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Division Association
Reunion
August 18 - 21, 2010
By Judy Schaefer

THE AIRFORCE
MUSEUM

The Air Force Museum is located near Dayton,
Ohio, has free admission and parking. A tour of this
museum has been included in the schedule of events for
the August reunion.
During the reunion, members will stay at the
Holiday Inn, located at 2800 Presidential Drive,
Fairborn, Ohio. It is newly remodeled with room
choices of Standard Double, featuring two double
beds; King Leisure, one king sized bed; King Sofa, one
king sized bed and one sofa bed; and Roll Away, limited
- CONTINUED ON PAGE 33
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Edward F. Fowle, Jr.
The IMOK Chapter of the 63rd Infantry
Division Association will host the 62nd annual
reunion at the Holiday Inn in Fairborn, Ohio in
August 2010.
We have hosted eight or ten reunions since 1969
and during the ensuing years we have tried to
provide better results with each effort. During that
time we were fortunate to have picked only one
bad facility for our base of operations. Since that
time we have been very cautious when selecting a
reunion site.
The Holiday Inn in Fairborn is a great facility.
It has been completely refurbished and refinished
this past year and is in tip-top condition. This Inn
has been the site for many Military Reunions and
they have built their operations to meet the many
and varied conditions required in order to host
successful reunions.
The Holiday Inn is located in the heart of the
home of the US Air Force and is between Dayton
and Fairborn, Ohio. Dayton is the home of the
Wright Brothers and is known world wide as the
birth place of Aviation.
All attending will be given the opportunity to
visit the World Famous National Air and Space
Museum and Ohio’s contribution to Flight and
Space. A tour of Dayton is also in the planning.
We are going to have activities on site to
entertain all attending. Once again, the ladies will
be invited to attend a brunch on Saturday morning
while their husbands attend the Men’s Business
meeting.
The history room and hospitality room will be
open throughout the affair and there will be plenty
of room to read about our history and to visit.
There will be snacks and beverages available in
this room when open.
We are also utilizing AFRI again to help us with
all the “nitty-gritty” that must take place in order
to successfully host a great reunion.
Judy Schaefer, one of our Associate members,
has volunteered to do all the organizing and
planning of our activities. She is hard at work
planning the many surprising and fun things for
everyone, young and old.
As president of this great chapter, I promise to
do my best to give you all a great and memorable
reunion.
I ask you all to remember this – it takes all of
- CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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STAMPS FOR VETERANS

Moving?

Tear off all stamps - yes, the cancelled ones from envelopes,
etc. and save them in a bag.
When you have a pouch of postage, mail it to: “Stamps for
Veterans” send to:
SO. ARIZONA VA HEALTH
CARE SYSTEM VETERANS
NATIONAL STAMP & COIN CLUB SC #135
3601 S. 6th Ave., Tuscon, AZ 85723

P

lease let us know six weeks
before you move what your new
address will be. Be sure to supply
us with both your old and new address.
Copies we mail to your old address will
not be delivered by the Post Office and
we must pay 70¢ for each returned
Blood & Fire, and pay $1.36 to mail a
copy to your new address.

62ND REUNION
AUGUST 18 THRU
AUGUST 21, 2010
IN OHIO

Please remember to notify the Editor
when you send out your
“Change of Address” Cards.

Important Change of Address, etc.
Please send ALL CHANGES,
(address, zip, phone, death notice,
new and discontinued membership,
etc.) to:
Donna LaCosse, P.O. Box 86,
Morocco, IN 47963

HELPFUL
TELEPHONE
NUMBERS

Did You
Remember To Pay
Your Dues?

DEPT. OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
VA BENEFITS - 1-800-827-1000
VA LIFE INSURANCE

1-800-829-8477

63rd DIVISION ASSOCIATION DUES FORM
PLEASE PRINT OR USE MAILING LABEL

TO: DONNA LaCOSSE, P. O. BOX 86, MOROCCO, IN 47963
Name

63rd Unit

Street

P.O. Box

City
Wife's Name

State

Zip

Phone ( ________ )

Rank
Serial No.
Date
E-Mail

Annual Dues $15.00 o
$30.00 2 yrs. o
DUE ON OR BEFORE JANUARY 1 EACH YEAR
Tell us about yourself
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HISTORIAN
WILLIAM J. SCOTT - E 254
407 S. Walnut Street
Sycamore, IL 60178
(815) 895-3967
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"HOT SHOTS"
WE NEED YOUR HELP
As you may know, the money collected from the Ads
in the Souvenir/Ad Book is used to help off-set some of
the reunion expenses.
Most of the money defrays the cost of the band, free
beer, soda and entertainment during the reunion.
With prices constantly increasing, we are asking for
your support to help us keep the reunion cost down for
our retired members.
So would you please place an ad in the Souvenir Ad
Book?

1/4 PAGE ................... $25.00
FULL PAGE = $60.00
(4¾" x 7¾")
HALF PAGE = $35.00
(4¾" x 3¾")
1/4 PAGE =
$25.00
(4¾" x 1¾")
1/8 PAGE =
$20.00
(2-3/8" x 1¾")
3 LINE
BOOSTER
$10.00
1/8 PAGE
$20.00

Make check(s) payable to:
62ND REUNION 63rd DIVISION ASS’N.
and mail to:

SPONSOR
NAME
(EACH)
$2.00

Donna LaCosse
Post Office Box 86
Morocco, Indiana 47963

Ad Copy: (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY)

Ad Size:

Name:

Unit Served With:

Address:

Phone:

City:
Authorized By:

- CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

August 18 - August 21

PRINTED BOOK SIZE ( 5-1/2" x 8-1/2")

State:

Zip:

E-Mail:
Signature:
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Date:

you to make it happen and for it to be a success.
I also want to thank all of the men of our Association
who have been willing to be officers down through the
years and to the men who have come forward again this
year to represent all of our members.
All the 63rd men have been dedicated to keep alive
the memory of our fallen comrades and to keep alive
that purposeful spirit that all 63rd men have carried
since the birth of our great 63rd Infantry Division.

From the editor . . .

February. If your fingers won’t work, tell your story to
your wife, daughter, son or grandchildren so they can
write it for you. It won’t hurt a bit and others will be
glad you took the time to do it. Even you will be happier
once it is done.
How do you like the new cover look? I thought we
were due for a change . . . if you are not ready for a new
look, send me a note and tell me. This is your magazine
and your comments are welcome, so let me hear from
you.

A Memo from the Secretary . . .
Donna LaCosse

Donna LaCosse

Once again, all the things I had planned to do this
fall did not happen. As soon as we returned home from
Boston, I was going to make a new dress to wear to our
grandson’s wedding, but I just couldn’t find the time.
At the last “minute” I had to take time rather than find
time to clothe my body. It was either make a new dress
or go nude and I didn’t think people were ready for a
nude Donna!
Finally, a week before the big event, I cut the duster
and the dress out and put the duster together. Then, in
between typing articles for this issue and doing a few
things that had been put off all summer, I tackled the
dress. Two days before the wedding, the dress was done
except for the hem and the armhole facings. The hem
got put in on Friday, but the armholes are still not
finished. Lucky for me, I made the duster first and once
I was dressed, no one knew the armholes were
unfinished.
Then I had computer problems. What did we ever
do without computers? I took Harold shopping so he
could buy me a new computer, and then it wouldn’t do
what I wanted it to do! It is so hard to teach an old dog
new tricks, but I do believe I am smarter than I was, so
all was not lost.
This issue of the Blood and Fire did get ready for the
press even if it is late and maybe I can get the February
issue ready on time.
Be sure you read all the articles printed on these
pages – there is a lot of information, so you may want to
read it more than once. The February issue will have
more reunion information.
I need for you guys to send me your war stories. We
can’t have a Blood and Fire without war stories and I
know some of you are just sitting there in your easy
chair, waiting for the magazine to arrive so you can
read about your buddy and see how he won the war . . .
come on! Get busy with the pen and paper; typewriter
or computer, and send me something to use in

