Tollowing obj=ctiv=a:l
the nign grownd 5275 to the north ‘znd east of Ober Ilessach, the touwn of

Aoga Fausaa S3187, the hizh growmd of the VWelterberz gbove the Zrleadach in

the vizinity of S20% bebtwes=n Asch Hausen ond Bisringsn 3084, the high gromd
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of 0rid.Squares 53289,:3339, 3489, 3589, 3333, and 3438 north pnd east
of the torn of Zrleadach, the tovn of Gommers Dorf S3587, the towans of
wrlaca 53385, “Testernanusen 53234, and Vinzenhofea 3335. Thess last four
tonn are all nlopg the Jagst River,

23 Battalion launcad 1ts attack at 1000 3 ond mst no resistonce wmt-
ot clini o "*cd the Jagst River line, thowd at 1330 B eneny artillery fire
inz in Ascihausen vhiich was being ppproack by Company G. By 1500 B.
2lion hac‘. clesrsd o1l of Bisringen S3054 vhich 1oy on the west side
of the river bul was still gettinz small ormw fire from geross tae river
maowered by Comoany = whick hedd the town . This fire continued for more
than an hour, Company G tookx Ascohausen S3187, followed by Company ¥ which,
minus ons platoon in battalion reserve, posteld local security in the tov
Motor patrols wvere sent to iin=enhofen 53335 ond rnorth aloag the Jegst River
to Gommarsdorf 587 on the battadlion left flanz., The patrol fomd a ropd
- bloer, vrmanned, to ths north of Gommersdor, = &

The 1st 3Bottalion also attacked ot 12003, It nmoved fron the arca eact
of Uater lessach euastward towsrd the river. Iy 1125 3 oae platoon of Canpeny
C hud entared Jogsianusen 52580 on the vobitalion rizat flenk had claered
ths town of Schoatal S2222 gt 11553 and thres hours later heod clezred all
the houcss on the west side of the river in both Schontal and Berlichingen
’ 52752. Being wable ob cross the company dug in in positions plomg ihe river,

sending patrols to maze a reconoissance of the river for possible bridges or
'c:':.d:r,-: sites, Coapany A sent rlflca':v-n attched {0 the Betin=ntal Inlelligeace
ond Eeconaicsance Platoon into VWiddarn S223)1. The bdridss there was fowd to
hove bees destroumwed and the force witzdraw ‘L..."'l =r sniper fi‘re. One man of the
Int=1lig=ncs .—md Hecoralssanes Flutoon was xilled et the bridge;

The 3d Battalior acted in accordancs with the followlng insurucuions.

Operations Instructions ¥O. &, Hq 3& 2n 255%n Inf, 5 Anril 1916: Ineny
Torces are ¥mowa to Ve in sirengi: south of the Jazst Rlver, The 2533 Ipf
cttacks Yo ezst In gone. The 21 Bn 255th Inf will outposi sector 2long ¥ b ank
of the Jnrst River Trom locimthl to Neudanau with missaion of defending assi-
:nwdl s2clor cnd 2ssisting zdvance of 2534 Inf (5 April) ‘oy fire zxé by.
feinting 22%ien towards Moz Maihl S1731 and Eizglinzan 314'[9. on will defand
with 3 com ies on line — L on rizhat (Tic ¥eufenau 512173, X in center, I on
lofy (vi 3wl), Company fafensive ssciors (se overlay). GCo L will dsfead
Vte town lenan uith one pliatoon and csciisn of L X G 53 tvn souads wi 11
gl oe Zefend Yhe RS TmsiEA SR Hetendd biatyden Heudenaund sdall
wEdte g Aars 13-73. Sed defenses will inclule onz plut T34 G s. Oo
Lokl B izz and dofend hizh zrowmd extenling gemerzlly batwesn Sesnof 51530
aid Peis ausan 51430 (ses overlay). Co X will be prepared to make a feint
toward S Sl".i?g by fire only. This feint will be male on Bn order.
Cas plat will be =t-2d to Co X snd will De prcn"l""‘x.. to fire a long

' i P s¥zebts of opportasiity it particiar referengs 4o Si'rl_.n?cn
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Co I will orgenize and defend Hodozwal pnd hich grownd to wsst, Plans
willl be mads to repel nossible counternttack froo wouth pnd aou’t.h,-ast, also
Ve prenarcu to nate a feinting nttack with fire only south of Mockmihla
This action wlil beiin on Ba order. Co I will bs prepared to support
by fire the advance of the 253 Inf. Co M lst Plat atehd Co L, 33 Plat stchd
Co i, 3-1 Plat gtekd Co I, Plat AT Co atcad }-1 B CrfS of Bn, AT Plat reo-

canovitre for positions, especially in Lo X sector. A gnd P Plot reconnoitre
Jor coadition of ronds in 3Un sector, repalr roads vhere needed. 3x gverlays
of 5% Inf plan and objectives will bs furalthed to cooponies. Adninis-
sirative detnilst Kot breafaat C600; bed rolls araileble at Bn release poi-
t, ditteldroaa, 2>reat S21 ia effccu. Eadios in full operation wmtil
Turther potica, SCR 3008 wnd relay stalion Af necessary. Ba (P, Zitteldronng
sy S0 Add Stoow Bittelbroun,.

In accordance wilh taese inatructions the 34 Battalion moved to Dew
zositions the battallon fool troops, minus Company I, left the reserve posi-
tions ot 2011 B 5 April 1945 and clmsed, inke Bisteibzonn S1453 ot 02005,

“he Companlee X gnd L then marched to assigied orezs waere they orgenized pos~
1tivas generally pnrallel to oad north of the Jegat Rivar. So Coapeny K moved
into Reichertchaus Zn on Inecy patrol ambushed two guards of o one-quarter~
ton truck and cartured 3 light machine ;ms, three 60~ nillimeter moriars, 2
Bazookas, azd compeny cemwmitiosn as well o5 well =s ths vealcle., The quards
esc p20, - Coapay I recrived E3millimeler ariillery fire :nd 80 millimeter
notar fire in the morning falling at the nate of wdout 20 rowuds per hour.
Inemy troops occupied houses in the part of Mockmuhl across ths-river from
Ccnpany 1 four of thes houses wvare desiroyed oy owr artillery fire vhich
nlaced several direct nits on ths houses, using both high explosive and

w1lte thasghorous rounds. Comnany X received mortar fire from g destroyed

2nd zbandonsd prime-mover in tha woods north o -Esicherts hausen S1332, the
enray having not yet withdrawn across the Jagst Ziver in this area. Coap—
=nies I and L, in towsns, received sniper firs. The battalion pasisted .
the advance of the 253d Iafaniry during the day by sczll amms.fire and by fel-
pting acticn. One ﬁlauom of Company L remained on quard of the pontoon bri-
drge gnd one sguad contirnued tomuezrd the German i=ownition traine

idjacent wnits: Tze 2534 Conbat Tesm centinued S0 attack om the sowth
fl.nk of ths 255th Infontzry. The lst Battaliga of taes 2534 Infantry, assisted
by the 33 Battzlior of the 255th Iafmtiry, aﬁvanc-d four kilonsters zgeinst
very strong resistance, %as town of Zressbaca S1U77, just south of the sector
of the 72 ::att,- lon "“"d Infantry was forcad to withdraw to the westarne
elzz of the toun of dqu»:

Jesther: cool and Cloudy; Visibiiity, fair,
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Py Capturu&:

Officers linted Men

o : 5 by 1lst Ba

o ' 4 by 2a Bn

0 4 by 3 3Bn
Tolals 0 13

Strtus ~nd Cosunliiamy

Officasrs Znliasted len ‘ "
Aszl  Eff KIA  Wownded Rainf Aszgd  Eff KiA  VYowunded Relnf
1:t  Ba 32 22 - - & 74 735 3 S
& Bn 34 31 - 1 - 734 2 7 -
20 @8 3F 30 e w712 76h = - i
Cn Co 5 Y - - - 99 95 - = B
AT co 7 6 - - - 15 137 o 1 -
B co 18 18 - - - 133 130 1 - -
S  Co 15 3[R B - 120 121 - - -
Mal 9 9 - - - 119 112 - i s
Tovals 157 141 - 1 - 2950 2776 2 12 -

T April b5

Ths Begimental Cmmaar issusl the following Instruﬂtions.

Coerations Instructions - No. 33, Hq UI' BTuc (253th Infentry),
Ob=r Kessaca, Germany, 07 1220 B A»r U5 634 Inf Div cont atk to seiye
CEINGEN (S2%3), AcE3Uce (atmo), and wrz: AUSEN (S4978)., 2. T Blue
(7alnf) a. Crosses JASST R in 2 ona atks to seize Div objnin its 2
(ses overlay). 3- 1st Bn (-Co "a"): 4., Croases JA3ST River in 2 b,
Ailts Yo s= Lo seize obJs in Z. e. Blocks to 86 to cover L (E) flank of 34
Bn: Wy 28 Tn (=Co "FM) cr3s53es JA3ST 2 4= Z, 2tks to se to seize obsn of

J.35T P ocrossing in 2, ond conb atir to S3 5. 71 Bn (~) on O crosses JAGST
X {See ov ,—1:.‘,,) ciks to S in dir SHE0 to selize LA{POLDSHAUSZN (52178).
be #2334 T2 3n in D/a (Ca Co Atani): Priority of Iires to Zd Bn. Saoke

T of :r.)!:...“:g gt BIZILNGTE, 7. AP %o (=) rrotects ;lﬂ'uc.: and regr of Bei-
»Loezetors 3. Atckats: 5, ¥g Ia (=) 1 P1at £o "sH 7531 Tk 2Zn (2) Co mcH
(-7 Jlats) 2224 TD Zn b, 24 Bz (i) 1 S1at Co 3" 7531 Tk 3z (d) 1 Plat

0 MM 8228 TD Ea c. 24 3n (1) Co "3M (-0 YSﬁ % 3n (E) 1 Piat Co DM

?'J
l:J
5w
1
L]

g (
Fo70 T 3n ($) 1 Plat Co MSM goog o 2. AL Uine Plob reverts to AT Bo,
3. Reztl Res initially in vic ROSSAEHE (52 85) £32p o cross river on Regt 1
C. 1l. Co "=t (-1 Plat pro*‘ccta ? flraic & Regb. 12, Co "C'" 253d Ener C Ba
nwenare ford crossing of JASST R ot BIRTNGTV fo or veh and thereafter repair
rites b thal site Tor veh oL
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13. Foot trs cross JASST R in resnective z. 14. Arad ven ford JAFT
4 et BISRINGEN and support qt.u 15, Otaer wen crops JAGST R at BIERINGEY
on legtl O when i‘o“u ig imvroved to permit crossing of thesled vea.

Wheeled veh will be held 1n defilale wntil crossing i prep for them.
15. Maintain costact from L to 2. I znd R Plat malateln contact w/2533 and
23%%h  Izf. 1. Time of atk 15F30- :

During the early vart of the perios the 24 B-ttallon was wnder fire from
toe eneny, a veArol beins Fired oz at 12392 irca the vicinity of Westernhausen
S328Y4 (eust of B"crin;_;:n) by en=zny machins s and smpl]l orms fire, At 1230 B
too, an ensmy pa'Tol In Blerirgen captured five men frag the 24 Battzlioa and
xnocked ous 2 one—guarier-ton and 1 two ~and ope half ton trucks yenemy prvi<
llory ©ire fell on the bigh grownd S3173% northeast of Bie“ingcn and oa
fachhausen SILET betwsen 140G and 10303, azd ot 14553 smoll srms and machine
guas fire come Irom the hizh ground 53183 overlooxing Bieringen fraom the
coutheast, A% 1585 35 Zierinzen itself wps wmder artillery fire. During the
period ihe troops were sirafel ty NI 103's

The 2d Battalion launched its attacl-: from Bleringen ztienpting Lo cross
“nhe Jagst River at that voint ot 1U0D35 3. Company 3, the leed coupany of the
giteock, vas pinned dowm bty enexy small arms ond machine _gm fire from the hei-
ints to the soth of the river ot 14553, Later company E withdrew. A4t 17303
Coapeny G rvenswed the attock in that aroz ond succeeded in cavturing the hizh
groomd at S52133. Compony E followed Ceapany G in crossing the river gnd then
twred to the right to seize, the bl growd S3083 Just soutkh of the towm.
The coppaniass prepared defensive DOSlviQBS and sent oub contpet 2nd
securlity patrols, by the end of the p-r*od. the 24 Battzalion bad moved its
ccmend vost to Bilerinzen 2nd Coopany F held positions on the high gromﬂ.
to the north and eest of tae towm.

The 15t Battplion lounched it3 attack across the Jzgst River, the foot
troops crossing the river in zone at 13008. Beavy artille y wps placed on
Derlichingen 52732, virticzlly flattening the town. Ceupeny B then moved
2er03s tne river reduced the remaining resistonce In tha town and then nmoved
tarouzn the town Lo orzeni.e defensive positipas oax the Bizh gromd to tha
soutcenst Company C crossed the river benind Coupany B, moved throush

y itinns ond gtiaciied Scasztal S2882 frzo tha .Jouu_.caat. thea the

3

o»n A:L Tuta cleared. Compeny € orgzenized dofensive yositlozs en the hisa.
zround o the southeast, Coanony A meved to Tazeseatzl reserve ip the vici~
nity fo Reczads S2585. fae nlatocn of Coopeny Z held Berlighingen, Thae bati-
alion erirwml post woo et 1 at Leaberstsl 52552 vith n forwuard
crmmaond 2238 in one of the houses nitusted just across the river frem Berli-
c1ingzen.

Durizz the Iirst part of tae meriod tha 24 Battalion rewamained in
dxfensive positions aleng tas Jagst River baiws2n Newdenau and Mogmwhl,
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receiving rortar fire in the Modmikl area. At 0115B the batlellon
received orders that it wos to be relieved by the 634 Division Reconnal-
sannce Troop. The rellef was ceopleted ot 11053 nnd the dattalion movead into
an nssembly pres in the vicinity of Unterkensach 52384 to awcit orders. The
buttalion clossd into the assemdly area st 16303, At 17303 a reconnaisence
vl from the battalion was fired on by onipers in the vicinity of Widderxy:
Loz  * &

G
)
e

+
-
>
.

et
i

The Comnmnding Officer of the 34 Battalion izsued instructlions pn follows:
Operztions Instructions No. 7, Eg 3d 3n 255th Inf, WIDDZEN, Germany,
7 for U5t ... 3d Bn moves from present assembly area at 21003 for WIDDEXW,
crosses JAGST River and establishes beachhend south of JAGST River (sceoverlay) |
2ud be prepared to continue altack to SV in the morning. 3Bridgehead positin-
e {see overlay). Boute (Ses overlay). Formation: colion of cocpanies—
of companfes~I, ¥, L, ¥, Hge Co B (=) 7533 71 Bn atchd to 34 Bn, 1 Plet Co
§22 TD Bn atckdé to 3d Bn., Co I nmeve by marcainz at 19303 from prement acse »—
b1y zrea to Viddern, clear town and by prepared to cross JAGST Riverand
orfgani-e pos as shown on overley. Co will Ve prenesred to repel possible
courter attack from S or SE. 1 Plat Hediwm Trnks atcehd to Col.e Co X _
rove by marcalng ot 21003 from pressunt nscmbly osrea to VWlddern, cross ths JAS
GST River, orzmnize nnd defend dridgsshead positions ss shown cn overlay. 3Be
rrezered to continus attack tonorrow merning. 3e prevared to repel possidle
cowmterattack from S znd SW. Co L move by marcaing zt 21003, follow Co X
nt 100 yarde, Cross JAGST River and trocecsd to ressrve position in beachhie-
gd. Crzanize ond defend positions as thown on cverlay, 3Bz prepered to follow
Co I tomerrow =as the resarve co. Co Y- Plat atchd to Co I, Plat atcnd %o
Co ¥. Mortars follos Co L in szeneral supvort ... Tenks and TD proceed to
Vidlsrp at oncs ard take positions so as to cover apnroaches into clty. -
trnea to Operations Instructions Mo 7: ... 3& 2n continue attack from assead
ly oree on Yaz A 251 pnd gadn contact witk 2d Bn 2524 Inf. Coatinue the
sttack to S3 on Hag A z 15U to objective LAPOLDSHAUSINS S2175 (see
orerlay). Pay particular zttention to zrea in vhich no firing is allowed.
Co I on left, Co X on rizat, Co L in ressrve following Co I zi 400 ysrds with
nission of probecting left flanz of En. ... Time of altack 000G3. ID-
edgs 0f woods SW of asseably area. -

By the ead of tho pariod toe 3G Battazlion had ossembled arownd

widdern 52231, rpd Company I hal strarted to cross the river to seisze
2371 zrownd souith of thes towa in the face of mackine g fire.

ijecent mits: Tha 2531 Inf-ntry continued to apnly wressure in 1is
=% on the rizat of the £35tn Infentry. On %hs left of the 255%h Infantry
254 Inlaairy contians=d to sitack ond estailivhed 2 lins generelly west
T a0kl enYach S52088 Y.

I
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Weother: cool; visibility, good.

Pis Captured:

-

Offic-rn Enlisted Men 3
o 0 by lst Bn . .
0 50 by 2d Bn
0 2 by & Bn
0 he - P

it useanio_Cfasualtlas.