Hello from Indiana! We have had one busy time
since the reunion in August and, I am just thankful to
be alive and upright! I guess this is the time of year for
everyone to be thankful.
The reunion was a great gathering of “guys and
gals” who celebrate as a big family once a year. Boston
was a great place to visit, but I was glad to return home.
Our oldest grandson, Damian works in Boston and it
was nice to see him and his lady love, Beth in their
adopted city. He and Beth joined us for dinner on
Thursday and Saturday evenings; on Tuesday and
Friday evenings, they gave us a thumb-nail tour of
Boston and we enjoyed seafood in two delightful
places. He became a member of this Association during
the reunion.
Damian and Beth came to Indiana and were
married October 10 in her home town of Greenfield.
He and Beth grew up in neighboring towns but did not
meet until they began working in Boston. It truly is a
small world.
Bob Capasso, who was the president of the Boston
reunion, has filled these pages with reunion
information. I hope you enjoy all the words and
pictures, as he really worked hard to host this event.
I need to remind you to pay your dues on or before
January 1, 2010. Annual dues members, as well as life
members, might consider sending a donation along to
me so we can pay our bills. Everything has gone up
except the price of membership, and the bank account
is getting mighty sparse. The Executive Board gave me
permission to remove money from the Certificate of
Deposit when they met in Boston, but I found out when
I returned home, the CD is not due for renewal until
September 2010 and I thought it matured in 2009!!
What a shocker! I am holding off cashing the CD until I
see how the dues and donations come in. Maybe we can
coast by for a few months, but I am not holding my
breath.
Now for some happy news – in July we were
- CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Blood and Fire goes Hi-tech
The Blood and Fire magazine will now be available
for viewing on the Internet. Each new issue will be
available for viewing at the same time mailing
commences. Additional issues for the past two (2) years
have also been posted to the Internet and can be
viewed.
To access the Blood and Fire, first go to the 63rd
Infantry Division web site at www.63rdinfdiv.com and
click on the statement “Blood and Fire Issues”.
Individuals wishing to receive their Blood and Fire
Publication electronically should provide their email
address to Donna LaCosse. They will then be notified

when the new issue is available for viewing. By electing
to view the Blood and Fire on the Internet they will be
saving the Association $xx.xx in mailing costs.
Viewing the Blood and Fire electronically does not
take the place of the 63rd Infantry Division Internet
Newsletter that is transmitted periodically by the
Webmaster. The Internet Newsletter will still be
available.
If any problems are encountered while trying to
view the Blood and Fire on the Internet, contact the
Webmaster, Fred Clinton at joyclint@comcast.net or
by phone at 703-751-7548.

Changes to our regular web site notice
Visit the 63rd Infantry Division Web site at
htt://www.63rdinfdiv.com to find a detailed history of
the 63rd Infantry Division. Included in the over 580
pages of the web site is a listing of unit awards,
descriptions of battles, a listing of battle and non-battle
deaths, a description and view of all 63rd Infantry
Division memorials and many other items of interest.
There are also over 2800 pictures of 63rd Infantry
Division soldiers in training, combat and on occupation
duty.
You will also find a list of memorabilia items for sale,
information about reunions and inquiries from
members and relatives searching for information
about members and buddies. There is also an
alphabetical listing, by unit, of active 63rd Infantry
Division Association members, a listing of related web
sites and other information of interest to veterans.
Webmaster, Fred Clinton (D 254th Inf.) is seeking
photos and memorabilia images to be added to the web
site.
Send photos by email to joyclint@comcast.net or by
regular mail to Fred Clinton, 102 S. Jenkins Street,
Alexandria, VA 22304. Fred’s phone number is 703-

RECEIVED TWO COPIES?

751-7548. All items will be returned when processing
has been completed.

Secretary memo ...
- CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

presented with our second great-granddaughter. Her
name is Briley Alexis and is almost four months
younger than our first great-granddaighter, Miley
Marie. With four older great-grandsons, our family is
growing quickly, with three more babies due before
February!
Ed Fowle, his daughter Judy Schafer and their
committee are fast finalizing plans for the Ohio reunion
in August, 2010. Hopefully those who could not travel
to Boston, will find it easier to attend the Ohio event.
We hope to see you there, so begin making plans to
attend. You will receive more information in February.
Enjoy your winter, have a Happy Turkey Day and a
very Merry Christmas.

EXECUTIVE BOARD
All members whose term ended 2009, will stay on
the board with their term ending in 2012.

Howard VanSchoor’s Unit is incorrect in the Blood
If you received two copies of this issue of the Blood and Fire. He should be in SIG 563.
and Fire, please notify the editor as soon as possible.
You don’t need two copies and we don’t need the added
The 2010 National Reunion will take place in Ohio –
expense.
a hop, skip and jump from Dayton. The place to gather
Thank you so much.
is the Holiday Inn in Fairborn. Date of the reunion is
Donna LaCosse August 18 - 21.

November 2009
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Celebration of Life

In Memoriam

The following deaths were reported after the May
2009 issue of the Blood & Fire was printed. Please notify
the secretary when you hear of the death of a person from
the 63rd.
Angelo Christopher, D 254, died October 21, 2009.
His daughter, Maureen Christopher, lives at 27 West
Las Vegas St., Colorado Springs, CO 80903.
Robert W. Clayton, C 2355, died July 30, 2009. No
further information available.
Vincent Fealy, B 253. No date of death given.
Curtis G. Grant, L 253, died April 18, 2009. His
widow lives with her son, Dennis G. Soden at 9124 E.
10th St., Apr. 3, Indianapolis, IN 46229.
Michael Grib, B 255, died October 6, 2009. His
widow, Olga, lives at 94 Alfred St., Clifton, NJ 07013.
Howard J. Loucks, D 254, died September 22, 2009.
His wife, Gertrude, died in 2007.
Frank Magyer, MED 363, died June 22, 2009. His
widow, Gloria, lives at 78 Longview Dr., Emerson, NJ
07630.
Robert Ronk, FA 718, died September 1, 2009. His
widow, Betty Jo, lives at 2419 Main Ave. W., Massillon,
OH 44647.
Alexander Strecker, K 255, died July 2, 2008. No
further information available.
Richard Wanamaker, K 254, died October 3, 2009.
His widow, Juanita, lives at 7701 Cella Dr., Cincinnati,
OH 45235.
DEATH OF SPOUSE
Mrs. Frank Duva, died January 1, 2003. Frank lives
at PO Box 7632, Sarasota, FL 34278-7632.
Gloria Edmondson, wife of Hartwell H.
Edmondson, M 254, died in 2008. Hartwell lives at 6 N.
327 Corron Road, St. Charles, IL 60175.
Nina Metzer, wife of Otto Metzer, C 254, died
November 22, 2008. Otto lives at 496 County Road 360,
Meduso, NY 12120.

Fireball . . .

Leo J. Grzych
Leo J. Grzych, D 363 Medical Battalion, died April
1, 2009 at his home in
Schererville, Indiana. He
was 84 years old.
Leo was the founder and
president of Leon’s
Fabrication Inc., and was an
accomplished golfer. He was
a man of many talents and
enjoyed life to its fullest by
hunting, fishing, bowling,
drawing and photography.
He could also be found in his
shop tinkering on projects or working on his next
invention. His greatest love and ability was to talk to
anyone, anywhere, anytime, and to tell a colorful story.
Survivors include his wife, Dorothy; five children,
Larry and Joyce Grzych, Christine Pokropinski, Lynn
and Toni Grzych, Cynthia and Jay Van Volkenburg,
Timothy and Karen Grzych; 12 grandchildren; many
great-grandchildren and three sisters.

Paul B. Taylor
Paul B. Taylor, B 255, died March 7, 2009 at his
home in Tewksbury, MA. He was 87 years old.
He was the recipient of the Purple Heart and two
Bronze Stars.
Survivors include his wife, Nancy; one daughter,
Judy Taylor; two sons, Scott Taylor and Joseph Taylor;
grandson Scott Taylor Jr.; great-grandson, Cash
Taylor; sister, Barbara Peterson; family members Leo,
Susan and Mark Garvey; Army buddies, Chris Makas
of Michigan, Ray Miserendino of New York, James
Keeney of Kansas and Michael Grib of New Jersey.

- CONTINUED FROM PAGE 40

acted as referees and did a poor job. The games were
rough and we finally lost. The bars were busy and
parties went on the till the wee hours.
We slept in the vacant dining hall and outside since
it was so mild. Sunday meant more inspectors from the
Division and the Pentagon. We learned that only a few
companies had been alerted and all had problems

much like ours.
After lunch we started back to beat the weekend
traffic, turned in our equipment, dismissed the troops
and went home.
I never heard anything more about Fireball or a new
refugee evacuation plan.
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Best behavior . . .
- CONTINUED FROM PAGE 39

puzzled us and we were shocked to see our host put
fingers in his bowl! They were fingerbowls!
Our host was the local vicar who confused us trying
to explain High Church, Low Church, Kirk, etc. My
buddy from Tennessee could quote pages of the Bible
and made quite an impression. Tony, our moustached
Mexican-American from California fascinated the ten
year twin boys of our host by throwing knives into a
bulls eye time after time. The grown-up daughter also
fascinated us and she knew it. her mother wanted the
Bible-souting Tennessean to come back next week. The
rest of us were belatedly invited, also.
We were taken on a tour of the church, the
graveyard and the vicar’s dovecote. And then an
argument broke out over the merits of cold beer versus
the British warm beer. Peace was re-established over
some homemade berry (elder?) wine.
Back at the barracks we were pretty sure Tennessee
had a date with the vicar’s daughter, but he wouldn’t
say. The next night we found out she had dated Tony!
You never know what a woman will do!

washed off the cans.
While we were on patrol we had an emergency. The
supply truck with our MREs had broken down. I
recalled that a packer of your box had written about
cooking on his jeep engine in WW II. So we tried it on
our Humvee using the pancake mix you sent. It took a
while to get the hang of it and now the Humvee smells of
burnt pancakes. Please send more for the next
emergency.
The deflated soccer balls with a pump are a big hit.
The kids play barefoot. Send some more.
The dog treats that you sent were mostly cat treats
but the dogs ate them anyway. We are wondering when
they will start saying, “Meow.”
Please send laundry soap. We found that our village
washer women do their washing a hundred feet
downstream from the village sewage area.
I was flying to Chicago in tourist class on a big jet to
get a place for Afghanistan. It was my first leave to see
my folks. A man insisted I change seats with him and
move to First Class. We were applauded by the other
passengers as I moved up. I was asked about my folks
and what I wanted to do after my military service was
finished. At O’Hare Airport, while waiting two hours
for the next plane, they took me to a fancy restaurant. It
was the high point of my leave. People were so
wonderful.
Thanks for the flute. A villager has copied it in wood
and we may have a village orchestra some day.

Bits from
overseas letters Fireball . . .
By Harold “Hal” O’Neill, SIG 563

After sending books, and other items to the troops
overseas, the following letters were received by VFW
Post in Patrchogue, New York:
A recent letter told us the potato chips in the
cardboard tubes had arrived as on inch of powder in
the bottom of the tube. They sprinkled it on meat and
salads. How did the post do that? The best guess is that
the box was next to a running engine for hours and the
vibration made the chips into powder.
The cartoon movies of Tom and Jerry, Tweety Bird
and Roadrunner were a big hit even if the children
could not understand English. We took the cartoons
from village to village and now the kids yell, “More
pussycats” when we drive in.
When we returned from patrol, we found a pile of
boxes that were all soaking wet. Your box was the only
one with a readable address, so you get this letter. We
threw out everything but the pile of canned goods. Each
time we open a can, it is an adventure. All the labels

- CONTINUED FROM PAGE 38

came every year. There were few children. The staff
included college kids as waiters and waitresses.
The field mess truck broke down somewhere and I
asked the manager if he could feed us. “No problem, we
serve eight thousand meals each day. The guests were
delighted with the Army visiting us this weekend. It is
something different from the Broadway entertainers
we have each weekend.”
Some of us ate with older couples that wanted to talk
about WWII or what we did in the military. They also
explained the kosher food items. Some soldiers were on
the lake with off duty waitresses.
A Colonel from the Pentagon wanted to know where
our anti-aircraft guns were located? Signal does not
have any, was the reply. I put a sign on the highest part
of the golf course “Anti-Aircraft Gun” to keep him
happy. The golfers played through the gun.
Saturday evening we put together a basketball team
to play the waiters. The big hotels played against other
hotels – such as Grossingers and the Pines. Guests
- CONTINUED ON PAGE 41
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Members who attended the
Boston Reunion in August 2009
Vernon and Donnis Altberg, C 253, 289 W. Jamison
Cir. #5, Littleton, CO 80120.
Altberg’s guests: Michael and Virginia Altberg
Ralph and Betty Altman, K 255, 555 Demmier Dr.,
Pittsburgh, PA 15237.
Altman’s guest: Jerry Pottmeyer
Mario and Gloria Antoci, E 253, 55 Everette Road,
Carmel, NY 10612.
Antoci’s guests: James, Joan and Thomas Colombo
– Linda and John Lloyd
Martin and Jo Beer, L 253, 2801 Friendship St.,
Iowa City, IA 52245.
B e e r ’s d a u g h t e r : C o n n i e K i n n e y ; B e e r
granddaughters, Sarah and Jessica Kinney.
William Byrnes, I 254, 9645 Kedvale Ave., Oak
Lawn, IL 60453.
Byrne’s daughter: Mary Fran Collier.
Bob and Jean Capasso, I&R 254, 145 Nichols St.,
Norwood, MA 02062.
Tom and Jean Chatham, 63 QM, 74 Darby Cay,
Vero Beach, FL 32966.
Delbert Conway, F 253, 886 Min. St., Apt. 510, E.
Hartford, CT 06108.
Conroy’s daughter: Colleen Toscano.
Fred and Audrey Consolmagno, M 254, 210
Blisswood Village Dr., Ludlow, MA 01056.
Alfred M. Diaz, USAR, 1254 Camino del Sur, San
Dimas, CA 91773.
John Downs, F 254, PO Box 254, Gilmanton, NH
03237.
Down’s daughters: Betty Flueckiger and Mary
Ellen Holderbaum.
John and Ruth Erhardt, M 254, 8248 Sunfish Lane,
Maineville, OH 45039.
Kenneth and Bonnie Erickson, AT 255, 35373 Creek
Rd., Wallace, NE 69169.
Erickson’s guests: Mary Jo Hagge and Jill Baker.
Edward and Donna Fowle, Hq 862, 332 Dayton
Ave., Springfield, OH 45506.
Fowle’s daughter: Judy Schaefer.
Joseph and Florine Fretias, B 254, 24 Baldwin St.,
North Easton, MA 02356.
Karin Froberg-Marzano, Associate, 180 Welsh
Lane, Grandville, OH 43023.
Gale Hammond, FA 863, 4171 Marquis Way, Salt