"ficers Bnlisted Men

Of ,
Asgd  ZIf HIA Wownded Reinf Asgd  Eff  XIA  Womded Eainf -
1st Ba 32 28 - - - 78 713% - 4 -
@ Bn  3u 51 - - - ¥ T42 - T -
4 3n  *h 28 - ~ o4 697 - 1 -
Co- Co L oo - - ° Y4 - - -
AT Co 7 6 & -2 Wy 137 - - -
Ea B> 33 15 - - . 131 125 - - -
59 Co 15 Bl - - 171 32l - - -
ved g 9 - - - 114 110 - - =
Tt :‘15 153 138 -— 1 -— 2931 27&)1 - '12 l

g April 435

A% the end of 7 April 19U5 thr regimental cemmander issued the following
instructions: ’ )

Cperations Instructions 10, 3%, Ep (T Blue (255th Inf), ORER KESSA(H,
Gurmeny, O7E3CC3 Apr L5: 1. 631 Inf Div coat =tk to seize Div M. 2.
2531 Inf (2elnf) atks 0805008 apr Y5 in conj with & Blue 1o reducs ey -
Tesistznce in 2 part of Div z. 3. 25Lth Inf (Zeinf) cont atk to secure
Div 053 in 2. U, (@ Blus cont atk at 030HC3 to seize Div Uhi 18- 2. B
- 130 3p- 87 A glis at 0220 and selzas obj in Z s far 53 phase line Zed 2nd
©2 prepared lo cont ol immediatoly on O. 6. 2d Za — Co F ailks ot 0505003
ii selzas 09 in Z as £ar ac thzse lins Red ané be prepared to continus
P Aamediatelr. on 0. Je 32 B3 A scures brad moroas JASST R to S vic
LD (52721). D. Atks =t 0306013 or 15 and in conj with 2533 Inf
o ito R osaize LMPLILSHAULIN ($2175) wnd ¢aatroy Ty within teap 3d. 8, &34

FY

F23

- - . PO - s L N iy h:

2L Za ia DfS (Lo 7o »tcrad;. Friority of fires bo % 3a. 9. T CoY/C.
missicz, Zeverts to &d Bn cn

[a I o

-

13 o}

(¥

ch

3 i
10, Atenets M/C. 1i., Co 2 (-1 Plat) cen
Regtl C. 12. 1st Flzb Co E 3532 Asd (Sti) En zesists in establishing brrd
vic WIDDEIRY (S2281) by providing ortificial moonliz:i fr pos vic (52285).
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13. 263 Iingr Codn (~) a. Inprove ford vic Widdern (S2281) foll est—
-.bnqhmmt of brhd by (T Blue. b. Provide br vic BIZRDNZIN (S3c84). 1k,
No fire lins off 0803003 Anr U5. 15 Regtl Res N/C, 16, Atks will orgn to
mote max use of all orgonlc and atchd wopns to secure all possidle speed znd -
voilence in ea atk. 17. Malnt contact fr L to R. I & B Plal maint contact
with 254tk Inf, : . :

The 34 Battalioz had entered Viddern S2251 b the end of 7 April in the
Tace ¢f ezemy -sniper Iire. Coopeay I had advanced to cross the river, but
Lucnuse of the resistance only ons pletoon wan gt first obls to cross, At O
03103 scme of the eneay machine sun fire caused a house in ¥Widdern to catch
fire an@ ga hour later two more houssd in tke todm were set oflcme. The 1izht
{rcn these blezes caused any troops trying to cross the river to be silhouetted
Nevertkhelass by 0440 &)1 of Compeny I had crosses and zn hour loter half of
Cc—c.v.ny E wzs across the river, By (E55, vihen all the infzntry kad moved to
the couth boank, the teons began to move gcross the river. The tork dest-
royers wesre held back to protect the batielion rear, Conpaay I was subJectel
to cnc'"v counter-ntteack ‘at 0810 vhen the entire batizlion was on the south
cide. Tne eneny attacked with anproximetely 100 man but was repulsed.
Turing the morning the engineers cut down the river donk with s dbulldozer %o
mnze Yae fording point jossible for whesled tee icles, At 0935B coopany
I on the right =nd Compeny K on the left were ready for a coordinated attacyk.
ta they 2dvanced Ceompeny K received nezvy wma2ll aras fire from eneny oa its
leit, azd Company I encountered fire from zn ernemy tankt. During the day
at least rour eneny tonles were reported in the nrea. At 11453 two eaeny,
hrving infiltrated herind the lizes, ston‘oed litter Deerers 800 yards scuth
ul Viddern and Torced them to turn bdack. Tre bzittalion zdvaonced 2gainst . '
very strongz opposilion fron enemy sm2ll arms end a2utomatic wezpons as -
well as mortar ond artillery fire. &1 13258 the Commanding Officer of it
Sottalion, Lt. Colonel Maurice X. Schiffman 0306113 was wounded in-the bacik
by sorapnel. The battalion however was zble to push ferward, and =t 1800
hol passed Sechaus S211735 and reacaed the roadjunction ot S197789, the
coordinating polgt at wzlch the batialion was to meet element of the 253
infontry zttaccing from the west.

il

e%

At 17003 Conrn*oen'r A, minus one plaioon vhich remalned with the 1st

2] ion, w2s aitacted to the 3% 2attalion for oversilons anl ordered io move
ruck 1o Dossacn SZPE5 snd then to a wood norih of Widdern 52081 vhere

vo detruck, muove into VWiddern, cross the river esud push in %o the
2lion to clzar out pockels of rasistance olonz the river
#licn, heving eported rosd tlociis vetwsen Seahaus znd

£ : ihe esordinating tolet, was
wositivne in aceor h orel imsiructiions frea

el Commending QERLE e, actions, issuel Lo both tase
.‘*:_'L Hah gt a+ 210035 orfiared thc tr ors to hr:.va all arownd

5 back Vo the "‘1\?0*' oo both flanks, cperatinz interior patrols,
omawnicstisn to listenins; posts walch were to ve checked every
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hour by the duly oi‘fit.or, an was each conpany; fifty percent of the the
nen were to be awake.

The 2d Buttalion lawmched on attack in the vicinity of Bieringen S303%4.
Conpeny G move out firat to flush the drawa to the south end right of the
river crossing at that town becouse there hod been considerabdble enexy
pov ement Phere during the nisht. In fact the enzineers vho wore attempting
to construct e 3eiley bdridze in the vicinity of Diergen were forced to-
diecontinus their work turing the early howrs of the period becavse of enemy
fire. After =n hour, however, they bezan work szoln zpd worked on the bridze
during the dsy. 3y 12403 Comvozny B which had attncked to the south having
cleered Hill 337 S3182, was in Hulsberg recelving heavy cneny fire znd
calling for artillerys Czopany G had tiwned back from flushing the dravs
to the south &7 Biergen ond was in Westernhousen SZ23Y% and bad knoczed ouwt
an gnti-tonit gnei. By 1805 Codipeny 6 hed cleorel iesterhgusen pnd in the
woois to the south of the town vhere it was nmopping vp smme recistance it
hat by-passeld earlier., Continuing its atteck scuthward in this wood
Conrany G made con* act with Company T vhich hed deen ndvencling southoast
from Halst=rz. The cont.ct was made in the pren S3232.

At 15153 Company F was ordered s move by molor to lIoc‘;m'd".l_ 81781 to
cl=ar oul the town, Gernon patrols having infiltrated across the river and
driven bdack clsmeais of taz 633 Reconzoisance Troop, In conjunct ion with
e losents of the 322d Tank Destroyer Battolion, Ceanzny ¥ noved into the
towva at 17303 ard by 132353 had uec‘urc.i ths tovn znd driven the enemy
Yack across the river. Company ¥ then raverted to regimental conirol and
moved Yy marcaing to Dippach S2083 as pa~t of the reszimentel reserve.

At 1818 it was reported that, bacause of a change ordered in the
reai::ental l2f% pomadary, Company E of the 254%th Infantry was moving into
Harlach §3535 in what had beesa the 2d Battalion area.

In the 1st Battalion attack Co-:a“gn;r B .-mv-:u. out frem the srea sowh
of Berlicringea S 27 82 gt M0MB.z Conpany ¢ on the Zeft walted wmtil
Ccapeny & come abreast of it to bezin its atisck. 3By 0845 wvnan the teonks
234 -ank destr a;;-rs nad crossesd the river Conpany V had taksn the wooded
oren 52330 ¢nd Company C was zivancliaz eastzrd Lo the 127C of thatl area.
;‘.-‘."“[ resinstancs was extrensly d#ternined. Xy 1323, howerer, Compeny 3
Lot na2ken 211 of i

ne syooded RAIL1 An grid oavares .125’;-3 ond &9%"}. and
Zea2any € hied tnkan hel? of the wioded LIl in #rid Saneres 53030 and
2AT BsTtR 62 ERESLsEal SRID; e LU BREED TEEsgay T ca-.;:‘-:m'ed » codle
1 waars laber, Somy Sesisbenee WRid hal bezn very studbsmm pgalinzt the
zirence 0f ths two comnanies on the two Bills cizinlsned pnd Compary C
R Tt o n —— =N n | LI L S H
tonk Sealeisvhicf 53331 znd bezon moving to Huthof 53179, wacse two towrs
) 11

X T z
e whizz the Tabttalidn hod been ordered to roach. It had
i3 phase line was readaed, to compit Company A to clear

- t Batialion =nl estabilsh contuct with the 3d
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Lut 'b;, the tiae the 13t Battalion had reached its ob jactive Ccmpuny A
had ;Jready been cozaitted as an nitnchnent of the 2d Eattelion, The first
.J‘_ttmlion organlzed delensive positions in ~ccordance with orders fro tha

Aerlanentn) Comnonder.,

Durlrn, the day one platoon of Cozvany L with two antl-tank gums atto-
cirG, wnich had besn guardlinz the bridze at RY387 (that is, the dridze

neross the Jasst River below Yeckarelz) was relieved of its pusrd duty
nad noved to Ober Xessach S278h as part of the reghental reserve,

The Reglmeatal Cunnand Post reanained in Ober Xeasach, s
AdJacent wmits: The 3534 Infantiry lowmched 1t3 attack ot COOOB
in conjufetion with th= 34 Battalioa 255h Infaniry, encountered heuvy
resistance, took the town of Zutilinzen S1578 on the Jagst but falled to
Yzach ccordinating point designated for it znd the 3d Bettallon 255th Inf—
antiry.

“Meabivers Taley wisivility, rocd.

PWs Ceotured:

Cfficsrs Inlisted. i{en
) 9 by 1lst Bn
0 58 by 24 =En
o 0 by 3 3n
Totals 0 b7
Statns and Casualties
Officers ' Enlicted Me ’ o
Asgi  Eff XI4  Vouwnded  Raint Assd  Eff  KIL  VWowded Ralnf
1 st 3o 32 23 - 1 = Tolk 7123 1 g = -
2d 3Bn 32 39 - - - 761 721 5 15 -
31 Ba 34 23 - - - 764 797 - -m - -
& Co &4 L - - - 99 L - -
A Co T 6 - o & iy 137 - - -
g Co 18 18 - - - 3L 125 - - -
¥ Lo 15 bR —_ - - 121 121 - ® ., B
Had 9 8 - - - 1L 109 - - -
Tolels 150 13D - h - 2398 2732 12 24 -
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The 255th Infontry continued to attack with cuccess on 9 April 1945,
By thhe end of the pericd the 24 Zatinlion, on the regimental rizhat, having
pttaxed to the soulz pnd southeast apalnst modernte eneny resistonce, hal
estpdlished a dridgsheal acroas the Xocher River st Wiessbach S3479. 3By the
end of the poried Comprny G on the rlght wos stlll north of Kocher and north
of wieacdbach in positions on the highizrommd oa both sides of the Langer-
bach which runs south into the Kocher, Company G'e positions were in grid
sauores S3HS0 and 53580. Caapnuies I snd F, however, had crossed the river

+

et VWelsedach ond held positions at S3UT5S onm high growd in the vicinity of
Cuthof. They were supnorted by p seciion of heavy mackine guns. During the

dny the battalion had captured ihe towns of Schlelerhof 53331, Carispechofen
§3581, Halderg 3530 south exd e.st of Crispenhofen, znd Weissbach S3479 on
ths Wocher Eiver. The heuviest resisiaonce had cone from eneny small arms,
eulonatic veeppons, mortar, end artillery fire at the corasing site. Ope plo-
toova of Coapany B 753d Tonk Baottolion was detnched freom the 2 Battzlion znd
etlached to tie 25Wh Infantry,

The lst Battmlioun had nttacked ond moved ferward to taoke positions on
the high growmd aboce the Kovher River, Th positions vwere to the rig=t of
thoase keld by the 24 Bztlalion and were in the rezkhrentesl center, At the end
of the period the ist Battallon, hwving J thie towns of Dichelshof $32i0,
huthof S3179, and Buschelhol 53373, held these positionst Coupany C was on
the battalion rizat. One platoon of the couzany was at 52373 in the vicin-

To the right one platoca of Coupany € held the higk

L
eS¢

- o PRl o

ity of Buscaelshol,.
vrowmd 53279 on elther side of treo Wulfungerbach nortn of znd across the river

from Fprchteadberg S32758 on the south side of Kocaer River, The ricghi-
tlatoon of Compzny C was oa the high growmd 53179 of Iichelshof and to its
rignv ocnother platoon of Conpany B occupied defezasive positions S2879 astride

the road tetween Zdelmanshof 52373 and Znsbaca 52373 on the Kocker., The Batt-

alioa's rizht el=nent was a platoon of Company A which held the high, wooded
ground S2773 ebove a2nd to the portz of the ex3t~west rozd betweea Edelmanshof

52375 cxod Mittel Plitzholf 52578 znd therefore just south znd east of Stolzenn~
hof, Ths bottazlion was in defensive vositlions here bacauss it hal encowmt-
cred very active eneqy palrolling during the precsiinz night and was prepared

for o comter—ptianck.

The 31 Batialion of ths 255th Infantry, still atteckhed to the 2533 Infa-
piry for operstions, and still with Coapany & of the 255tk Infoniry gtiacned
(minus one platoon) pressed Forwsrd in its attock. At 12523 %hs battalion
rads conteet with elemsale of the 2331 Iufantry ot the cosrdinatinz point,
Lae prosSs Tosig ik SE.,TYS?. Froe Feves tha tws batiolions launchad a
canmlinsted sbVack snd =aized Lampolizii-usen S2175 ot 20313 and ennt inuned
iy atiock and moved soubheast to tecire the bridzs ot livslingen 853373,

se 15008 the » Leack Dod meb modsrahe registanes Iron fe.or Anfaniry ond
aryivillery fire which slowed ithe ntvancs, In thx viecinity of Lenpoldshausen
ihe vattalion capbur=d four prisoners who reporied that tiey were from three
crananies of tzo 37th Faauver Crenadier Razizent of the 17the S5 Division.



RIITISDAL YISTORY 9 U5 (Conttd)

Orzinally each compeny hed p streafth of 100 to 120 men bt 211 hed
sufTered many casurlties, ond the 12th caameny was mow attached to the other
“three. The armement of the three companies, not including that of the l2th
or weavons comvany, incluied 2 heavy machine guns and 2 1ight machine guns
wer comvaay. The prisoners reported that their wit had withdrown from Mock
nihl at O70@ on 9 Anril, the day of their capture, with a lst Sergeant in
comaand, the wmit having no officers. At the end of the period the 34
Rattalion of-the 235th Infontry held these positions: on the rigat, Compmy
X occuniel tas him ground $2275 east of Lemnoldshausen; Company I in the batti-
2lion ceater wos Gefending the hill at S2375; and Coapany L was in dsfensive
rositions on the slopes S2375 and S24To in the vicinity of Buchhof end over-
looxking the sowthflowing Kocher River to the eest. . ; )

Compeny A, minus one plztoon, which had shared In the attack, vithdrew
1o iddern, tae 31 Battalion comwannd post, ond at 23003 reverted to the
control of its own bntialion. By the end of the period Company A was enroute
Scacntal S2852, '

In these positions ot the ead of the period there was 2 breokx in the
rezéasntal lines of three or four kilomelers Detwaen the left element of
Ceipeny L in the vicinity of Buchhof and the risht element of that platoon
of Company A vhich vaz still attached to the 1st Battplion end holding
positions in tae vicinity of Stol,earof.

Adjacent umits: The 34 Batizlion of the 2531 Infanizy zttacked =2b 07N03
znd in conjwmetion with the 73 Battszlion of the 255th Infantry szized
Lemopoldshausen S2175 »zainst resistance moderate to heavy.. Otkher elements
of the 253 Combat Tezz also attacked to the east -nd soutlzest. - The 254th
Infantry, oa the left of tae 255%h Infentry, lemmched its attack at 03003,
2nd by tas end of thes period elemeats of the 25lth Combat Team were in Ingel~
fingea S2979. Duringmost of the perlod the 25Lth Combat Team encowntered mod—
erate resistance, but ot 13453 the cnemy, in the ecstimated strenth of one ‘
coapany, counter—eitacked in the vicinity of Balseaderg sbv130, Ths cowmter-
At aSE G2k iwepulned, ’

fhe 3573 Field Artillary Battalion, vith the reginentel Cannon Coapany

sttacaed, was in swomord of the 235th Coababl Tenz; tho rezimeotal Anti-—

: Toaoany continuzd Yo orovide enti-mashanized defense for the
iment.l soue, The nine Hlatoon of tha comgezy Yeing & pert of ths rexl-
Fs - .

B i bk B

Tae 295t Infontry Regizentnl Sormnnd Fost wes e3tblishad gt Bisrlngzen
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Yeather: fairg visivility ; excellent.

Pws Captured

Officars. , & Enlisted Men - - .
0 - I - . 10s by Job B, Fong e
o : " 18 byad~Ba
& 0 “ - 16 by A Bn
Totals 0 Y- .