Lake City, UH 84124.
Mike and Jane Jugan, I 253, 1551 Franklin Dr.,
Pottstown, PA 19465.
Jugan’s guests: Ken and Kathy Batdorf.
Michael Karaffa, H 254, 24 Crystol Dr., Stoneham,
MA 02180.
Ernest and Mary Klimek, D 255, 14060 Henry Ruff,
Livonia, MI 48154.
Klimek’s guests: Pamela, Allison and Kathryn
Tomassini.
Al Klingler, B 254, 26609 Leslie Dr., Eucllid, OH
44132.
James Kontouios, Hq 255, 3 Eleanor Rd., Salem,
MA 01970.
Walter Krul, K 255, 23 Hillside Dr., New York Mills,
NY 13417.
Krul’s guests: Walter Jr., Beverly Voss and Rose
Anne Szwedo.
Archie and Ruth Kumasaka, FA 863, 2202 Windows
Dr., Princeton, NJ 08540.
Harold and Donna LaCosse, F 254, PO Box 86,
Morocco, IN 47963.
LaCosse guests: Damian Iseminger and Beth Flood.
Mark Lindemann, Associate, 14513 South Shore
Dr., Valders, WI 54245.
Vincent Liquoi, I 153, 3029 Via Conquistadores,
Navarre, FL 32566.
Otto Metzger, B 254, 496 County Rt. 360, Mendusa,
NY 12120.
David and Betty Montgomery, E 255, 114 E.
Buckthorn Rd., Derby, KS 67037.
Montgomery’s guests: Jennie and Jim Montgomery
and Daniel Sdhmidt.
Edgar Moutoux, G 253, 5005 E. 82nd St., Apt. 4G,
New York, NY 10028.
Louise Mulcahy, Associate, 22 Allston St., Medford,
MA 02155.
Mulcahy’s daughter: Patricia Palumbo.
William Neuner, I 254, 134 West 13th St., Deer Park,
NY 11729.
Neuner’s guest: Lucille Reisen.
June Nicolson, Associate, 4004 Manhattan Cir.,
Sacramento, CA 95823.
- CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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OUR HISTORY: THEN AND NOW
by Bill Scott, 20-Sep-2009
e-mail: wjs631@comcast.net
I’m sorry that I did not get to see many of you at the
Boston reunion. Most of the problem was a scheduled
operation for my wife during the August period that
conflicted with the reunion time. Our main physician
then set that operation for a later time to be set this fall.
Travel was not likely to be easy at all for my wife, so no
trips were planned.
Karin Froberg-Marzano stepped in to do the
reunion duties for me. She was to drive to Boston with a
stop at Carlisle, PA, to deliver some more morning
reports for us to the US Army Heritage and Education
Center, but that did not happen after her business
schedule did not leave any time for that drive and stop.
The packing of the morning reports did not happen as a
result.
We each drove many miles so that as many history
items as practical could go with her to Boston on her
flight. That left her with a small inventory for sale
there. Most of it is back here now. The new HP laptop
computer, bought with money in the History Fund,
went with her so she could show some things that could
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H.M.T. Samaria
by Harold O’Neill, 83rd Signal

not be printed yet for viewing at the reunion. It is now
in her hands for a while. My personal computer which
is like the 63rd one with the Windows 98 had to be
replaced at my expense after the hard dive got
damaged from its years of heavy use. It is now
connected to the Internet in another room, with no
connection to the 63rd desktop PC,
Most of my time for the 63rd is spent sorting 63rd
morning reports, answering new questions over the
Internet and phone, editing rosters and the address file,
along with filling orders after telling people what is
most important. The main source of customers for
history items is now the descendants of 63rd men. It has
been difficult for many men to talk about the combat
months, so now the contacts are mostly from the new
generations.
I am trying to control the inventory of items, but
some items need to be kept in stock big enough for all
the kinds of orders. The record for orders and the
checking goes back to mid 1993, when a checking
account was needed to control the money flow.

Reunion proposal: Nebraska for 2011
Bonnie and Kenneth Erickson have done a lot of
“leg work” for the good of the Association, and are
proposing North Platte, Nebraska be considered a
reunion site for 2011.
Bonnie presented this proposal at both the
Executive Council and the Men’s Business meetings
held at the Boston reunion.
One other proposal, presented by Archie
Kumasaka, suggested the reunion be held in historical
New Jersey.
After a show of hands, members indicated they
favored Nebraska over New Jersey, however, this
proposal needs to come before the members during the
2010 reunion before a definite site can be determined.
Both Erickson and Kumasaka were asked to submit
their proposals for publication in the November issue
of the Blood and Fire. Erickson submitted her plan;
Kumasaka did not. Perhaps he will have more
information later and can have his proposal published
in the February issue of this magazine.
Now is when reality sets in! Hotels need to know “for
sure” when a group is coming for a three or four day
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stay and they need to know at least a year in advance.
This Association needs to allow Erickson time to
register their name on this hotel so we can be assured a
place to sleep when August 2011 arrives.
Since the show of hands in Boston favored Nebraska
as the site of the 2011 reunion, the new President,
Edward Fowle, is giving Erickson permission to
complete the paper-work for hosting the 2011 reunion
in Nebraska.
Dates for the reunion will be Wednesday, August 10,
2011 until Saturday, August 13. The hotel chosen is
Motel Quality Inn and Suites at North Platte,
Nebraska, located at I-80 and Highway 83.
The Ericksons have submitted a suggestion of tours
and other activities which will be featured in another
issue of the Blood and Fire.
Too much information at this time could be
confusing when plans for the 2010 reunion are also
being featured in this issue of the magazine.
Please remember – 2010 in Fairborn, Ohio; 2011 in
North Platte, Nebraska.

H.M.T. stands for His Majesty’s Transport and the
Samaria took a large portion of the 83rd Division to
England. We left Camp Shanks and boarded the ship at
night in New York Harbor. My buddies and I climbed
down rope nets into an open cargo hole to the room
assigned several decks down. The room was bare with
iron hooks in the ceiling. We thought they were used to
hang meat, but soon learned they were for hanging
hammocks. There were more men than hammocks, so
those without slept on a very thin, dirty, gym pad or the
floor. The hammocks were so close that hips touched
and you had a pair of feet on either side of your head.
When someone in a hammock became seasick, it made
life interesting for those sleeping on the floor. Even
going to the latrine required walking bent over to avoid
hammocks as well as those on the floor. Some returning
from the latrine could not find their hammock again or
found someone else sleeping in it.
Food was issued twice a day to an assigned waiter
from a mess group of ten men. We ate British rations
since it was a British ship. Breakfast was usually
kippered herring, bread, boiled potatoes and a basin of
tea. You dipped your mess cup into the tea basin that
was without milk, sugar or lemon. The dried kippers
looked like they were leftover rations from Noah’s Ark.
Supper was usually bully beef, bread and pea soup or
boiled potatoes plus the usual basin of tea. Some mess
groups had tables and benches bolted to the floor and
others just sat on the floor. Our mess gear was washed
in cold, salt water. In time, interesting greenish mold or
corrosion covered the mess gear. It must have been
penicillin since we did not get sick from it.
During the first few days a few dozen men stayed on
deck in order to more easily abandon ship after we were
torpedoed. They watched the sea for periscopes and
swore a submarine was trailing us. It made little sense,
since the pick-up ship was miles away and the cold
water killed quickly. At first we went on deck for air
(bitter cold) and to watch the rest of the convoy – ships
in all directions right to the horizon. We wore life
jackets with a small battery operated red light clipped
to it. There were endless card games that had some of us
down 10,000 points in gin rummy or owing thousands
of dollars in poker debts. Others wrote letters, read
books, sang, argued or stared at the sea. One night we
could see a ship burning a few miles away.
Occasionally, a body wearing a life jacket floated past
to remind us of how quickly the sea could kill.
As the lower decks began to smell more and more of

vomit, I began to sleep on the open deck despite the
cold. I found a pom-pom gun shell catcher near the
stern that was deep enough to prevent my rolling out.
By day it was used for the seasick emptying themselves
because it was directly above the water and downwind.
While getting breakfast for our mess group, I
learned that volunteers were needed to assist the crew.
The British crew were mostly old men and teenage
boys. The big attraction for me was the crew ate three
times a day. It gave me something to do and I began to
decide British accents and slang. I also began to figure
out British money. We moved stores, retired tarps and
did other simple tasks. The high spot of the day for the
British crew was the daily ration of grog. It was one
part rum to three parts water served from a brass
bound cask marked, “God Save the King.” Some of the
crewmen saved the grog for several days and then got
drunk.
When the ship finally reached Liverpool over two
weeks after leaving New York City, several G.I.’s were
assigned to operate the steam winches. Four winches
were synchronized by hand signals to lift vehicles from
the hold and then lower them to the dock. A few trucks
were dropped and one burst its tires, but we enjoyed it!
Some of us felt the Samaria had probably taken
British troops to the Crimean War; others claimed it
had been converted to steam after delivering British
troops during the American Revolution. We were not
unhappy to see the last of H.M.T. – His Majesty’s Tub –
Samaria.

Best behavior
by Harold O’Neill, 83rd Signal

Four of us were to be Sunday dinner guests of an
English family under a program arranged by a local
Church. We were briefed on taboo subjects – the
American Revolution, the King and Queen, unpaid
World War I debts, driving on the wrong side of the
road, don’t say “bum” it has another meaning in
England (backside) and above all do not ask for
seconds at dinner. The meal probably represents the
family meat ration for a week.
Dinner consisted of boiled mutton with boiled
potatoes highly seasoned with a pinch of salt. We had
brought gifts of coffee, sugar, marmalade and
cigarettes. The thin cold soup in small silver bowls
- CONTINUED ON PAGE 40
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Boston reunion Executive Council meeting
The 61st Executive Council meeting took place in
Boston on Saturday, August 15, 2009 at 9 a.m. Present
were Robert Capasso, Joe Freitas, Donna LaCosse,
Karin Froberg-Marzano, Bill Byrnes, Alfred Diaz,
David Montgomery, Archie Kumasaka, Howard Van
Schoor, Vern Altberg, Kenneth Erickson, Tom
Chatham, Edgar Moutoux, Sam Spangler, and Gale
Hammond. Harold LaCosse was also present as were
several of the wives.
President Capasso presided over the business
meeting and gave a brief summary of the planning of
the 2009 reunion.
The minutes of the 2008 meeting were read and
approved after one correction was made in the slate of
officers. Robert Capasso was the reunion treasurer, not
the Association Treasurer. Al Diaz made the motion to
accept the report; Howard Van Schoor seconded the
motion and it carried.
Karin Froberg-Marzano, Assistant Historian, gave
the Historian’s report in the absence of Bill Scott. The
report was accepted as presented.
The treasurer’s report was given after which Al
Diaz made a motion the report be filed for audit. Edgar
Moutoux seconded the motion and it carried.
A discussion ensued concerning the cost of the 2008
reunion over and above what the Armed Forces
Reunion Planners needed. It was determined that the
number of members planning to attend the reunion not
be given to the “vendors” until closer to the time of the
event. This would prevent paying for rooms, dinners,
tours, etc. for those who had to cancel the reunion after
making reservations.
Also discussed was the ownership of the flags and
what should (could) be done with them if and when the
association no longer exists. The issue was tabled until a
later date.
LaCosse asked Council Members for permission to
remove $10,000 from the Certificate of Deposit, place
that sum in the checking account so she would have
operating funds. Al Diaz made the motion she
withdraw up to $10,000 for use in the checking
account; Archie Kumasaka seconded the motion and it
carried.
Al Diaz also made a motion the date of maturity for
the Certificate of Deposit be changed to May instead of
September. Martin Beer seconded the motion and it
carried.
The Blood and Fire report was accepted via a
motion from Al Diaz and seconded by Ed Fowle.

Ed Fowle, president for the 2010 reunion presented
his slate of officers as John Dietrick, first vice
president; John “Jack” Linscott, second vice president;
Donna LaCosse, Association secretary and treasurer.
Fowle reported the 2010 reunion would be held in
Fairborn, Ohio August 28-31. He said the registration
and reunion information would be in the February
issue of the Blood and Fire. The final vote to hold the
next reunion in Fairborn will take place at the business
meeting.
Bonnie Erickson presented a proposal to hold the
2011 reunion in North Platte, Nebraska and Archie
Kumasaka proposed the reunion be held in central New
Jersey. These two proposals will be brought before the
Business Meeting for a vote by all the members present.
Council members asked the same appointed officers
to fill another term of office, if accepted by the general
membership during the business meeting. Those
officers include Bill Scott, historian; Karin FrobergMarzano, assistant historian; Fred Clinton,
webmaster, Mike Thomson, assistant webmaster and
Donna LaCosse, editor of the Blood and Fire.
It was noted that each report presented at the
Executive Council meeting would be posted in full
detail in the November issue of the Blood and Fire.
With no other business to come before the council, a
motion was made by Al Diaz to adjourn the meeting.
Seconded by Martin Beer and carried.
Donna LaCosse, secretary-treasurer

Fireball . . .

- CONTINUED FROM PAGE 37

vehicles were in Garden City on Long Island. The men
lived and worked in and around New York City.
Our assigned area was the Swan Lake Hotel in the
Catskill Mountains. We were to put sick and injured
refugees in the hotel; feed all refugees and put them on
buses to take them west and north.
At nine on Saturday morning we had seventy men
present; six officers and one hundred fifty men. Another
twenty were lost and would straggle in later.
The hotel had over a thousand rooms that over
looked a small lake with rowboats and canoes. A hill in
back had an 18-hole golf course, many tennis courts and
walking trails. The hotel had several bars, dance halls,
dining rooms and in the basement, several shops – gift,
beauty, antiques, sports, etc. The hotel was full of
honeymoon couples. Some were just married, but most
were observing honeymoon anniversaries and some
- CONTINUED ON PAGE 40
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7
PARTIAL data compiled so far by 63rd Historians and helpers from AVAILABLE records

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------COMPUTER DATA PRINTOUTS AND COPIES-------------------------------------------------------------------------