Status end Casuslties

Officers . . Enliated Men : o
Aszd  3ff KIA Vounded Reinf Asgd  Eff - KIA WOUNDZD Reinf
lst 3n 32 28 - - - oL e - 1 -
24 Ba 11 g o J— - o 764 03 4 5 -
3 Bn 33 2 - - - 150 5T 3 1. -
ta Co 4 o~ - = og 93 - - -
M Co i b = - - L 133 - -~ -
Hq Co 18 18 & - B . A3l 225 e - -
Sv Co 15 3 - - 129" 120 - -
Hed 9 g8 - - - b 109 - - -
Totols 1h9 136 . 1 ' 2887 2580 7 13 -

10 April 1945
The reginental Copmander izevec the following instructions:

Operations Instructions Yo, 34, Ho O Blue (255th Inf), Bieringen,
GeTmany, 1005003 Apr U5; 1. A 63d Inf Div continuas to otk to seize Dir
3. B. Newbd betwesn (T's effective 1005008 Apr U5, 2. 253 (@ (2einf)

Avcad 534 Rea Tr) a. Continuss astiva patrolling in Z developing hostile
Ve HMaintzing contact wfelms 17505n Ind Tiv on rizht ond 255th

3. 25%tn T (rein):  Continues the atk bo seiz vortions of Div
- E35th O (Rein): A, Zst blishes bridgechead vie

» Abls in rector to seizs Div 03  (Hew bd: o arlay). 3. =
ze the lins of YOETY R in its 7 anld thereaft»r tlode 2lonz “a
-2 of the UCEER R, % 24 Bar Sont preseal mlscion of enlareing
tricgeh2ad at J3ISS3ACK end seire 11 ey ohosrvation of WZISS3AM bridge site.
©s 32 3nt Upen relis? by 25d In%, asszdle in Regtl Res vic CRISEZIEOFEN
($2351) rrepar:i to follow 2d 3Bn in erploftation of bridg=nsad by atk to the
53 (Crerlsy). 6. &3 F& Bn in Sot (Cn Co atchd), 7. AT Co (&) protects
“lionks o2nd rear of Reytl Saetor. B, Mtochmentst p, 1st Bn:

—

o

1

1

WLIS3BAGE 1
S=1

S o =
iat OGn: & <
: ]



FEGLASNTAD HISPCRY 10 L5 (Coatta)

(1) 1 Pizt, Co "3", ) 531 Tk Ba (Uvon relief of 3% Bo in present sector,
rererts to lst Ba). (2) Co "C" (-2 plot) 5224 TD 3a, V. 34 3n @ (1)
1 :1at, Co “C", 75%3d Tk Ba. (2) 1 ®lut, CoMC%, §224 Td 3n. 9. 634 Div
Lugar pro¥ides nuldin naterial acd ridbo for crossing WRISSSAGE (S3479).
0. Armored bah will cross ZOCEZRE B oot WoISS3ACE (53‘479) upon conpletion of
Tadge. 11, ¥aintadn connact left ot right, I cnd R Plat asintaia coninct

' o gy

The new vowvnldary noved the left or esst Tlpnit of the CH5th Infentry to

tiis west, reducing the reginental zons=, so thaal the new left bomdery which
the 2554t% Infaniry sanvred with the 25Uth Infantry now ran cpproximately Iroy
S3LFY ) exclulding Marlacz already held by elexeats of the 25Lth Infantry,
cuntheast to S3379, excluding Inwlfl...rre: also already held Yt the 25Lth

Ini, ntry, tn S4377 inciuvling {wmreloaw, and tlen to SLTT0 exclulings lochersti—

The pctivity of the doy was relatively light. The 1st Battezlion, alresady
ding the hizh ground to the norik of tze ilccier River and to ths west of
~d Boltalion bridgzeh=z£ on thse south banx of the river, sligatly reor-
irnized its pesitions, yrrtienlarly ithe righit part of the datta=llion sector,
tc protect the right flonk of the reziment, Company Aj. reclivved of 1ts att-
chaent to the 24 Batiolior, cleered thae town of ‘{1tucl Pfitzhof 52578 .n‘tho‘;.lu
oppo-ition. ’I‘hc batizlion marned obdegervaticn posts, male reconnzisance for
river crossings and ponintained contzct netrols within the sector, being

wTenared to attack on order.

i
N
s W

The 24 3aitalion lounchaed an atteck to ealarge its ’oridvc_ca.d south
o the Encaer Lo the south et Velssbaca. Cmpony Gmeved from its nositions
nostt of toe river pear Velasbzch S3UTS to take the positions of Campeny
3 on the hizn ground souh of the river gt S3u78, Compeny F nmoved south
#znd east to take positions S3573 beyecnd Guth kof. Compeny = moved to positions
on hill 271 37377 snd SHTT7 no-th of Hermersbarg. Compeny X was 2itacheld to
tiie 23 Bziialion at 22003, and moved irnto po3iticn on the high ground $1578
ond 33772 on toe 1aft flank of i-e Datt llr-n axd south of Hiedern Lzll,
orerlooking to the east the valley of the Minlbach, a nortiward flovsing
vrivubery of the Kochar Ziver. 3
The 32 Zottaling was relieved on position Ty 2lements of ths 2534 Inf-
tuvv.  Vren the relief wes comnletad at 15333, the beilnlion moved Ty
SeAliss B o adgsh)y SFes nEgy UrtdisanbgTen “33331. Tne shutile wvas
csuieb sl By 23133, pnd the Tettzliosn, alinus Ioananr K, condusted sotive
weonpaizancs patrols in oo Texiasntal areaw
Tz e Heginental Comiand Post wns noved from Bleringen in Crispentoien S
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AdJacent units! Tha 253 Infantry continued to defeni its posilions to
the rlght of the 255th Infoniry sud relleved toe 3 Battalion of the 255tk
Infenlry on positiou. On the left of the 255t Infentry the 254th Iafontry,
aminst very henvy resistznce Jagstderg SUgslL, Railhof SUZ51, nnd Kuzelhof
Slerp 5 g

Weather! warm; visibility, good
 Flis Capturads
Offigers Ealizted Yo
& by lst En

i

O

0 ' k8 dy a 3Bn
o] 3 by 1 3Be
0 27

Stotus -nd Casuslbies

Offiqers . Enlisted e
Aspd  ESf KIa Yowmded  Reint iszd Eff LIA Younded ZFelnf
st ¥s 29 25 - = - 722 699 ' o -

2
2n  3n - 30 27 - e - 735 = 684 3 10 -
24  bn 32 27 — - - 743 B6LO -

Ch Co L L - - - 97 9 - - =
.'1"; GO 7 6 Faad —_ Lot \- 1141-!- 1}5 - -— L -

Eqn €5 18 .18 - - = 131 125 = - -
S C8 15 15 = - —- 122" 12 - - -

Med 9 9 - - - 114 109 - - s
Totals 1y 131 - - - 2808 05 5 3. . -

11 tpril dgks

The Pezinental Commendsr izsued the follewing irstructions:

Operations Insiructioss Ho, 35, Tg (@ 3luoe (255Th Inf), CRISFRFECIZN,
Coviany, 110453 Azrr 1, (a) £3d Inf Div con® aik %o selze Div C5%,: (b)
Joola 2rad 9.7 moves 1o assezbly ares (o7erlay) and elas =il to “he SW vhen o
vrilnes are -r2ilishle ooar sector 254%h or 255 (T, 2, Haw Peztl 3ds efif
cLi7e al onvs. 3, 2538 7 {Reint) no ciarnze fro 01 Wo. 34, ikhis Eq, @tf 190

£pd

“Fe Ho 258th (F (Reinf) coat atr to the S end SB to salze Div 0%j in
revized Lo 5. 25540 I fPainf) (a)  Blacke ssctor STRIALNADS (22277)
co PORETINEING (53275, exciavive. () Cuzt atk in blonva ecctor
Slesinast (R28TT) to BoRLman S$3272) exclusive,



RUGIMANT AL HISTORY LL Apr 45 {Coazild)

(b) 24 Bn atks at 1103003 fr pres vos Yo seize Red Phase Line (Uverlay)
(c) 33 Bn crosses bridgs at Welasbach (S3L79) at 1107008, atks to ST to
ceine successive phase lines (Overloy). 7. Art i1lery, Sneclisl Units—
o chpnge. 8. Atchats — No ciptge with the followling exception- 1 plat
Co "3", 7533 Tk Bn, atchd to lat 3n, released fr ptchat and atchd to 84
Zn., 9. TD's operationz to the Troat will dbe rept well fwd, 10, 1 s¢d,
At Mine Plobt plchd to 33 3n. 11, Maiztain contuct left to sizht. I and B
¥lat malntaln conbach with 053 Iaf, |

The Red thase Line vhich the 21 Battallon wns to seize vas a series of
nills or promontories riming fran Forchterberg S3278 south-enstward, over-
looking the valley of the Zuplfer River a tributary of the Locher. The :
successive rhase lines, Vhite, Blue, pnd 3lack, walch the 34 Battplion wes to
selze were nerth—-soutk lines to the east, The “alte Pnase Line was the north—
eoulh ropd running over higa woodad ground betwsen Niedernholl SH79 end
Newfele S377¥; the Blue Pzase Line was the high zrowd on the weet mide of the
valler of the northwari-flowing Forellenbsch vaich enters the Xocher at Hie-
dernhall; the Black Fhnass Lins was the high ground to the east of this valley
louking towrrd Lipfersvers S53978.

Throughout the day tre 1lst Bztialion continued to hold its blocking po~-
itions to the north of the Kocker River, )

The 24 Battalion in its bridgene=d sowth of the Xocher in the vicinity
of Weissbach 53479 repulsed o nimber of caewy cowmtar—attacks early in the pa-
rica., The largest ensmy comber—attack occurred at 00473 nnd consisted of
Towr coopsnles. IV was successivliy r‘e_culacd end the eneay consisted of
four companiss. It was successfully revulsed and the enemy withdrew to the
sculawest, Because of ihis activity the 22 Battalion did not bezin its attack
wmtil 1415, ‘then the batizlion ¢id attack it seized the Red Pnase Lins,
Ccapeny G wes on the two promoatories S3377 and S3477 2long the Kupfer valley
Just south of Forcatenberz. Compeny F, on the hills to the soutk S53u75 and
53570, faced westward just soutbwest of Eermersberg 53577. Company E'on the
battelion laft flank held the southward faclinz clope S%70 to the south-
east oI Hermersbers, Late in the 2ericd Company G seat a platoon into the
Forcalenberg 53278 to assizt elemenis of the 10tk Armored Divisiom inm selzing
and clezrinz the towm which had Elrzady recelved a good deal of artillery,

Tr.e battelion eacowmtered ensny rasistonce dwrinz ths entire verjod from
1221 erms, aubematic weapcns, mertar, axd artillery fire. Duringz ths niga &
he enemy contlzmued Lo s5eud peirols into the sacior.

r* oy

The 3@ Datinlion mev2i from the v leiadly of Orispentolun 83331 to eress
the Mocher River st aischess 5 T2 =l Xoomeh sz o siiock to the gouth ol
03203, Commnny X, vhich na avtached to the 28 Foitediicn ond wes
sicezdy  meross ine river o Tmo3ivicas on the 1aft Jiqrk of the 24
Zrttalion sector at 53570 - ZiTS szuth of Weiderinzll, rererted to the
>4 3attalion. The batioiion advanced rzalnst debermined reslstance receiv iy
wewy snipsr Tire 25 well an srtillery fire from the cnemy 83 nillineter
dti-purpose sin ond olher piscss, AV 033 vhen the Satialion had just
louached its attack, it yas foreed to reoel an enemy co'-r.tcr-attack-‘ 2y the
ent ol the revicd Comuuny X on the Dotiniion ri <%t had occupied positions
Feplu] S0ANn ool mouth SESY Bl STOTE- A8 I, Corpony 1 to “ha left beld
“LOINAONE SETTT phars Uas vHlTEy P A IR T e ey farellensaga, nize



FIG MENTAL HISTONY 11 Apr W5 (Cont'd)

ra-cied the northern end of Faase Line Blus. Company L had moved to the
rear oX these positions into the sector occupied on tha proceding day by
Companles  and K. Enery groups foraing to the battrlion fremt at 17508 and
at 13053 for what appenred to be cowmter-attacks wers dispersed by artillery.
The datlalion 2t the end of the period had est-blisned securlty and contact
patrols. Conpany:l in the battallon sunport position was alerted to mos
to licufels 53774 early oa 12 April 19Y45 to hold the town, a key point on the
suoply liges of the 10tk Armmored Diviaion, :

. Ac jacent Units: the 253 Infaniry on the right of the 255th Infantry coo-
tinued to hold its defenslve poslitions., The S5Utn Infentry on the right laur-
caed an attacz at 14303 and its 15t Botialion crossed the Locher River wmder
herwy artillery fire ynd captured Lepfersbverg 52978 south cf Niedernhall.
ne Reglaomtal Command pdst remained at Crispenhofen 33531,

-Weather! warm; visitility, good,.

PWs Captured:

Offigers Enlinted Mey
0 ' 0 by lst™ Ba
0 83 by ed Bn
0 3 oy 34 Bn
Tatsls O L2

Zatus ar? Czsuslties

-— ——— e ———

Officers fnlistad Men

& 564 2If  XIA ‘Wownded Reinf Asgd Eff . KIA VWounded Reinf
lst Bn 29 25 = - - 720 673 s - T e
2 32 30 27 = - - 720 657 5 15 -
A Ba 33 27 - 1 - 731 61h 5 7 2
Cn Co 4 L - - - 93 92 - - -
Z 0o 7T b - - - 3 137 - - -
Fg ©Co 15 18 , - - - 134 23 - - -
i Co 15 15 - - - lzz 122 - - -
Mol & B - - - 13 87 - - -
Safnds Jule Ay - i —~ 2773 2310 12 5 )



WISTASNTAL RISTOIY 12 Ap- 45 (Conifd)

During the daylishit of 12 April 1945 the 255th Infantry coalinued the
bincke dy 03253 Compmuy L hall oved to Neufels 5'?’(3712 with el e:ncnt.a o2
ha 10th Lrooreld Plvision and sccured the town.

l.'"I‘J

At 13003 the 12}'19t Snzinser Compat Battaslion was pitached to the rez-
imente By 1408 it hoad relievsd ths Lst Battolion in its defensive pos-
itions on the north banw ¢f tae Koczer river beiween Sindringen S277 and For-—
chzendarg 53275, The lst Battalion then crossed the river and nmoved ¥y warch-
ing to Forcatenbach from wich it attazked to the south and west,

By conducting nzcreasive nﬂtrolling =ma fl‘u""ling, tae wooded areas . in
tneir pector during the eurly daylichi hours =nd th attaciing agoinst
moderate resisiance, the tatialions, all thres oa 1fme , had reached positln-
ns on & manla lMne of resistance vhrere by the eud ¢f thc veriod they hel
defrusive positions pand prepared to continue the atisck.

The 127lst Zaszinesr C:):-‘-n,-»_t 3attalion had l=o moved forwerd gnd at ta
cal of % timns.on the regizmental right fi-z%. Coapeny C of

thz pstiod hield nosi
ihecne enginesrs was to

vicinity of Erendelspll. C
srowmd o ths west of the t
of Zdelmeasnof 52379, not y

ri;:t oi the rc:'i*'t-:nt in positiiis SILTS5 in tho
cmpeny Amf the 1271st Englneers was.on eomaaiizg
ovn, and coapany B was in the Tear in the vicmlty
¢ across the river.

The Conpenies of the 255%h Infantry neld these positicas ab the end of
"'1c period: Compeny A was on the Regimental rigat at S3174 north of Tisf-
r"l' Compaay € was in positions at 53273, S3272, and 53373, facing souwth —
::st in tae aresa souths of Metzdorf and northwest of Stolzneck. Coupany B
vzs in the rear in tae vicinity of Schwarzeweilsr S3375. T e

The 28 Balialion, 211 %threse compznies eon 1 nia, was in the ccntral
sactor of th= crz_n:nua“ Iront. Company G ad¥ S3U71 norith and east of Dottsnn
batlalion left zt S3770 im the Vicialty of .'imh’-r::;

weiller, Conpany =2 on iz
along tae hc:.f_j.:t ghove ©

-

Trhe %% Baitalion hod zdtanced frem positions south of Hidernhall so
taail Ceoopany K a3 obroast of zud to the east or lz2it of Lousnny 3.
Somzany K thersiose nelf ooaltions ab 53671 sousn of Howgoldezele
Daaasy L was tus 92 tus 224 a hald hiloaetsara fo the noTih o rear of the
1ulh slemany o Convaary X oanl hald positloas at $3373, souta of Vesiwof znd
nortnesst of Funsdadh, S rzasy I wao %o the east of Cowpany L «nd at SY173,
AR B dessbdes.

The rezimental Coanard Post was estadblisael ot 33273, ‘ielssbach
33579 ot 20003, 2 new comaand post was eatzblishal abt Forchiezbearg 53273
N @330 :



AHSIMINTAL HISTCRY 12 Aor (Contlid)

Al Jucout wnits: Tho 293¢ Iafaoniry on the right of the 255th
lnunched »n ptiocdk at 15003 ond nel hewy resist_nce. The 25Uth Infiasx
oa the rigit of the 255th Infaniry continued to attack to the southwest ;1
took the towns of Mausdorf S435758, Scaloss-Stetten SL31753, Kunzelsau SUROTTH,
oni high growmd north of Gaisbach SYIS7UY end nortawest of Morsbach SLLOTEE.

e By

weotherd warmg visidllity, good,

s Coptured:
O finecs Znlisted Men

0 ‘ 2 by lst Ba
g . 25 by 24 In
0 | . 40 by 2@ Ba
1 b7

Status ~nd Céﬁuglﬁing

e

-
MILLIZ2TS

Of ¢ : ted Men
EIA  Vowmmded Reinf  A3zd BT XIA  Vownded Reinf

5 Enlis

Asmd LIT
st Ea 29 »H - - - J20 673 - i -
~ioBn 30 025 - = - 1% 678 5 s =
38 = 3 02 = - = 701 618 - - e

- -~ - . 98 g1 - - -
43 137 - - e
- “ - 134 - 127 - - -
- - - 122 122 - - '
- e - 110 97 - -
270l 2543 oo s

HO Cao 13
St Co 15

™
H
o
s
—
=
o0t gy O = —d
]
i
!