PLEASE PRINT!
UNIT #1 UNIT #2
COST/EACH
1943-45 Unit Roster of Men (W/rank, serial no.,
Company, Battery, HQ?
dates, medals, casualties, deaths, etc.)............................................................................................. __________ __________ $4 ea._____
Today's Unit Address-Phone list (for members only)................................................................................ __________ __________ $2 ea._____
1945 Unit Medals List (w/WWII home towns) ............................................................................................................................................$2 ea.___
1944-1945 Unit Itineraries (in Bn. group)....................................................................................................................................................$3 ea.___
Alphabetical List of CAMP BLANDING CADRE MEN with data.............................................................................................................$5 ea.___
Today's Address & Phone List of CAMP BLANDING CADRE MEN (for members only) .........................................................................$2 ea.___
Today's Address & Phone List by State.(for members only)........................................................................State #1______State #2 _____ $2 ea.___
1,030 Killed in Action, Died of Wound. & Non-Battle Death ....................................ALPHA.....................................................................$5 ea.___
KIA, DOW, NBD. with all known men shown and sorted by--------------------------------------------ALL UNITS....................................... $5 ea. ___
KIA. DOW, NBD, best viewpoint ....................................................Sorted by' DATE, organization, unit .................................................. $5 ea.___
Casualty Summary compiled to date for ALL units with 8 categories...........................................................................................................$3 ea. ___
2007 Alpha list #35 with data on casualties, deaths. units, serial numbers, cadre, 70,258 names................................................................. $74 ea.___
-------------------------------------------------------------------------MAP COPIES--------------------------------------------------------------------------------11" x 17" 1:1,000.000 map of entire area of 63rd combat WITHOUT trail of 63rd units. ............................................................................$1 ea.____
1:200,000 1939 map of ALSACE. Lorraine, & SAAR areas thru Siegfried Line area.................................................................................$5 ea.____
1:50,000 map of COLMAR Pocket & Vosges Mtn. area in France for 254th guys ........................................................................................$5 ea.___
1:20,000 map of SW 1/4 of COLMAR map area w/Kaysersberg. etc. for 254th guys ...................................................... ............................$5 ea.___
Three 1:25,000 maps from S. of Sarreguemines to Saarbrucken w/great detail ..........................................................................................$13 set___
Two 1:25,000 maps of the 63rd's SIEGFRIED LINE area w/forts, from 1/45 aerial photos w/legends........................................................$13 set___
1:25,000 BLIESKASTEL map that shows Kirkel. Wurzbach, & Biesingen ........................................................................... .....................$5 ea.___
1:100,000 KAISERSLAUTERN map that shows Homburg. Langmeil & Grunstadt...................................................................................$5 ea.___
1:100,000 KARLSRUHE map that shows Bad Wimpfen, Heilbronn & Stuttgart.........................................................................................$5 ea.___
1:100,000 ELLWANGEN map from Waldenburg & Schwabisch Hall to Oberbobingen..............................................................................$5 ea.___
1:25,000 MOGGLINGEN map shows from Obergroningen to Oberbobingen............................................................................................$5 ea. ___
8.5" x 14" 1:250,000 map shows from Mannheim to Rothenberg and Heilbronn .........................................................................................$1 ea.___
---------------------------------------------------------------------------HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS----------------------------------------------------------2nd Bn.-253 4-12 April 1945 events, rosters & Pres. Unit Citation award ..................................................................................................$14 ea.___
Regimental histories for January-May 1945 in binders. copied from monthly combat reports:
253rd ___, 254th ___,
255th ____:.........................................................$13 ea.___
General Order Copies for awards t individuals, such as badges and medals ......................................................................................NEW $2 ea. ___
Reprint of 135-page 1986 softcover book. "With the 63rd Infantry Div. in WWII"
by Col. James E. Hatcher of 254th and 255th.....................................................$20 ea.___
Unbound Xerographic copy of 1945 history & index for "The Trail of 254 Thru Blood & Fire"
by Harris Peel, Vernon Kile, Algernon Keith & John Sontag................................$7 ea.___
Unbound inkjet color copy of 1945 "Victory in Europe" booklet..................................................................................................................$5 ea. ___
1943-45 combat history of 263rd Engineer Combat Bn. by Bill Snyder in binder....................................................................................... $65 ea.___
Jan-Apr 45 Combat Unit Journals of Hq 1st Bn-254 by date, hour, minute in binder.................................................................................. $10 ea.___
Ray Restani's Report of A-254 Attack at Eschringen, Germany, 15-Mar-45 in binder.. ................................................................................$8 ea.___
Short 1943-45 History of Hq 1st Bn-255 with "after action report" in binder................................................................................................$8 ea.___
Unbound Germany's Siegfried Line history, details, drawings, & photos.....................................................................................................$5 ea.___
Unbound History 7th U.S. Army, 15-Dec-44 to 25-Jan-45, "The Other Bulge"............................................................................................$4 ea.___
Unbound 1944 "I am a Doughboy" booklet on inf. co. & plt. equipment, weapons, & training .....................................................................$4 ea.___
------------------------------------------------------------------------------PATCHES, can be ironed on or sewn on caps, jackets, etc.-------------------------(A) 3.5" x 2.3" 63rd Infantry Division for uniform .......................................................................................................................................$4 ea.___
(B) 2.5" x 1.45" 63rd Infantry Div. with "BLOOD & FIRE" below...............................................................................................................$3 ea.___
(C) 2.66" x 2.35" 63rd w/"BLOOD & FIRE" and "63rd INFANTRY DIV." below ......................................................................................$4 ea. ___
(D) 2.25" high x 3.5" wide US flag ................................................................................................................................................................ $3 ea.___
(E) 2.5" high x 3.5" wide 63rd Division Siegfried Line sign patch................................................................................................................$5 ea.___
(F) 3.5" high x 3.5" wide 253rd Infantry Regiment w/motto "QUINTA ESSENTIA" (The Quintessence)...................................................$5 ea.___
(G) 3.6" high x 3.4" wide 254th Infantry Regiment w/motto "DEATH BEFORE DEFEAT"........................................................................$5 ea.___
(H) 3.5" high x 3.0" wide 255th Infantry Regiment with motto "COR FERREUM" (Heart of Steel) ............................................................$5 ea.___
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---------------------------------------------------------------------1.2" CREST PINS w/2 clutch pins-------------------------------------------------------------253rd Infantry Regiment with motto.. "QUINTA ESSENTIA" (The Quintessence).....................................................................................Not avail.
254th Infantry Regiment with motto.."DEATH BEFORE DEFEAT"..........................................................................................................$5 ea.___
255th Infantry Regiment with motto. ."COR FERREUM" (Heart of Steel)..................................................................................................$5 ea.___
Colored pin description w/honors & 63rd Div. emblems..............................................253rd ___ ,
254th ___, 255th___
$1 ea.___
--------------------------------------------------------------------HAT PINS & BOLA TIES-----------------------------------------------------------------------63rd Inf. Div. Patch pin ______ Combat Infantryman Badge pin ______ Combat Medic Badge pin ______ ........................................$4 ea. ___
Ranger Badge pin___,
Silver Star Medal pin ___,
Bronze Star Medal pin ___...................................................................$4 ea.___
Purple Heart Medal pin___,
Presidential Unit Citation Badge pin ___, Infantry pin___ ..............................................................$4 ea.___
MP pin ___, POW Medal pin ___, Field Artillery pin ___, Corps of Engineers pin ____ .................................................................$4 ea. ___
Quartermaster pin___, Signal Corps pin ___, Ruptured Duck pin ___, 7th Army Patch pin___ .....................................................$4 ea. ___
Europe Africa Middle East pin ___,
WWII Victory Medal pin___, Army of Occupation pin ___ .....................................................$4 ea.___
Full Size Expert Infantry Badge ___,
Full Size Presidential Unit Citation Badge ___ .......................................................................$5 ea. ___
63rd Inf. Div. deluxe bola tie with black cord___, gold cord ___ ..................................................................................................... $10 ea. ___
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------UNIT & ORGANIZATION AWARDS COPIES--------------------------------Presidential Unit Citations copy: 2nd Bn.-253rd ___, 1st Bn.-254th ___, 3rd Bn.-254th ___ .........................................................$2 ea. ___
Pres. Unit Citation narrative for 3rd Bn. and Co. A & B-253rd Inf ................................................................................................................$1 ea. ___
French Croix deGuerre w/Palm for 254th Inf:.........................8.5" x 11" $5 ea. ___
____
---------------------------------------------------------------------- COMPACT DISKS FOR MICROSOFT WINDOWS SYSTEMS----------------------95 of 1943-45 Blood & Fire issues ___, 63rd Div. General Orders for medals, etc. ___,......................................................................... $10 ea. ___
853 page updated "Chronicles" history book w/photos, rosters, alpha list..................................................................................................$15 ea. ___
Histories w/photos, rosters, & other info: 253rd ___, 254th ___ ............................................................................................................$12 ea. ___
255th ___, All Artillery ___, 263rd Engineer & 363 Medical Bns. ___ .............................................................................................. $12 ea.___
Special Troops: HQ&HQ Co., Band, MP, QM. Recon, Signal, Ordnance ___ ...........................................................................................$12 ea. ___
Combat Months Unit Morning Reports 12/44 - 5/45: 253rd ___, 254th ___, 255th ___, ....................................................................$10 ea. ___
Artillery ___, 263rd Engineer & 363 Medical Bns. ___......................................................................................................................... $10 ea. ___
Special Troops: HQ&HQ Co., Band, MP, QM, Recon, Signal, Ordnance ___ ...........................................................................................$10 ea. ___
63rd Pictorial history w/1,000+ stateside, combat & occupation scenes................................................................................................... $12 ea. ___
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------CAPS--------------------------------------------------------------------Bright white cap and bill, with adjustable white rear net for spring, summer or fall........................................................ NEW ..................$10 ea. ___
Light blue cap and bill, with adjustable blue rear net for spring, summer or fall..........................................................................................$10 ea. ___
Light blue cap and bill, with solid light blue adjustable rear for fall or winter..............................................................................................$10 ea. ___
The new 63rd patch emblem has "BLOOD & FIRE" and "63rd INFANTRY DIV," like the "C" patch on the other page.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------CHALLENGE COINS-------------------------------------------------------------1.5" 63rd Infantry Division Antique Bronze Challenge Coin with plastic bag ...................................................................................... $10 ea. ___
1.5" 254th Infantry Regiment Antique Bronze Challenge Coin with plastic pocket case............................................................................$10 ea.___
1.5" 254th Infantry Regiment Brilliant Gold Challenge Coin with plastic pocket case................................................................................$10 ea.___
3.5" x 3.5" x 1.25" Dark Blue Coin Presentation Case..................................................................................................................................$5 ea.___
October 2009 form #67