=

Totals 1%y 13

O
I
'
|

13 soril 1545

Tra ac

55th Izfantry on 13 Zoril 1945 coasisted in moving
1. sition thoee or four kilaaetars in the

tivi
Zorward nzainst
B sctive positions ond nmaintaining

L-sksdlon ohj

.4 ks T, B s L L L - .
AU 95303 a task Torce, callsd Task Forse Za Morbe bacauss of the
- Jlzer in chivrge, consistinz ¢f Conppnlas 2 snd Loon?d ctn-r eglensnis
i = = I & B Moge S L] ) i WER - S o Wi ;«_\ - o B RO 7
citoSzel 2o clear the rren in s vizladly of Zidhach 82574, an arez in o bow
el the Hocher RAlver near Sindringen. <his zrea %o the s2th of the river
vas outsice the resiqgsntzl soundary to the west or left a=d had not bean
clenrad becanse of the resisteacs whlch the 2538 Infaniry hed nmet to its
) :

DL s 2.



HIGDASSDAL HISTCRT 13 Azr L3 (Coat'ad)
Vealnar: wozm? visidllity, good,

Pis C:‘,_pt ured!

Officers Tnlisted Men
0 2 by lst 3Bn
0 . 2 by 24 3Bn )
0 ' 21 by 3@ 3Bn

Statug omd Cpsu-lties
13 April L5
Bl Lemen inlisted Men

Lopd : EIA ounded Reinf  isgd Eff XIA  vWowmded REsinf

1st 32 23 @, = - - 725 673 - - 9
i Ba 3 2] - - - 747 6% - - -
2 Ay 32 & - - - 742 &b‘:, -, - -
tn Co Y L - - - 93 91 - - -
i Lo T 6 - - - 145 1LD - - 3y
iiq Co 18 13 - - - 134 130 - - -
Se o 15 15 = o - 19z 122 - -
Med 8 g - - 5 108 111 - - -
Totols 1LL 130

- - - 2Bl 23 - - L3

14 April 1945
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fantry suent the dzay of 12 Anril 1945 in shifting 1t
left 3 e2st gnd in consolidau..ng its positons in 2 some-
ctor then it had beer holding,

Company 2, vhica hed zoved south ond west to Chringen 52258 outside the
reginental ,ons, was relieved on position by elements of the 253d Infantry
r*-v"tcu to regimsntal reserve, Coapeny 3 was still in rzserve in Kirc-

15211 S3572. The lst Settalion Comaand Post was In Langeasall 53572 and
Cc.-.*.;;;_my A was in positicns arownd the crossroais to ths west of Yown, -

The 22 Battalion Command Post was in Loascherbirscabach :;,87 02, a=d
47 s babtrlina, afber bainz ralicved in -nae by elements of the 2531 Iaf-
Wwiel¥ ocomieta defensive positicrs In that orea, witk cone platcon of Commznyr
Cimpony I near the cozmand post ab SHTO zcroee the road to Yhe ooutr or the
toa, Somnery E held positiczns ab STSE and 33759, southeazst of Sereprach
(vzere the ccmnand post of Coapany C of the 224 Tonk Destroryer Battalion w
estadlicned)and soutz of the rallway, that is on the soutk slcpe of the volley
of tho Trbech znd to thz norta of Xesselfeld, Compeny F, minus one plaboon



SUCIMEIMAL HISTORY. 1% Apr W5 (Cent?)

zaintained defensive positions in aed wrownd Grumdbukl 53769. Company G,
wiich hod Deen rltached to the 34 Battnlion, occuplied 3 sector at S3509 in pnd
t4 4L.e south of “ue tovm of Loue. South of Company € aud roul of ond plozg
tae =nst west ropd, Landatrasse No., 2 running eastward from Newenstein,
Conpray G had set up o defennive position on the lert flenit of the battalion,

The Ccanmnd Post of the 3 Brttolion was estadlisned In Mongoldsall
2717. All three Compaonies of the battallon wers one line, Conmeony X ab
J’l slonz tn.c enst west rood, Landstroszse No &, to the enst of Company G
jimt west of Hahebucs Tarm zrownd a crossrondsy Ceapany 4 at 53970 exd
970 Just Dut.’\ld: sl to the norihwest of Belzhns, holding high grownd and
a road n-’;; Compaiy I $o the east on the battelion cnd régimentsl left
Tl:-nk at SH1J0, the hisr grouwnd znd rood net eact of Belzhag. The Dbattalion
inctitubed active pntrolling aurizg the peried,

!_’T
't‘.. \-f C-'

[
-

o

The Rezlmental Comme=d Post was estedlished ot Fufftech S3573.

£d jecent units! On the left cof the Ejﬁt’n Int~riyy, The 2521 Inlmntry.
hoving relieved elements of this reziment, ottacked to the southenst ngainsti
1i:1t resistance and selized that part of the Division Objsctive wnich lay
5. itg zone. Tne 234ta InT-ntry, to the right of thoe 255tk Iufantry, contizi-d
ﬂ{‘tr?'n patrollinz.

At 12003 the 127) ot ZIngincer Coudbat Bptitalion was detached from the
reziment,

Weglther: warns visibllity, excsllént.

Fifs Captured:

B S e T B Fnlisted Men

0 1 by lst Zn

0 3 by 2 3Bn

C 0 by Zd 3Bn

o) L FatiTerk

Totala O 8 '
' Statueg nnd Conuo-ltias
Aszd =T KIA Momded  Reinf ksgd Iff KIA Wowmded | Aednf

1.2 3n 25 2 - - - T+8 722 - = -
~* Ba 33 27 - = - 42 ©oE7 - - -
s PE 32 sz. - - - 7% &b2 - - 2
la Zo 4 r - - - 1nn Ga - - —
2 2 7 5 - - - 143 133 -~ = -
Yo Co 13 18 - - = 135 131 = - -
N el 15 - - - 122 122 - - -
Mad g g - - - 13 111 = - -
Tota21s153 131 -~ - - 2837 573 - - -



FLAINMTRTAL HISTORY 15 Anr M5 (Contld)

The Reglmentel Conmander issusd the following instructions:
Operztlions Iastructions No. 35, Hq £55th Inf Fussbach, germany, 1501003
Apr 45, Mopt Gerzamey, 1/25,000: 1. 633 Inf Div cont otk 1509003 Apr U5 to
srcwre Stlebach (S54L2) — STEDRMBAG (S7055) rrea. 2. New Bds eff immediately,
5. 530 Inf (Atchd Co MaM 7534 Tk Bn, Co "A" §22TD Bn ): ({2) atks seizes
sector of CbJ "A™ in Z, (b) Cont atk in Z to Div Obj Y. 254th Inf (Atad
Co "CM and 1st Plet "D" 7533 Tk Bn, 822TD Ba (-): (u) atks in % selzes Cb)
"OF. B, Cont atk to Div OdJ . 5. 255th Inf (atca Co 3" and W Pl:t Co
"D 723 Tk 3n, Co "C" (-1 Plat) 8224 TD Bn ): (A) Atks at 15003003
Lor L5 to seizs sector of Obj "aY in 2, (b) mssisis 2534 Inf in capture
of 053 " a%. (c) Captwres Obj B end C. (&) cont otk i1n 2 to Div Goj.
6. 1st 2n rel Co "3" prior to daylizht Is Apr U5, etk in 2, nuickly overrum
Eesselfeld (8371683), seize high growd (CbJ W), ansist 24 3n tn the caooture
of 0o3 X by flenking action freo the S and coat the atz in ita 2 to Div Ob3:
Hadutain contoct witi Zlms 2534 Inf on R, protect their L flonk and gesist .
thelr adv by fire and mvmt within ovn Regtl 2. 7. 24 Bn (— "P" Co) seirze
Oz "X" znd cont-oiv in 1%s 2 $¢5 Div Ot J, Mointnin myelesd countaet witk
*Ims 1st 3n. " FY Co ih Heztl Res initially in Grunbinl (52770), prepored
to move en Retl O, 8. 3G 3n Selzes gquickly towns at Cx Pis 8, 10 and 12
anl cont adv in 2 to Div Obj, nopping 'u_o 21l Zy resaiotiince Znroute. Haine-
tzin contact with Zlas 2d 3o on 2 and Zlms 254th Inf oa L, 9. At Co
provide At protection to Regt, peving terticuler attn to L flank omd Z of
7+ Bn. 10, &34 FA 3n (On Co otchd) ept atk with priority of fires initin
11y to lst Bn, omoke hostile obsn in 2 of lst 2nd 24 3n=,
Snoke to be lifted on cpll. $
11, Attchmts:
(2) 1st Bn
(1) 1 Plat Co “B" 753d Tx 3n
(b) 24 3n
(1) 1 Plat Co “B" 753d T Ba.
(2) 1 Plat Co ¥CY 8224 TD 3n.
(c)} 22 Bn
(1) 1 Plat Co™B" 752d Tk Bn
(2) 1 Plat Co ¥D¥ 7534 Tx 3n
(3) 1 Plat Co "C" 3224 ™D 3Bn
12. Zpzrs in general spt,

In tzis renewal of the attck the 255%h Inf.niry still o=cunied trhe
cester portion of the divlsion zorns with the 2534 Infaniry oz tiie left and
t..e C5hth Infaatry on the Tight, Azain tro zitack was 1o be to ina southeast .
fzw 1sTT bhowndary of thes 255%th Infaniry, vhica it sh-red with the 2534 I fan
v, ren generally soulizast, fellowinz awnrorizabsly tha vaelley of the -
S.oihwerd flowisz 31oer River (part of ths zozs tharefore 123 in the sothern
tlopinz “imtersned toward this Danube instepd o $ha noriaw.rd cloping vatersz=3
of the MNeckar ond the Rhine)e The boundary ext=nd=d from nenr Escheldac::
52557 souiheast alomg the 3iber Kiver 4o Micheifeld Sk2s57 (excluded), thea
cnany Yo Epgeabaca SUURY (iﬁclu.i-:d], ang 50 south ond southeast 2lonz
Himpeay 2

e



RC3 ZixSTAL BISTO® 19 Apr {(Contld)

The rizht bowndary of the 255th Infantry, vhilich it shared with the Suth
lofsatty, nlso extendsd cemerally southeast on n line rovghly fran Kupferzell
SL2T1 to th= vicinlity of the Sontheims (Excluded) 55753, The objectives

relerred to in Operatioss Instructions ¥o, 35 were the following: E

That porticn of CLjective A shilch lay in the zone of the 255th Infeniry
;2 mors svecinlly in 4he zoan of the lst Battonllion, was in general the hica
wooled grownd to ths enst of the Biber valley, lnclwling Gnilenkirchen S¥52
south to S42R3, DbJlestive B included the high ground on the north and soutl
sid¢es of the Eocter H#ivar valley in the vicinity of Tuter Munitizdz SY553 and
Zuslinren SYTeL frem Suhlow:s SH4%H52 eant end sligatly nortk to Sczornenberz
84795, ObjJective W wos the peok or high pleteau ot 5370b in the vicinity o £
Streithof end southwest of Valdedturg. Oblective X wos the mountalz S53FHT
carnowmted by the villeze znd castle of VWoldenturz, Gaecz point 8 was the
reilvway and rocg wmaderpass ad 53352 near Waldendbwg Bahrhof; check point 10
was Hesseldbronn SUZ59; und check point 12 wos thae town of ‘esteranaca SHHQ
e plece Wiere the 1st Boit-lion was o relleve Compeny 2 was the czrea
south of Oberapuach S:tihd, :

The 255t Ceoabat tesm Degan its oltacy o8 0S00E Lo avize oD joctive
L, the ki growd on toe enst side of the Biver Ziver., DITurizeg the entire
ny the reginsrt encowmtered stiff eneny resisisnce, sonctimes so deternined

+

ot t Eattalion a2itack was lawmched vith Cempeny A in the lead followsld
vaxy O, whica hed reveried Yo ths battalion frem 334 Battalion condrol
(B, and with Cozpzzy 3 initiplly in Batialion reserve. Company A cleared
wn of Eesselfeld 5371683 and continued the attack to the south. Comrany
C oca tke riziit of Compeny & eivenced poproximately two and a halfl kiloxeters
suuth of Kesselfeld but wezs froced to withdrew tco grouwd more suitzble Tor the
cfen3ze and more advantazeous as a positior from which to ottack. At 15003
z=pany C was coamaitted with the nission of noving to the left throuza
 Striethof S3foo to the laft bowmdary of tie battalion. Thers the campony

w6 to seize =ond hold blocking positicns, A% the end of trhe period, mavdls
to ezdvance, the companiess held positions alonz the east west road in the

zrid squarss 5%bb, S3T=%, ond 53555 with Comparny C on the riget on 2 forward.
zlcope, Coazany A in tos czater, ard Conpany 3 on the rifhat bsyond, that is
soutiz of Streithof. Coe inmcidast is worth notinzt At 153G3 o mwmber &X it
cieny czme oubt ob the Tromt of Company A with trhelir hizals zs thouwsh to
crrenfes, Toem zame ovanants of Cempany A went forwerd to ocespt thje sirr-
rrder.  the ~nemy Vegon.h cowmber—attack., Tzis ntiion was repuised, and the
two enemy who caterel Company A's lines were quickly taken care of.

I

54
e

The 2d Battallon, vhich had recelved artillery fire dwring tke night
1o bezan its attack a® 03005 from positicms to the north of Waldemburg
3727, Coun-ny G in the lead ond Company = wiick had beesn relleved on positons
o the west Iollowinz. 2% 00033 the comparies began to receive machlne gma
v fron the cnatle”in Wnddenburz S3E357%, and shortly later began 1o recel

]

oy

-, L



FIGLADTAL HISTOR 15 Apr L5 (Cont'd)

morter and artillery fire whlch continued thro@;‘.:ou’c the day. At
11CO5 the enemy knockout out of action witk a Ponzerfaust one of the tanks
0 the (53 Toank 3attalion.

At 1500 o curious incident occurred: The enemy sant out from Waldenburgz
witer a flag of truce two men who asked Tor a2 cazse-firinz period of one howr
cwring which the eneny could rerove civilians from the castle and ths town.
mey s23d that the troops were delermined to renist $o the very end added

‘ner boastIully that once the civiliaans were moved owt tae enexwy troops
vowld show the Anericans fiiting that was fightinz. It was decided by
conierecce botween the Zattplion Comasnder and the Zegimental Commandor, grit
vith the Comnynding Geaoral, thol the attact plan would continue withouds

nterruptios. Then nroee thae problens of want to do with the two scléloers of
the eneay who ba? ccme with the truce proposal. Since they higl cone wmder
ilng of truce, vhich hed teen recoznized, cnd with a legitimate truce proposal
Lioy would have to be rsturned to their lines. Bul they had entered our lires
ant owr commend post withoub deing dlindfolded and had therefore acquired a
creat deal of Informetlon. It wes decidsd %o hold thenm Tor a tine, make the
cianges in installotions nd positions necessiry Lo negabing thelr xnowlelge
eal then relerse thon 011 2dfolded for a rafurz to thezir wmits., Dapeading

0 circumstances one of thea nmight be xeprt for 2 tims as a hosinage.

[ S o

"1

According to informstion fram civillans and prisoners fouwr companies o f
iy troops were dus in in defensive positions on the wooied slopee below bha
n~stle. The castls is so situated on a hizh and very stezp peak zf to cammnend
ithe srea for nany miles around. '

'S

In spite of the enemyds sireasth and very great adventaze of position,
Viie Zezinetel Commonder ceziled its ettack From the northa (the castle 43 at
the porth end of the villazs), Company = hzd zl-esdy eatsred ané a second
Platoon was eatering the villaze from the west g =2inat stronz resistancs end
vory hesvy saiper fire. ouzh the menewwra reiuced the opporimity of the
tenxs and tanlidesiroyers re into the castle, Ty an hour later bthe

vivle of Conpany 3 was In the towa and the cestle had bezim to burn, Foile
nloang ware b=ing paie £ The castle by ortillery fire if necessary ths
paricd eaded with the plaas coatinuing.
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AL the end of theo pariod thea the sa2:md britslion wzz in thsse positiacas:
120 Bettzlion Com~an) Fozt was in Reddigsarl 83358, Cempanies G and I wers
. BFRLT and 53057, CSsunay O atiacking Tras the north of Waldenburz and
S O ] btopleigs ord =t ) g ANELISEE e e ) [ C, meymT iy A
wo o daf & nbluckias witila tae tovm foys i west 2ad routh, IRDALY S
2 on thie Daviaolion left hevin: zoinst zoreve opolosition oelosad tas rallway
5 . - . - - - 3 - B LIS - Az H
T rosi 'mi2rpass near Wellendburz B Linitol in bdlocking positious ab § 3593 pad
~“'ﬂbﬂr
The 38 Fatinlion attazzed ot 030723 andi 2lmost izneiiately begaan to
=l the

secslve firs Jron enesr infantry and artillery wempons shiica slo.
vance. Yor a vhile =t X1Z)3 Compsry K wns rzovltlaz a saall count

~2 r—astack.