Check # _____ TOTAL

$ ___________

Mail To: BILL SCOTT, 63RD DIV. HISTORIAN, 407 S. WALNUT ST., SYCAMORE, IL 60178-2234
(Make check or money order to: 63RD DIV. HISTORY FUND) - - - PLEASE USE ADDRESS STICKER OR PRINT CAREFULLY

NAME: _____________________________________________________________ UNIT(S): ____________________________________
STREET: __________________________________________________ APT. ____________________ P.O. BOX: ____________________
CITY: ____________________________________________________________________ STATE: ______________ ZIP: ______ - ______
SPOUSE: ___________________________________________________________ TELEPHONE: ( ______ ) __________ - ____________
E-MAIL ADDRESS: __________________________________________________

FAX: (____________) ____________ - ___________

I AM THE:__________________________________________________OF ____________________________________________
(SON, GRANDSON, DAUGHTER, BROTHER?)

63RD VET’S NAME
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Boston men’s meeting
The 61st annual business meeting of the 63rd
Infantry Division Association took place at 10:30 a.m.
in Boston on Saturday, August 15, 2009. The pledge to
the flag was repeated and the invocation was given by
the Rev. Vin Stratton.
President Bob Capasso determined the reunion a
huge success and thanked his committee of Joe Freitas
and Jim Kontoules for their help during the event.
The minutes of the 2008 meeting were read and
approved by a motion made by Edgar Moutoux and
seconded by Bill Brynes.
The treasurer’s report was filed for audit when Al
Diaz made a motion and it was seconded by Otto
Metzer.
The Blood and Fire report was accepted as
presented, after which a motion was made, seconded
and carried that the editor could remove up to $10,000
from the Certificate of Deposit for operating expenses.
Assistant historian, Karin Froberg-Marzano
presented the history report prepared by Bill Scott.
Scott reported he had purchased a new lap top
computer with money from the history fund. Ed Fowle
made a motion the report be accepted; Tom Chatham
seconded the motion and it carried.
Command Sergeant Major Richardson spoke about
the RRC Association in the California area, after which
he presented the Point of Excellence award to Bob
Capasso.
The following list of officers nominated for election,
and for appointment, by the Executive Council, was
presented for general membership acceptance: Ed
Fowle, president; John Dietrick, first vice; John (Jack)
Linscott, second vice; Donna LaCosse, secretarytreasurer; Bill Scott, historian; Karin FrobergMarzano, assistant historian; Fred Clinton,
webmaster; Mike Thomson, assistant webmaster and
Donna LaCosse, editor of the Blood and Fire. The slate
was accepted.
Ed Fowle presented the plans for the 2010 reunion
that will be held in Fairborn, Ohio. Stay at the Holiday
Inn, a five-star facility, will be $99 each night, plus tax.
There will be shuttle service from the hotel to the
airport and to the Air Force museum. Most all the
activities will take place at the hotel, however, a tour of
the Air Force Museum has been planned.
Bonnie Erickson presented North Platte, Nebraska
as a proposal for the 2011 reunion and Archie
Kumasaka proposed having the reunion in historic
New Jersey. A show of hands indicated Nebraska as the

favored site. Edgar Moutoux made a motion Erickson
and Kumasaka send their proposals, in detail, to be
published in the November issue of the Blood and Fire.
Otto Metzer seconded the motion and it carried.
A discussion concerning the flags ensued with the
following suggestions: 1) the flags to be given to the
RRC Association, 2) allow the RRC Association to be
custodians of the flags, or, 3) buy a set of flags to give to
the RRC Association. Karin Froberg-Marzano said she
owned three of the flags and she was only loaning them
to the 63rd Infantry Division for display at the annual
reunions. She bought the flags in memory of her father
and is not ready to lose control of them.
To replace the flags would cost a “nice lump of
change,” which the Association cannot afford at this
time. Al Diaz made a motion the flag issue be discussed
again at the 2010 reunion Motion seconded and
carried.
Ed Fowle reminded members that policies were
adapted in 2003 that took care of the disposal of the
flags if and when the Association ceased to exist.
Martin Beer made a motion the council members
whose term ended in 2009, be asked to fill the term
ending in 2012. Motion was seconded and carried.
Those remaining on the council, and whose term of
office expires in 2012 are: Herman Fabiani; William
Byrnes; David Montgomery; Archie Kumasaka;
Howard Van Schoor, and Alfred Diaz.
The meeting was adjourned at 11:50 a.m.