()



L3 DITNDAL £15TCRY. 15. 45 (Conttd)

By the end of the period the 3d Battalion Cerraand Post was establisked
in Heaseldoroau SH2HY, and Componles K and L had cleared Westernaca and tazes
1 positions near the towm, Cxapanies K at SN158 to the west Canpony L &t S
4228 to the south of the town. Cozmpany I was at S43H9, coth of Stemtls,
a1 the left of the battplion and reziment. o

Lt 15303 ths Reziwenisl Command Post wns moved fros ¥ussbach S3372

5 ;

to Maagolisheim 5337L.

Ul

Hocnuse ©f the movenent of troons :nnd vehlcles in tze areas to the
cawaYsrear, the day was a o9l one for tacticnl nir activity.

AL the end of the perlod the 33 Zottallon was alerted because elwmsents
At 19sh Axvored DIivizion were Lo move throus ke bati-dion sector
ne following dny, 2fvaucing in three columns, =nd the vatlailon was
ovdered to a-Xe plans to antoricze sus rifie cospany Yo be realy to nove on=
DS nutlce wid to preonre Lo motorize the linle battalica 1o Te rendy to
cove on thres hours notice, The t-oops predsred defensive nosltion for

iy and weres rendy to contliave the attrck 7n the Tollowing dny.

Ad Jazest uwnitu: The 2 *1}.!. Ia*“'wa«r;; on the risht of the 255th Iafanbry
attacked Lo the souihvoast ageianst moderats rc.;i.;t ance, sslze witkz the
assirtance of the lst taittazlion of the 255th Infoniry, the norihwest
vorvion of tae marl of O5jactive A which wae drn its zone ~nd pruparel

c.m en3ivs positions for tha nizht. The I5ith Infantry, to the left of
tue 259%n Infaatry, attacked at 09303 zzainst resistasce vhich vas
1i 2% in the moroing vut siiffensd 2dwring the ternoon and afvoncad to

=

2 line Irom Dschental 34559 to Hesselbash 5371.

Offizars ) Enliated Man
0 ' 1 by lst Bn
; 0 10 by 2& 3Bn
0 ﬁo Ty 3 Bn
orala 0 1
Stotrs and Casunliies
Oriisiys. Znlistad lien
T =S OIA dtiar Reinf Asdd TS ¥Ta  Yowmded  Reiaof
ish 2 37 & A - - 752 £33 - 13 e
% An 3D B - 1 - 138 c7u 2 i -
d Zn %2 2 - - - 75 632 1 ol -

- - - 9y 92 - - -
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sanEisalall T1SLENY 38 Apm Wy (Comb'd)

On 15 April 1345 the 25%th Infontry continued to 2ttack to the south
ami souvaeast.

Alter doylisht the Izt 2atitalion a.tt'xcre-l froa position vaich it
oceupied durinz the night, Cospany C on the right and Covpuny A on the
lefi nttackingz in Z ons. Carpany B was in reserve nnd feaninsd in position.
Hy l!'rrlj.‘ tho compunlss had seized the mowmtain, the Buchberg, 53%5, or b}
cctize Y. Corpany O orzanized positlon on tnis mowtain while Conpany A,
moring to thoe norta and sasd into the zone of tae 24 Battallon,.selzed the
noriheast extaasion of 113 mountain at SHO65H, the peak called the Fried~
richberz or Cojective 2 of ths Operatlons Instructilons. Comymny - A hold
{hase mositions, digging in wnder mob*ar fire wtil lat in the doy when it
wrd relemdved by the .:{1 Battrllon, Then Corpany A moved bz into its own
-one and renewsl the sttnck with Cempauy €, odveoncing to take the next
ridge line, Dwrinz the rpeoriod resistence weos nob keavy. 2leneats of the
10%% Armored Divisinn entered the sector,

At the cad of the parind the lst Botiozlion occupled these positionsl
Tne Battezlion Cemmand Post was nb S}o 253, in the settleaenat of Bletha
Conpaiy 3 wrn to the rear of the otanrr comoaniea at 53355 the momtain nee
of ithe BuclLerz nenr Golédrach. Conzany C on the lelt was. 53554, the hi"" =ro
vl to the east of thc valley of the Biber Ziver. near L-n,rnc... Coaup=ny A
on the kit neld pesitions -\.t. SLobY nenr Goldbach and facing southenst
o3 hliw gorat. oide of Lu~ velley of the Altenhaubachle

),H

The 2d 3ibtalicn renewed its atiack on fc,ld-nbm*g 53556 and fipally cle-
;red the castle and viilose, The batimlion then launched its atb tack to tho
southeast to clear a1l the sursamdmé area at 15303, moved coutheast to
Me Frielrichsvarz vhich npd 2lre=-3y been szized by Company 4, relieved
Company A ond continuedl. During the day Coampay P relieved Coapany G
vhich went in to ressrvse.

At the end of the p=<ind the 24 Batialion held these positions:

Tre batizlisz Command Poatl was in Waldenburg S$6233 with Compeny G in
reserve in thob area. Ocapany E wasmt 545 end 54155 southwest of Baltcr-—
crot and on the northoest-fazcing slop= ol the Munlberz. Compoany ¥ was oo the
127t a3 51165 znd SYIt5 in Bellersrol.

winz the early Lzlf of the pariod dhe 331 Za%telilon nointained th
Cafensive positions vhice it hzd ocewnicd tha evenins Lelore. TRrE
want of the naFind enamy rcaist—"lcz was susbained znd stubborn, 2nc tae
coapanies Tesvved oo Tezt Gral of wriillery sné porter fire., At 12053
Compuny 1 re. - comist patrol imto ths towm of Bpuersbach S4%3 end mob slh:
resistonca. Tha wicld coappny then ent-ved tho towm, cleare- 1% of enmay
~esistencs slackensd, wrodably because of the afvance of the 24 B=ttalion on
ihe rigat ond She 294L oa the left of the bnilalica. Zlements of the 10th
Araored Divisicn ead ¢ tze 21 Battalisn of the 25ith Infantry passed
throwuih tns Sactor. - e



- ey METRAL HISTCRY 15 8- 45 (Contta)

Acadnst thid liehteled opposition the 3 Babtalion noved forward late &n
the diy wud by ths end ol the period held these positions: The Bettalion
Cormaaud Post was »b Vesternnacds SU058; Company L was in KupferShib;

Coapemy X ab SH3DT and 5357 held the road net betyween Kuofer and Brachdach,
in ponitiona southenst cf Yunfer znd North of Ubrigshapuzen SWUGH: Corpony

I was ot 407 2nd B5HT in the viciolty of Bracabacha on the battalion snd the
rezimental rizht, '

Thoe Xezimental Commind Post was moved frem Honpoldsheim to Honebuch Farn
335979% m 21153,

M ocent wmitsr The 2530 Infontry, left of the 255th Infantry, moved o
Torword auninast licht resistance and esiablished ~ line generally fron SHD3I
to S28Tol3: the 2d Battolion & the 2534 Infantry wes relieved by Cospanies
Axd C, ninus cne platoon of each, of the 31 Ingineers: having been
Telleved on position the 23 Bnltzlion 2531 Infontry reverted to Corps contral
Th> 25MWh Infontry, on the rishtflonk or to the east of the eeath Infsatry,
also continued its aticls Yo the southentt, 21d, meeting slicht resistance,
established a line generally from Arnudoss SUE55E3 throush Nisderstelnaca
S524695, copturing teves tmm: during the periods the 24 Battalloa of iho 254th
Infeutry sies notorized rnl Qurinz ths perlod moved vith elmments of the 10 th
Ariored Division throui the secior o the Ti Baltplion of the 255th Infoztizy

1)
tn

Veather: warny visidilily, good.

Piva C cotured:

Cifigaers  Enlisted Men
0 . 23 by 1st En
2 : 49 vy 23 2n
0 12 oy 31 Ba
Totals 2 ° * sh

Status ani Cazunlties

Qr T4 nare Enlistad Han

48zd Ef ¥IA  owded Reinf Aszgd BfY  kia  Wownded Peinf
1st 2n28 25 -~ - - 742 592 3 2 e
24 Bn 23 g5 - 2 - 700 By b 3 -
=1 3n 11 27 - - - 7382 667 - 2 41
R S S - - S8 93 - - -
o 7 b - - - 12 1335 o - -
I~ 13 5 - - - 135 123 - & -
15 15 - - - 122 122 - - -
Vel g 5 - - - 125 119 - - -
Tot215140 123 -~ 1 0 2735 253% g T L1
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RUSDAFNTAL HISTORC 17 Anr M5 {Conttd)

Oa 17 April 1945 the 255%h Infeniry coatinued to stianck to ths routh
w eent making relatively great advaance espeaially in the 24 Battallon aren,
clenants of which entered Schwarbish Hall.

The 1st Battolion on the reoginental Tlent attacked azainst nlight
resistance from its positions of the predediuz nigat, bul vher the trooms
reached the hizh round psar Rinnen S410603, eneny opnosition eincreased, The
oppositlon in Rinnean was reduzed Yy Blacinz artillery and mortar fire on
‘he town. Whim this fire wes 1ifted ths rifleses entered mnd cleared -
the town by 15303, Conpanies € and A then continued the attack to the sowh-
easv. At the end of the period the 1st battallion was defending these
vositions: The Battalion Command Post was in 2inpnsn SLIHC3. Cacpany B
ir. reserve held positlons near the town, one platoon ot SHI50 to tha east of
tro town along the road called the Altestrasse, one zlatoon ot 4950 to the
south of the towa nstride the rosi oa the slope loxing south gver the
flanszer Bachle, and one platoon at Y057 still futher south on & slops
overlooiing the 2ibers Ziver to the wast, Company © wes ab SLP58 ond Y253
¢it the memtain top, peax L1312, called the Cirelesesbarz. Comnany A was to
the mortheast ¢f Convmy O and 4dn voeitions zt 5LI5% aeross the volley on zn
eestvirdTacing slops.

The 2 Bottolicn nlao afvprced with clisnt cpposition during the early
port of the azttack, moving forvard sp fast ond 35 foar oaezd of the other
Deiialions that they vere warned of tne danger to their flenks. Bub as ihe
bettalion gpproacied Schwadisca Zall resistence incregsed sharply. Eowever
1tk Compary = blociing o the vest, GCompery T ocoordinzbed its zitack

with elements of the 1Cth :rmored Division ~nd of the 24 Batialion of ihe
Shth Infantry, and moved to the rizht ot atteck the city from the west
through Govtmollznzussn. There were anti~ton mines in the road at Skl=zg
lerting into Eall znd a crater and road bloc: zt LL303 near Gotimollshausen
5 well 25 a DIowa up road cver-pz2s across ithe reilway to the north o that.
ton, 3By 1803 Ceopeny ¥ was eatering the city on the : ighway east of Heim-
tach., 2y the end of ihe: period it had clsared much of the cityra .

£V the close of the day the 24 Bztialion nelld these pesitlons:  Compeny
= was west of 211 »t Y459 along the norti—zouih rozd porth of Eeinbech,
Copany® held sottnward-facing poaiticns 35453 and 34553 souta of and
exvanding to the west of Zall in the viceinity of Reifsndorf: these vere btlom-
kizx positions fer doth eooypeni The 23 Battelion Comarf Past wes in Epll
1tzeli. Coapmy S, in regiment 2 ocated near Gallenkirchen SLZ57,

The 33 Bcitelion ctiack lamched ot 05903 slso eroomtered YeEFE J1tE1e
oz wuivden ot Tirst in ihe orliors of Componies L i X to the ri.it and int
s “oew ol Loe Tattalion rep, ul resiabosc- 0 the testor of Company I
wes very stiV{f duaring the whnle day. The nf7ancse wvas inpedel becauvse all the
Lridrses in the nrer hod been 2czirnyed. liever the less Catpany L crossed tae

Focher al Unbernmichein SIE53 oz Compeny X crossed the river at Ha-gen SLbL5H3,
Inter Cozpany I was odla to <leor Innlingen SLTDY, crows ths river and move

\ .

19
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RUGLIENATAL PISTORY 17 Apr 45 (Contld)

By the end of the period nll three companies held positions on the
;1 ground to the nouth of the Kocher River, Ciupony L at Srlacy SLS62,
[l P

Comiorny K at S8652 :nd SHT52 east of Untermuntheln and south of Haagen,
ad Cempeny 1 ot SY703 on the hishirowmd of the sowth sido of the Kocher

.

Valley couth ol Zaslingen. The tottalion Ccmmond Post was nt Untermun¥helm SLso3
iius the 3d Battolion on the regimeatsl left was to the north ond east of Hall. ©
Betwern 22008 and 230SR tho enemy lawmched a cowter pidack ngninat each of

theuve cempories. 211 the attacks were reoulsed.

—

Iote in the doy the eazlneers and the 34 Bottalicn Anmunition znd Ploneer
- ! J“

Fy
o
irtoou were eonsiruviing o ford peross tiie Hocher at SHE053Y, east of Untemunic-
0in, ond the eaglneera werc bullding a bridgs over the river ot SL57531,

L

iunt to the south of Untermunkh=im,

The Regimenial Comnend Foet was estoblished ot Beltersrot SL1EST2, ot 1495B
{5 3
and oV el to Gailenzirchen SUZS3 % 22305,

! The 2373 Infantry = 7 2
rached a position ot 5330015, sozeviat to lhe resr of tre 13t
35tk Infontry to ths erst.

t
forw-ré elesas=nts r
Pottallion of the 2
) The 25h Infantry, attackize ot 03003, adévencsd ngainzt modsrdis emall
erma and artillery fire ond reached a line aynrokizztely ot Gois—}:ingcn Sk355, Eess—
Telden S5156, and Forledach S3565, ponitions somewhal to the rear of the %

Battalion of the 255th InTrniry to the west,

degther: warm; visidility, good.

Fis Coptired:

Offlgurs Fnlisted 2ia-
2 35 by lst 3
1 €2 by 22 3Bn
0 6 by 3 3Bn
Totels 3 103
. Stpitns onéd Cosuslties
Cifirsyy Snlisted Men
Roigde Eff LA d ocumdad E2ainc sszd SLE CELE voamded. Reinf
ot 2 28 %3 = - - 721 T 2 - 2
& Em o5 @28 - ~ - 100 654 1 1 8
G OBER O3k B e - - 131 €55 2 - -2
L I <R = & G oL - - -
AT 7 - - - 12 1 - - -
B 18 @5 - - 135 123 - - -
By 15 15 = - 124 lae - - 2
& g - - - 120 16 - - -
THtadE 3 Vg = = = 2513 510 0§ 2 14



.}L;Iv LUt AL KISTOWS 18 Apr U5 (Conild)

On 13 April 1345 the 255%h Iafantry continusl itn atiack in ke vieinily
el Hehabiodk tall,

Che 4 Jpitslioa continued 'ﬂorm 2 up eneny resistoncs in its sector arowmd
iiall itself, Company G reveried & e batialicn fran rel-;mch-.ql vegerve. AL the end
oI tae mericd 211 eleaexts of tne battallon vere in Schusbisch Enll except Company
Foviich hed organized positilas -.ajj_)7 Lo the southwest of Eall asiride the hizhway

i thesvicknily of Bapenbgch end Rsiferhof, Hmving organized defeanive pom.eions
cia Mattalion Imstitub=d vigorous patrolling in the arsa.
The 3¢ 3nilnlicn Lo-the nor ...e:\_.t of Enl)l Deren its astlon ot 03003 attacking

We Kocher River. The pitinck neb stiff eneay cppo3ll joz but vent forwar
4 easualtiss on the enmny and resultis in ths capture of w5y

ing the day the dattullon cleared tiic toyms of Tliershofen Syjoe2

5053, Veingu SLI51, ond Weckriedea 4750, At the ead of the

'}

Sattallon Cozannd Poast was in Zllerehofen ST‘:','E*.’_’ FESH Bl B
: excenw one Plgtaong Co'zp py L on the left was in the vicinity of Weclk-
vicien 54700, il Velnpuy ond Sompeny I «va3 on the rizht in the area arpmd Velapu
9h.0l. She battilion estadll 'med uc*"cna).\ro positicns for ihe niv.::‘:. @nd cexduched
“.u‘.‘\. i“f

natrollin«.

_ % 13t Batialion pitrngved at 05003 in its zone egalrst 11 2t resistance

o ':1::.& reazizd its objectisie by 0357, whore it orgenlzel defensive positions on

‘.o Lich growsd. At 1L303 the battalion moveld by motor to Yeinbach SHKH3,
sunt west of Hzll, gad thes by motor gbout twenty or twenty-Tive kiloaeters to

. tih» norihenst 10 a new sector im the vicialty of iichslbaca SH5TY whiete 1t conti-
rusl 13 abttack in a nes sector. At tae ¢nd of the period the 1st Beitzlion
Souaend Post was in Micheldbach S5b7U.  Cowpany B on the battallon rizat neld the

=

ni growd SS771 arowmnd Elrnersaolen on tze north side of ths Jozst Alver.

Cuapeny C in the Dattalion =sntar was ob S5872 on the hiza wooded growd east of
Coapany B and across the valley of the Breuacs, 2 tridutary of the Jagst.
Coooaay A was abt 55971 oz hig: wooded growmd to'the sowh anG cast of CD‘:I]_:;}....:J' c
-~G to the norsth of Hessenpu on the Jazst Eiver.

tdjaceat wmits: The 25331 Infeniry cont inuvaed its atiack ot 08003 nmoviaz
1o the sowhecast. Ab aooroxliaatsly 1UOOB elements of tne Teginent wire

8 W
mobtarizei and oStacked io eatzblish a line thr ouz- Sanzendaca su253, Risden
=32 i 55% 1o ithe souta and southwaal o Enll, Rssistance wes light
3y there was no resistance ab &)1 in the afternoon. The
at 1003 pzainst stiff resistance in t:Le morainz tut ngaliast
] Ppcsition in the aftammoon, so that as the nzrisd endad
Ciimony C was n@vaacing towerd Tolpnrisdorf $35z52 wmopposed: Conpany 3 was
in Vnalmartshaussa 55305,
Comsuny Zin Pudaladox? 53655, md Compaay I in Runasrtshofen S3853, in a line
iwa-shtoof %his 31 Babtalion of tzz 235%h Iafontry and to tz= porta and east of hall
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M RZSLAZITAL HISTORY 18 Apr U5 (Coni'd )

ris Captured:

fficers mnlisted Men
0 0 by lst ‘Ba
0 1 by &2 Bn .
5 ' _ 124 by 3«1 :Bn
Totals f) ' 133 x

Stntus pnd Bosuslties

Reinf

Lazd Zf0 KIL  wownded Xelnf  Azzd  ECf KIA .fo'.mdcd
st B &8 B o= = i Tol 710 « 17 -
7% 33 3N B .- 3 - 731 685 = 58 15
3 3x 31 24 - 3 - 139 6% 5 18 ez
Ch. 08 4 Lo o | - 100 94 -~ - -
B O b = - - LS 140 - - -
g Co 15 18 - - - 135 1228 - - -
v Co 15 15 - o gt 128 127 = - - -
ed 8 - % - 120 106 - 2 -
Totals 181 1 = 3 - 2847 231 5 o5 3

The Regimentzl Comnnndsr issued
Oparationy Iunstructions ¥o. 7, Eq &5, Geilenirirchen, Fermany,
823093 Apr ¥5: 1. a. 631 Inf Div cont pres mission witil passed throush
b bhith Inf Div 1902003 tor l b. bz In? Div (Reinf) passes to ceantrol
A1 Corps 1G00013 4or 45, c, Uﬁo a..mt XTI Corps, Div cont zdv to contact

the followinz lnatructions:

I cvs Corps 2 flonlc. e, C(Ts dissolved eff 190600 B Apr L5.
Upon being passrl throusa by the Uhth Inf Div 1906005 Anr U45 rols 117th Cav
) ond lst Zo 2554k

in naw

E
(sse overloy B

C);‘T S

&z, _,i S

Ll-

.nu-cﬁs.:m (36957) =nd cont otk to S in Z indicated.

b.

Cont atx in r=y Z.

Utn In? Div on the

Inf in Z prior to 1316003 Aor 45, X

255th Ief:
coat a2tk in new Z.

-{-

and Zlns VI Corps on the ZH.

I, 25hUth Inf:

. Cont atk in pew 2

lat 3n Upon being reld by Zlms

d,

2. 253 Infs

s
23 3a 95"":1. Irf reverts to coairol parsnt -wmit woon rel
y ZhiaE L}—'-’-t‘l ic? 2iv 1900033 spr U5, L,

22 Bn. 255 Inf (=] Protect 2 flan¥ of

el 2534 Inf moves by motor to asaeadbly area to be desiznated in Regtl Res. Nine

2 1/2-2 Trzs Turn by S-% availedle to 1st Szt Im Ba at 2eztl CP at J.913+003 Apr

! 8. A2 Co. '.-'*rote:‘;s flanizs ﬁ“:l rear of new Reztl sscior. 9. On Co:
1. Avssyss 1L JI'!l._uai.n contnet fr L to RB.
% atyn T1h4 12, Bsztl G2 ozeas Unierownidhsin

1 &

2.
Irf. s
e rezim=ntal Tromt bbb the rorih gnd east

ons to the east €2 that pow the reziment was
W2 30Ut Un zn nren 31011y Yo the z£a3t of the Xocdaer River,
: cianze the regime=t wold atieck with only
tarae, Tha lst Bxtiaslioa coaiinued %o gbtack
L2 e rest of tiLe rezinent, ILate in
t';-_: Semdad 1t Was I‘l..ll“"‘-"“l in this jre by elzments o7 tha 2534 Infantry and the
- end of the period to an
in the vicinity of’

of t-

vhere 1» WOl J.lu te on the rezinz



REGLLXNTAL HISTORY 19 Apr (Cont'd) :

It wno dadly needed in this area bec.use in its new -one the regiment haod
both flonks exposed, The reiaforced canprny wad sent to sweep the wooded aren
SHLT9 in ths vicinity of druchlinzen,

The 2d Bnttalion, minus Compeny G, continuad its attack in its new zone
on the reginmental rizht wareec it protected the rignt flenk of the XXi Corps. The
batlallon cleared Eessentul SU357, and SUS%J. The Battallon then withdrew
to positions favorudle for defenss for the niget 2and rrepored to continue the
ottock, At the end of the period the dattolion Comaend Bosl was in Eessental
SHET5E5; Coap-ny Z on the right wan ot S4753 and SY358 in znd to the west of
heasental und covering ths hishway between Za1l and Bessental; Company F on
the Jeft was ot SUE53, SL358, and S4959 in nd to the esst of Hessental along
the hignway and near the pirfield, Compeny &, 1o reglmental reserve, was in Weo-
krieden S4760.

The 34 Battalion attacked 10003 in itu new gone on the reginental left. It
cleared the tovns of Altenhausen S5(60 »x° Tungental S55150. Resistance to this
atteel was wnyielding and very heavy., Tunz:ntsl hpd to be assauliaz three times
before it was taren, The enemy uwied not 057 the infontry weapons of mortara

and heavy machine gms but zlso 88 and 150 nillimeter artillery, rockets, gnd
teonks. For the nizht the battdlion establ’ hed defensive nositions with Com pany
'K at S5059 near Fltentausen, Company L in ‘e cenier nt 55133 -~nd S516C 4o the
west of Twgental, snd Comprny I on the le7t ot £5153 and S5150 to the east

oF Bissenthl, PHe 23 Bzttalion Command Pout was 5493517 in Veinat.

The Rezimentsl Comaand Post was moved iroa Gaileankirchea to
Untermmkaelm SU57534 at 0Z1C3, where the regineatal train was also set u,

Adjacent wits: The 2524 Infeniry vhon passed throw by the 11Lth Infentyy

CO003 zovel to a new sector no ldger ' jncent.to the 255th Infantry. The '
2 Infantry in the VI Corps aud on the =izt of the 255th Infantry passed
rours the 2534 Infantry and a»tiacked ts e south in zone a2gainst ligt
sistance having gone beyond Gachwend 470.35 by tae 2ad of the period, The
bLth Iafentry still on the rigat of the 225tk Infaniry coniinued its attsck in
new zone cozainst heavy resistyncs. 3r ihe ead of the perlod lealing
necis ond cleared Citerthch S530. '

oo
}= ot
rr

. Weathar! warms ¥igibilitry, good.

Ak

Tis Canbureda

Cificears Snlisted Men
z 0Dty 1st Bn
0 24 %y 21 3a
0 13 by 34 Zn.
Totala 1 37



REGLIZTAL HISTORY 1§ Apr %5 (Cont'd)

Stotus ~nd C-sunltins

Oificers Tnlicted Men

Angd =L Wln Voumled Rein? Avid =t KA ‘owmded Reinf
lat 5n 23 25 - - - Tol 710 - - © -
N ¥ 2o 25 - s - TH 703 1 - 14
5 Bn 30 22 2 & 719 b37 1 10 -
Cu Co "} L - - - 100 95 - - 1
AR Co 7 £ = - - BENCT. R0 - = o
itg Co 18 18 - - - 133 12b - - -
v Co 15 2 : S 1 - 123 120 d - -
ted g8 8 - - - 116 107 - = -
DeandE dtg  amg - 3 = ecle &35 3 10 123

20 April 19%5

Thoe 255%k Infentry, ninus Company C, continued %o aitsc: in zons to the
FINIR S, -

Company C reinforded continued on its seporsie mission near Raboldshausen
535739, :

The lst Sattelion cazpleted its move.by motor to the assendly ovrea nesr |

2all 5Lo5%3 at 015C3. uc::npa.ﬂr 4 was soved from this orea pad placed in positisn
Yo aisct Wi reglnental rigad flaak, beinz attachad to 248 3=tt41icn.
At 10003 Compeny A reveried ic baitalion control, znd the bottalica minus
Caepany C moved to a new assmdly area SYS3573 just south of Essuental,
cczplaling the nove ot 21303,

The 2d Battzlicn contirued to attack to thoe soutk o 2zainst liznt realsfoncee.

53 Coupeny G ceased to be in rexigeatal resers ald- revertad to

-
aXaidid £he rIFNt Tlank of
v znd

7
Gipsdislenfdbru S k:.l]-b
!1‘!‘." Av t._uﬁ [ .,'J. D_

the rezineotal zcoe a22d sowthward
railrazs to clear the populaied erees. ef Gigsdisler—
Ratieabretzingsr S4355
the perind the batt
Sksisll -'1c'~ Commany G, minua t3o platoons in rsserve in ta

9, and Hichelbach—
) ion Commznd Post was

poatoova of Compuiy 6 was abt SY754 2loag the rallvey rwmning sotr
i ~ =
=notner plotooa of Campeny G was at SUZ05'E noldiing 2 woolad
sntoof M ichelsacz.  Compaay ¥ ownes on a wooded pask ot 5&353 Lo

in positiuons
¢, wooled growmd to

crowd a road nel.
the =ast znd

continued its -tilazik on
znd tank destroyers for
o7+rran a2 alrplane =2s83=mbly plant in the area

Comzany 2 was in
a litile south of

the regineatol left,
this ccbion pzalnst lig-

and 551 - aXG 2e-ving o qw*md in thal vicinity moved east to

= picitions Jor ths nigzt. The 30 3attalion Coanmond Post
o2 Lne Lizhuay nottheasst of Rouhendretzinrger, Company K minus
eh B30 on i mround overloo¥in- *he 3riklbaca to the 3.2k,



RUGLUNTAV-KISTORY 20 Aor 49 (Contla

The other platoon of Conpany K was pt $511543 ca the hifiway rimaing
southeast into Hexrlebach. Coaprny I was holding tositlons ot 55155 and §5%5
on the high prownd north of the lz=mbaci. Cmpony I was blocking to the enst
ot SHI50 tvo qnd a hold Xklloneters north of EHerledach :nd on the high yrowd

1o e narth of the Alte Fischbach.

-The Rednentpl Commznd Poot was ot Hesseatal 51}8'{553.

fdjacent wits: Tihe 11Utk Infontry, beside ths 24 Battalion on the
reglmental rizsht, stiacked sowth agalnst 1144 resistoace snd leadine elements
Tepcned Scawrdbinch Guawmd 85124, The Hhith Infantry, to the left of the R
sattalics end of the regiment, attacked al 03303 npainst moderate resistance
cn the right (ihe sector adjacent to the zone of the 253%k Infantry) and agoinst
Bewvy resistonce and advenced Yo a line ruaning gen»rally northeast from
Sulzicrf S5358.

Weathert weomy visibidity, pocd

Cifigers ' Mlirted Hen
0 O by lst 3n
0 7 bvad Ba
_ 0 & by 34 Bn
Totals O : i
Stpius =nd Drsuslti=s
LCificers. , Tmlisted Men :
Asgd  Eff  KIL  Wounded Reinf Asgd Ef XIA Wounded Reinf
1ot3a 28 25 - - - 784 . 758 L - _ aa '
&2 29 25 - - - 183 135 2 5 b2
3 3n 30 22. - - - 775 b&4+ - bt Lg
Ca O 4 It - ® o - 100 a3 - - -
AT Co o . - o 1k 15 - - L
Hg G0 13 38 - - - 124 15 - - -
Brde 45 215 2 - - - sgg 40 = = .,
ek 3 9 - — — ) 114 10? - — -
Potals 133 123 - - - 2353 2334 3 T 125
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ASCDIITAL HISELRY 21 Apr B (Sontld)

Tne rezimeatal Commander issued tha following instructions:
Operatlons Listructions No. 37, hg 255th Inf, EMSSENTAL, Gemmeany, -
2114003 Apr b,

1. 255tk () noves by atr to vic NI BEINGS (S6027) and SULZBAE
(72137, 2. 4 Ba (Task Force Thompson) ndv on route M"C-7V by mtr, seize
HUSBENEORT (55525) - WTEIR BOSINGDY J(85027) erea. Seize undestroyed dridges

Hems B in sector. Cross 12 3r at SCEWASISCI HALL (54559) et time to be

41
L

meted.  Zxtead N to mset 3 Ba moving S fr SWIZIBAE area (S5442) and
¢by protect VI Corps: L flunk., Comnosition of Task Foree: Comér: ILi

: Comvoy: No, @73 2d Ba, &3a FA Ba (-Btry "CM) plus 1 Btry
Jfith YA Bn, 1 Plat Co ¥C" 8227D Bn, 1 2ipt Co "B® 753d Tk Bn, 1 Plaut Co 'Df
75 Tk Bn, 1 Plet Co "C" 203d Euzr Bn, 1 Plat AT Co. 3. 74 Bn (Task Force
2y odv oon route "C6" Yy mtr to vie of SULZZACH (s5452) arsa ond prep to
cont 1o the S, Seize wdestroyed oridges in vic over XOCIZR R. OCross IP 15 nin
after TF TETIF3CI, CCHPOSITION C¥ TS5 FCRLE: Cemdr: CAPT BOYD, Coavoys
No. o-b; 33 Bn, Biry "O" £52d FA Bn, Co "CY (-) 822 TD Bn, Co "BM (x)
1532 T Ba, 3 1 Flat Co "C" 2534 Zner € 3n, 718 th FA 3a (=), 4T Co {(-)
I&R Plat (-}, Hestl Hq Co, Hqlec Med Det. Co "C" 233 Med Bn. U, 1st 3n (-)
(Tosr Force FCRBZ3) rels 21 rmd 54 3n gnd coat atk to destroy Zv in 2. Atchd
‘to 25bin Inf iamedistely. Crmnosition: 1st Bn, On Co, 1 Plat Co "OM £221°
T Za, )L Plat Ce '"3¥ 7531 Tk Bn, 1 1ot 4T Co. 5¢ 10 nin between march
Gailoc.  Edvise this Eq nioler veh per serial, rumber morch wilts per serial
without delay. 6, Marca ®: rear of 3 Bn. '

.
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Thec route of this motorized zivance wanb from Scawsbis Eall s4559
so:awest into the zonas of the W4th Infantry Diviscr throughB3ibersfeld
SHI55 to Ober Rot SUOUE, then southerst toward Ficztenderz SLi5, twning sowth
west throud Kirchentirnberg SH2U) and south to Schwadisch Gawmd S512Y%, hers
turning east back into ths zone of the 255th Infontry and proceeding along the
norihbaunk of the ZRems REiver into Unter Bobingzen S5027, a total dist-nce of
ebout sixty kilcmeters. :

During the early port of tne day, 21, April, 1G45,%ha 255tk Infansry cent-
inusd to ottack to the sowh in its zone to the east of Schwabisch Hall. At
12333 the 1st 3attelion, ninus Company C, was attached to the 25Utk Infoniry, =md
relizved the 24 and Id Battalions of tas 255%a Infeniry on positions, Ths 22 md
2% Zattalions of the 2554z Infaniry cn positicn. Tho 23 znd 2d sattalion were
¢rgopized inta Task Forces Thompson and Zoyd in accordznce with the oparations
vructlons =nd procesiei Lo their asseatly sreas. Task Forcs Trhonpson, ths
si-orced 22 3gttelion, ecroscsd She initinl moint of its routs ot Scawsdisch
Loeb 17003, drovidel security and reconnoitsred as 2 priliaizary to 1ts attack
e-X1ly on the fellowing Gay. Lt tha 2ndsf the period ihe rerzimsnt minus the first
orei.lion was Cinposel s follows: The 7d Sattnlinn ond the other elements of
Torc Force Boyd were in 2n 2sseadly ares at Robeniar $5040. The 21 Battalion
¢nc the eleaen%s taal comprised Tesic Forés Tiompson wsre en route, the forward
vAit alro2dy passing throuzh Scawadisca Guuad SH1ZL, .



"RZGDLENTAL HISTORY 21 Apr 45 (Cont'd)

AdJacent wits: O the replnental £luzks, tho 11L%h Infaatry to the
right and the Z5Uth Infpntsy to the left contiuved to ettnck, ‘Men the lst

Seftelion of the 2Z55th Infentry was altached to ihe e5hth Infentry, the zone of
vhab reglnent wes widened to inclulde o part of the avea of the 255ta Infantry.

veather: rainy; visibllity, poor.

Cificary : Inlistsd Men
0 0 by 1lst 3n
0 ' ‘ 2 by 24 3Bn-
0] Y ty 3d Bn
Totals 0 '
Status ona Casualtiag
Oificers Inlisted Men
Asgd ECT KIA vownded  Rejnf Asgd T KIA  Vowaded  Reinf
1t =n s 5 - - - 184 158 - - -~
A S 1 | 0 - - - 755 137 - - -
33 B3 28 cl - 1 - 775  b37 - - -
“Cta Co L 4 - - - 102 93 - - -
A Co i ® 6 - - - 1t5 145 - = -
Eq 0o 21 5 - - - 138 127 - - -
5 Co 15 1k - -~ - 123 120 - - -
Hed g 9 & - - 114 107 - - -
Totalas ikl 1% - i - 2051 2730 - - -
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The 150th Infantry contirpued its attnciz.  The motorized #d Suttalion as Task
roo Thomzson atteclied to the east at 03231 from Sehwabisch Gnund 35124 end seized

5 objectives, lussenhofen $5325 and Unter pobirsen 38027. To here the battalion

Lo baenradvencine winly Coszeny 2 onothe left, Cenpany X eon the rishts eaod Coppany

& iu oreserve. (0 entering Unter Bobipzen across a Lridge, which had been seized
VHLGEL,. Oves the Baas River, TSMdns o° otbnbiionsd m guoird grpund whe bridze and

. b

LS Een And srepdred posditions S She nidlit. Qonraiies B and ¢ abtiscked X6 either
side of the hizhvay between Scinvabisch Gmund and Unter fobingen and cleared the

juj

tevms of Rerlil:efem 55426 wad Zimern 359726, By ihe end of the pericd the 2d
Battalion CO"‘;nd Post was in Igzingen S6728 with Comasny 2 less one platoon. Thet
: 2¢

Y
Slotoon of Coimpang @ vws in Schwabisch Cnund 3512<, Cne latoon of Cempan” G wos
IRV un.knhofcn 20520 and the rest o: the cowany in Ziminora bO726.  Compauy F owus
“urthert cast in Umter Bobinzen,

At 08003 the 3d Battalion luunched its mobteorizeq attacls fron ‘Gschwvend $4739
Lortiyrest “bo Sukcboen 85442 vhiich 4t hed seised Uy 12505, “Phe battalions<chiun
cadvenced te tho south on Took, clearing the torms cof 32ifertsnoien $0436, Eolnert-
rhofen 55435, Vellbach $5334, nnd sviept the woods in the areas §5437, $5633, It
then rmoved to protect the Coros loft flanl:zs During the dey the Jattalion had
soized a bridge across the Kocher River at Loufen $50640. At the end of the d~y the .
tattelion occwpied theso positions: On the north or left flonk of the battalion one
pletoon of Compamy K wes in the vicinity of Batschentof 55633 on high ground over-
looking the iechsr Ziver to tlis east. The ra3t of fongany X was around Hemnaten
S5b35, Compuny I was to the south of these vositions at 535535 and $5534 comrmanding
tne rosd toward Zschach. Company L was still further south on the right flank of
the battalion in the vicinity of Utzstetten 34537 wnd 55531. The 3d Eattalion
Ccrmmand Post wes also located in Utzstetien,

The lst 3Battaliom, still ettached to the Z254th e s

1 had relieved the 2d and 3d Retzaelions on 21 A 45 in positiouns where those |
units had been edvancing to the south egainst lizhi 2 1
|

[ )

niry, had attecked at 06253.

(() |"J

|
|=N
}_.l

l
resistance so that they had
scimed the tovms of Hirscihfelden S4£753, Buchhorr £:732, ideolbuch 34B50, Futendor?
32549, and yiszermsiler 8$5148. Tulking un this atrackz on 22 2oril 1945, the lsit
alion moved throush Eutendort and Jfinzemveller to Goildorf $4943, six or seven
tars Lo the nortnuequ of 3ulzvach. The units excountared no ereny but swrere
nd blocks =z2nd inines,

-

e ital Conmnnd Posh urn est aviartshoien 352338,
The Conrnn”*ro s the Cowmanding Officer of the
DA 1

co vhich wus adlresced to the
Sl o 1 "Phe-abionece of organined eneny

an infewrnation o of the T

e
Counzral ol bthe Div:
0
efdears of the Zaad ond 2.

rauns in ynnr zens fhod v, and in the ares of the <%l Division far to the South,

s EnUThe oAb To highotiie 2050 Thllanty)
iy rlcik ol meving on voadi, by metor, yhe
incrc.ced rete of movemeat to the south. :
"yntil enecy resistance reauires donloyed foz1~tiona you will move colwins on
yovin oand redirce the sesrchiaz of jyour zone to wh-i vhich may be .necessary to determi
Lo esZened 0f Lplso or Srhlzed bodies of enemy. :t is suz-2sted that you uce snal
cized mmhrols 2052 whzre such use i sa2iic nuln nnd that vhere foob
e v AR o et o T ot Ll b ulft tnﬂf 4 riorm Shotr misslon and rejoin

G REEE BUNERNGS AR

LR Rt

ins spevpiced batsolions, guwtillies
2 nracticable, in order to Sccuro an

A T medantd v
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Tho Comunding Officer, 2534 Inf an‘ry, %111 naintain comtact with the 4ih
Pivigdon elemenis h\r Utlllzl.l" 63d Hen et '

Fho Commanding Goneral also issued the following instructions:

Coerations Insiructions Fo. 33, Ha 63d Inf piv, 2213453 Adr 45: 1. ey Bds

cfifectivo at once (overloy). 2. 2530 Inf: Cont Adv to Div Obj in Z (overlay).
Je . 254%h InT Cont present mission in 7 to Div ¢bj. b. 15t Ba 255th In® :
Teverls te control sarent wuit ipon reaching Sulzdach 35442, ¢, a. 25ith Ind
cont »wresent mission to Div Cbj. «.. 5. 5 Eire, 353d s SLT Ba (-): move
li~ }Ls to cover entire Div Z with crti”icinl mon mldlisht, L L.

The new uounds.r;.' coglgnod to the 255th '“1_ ariry o zong on the righs _le“" of

ihe division ond of tlhe j:"'" Corns e cnding scuth in an aren aboyut *‘0"" or five
liilomnters s:ide rougily naraliel $6 and b"t"’epl nerth-sowuth gria l:mes 8% ord 57
o D8, The divizios ebjective was the prea 2lons the Rens 31‘.’3.‘ vo the eazt of
sehrobizeh Grand,  Untor Jobliagen v kin’y the 24 Pad :.’:f‘.isn hz2d «lready taken vias
excl iwed from the reginieniag : e

CHFTE.IES EILISTED (X

: 0 1 by 2d Bn -
: 0 . 2 by 3d Bn )
otal T =
Be a9 B5 ' Status and Casunlties
Sl _ AuLISTID AE:H i
£538 =TT ¥IA Tounded 2einf L£53d EIY L T4 ounded Reinf
§% Bn <8 T3 = = - 784 758 = = -
2d 5n Sl 26 = - - 725 733 - - -
3 en 28 22, - - - 775 ©879 - - -
1 Co 4 4 - - = 100 22 - - =
i gp 7 3 = = = 146 145 - - -
2 21 23 - -~ - 8¢ 123 - - -
o 15 14 = - - 128 125 - - S
] 3 2 - - - 114 137 - = - -
RE- ordd 505 .
W o e LT REAIEASE Thadn et naney cortinued el 3303 its advo.es
el TR, P i ghed B aater nomes ae CLOlie XL vvn dban
1T uEldeainl Bo Ulie koniy ENFIRE il .OVa-'-d b' rarehine.aing
-'-.-:bl;' T2 in the vicinity or "’lla.\.ch 39337 he 24 B .t: oz

vs pcisitions end sptrolled in the part of tne L.lVl.'a"O"l objective
v of that sart of %he objective which wn
the zone ol o 235 <n Infertry. then its reliet ) the 20ith Inferiry

SRR L G ares paol

we e akaied b 2oo0p Zrennlion moved 4o wn wssenlly arc. in the viciniky
T Ui dendgl W00 ;-m 2 SEEERYE 4 voiupled fd2lensive pocitioss until nnsgsad

el B v e ek gl WESEE T, Y. AT Uhizn osoved ha oen essembly orze in the
and atbdier vy & TR T £

[ ]



IVEILY oW ARY
The Rermimental Command Post was stilll in Qunoertsiofon SO "53.

Ldjecent wiits:  The 2b4th Lafeniry on the rirht and tho 114th Infentry on the
let™ 02 the reogiment both continued to atiack in zone. g,

WeRENGr: Fainy; LI, Sadr He ey

Zs Coptured:

L
25 o by Strtus ard Cosualtices
Ol aEs _ SaLISSS0 L sn
__-EJd Bl Wog, ovivosd Erent rern B nlh oasded Rednl
" Rt Z0 = = = 7oy Too - 4 P

B & & - 775 723 - - = -

(AR 2 I o
— i

sd g 22 - - 2 787 65¢ 1 - 25
! < 4 @& - - 100 sS4 - = T e
L 7 5 - - - : 146 145 = - i
L 21 2k = - - 134 125 - - - .
S ¥ T4 = - - 128 125 = = -
;bR 5 s - - - ite 197 = = -

< 2008 steted tThet the 634 Inf Div wins to
3o 211 » b securing croscings. of the Danube
1] ng el ats o g 12th jSrmiored DlV1"13n in ite zone, It was to
tnen prepere to efiect a crossing of the Dinube Tiver and advance in o gezerzl
jem. direction on order, Et weS To maintain lisiscn with the left wnit eof the YT
T ohec Corps riz it being ths risht flﬂnk unit of

cttached wiss: Cod, 753d Tr Bn -

X elemeats of the 2534 and
ien 2eswrve assorbly eres vie
t

dzle 2or sdvence on Div. order
l, end was to maintiein liaison with
sings for motorized advarca,
nder of the 2050th Int is.ued et 2355F

tructions to ths units ¢f his comnand:

- : ;e:eral Jiragcion of sotth a~d southeast id
whi ias il cooad Py SEUY.- PR TErerTe DEunortiriied dn order fro Treas o oE
i ' i Service Comoeny trucks,  Ihe Satoelions vare

N
s
 DILoEn Uhe B W Ueas,  doel



S B Sl

PHOELED ehniasy

FeLaaldoNs. vote ve thotolp iy Biurdll Areds WiGyed throuzi-by "lénh~froc inst pns
rnd destroy any enchy in the zouz,
The ordéer of march was te be: 2d Bn wrc to reconnoiter to Report L1nu “ns3hins-

Pl

.cne This was s lise extending froem SO77-137 on the loft boundary of the Rezizental

seesor to noint $O57-14%) on the risht bewadar; of theo Secteor. Tha 1st Bn was to
b woverioedt 2ndtzally nod peconneiier fren it line Twsnington 1o Byt ling Polk
Ferhe vl ines me. SOTREE Ly Revwensd] Deeher Spos BHETIA0 te 5000135 b LhHe Fight
botniary.  Uhne 04 En s to te ready to move bty mobor to rat line Folk and
ROeGler &0 Josh BN It dihe Jieksen. giic r:t liae Jacizson ran from point
oG B B :i;‘t boturdary of the Regimentnl secters lLezimental) Hye CGoo nud
' _‘wu: I.C:‘x Dot 1.0 rolloy: ) in thet eordor, : : '
".' ; vonlions qpere To heoaps e 2ed | gudpe spblaphepnba

3 Fad Rion H 7 L oo o e 1 Lman
= s e yes suEnd, Dopdse i (D

1??\ﬂ 2% T Thed plakt Ca go =

X G

7o ?fﬂ :0 %n - l ?1at t? Co - 1

o Lo ropore Zreh Zot ..al:l.o“ S Lo
svreen Atr oreseciive zoze ond be B etk for Lo next rot line. In
adlition, rozorts of dissezition of troons viere ' to Ye Cdbﬂlu,;d nOhrl" on ths

cunrrter-heour by the frsioct nossible menns,
mhe T ornd 2 vas to srintain contact vithh elerenic ol the :é h inf nDiv and
3R r~d:o pecapnny O34 QDlen Tr Hlens in [ ooimental Zode and maedntoin contoch. .
gomhiiy 2 3111‘“w ves to be in cherze of € - 23- @ 4ruciss used to move 308

- PUR iy .
SO T l,_'_.)'..::.‘--

pt Ioreh CP wes to e in the resr of the °d ;n in the elanent.

I wevordznes vith The Resimertzl orders as set in I S5¢ the 2d
reaorted crossinzy the ,0. in the viec of XHussznholen ;«,a:,'r.-r,:JB. This =pttaelion was
Lo sweep the area on foot os. fer scutqwiard &5 the rat line T/ashingtcn before being
nerorized For tne next ohase. Iy 0814 the Battelion Commender rejorted that

35720 haq -

"3'5_ ad, bu :'.

Jooar
vt i
7 Toob an
LT BN
inbenee,
SR of

_]"_UI...-.: Ol Lo o e

AT T
n\.

.0

en cleared nnd
an ebandoned enemy swiunition dum) vas found at this poimt. &~ 1410

1k

en $50¢3, and by O30 E Co
>untered in t“e Tic of

r Br 1230 the torn of Jjeller
he Zn CP wins moving in. Ie cnexny resisteazice was

erz 1n trhe vie of Zettrin
823, A voad Vlock vas

2

.

W

v - - e
..f_’.'.:." Tellioonce

3
Ao, Dhu n

cath Intan evle to renort to the
aEnts ol T <d resched their initial objective,
Thas o6 the nohnt wheove They were o be motorluea
otiier Tywn Lan alter tThey had taken their dmeedinte
o opsrations ¢ omuit oo reed blocks end ome rined
12 renl rocisuanss i beewn izt nnd o real contrct

Inothe awaere] vicinity norcn

snune, & 4 50119"‘no en 5333 w0 B
¢ in vic of Velll ized s ordered, It moved
to the vic of 23 'a\ed zt this point end attecked

aszi-ned zon~e L2
“olisy ived roached
nul" DETAIPFRIEF ) ub LIRS

i PRl
Vohedren) Yenn Ma

.’n;ton and rot- line Polk, By
L e, withot mceting eneny

ceitacle, By 16053 the main
WS AB=ATETAE 0F the aintensy
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Lo e covered oy then in this pluse or their opcrations, Jtill no rosistance hee
Loonomet, tul movened was hars mered by a very mountaivous terrain. Fieclds pnd
ronds viere found to o nhiined in tho vie Just north of pegenfeld S5716, at point
Suadl¥o o haigar cosladains Do cliders and parts wos discovered. by 1853 the
C.0. or whe iioth Inrfanizy #erinaent renorte sd that the 1lst ¥n had reached the »olk
repert line,  Theo mdn clepment of the ceneny had not been located and it was
boconiin: movarei that no sinnd wns rlanned in “L"'w.) articular area.

A% l{nia tive Pe~ivantal Corrnandar, following D*vl ion Ordor as set forth in
Cretize 1 %o U1,3b, iscued Chan: 0 7l to ¢, 58 which shifted one of the boundaries
et 1he ﬂ"51J0hu¢1 Zonz os woll as that (oY uhe XXI Corps of which the 253th Inf was
the rizht element., B ning in the vic of 5310 and extending in a S,E. dirsction
a2 right bDowndary line was (hifted to the left on an avsrage of two lilometers,

chenze cul almost in hal: the width of the zone to be cleared by the 255th
The vound-ries of the 204th In? which wes on the 12t flank of the 253th,,
od unchanzed,  ilevise, the bowidaricen o ihe 2534 inf, vhich vas <o the
the 20¢vh, rovained wichanad, This Chrnge 2l To 0135 alzo called for
itoin the o "2 zones o the Imnube wiver, the seizure of any
and L erosning of Lhe river on pivicion Ledar,
niie L 3d 2a i ndieh vins v an S8ty fren 15 the vic of
iy T potorized end prepured to iove cut aw crigred. The
cormanies loaded their trocss on ell availabie trongooritatios sd moved forward ‘
ot 15202, its zone wes to lie befveen the rpt line Polk end the rpt line Jaczson.
Fro2420 T Co nnd reoched the report line "."ld £ £o ves in 3teinenizirch $6119, E
Tie zone had b-an covered and no eneryy resistance had been rmet,

Towercs the cad of the 24 hr periosd, ia the atsence of ary comnosct with
crornized elanunts of the €nchyy, the RDezimental Compander, Tollowin: en order fron
vne Division Comwmander, oricred o rmodification of the ori-ial nlan 07 operetiors,

o}
ol

.
-

LN mhe lendiss ClE“PQua resched the vic of pavenstein Daﬂlo the .2d Bn was
wovorized and ordercd To move dircetly to fthe Damube fiver, a dictance of
mately 50 kilomevers, The reaninder o the De':nﬂnu vius Lo follow by
n3 05

neclos Vent Yormwerd, 2pinental ¥gs moved foriard

P2y ¢ S :ouor¢z,u, moved out at 23203, At
The ooio off Henmi ’

the Re-iment moved T“01"-'-"
zanes ol pliuesit 29 3 110

e et Tl
Sbeows )y JTIUC N

3

rd by the method of

275 beyord the L.D. Tt .
w5 vrocded and

RCe WAS ountered. 2oad tleels:s
Talice oL Uhe swoterized elements.,




Stebtus and Cestnlties

i S
sl wopsded  DEEge A5 Boin®
lnt B = = - 7¢Y -
A Zn = - = 770 .
ga  on : : = - 757 -
o ' 4 - - ~ g s) -
2y S . i ¢ - - - 145 -
., B - - - 134 -
oAy 15 1l - = - 1lzg -
ed 9 - - - 114 - :

Lhe plan to uove residly to $he D.tabe Siver vas »ut into operation shortl:
Cillette: ¢ idndeht o P2 “03ral wken the )d B oyras fully nmoterized soed instruected to
the Danubo was rescheld, “his Botialion moved cut

¢ Anue An t‘xj:‘ HRLBRETES SR AN
S viie vie of o wsdnzens SHU1L ot (22183 and continued 5.3 within tho bounderies
e ke RC;‘”“W;"l Zone oQpumition,  E; 050083 it was in the vic of S5502

§Tiil moving forvrrd, At OT30B it hed reasched the srall Lown of Zahringen

E655011 and had qﬂched 2 23 prifeners o wer, By 1220 this 3ottalion had reacned
208t { 738930 end had tuvlen EO”POKl“FtGlj 175 prisoners without ulLferlnL e single

w1t It cosatinued to meve forword es pla"*nd meeting from this point on
feattered snnll arms fire bt po concentreted defensive suand on the part of. the
J'lt.‘."“‘ LS

}t 12253 ¥he Commandins Gerersl of the §3d ‘Division ordsrsd the 255th Inf
Rest izto an assembly ares in the vic of XBOS)., The 24 Bn comtinuedits attacl
witil it reached Riedheinm %8158. T% then cloz=d into the assembly area in the
cenaral vie of Langenau 1

In the meentims the 1s

» &% 18003,
end 3d Bas continued to sveepn tbe reer preas. The

znln resistance encowntered wes that of ropd bloc!:s, cratﬂra, and abatis. At
epproximately 10002 Company X s2drehended 5 civilinnps, After 1nuerrogatlo by €It
2% olaced under arrest be se of his hi-h nosition in the ¥azi rerty. at

e P ool

01 Compeny I Patrol reverted seeing eneny in $553005. -Comnany I later attacked
= Ll | oundes nd tog: nrisoners, The eneny did not fire on
k2 i comnleted their oparations of clearing
12d rmoved into the iszenbly gres ir the

iu

O i
) o, lst on
2 by 24 aAn
1 - 2 oy 34 Bn
oo - fenw



20 Fwy A5 5inbtus and Cesualties :
05 ICERS SVLISTED i
Ased TR KLy ounded  peint Lfeed o Y i oamded Reinf
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Jd 3Q 23 - - - 757 698 - - -
v Co 4 B - - - 100 4 - ; - .
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A" 15 1 - = - 123 125 = - -
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1

1

Lt the bezimming of ¢
BaRE

115 period the 25-th ind'was stil1l in Division Reserve

1 ' At 2 WES B Lanconny,

; ©1,39, Iollowin- receist of Division
Uk e SO TEL e (f0iuf) wmz to move comeneing mt 07223,
2o ke vie of wS2a3, It wus to eress the panubo Rivey iton
~

AN Ve wie ol Lansa

CI,37, diszu=s gt 0
to an Assenbl: aren

order, mass et of the L334 inf arc continue the aiiacr to the >,
in the 20Ls H50ER  Th rue g modntain 1iaison - claaenis ef
th2 103d L g )
The 1st Corviercing ot 07302, to tho 3Sdcmﬁiy Jrea in the
¢ Donube iver on order, png pess throuvzh ‘

Tacdaity B the D Ge.KELI%,. BFoNE th
elofuiEs gs e < £o the 5.8, in the zone with nll

o .
TO Aszenbly frea in ths vig of Bridge x2583,
niid Comain as Zegimentel seserve initiglly in the

Vie of Zunz
The 5d T Bridge 8332, cross

COmmgnein= gt 0830, o the vic of
the D\nu?e z 2nd ooutinie e sas % 2 5.2, in the zone vrith
#11 wocsible soeed, ;

Zer this oaer
R o

SO T

T
e e -
g MR
N

-

- “Se Zach 30 in tur:n vinn to swees
: Yor ity naxt resosre line. -onrts

heurly on tho quarzer-hour oy i

of the 123d 1P
By ! ‘Teziaoutel Zone nd ‘
s s b Le o s- Dollowas



- Regimental g Jo - 2d Bn - o Sccbien of the 'edical Detachnent.
Fs

'oly Areca north of the I
715 ™ had arrived et assembly noint end awmited further orders. At
leading clements had cros"m.l the river end by 20403 the 15t Bn had
N S M 200d (IsiE 0 WeaiNAsN S5 Bhe Wi just S5+Ze of Gunzburz. X6587.
520 un defensive pos"io*' el prepared to continue the attack tho
5 brEinEe ornand N Ains Located in Bhe vie $83005; Comnany C in the vic
Srrmanr iy Lhe Mg of 5U%0be  The Bw oo,y was estublished. at
Tr ZROOOn RBoadsly

Tne 3d An, < hich 1es to foller the 15t #n in the crossing of the Ixunube
SAver started disnlacing forvard fram it old ares in the vie of Lanzenau X75691

s 10023, 2y 19702 it had reached the now assenbly arec

-

Danube River in the vic of mzburg Y8338,

v erossing of the river and entored its Lssembly Ares in the vie of Sunzours

O T T onen ous lecal sec .1r:—.,
sue tne aticen

y awzulished conbot udd ooreirin 2 potrals, nod
%
mhe 2d Bn, vhicn hod been th

he follewinyz morning.

el
narihy of the Djiwoe b 18703 and nrep.red o cros. ihe river, iy 22008 it had
:izleted the croicing snd arrived in the vie of guazburg 13787 vhere it esinblished
ity for tho niznt and nrzjored to continue iho attac: on order.
The Rezimental C2? noved to fua-~bwrg £787, and made precerations for the
continuntion ol the attack at 05002 the next morning.

Veather, fpi¥; wisibilily, fair to goods

-
(=]

s Captured:

BILISTED 1y
2 by 1st pn
19 by 2d Bn
2 by 3d ®n
Z3
3 Status and casuslties
AL LAY S LN
cunde? 2Deinf aszd 2T 41 ounded neinf
1. =n 2T e = = = “Toa Ta9 = = -
g o= o] 25 - - - g2 750 1 i -
i L 29 23 - - - 154 E45 - - -
nn 3o 2 £ = . - 100 94 - - =
= Bs 7 & - - - 151 145 - - -
" 15 1182 - - - 134 129 - - -
e 15 14 - = = 123 125 - % ~
; 9 o= = - Y. 1OB & % -

27 snril 1945

the 1st =n begnn ivc mevement Trom the vie 98 Langerau Y7591 towerds

Just north of the panute
iver wnd greited its turn to oete the river crosing. Ry 21153 it hed cuamlated
in

aszt to move oun, renched the new Asneably Area

t OO)*.

-LHC 23 feh
RSt

-i.]r’.'

tinued to advince to the 5.2, encounterinsg light
”.0-5 the units, adveneing by Mlesp-froxzcingh

i L

S0 e Lhe prmrbeich RIVGY 86 U1905255 Shis kridee



WAL SEmnRy
v obo nnoennt vest rond which led Lo the jubob-oun bebween Scelrvinbimuichen to the
sl sl png Bberismen e tho southe The oridsovwas just sast of Slcbneshs The
troors flushed all of the renr arens. The P_C‘-:_‘,i“?lt erlcounterad cxtremely cong,usted
coslitdons on all ronds during the period, the iraffic consist inz chiefly ol friondl;
svpery  Uho sy Paomplorsced had ato indddelly ranid adeance shoced. byethas tratffic,
e olher two battslions clesred the renr areans.

othe ond the peried the 15t Palinlion vas ot Brictenbron v1271 vwith tho
8 mlmveni elt Adin GEd Men o dw 2irant el DangeisnufnachtlEe8.  TRe. 3d. BY qies fHeny

woen T11VH and The Od o dntlalion at XW77d. The Intellizence and

iance Platoon had advauced In conjunction with the ¢lemcuts tho
isance Lroap.
_'kt-. 03303 the Regimontal Corvwitd Port ab Sunsburg 38787 vins closed, At 123303
tho (c.vian [ 1" 2 i

i P
Adguoant

troops: T Following the pimor

contiinued the atiack, cronse set ensive positions,
heving encountered no resicir continued to nttack in ius
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wenther, fedir with oczasienal showsrs; visitility, fadr to good,
¥s Cenlured; N
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28 April 1945

The Regilmental Comsander issued the followvring
inotructions: Amendment llo. 1 to OI No. 39, Hq 255th Inf?,
Forsthofen, Germany, 2806308 April 1945: 1. 141at Inf-

Rel Elms 253d Ini on pos 27-28 Apr 45 and cont atk 2807003

Apr 45 to S and SE to seize Corps Obj in 2 2. 255th Inf -~

Cont atk to S5 and SE 2807008 Avr 45 in Conjunction with 141st
Anf., Bno will be "leav-frozged" between rpt lines. Order of
attack in rpt lines: a. 19t Bn. b. 3d Bn. c. 2d En. 4. Atchnts
s#/c. 5. Atkng Bns will rpt on reaching rpt lines. Ea bn in
tirn will sweep its respective 2 and be prepared to entruck
Tor -its nextv rpt lines. 5. I eand R: a. slaintain contact w/elms
1053 Int Dig: -

The 1st battelion cuntinued to attack from positions
near Siebnach Y1952 a2t 08208 and reacked the Lech River in
the vieinity of Landsberg Y3344. A1l bridges across the river
had been destroyed but the battalion found an underwater pass
for the foot troops near the pover plant. Company A minus one
platoon was in reserve on the west side of the rivery but
Companies B and C pushed zcross the river to the east, Company
B teking up positions in the norihern section of town, Company
C in thne southern pari. Cne platoon of Coupany A was assigned
10 guard an aumunition factory which had been captured in the
vicinity of Landsberg. The battalion established defensive po-
sitions preparatory to being relievead by eleunents of the 1424
Infantry. Upon relie? late in the pexriod the battalion moved
tOo an assembly area near Lendsberg. :

The 2d Bn. moved to Regimental reserve in the L chBanign, )
oY Schwab-iluhlhausen Y2549. : ‘

The 3d Battalion followed the advance of the 1st.-
Lattzlion and swept the rear areas. It encountered no enemy
>esistance, but enemy troops continued to give themselves up
in large numbers. The battzlion moved into an asseunbly area
2T B TLEEK Y2RS5 T ¢ g

The Regimental Command Post was established at
Forsthofen Y175560 at 03153. in general the Command Post was
2 march comzend post, but at 14003 the Com.and Post vas
opened at Schuabaunliausen ¥2649. :

The Regimental Coaznsnder issued the following
inztructions: Cper=<ions Inst:uctions Lo, «Oy Eg 255 Inf,
Sceivabauhlhausen, Germzny, 2324003 Apr 45: 1. 255th Inf moves
by shutiling to assembly area viec WAIKERISHGIEL (1162). For
details of movement see attached march table (Annex iio. 1 Vs
Tions lo. 40 y

' snnex Lo. 1 to Cperations Instruc )
i : 20. 1: 24 ka, AY Co, Cn Co;

apeelidal she rTolloplsng: Jowisy

- 1



Sorinl Comwsnding Ofiicer, Lt Col “Yhowpson; liour head crosses

I, ’20850L. Serial lio. 2: lst bn, 3d »n, Hegtl Hg Lo, Hqg Sec _
erod 3 ety Serial Communding Olticer, Lt Lol Foruosy the ele-

penis of thio setiel) were to have the tollowing inorganic trans-
vortation reoyectivoly: 4 — 1 370 W ULrks, 8 ~ 2 1/2 U vtrEKs, 4 =

1 172 T Trka, B8~ 2 1/2 % Urlis;: llour head er¥osses 1By 2YLI00E,
oteas: (1) AL end un o venicles will retuwm ana pick up trs or
13t ana Ba ong. (¥} Service Co venieles with 2a pn will revan _
to snuvtle tro of 1ot znd 3d bLns. (3) Lwo (2) minuie ilme 1nTer-—
val between march wnits. (&) Serial CU's will proviae AA gefense.

“Acjacent unies: Lne Jh%e lnlaniry continued TO auvance 1n
St and Avey prolloved curapy the periot Oy wue 1l4lst inspntry. Lhe
4U9Th Inrentry coni2nusid 10 2uvaANce in ZoNle. '

WeatheDn: ulbys Visioilsty, DOox.

EBiis cepturedl

ulircers knlisiea pen

0] 4 by 2a uvn
2 o' Ly %a .in
rotats 2 | yr |
Utrficexrs : Bnilated'men'

Status end vasusltles
Asgu m1I Erad  wounced Keint Aspa LHIL KIA wounaeu heiny

ket wn 48 24 B - - TSo DY~ = -
2a w»n ol 26 - - - Bus fab - - -
P own 29 23 == - - 154 b6Y2 -~ e -
ol O 4 4 - - - 99 Ys - - -
L vo "l b — - - 151 145 = - -
o) 18 18 - ¥ - >4 129 - - s
Dy i) 14 - - - JZ28 K25 - - -
ey Y ot - - - 114 108 - — -

) - = . e 24908 2¢th = - - =

el 34k,



25 April 1945 oo qrolell Lednentsol

—~ + T T v

On 29 April the d55uh Infantry Regimenfimoéved to‘an‘"SSemE%x
area preparatory to a further move. The 1lst Battallon;*wh ﬁﬁ*ﬁ%?oh
being relieved by elements of the 142dcInfantry 8%~ the- beginﬂ'ngiu__
of the'period, “continued to . occupy positionssin the’ v1qxﬁtty Q.

Landsberg Y3344 until the relief was completed at-6520B+ ‘THe 1424
Infantry had completed the relief of the entire regiment bJ 0700B.
The regiment then moved by shuttling to fan assembly “arda in the .
vicinity of Walkertshofen 11162 It closed 1n the assembly area at
17308, _ o o N

vy

The Regimental Commander issued-theﬁfoilowing instrucfioné-

Operations Instructhnavﬂom.Aly“HqVZSB%h Infantry, Walkerts-
hofen, Germany: 1. ..-63d Inf Div 19'%¥eld¥r atchmt to the
XXI Corps and reverts to 7th Army Res 300001B Apr 45. b. Bad
Inf Div (plus) rels 7th A Security Comd, and assumes comd of area
as soon as practicable. 2. 255%h Inf Q. Loves by mtr to

.assigarea vic HzILBRONN (50861). b. Regt rels 421lst FA Gp in

HuIL3XOWN (50861) area. h I & R Plat will move in adv of lst
serial and post guides at necessary points. 4. Radio silence
will be maintained until released by this hgq. = Incl: Annex Fo. 1:
Illarch table; Route strip Kap. - :

Annex No. 1 to Opns Instns No. 41: March Table: .Sefial J
No. 1l Orgn: 2d En, Cn Co, Regtl Hq Co, Hq Sec Ned Det; Serial
Cco Lt Col Thomson; Organic Veh: 2d Bn - 49; Cn Co - 17;

Regtl Hg Co - 29; Hg Sec Med Det - 21. Inorganic Trk Asgmt:
2d Bn — Twelve - 2 1/2 P Trks; Regtl Hg Co — Four — 2 1/2 1 Trks,
IP and hour lead passes: 300830B. Serial No. 2: Qrgn:

3d Bn, AT Co, Co "C" 363d ld PBn; Serial COQ Capt Boyd;: Organic
Yeh: 3d Bn - 49; AT Co - 21; go g 363d Med Bn - 17; Inor-

ganic Trk Asgmt: 34 Ba ~ Thirteen - 2 1/2 T Trks; I? and hour
lead passes: 50091035. Serial No. 3: Orgn: ilst Bn, 2634
IEngr Bn (-); Serial CO Lt Col Forbes; Organic Veh: 1lst Bn -
49; 263d Engr Bn (-) - 25; Inorganic Trk Asgmt: lst Ba - Tmen—
ty — 2 1/2 T Trks; I? and hour lead pasces: 30093038.

Notes: (1) IP Overlay. Langenneufrach (Y1266). (2) 5 (five) min-
ute time interval between LiU's. (3) 10 (ten) ninute interveal
between serials. - (4) Serial Comdrs will provide AA defense. (5)
Regtl Trans O #ill meet Q1 veh and deliver them to Bns. (6) March

unihe limited to 25 (twenty~five) veh. 5(five) iU per seriazl. (7(
o may be nut up on all except AA veh. (8) 60-yd interval between
veh. (9) Rate of march - 20 MPH. (10) Control of mvmt: Iocation:
Gunzourg Bridge, Arrival Time: 0950, Clearance Time: 1320.  (11)
All veh will be marked, front and rear, with convoy o. C-38, serial

e



Regimental History, 29 Awr 45 (conta)
and march unit as follows: C-38/1/3 is Convoy Ko. C-38, 1lst Serial,
4d Barch Unit.
Route: Thannhausen, <Asd i) ides s W0 Cunzsburg, Niederstolsingcn, Bis-
singen, Heidenheim, Aclen, FEllwuangen, Sch-Hell, Neuenstein, Neun-
dtidts Heilbronn. :

Vicather: fair; visibility, good.

Vis Cuptured: Hone renorted.

& Status and Casualtieg

lio report submitted -
Regiment on move to reserve aresz.



4 | 50 April 1045

Oif 50 Avril 1945 Rhe Z55%h InTantry roved by motor from sn assem—
iy wrea in the vieinity of Walkextshofen YY162 to asgenbly areas
crownd Heilbronn S0861. The lst Battalion wuas in the vicinity of Bad
WrmFen 50370, the 2d Battalion i the vicinity of Ohringen 52768,
cod the 3d Battalion in the vicinity of licilbronn SO861. The regi-
pent o was prevared to relieve the 421st Pield frtillexry Group.

The Regimenlal Commsnd Yeut was estebiished at Fosbuch 50284
' T - 5
Gl STOO0T :

Vieather: Intermitlent ruain zng snoyw; visibility, poor.

Pids Captured: Yone revortiea.

a0 Anril- 45 Status and Casuzlties
Officers ' Enlisted Uen

Asgd Ef KIL ‘Younded Reinf Lsgd Eff KIA Wounded Reint
lst Bn 28 24 - - - 785 739 - B -
2d En 31 26 - - - 796 741 - - &
34 Bn 28 22 - - - 758 618 - & -
Co 4 4 - - - 99 93 - - -
Co 7 6 - - - 151 145 - = &

By Co 18 18 - . - 135 136 . < _ _
Sv Co 15 14 - - - 198 123 - -
Ma: g 9 . - - 118 111 - - -

tels 140 123 - s = 2971 2760 - - e

}
O