Fireball
by Hal O’Neill

During the 1950’s the Pentagon came up with a plan
to use the 77th Reserve Division to direct refugees in
case of an atom bomb attack on New York City. Many
of us pointed out that it would be impossible to
assemble men and equipment after the bomb dropped.
The roads and bridges would be jammed with refugees.
No one listened.
Fireball was the alert word and I forgot about it
until a hot summer Friday morning when I got a phone
call. Fireball Practice Alert – be in your assigned area
by Saturday morning. The Signal Company meeting
center and warehouse was in Manhattan and our
- CONTINUED ON PAGE 38
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Charles Eubanks . . .
- CONTINUED FROM PAGE 35

He doesn’t think anyone really wins a war. He can
still recall the odor of the battlefields, the corpses of
animals and humans and the raiding of the cities by the
Russians. One very fond memory of the war brings to
mind the gift of a ring he received from a camp
prisoner. While on occupation duty at a concentration
camp, a prisoner asked him for some the tin from a

crashed airplane. The man carved him a ring, inscribed
with Eubanks’ initials and inlaid with scraps made
from toothbrush handles.
His fondest memories include the prize of a
redheaded nurse, the connections he’s made with other
veterans, and the close bond he has with his
granddaughter, Sara.
Long retired from the insurance and coin business,
Eubanks has lived in West Point since returning from
war and is active in several organizations.

Hiles awarded Legion of Honor Medal
Roland Hiles, A 253, received a letter in May from
the French Consulate in Chicago, informing him he
would be presented the Legion of Honor Award during
a ceremony held in Indianapolis in September.
The Legion of Honor is the highest honor that
France can bestow upon those who have achieved
remarkable deeds for France.
Through this award, the French government pays
tribute to the soldiers who did so much for France and
Western Europe, more than 60 years ago, during World
War II.
Hiles was one of the original men at Camp Van
Dorn, but was soon transferred to the 90th Division. He
went overseas to take part in the Normandy invasion,
and spent his 19th birthday, June 25, 1944, in a foxhole
in France.
This was when he found himself the squad leader, a
battlefield promotion he received because eight or ten
sergeants had been killed and someone had to be the
leader. Hiles was given this task because he had
completed several weeks of combat experience
compared to the “newbies” in his squad, who had very
little.
On July 7, 1944, the unit was taken prisoner by the
Germans. He was hunkered down with his squadron
outside the village of Beaucoudray in northwestern
France, surrounded by enemies. They had run out of
everything including food, water, and ammunition and
they had no choice but to surrender.
For the next eleven months, he was transferred to
various prison camps around Germany. He lived on
bread and “grass soup” and an occasional piece of
cheese. This equaled about 600 calories a day, so he
dropped from his normal 174 pounds to a thin 100
pounds by the time he rejoined American troops in May
1945.
“I never thought I wasn’t going to make it back,”
Hiles said. “I never lost my faith.”
The ceremony took place on the steps of the Indiana

War Memorial on Friday, September 18, 2009. More
than one hundred people, mainly veterans or their
families, attended the ceremony. A medley of service
tunes and patriotic music was played by the 38th
Division Band and a bagpipe performed “Amazing
Grace.” A bugler offered “Taps” and three Black Hawk
helicopters of the 38th Combat Aviation Brigade ended
the ceremony with a flyover.
Wreaths were presented for POWs and MIAs of all
five time periods and the ceremony was punctuated by
the rining of a bell from the USS Indianapolis, which
had sunk in the Pacific during World War II. Two white
doves were released to symbolize peace and God’s
blessing on the United States.
Indianapolis Mayor Greg Ballard, a 23-year
member of the US Marine Corps urged citizens to
appreciate the sacrifices of those now in the armed
services and their families.
The somber rituals and dignified gestures of respect
were for Hiles and veterans like him. “There are fewer
and fewer of them,” said Joseph Cunningham,
commander of the Hoosier Chapter of Ed-POWs. He
said that 34 of the 800 former POWs who live in
Indiana have died this past year.
Hiles, 84, a 1943 graduate of Tech High School in
Indianapolis, joined the Army right after graduation
and, a year later, found himself in the middle of a huge
war, with nowhere to go but to a prison camp.

2010
REUNION
The 2010 National Reunion will take place in Ohio
– a hop, skip and jump from Dayton.
The place to gather is the Holiday Inn in Fairborn.
Date of the reunion is August 18 - 21.
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Members attending . . .
Nicolson’s guests: Scott Nicolson and his son.
David and Ruth Pardoe, AT 255, 25 Sampson Rd.,
Huntington, MA 01050.
Pardoe guests: William and Nancy Pardoe.
Richard Parrack, Associate, 260 Sherbrook Blvd.,
Upper Darby, PA 19082.
Richard’s brother: Robert Parrack.
Domenick and Mae Pecchia, H 255, 8550 Grand
Ave. #402, River Grove, IL 60171.
Margaret vonPentz, Associate, 110 Hasbrouck Rd.,
Goshen, NY 10924.
Jaclyn Potts, Associate, 327 W. First St., Springfield,
OH, 45504.
Pott’s guests: Brian Potts and Angie Potts.
Dorothy Richards, Associate, 61 Arlington Ave.,
Auburn, NY 13021.
Guest: John Sawam.
Robert Robertson, RRC, 4235 Yorktown Ave., Los

- CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

Alamitos, CA 90720.
Ruth Sandbrink, Associate, 809 Westside Dr.,
Aurora, IN 47001.
Ruth’s daughter: Barbara Elder.
Sam Spangler, Hq 3bn 254, 300 W. Canterbury Dr.,
Winchester, VA 22603.
Guests: Richard, Melanie, Eric, Clare and Calum
Lewis.
Steve and Margaret Stetzko, Hq 2bn 254, 309 A
Ryders La, Milltown, NJ 08850.
Rev. Vincent Stratton, H 254, 981 Kathryn St.,
Indiana, PA 15701.
Sam and Han Sue, K 255, 1035 West Dr., North
Merrick, NY 11566.
James and Carolyn Taylor, F 254, 237 Carolina
Mdws Villa, Chapel Hill, NC 27517.
Howard and Elsie Van Schoor, SIG 563, 8192 Forest
Lane, Mentor, OH 44060.

Stateside
by Harold O'Neill, 83rd Signal

The two story barracks had two sergeant's rooms on
each floor while the rest of us had bunks in a common
room. Two sergeants sharing an upstairs room usually
came in roaring drunk at two in the morning. They
turned the lights on, dumped sleepers on the floor and
blasted on a bugle one thought he could play. After a
scuffle that left some with black eyes, bleeding noses
and several smashed bunks, the pair were tied up and
left under a cold shower until dawn. This only had a
temporary effect. The next time they brought a dozen
friends and the brawl brought the MP's. Under
company punishment the whole barrack lost all passes
and drew extra duty.
Word came that the two sergeants were to be
transferred as cadre for another division. Revenge
would have to be quick. While several offered the
sergeants free liquor and told them how we would miss
them, others worked swiftly in their room. The lights
were disabled, the windows painted black and nailed
shut, and the doorknobs fixed to come apart. As soon as
they were stumbling drunk they were put to bed by us,
their buddies. When snores indicated a sound sleep, six
stray dogs lured by hamburger were put in the room.
The door was nailed shut and we waited.
Sometime after midnight, one of the sergeants awoke
with a heavy weight on his chest. He tried to move and it

growled at him. He arose screaming as a heavy, furry
shape knocked him down. The lights wouldn't work
and the door would not open. His buddy was yelling and
cursing as dogs barked and dashed around the small
room. They finally broke a window and got out on the
roof.
A final touch – they both had fleas!

Oops!
I Goofed!!
Well, I goofed again!! I couldn’t goof in just one
publication like the May issue of the Blood and Fire, but
I managed to do it again in the Souvenir Ad book.
The story, A Combat Medics’ Escape and Escapades,
beginning on page 20, was written by Bill Shier, Med
253.
At the bottom of every page in the Souvenir Book, I
told you this was the 60th reunion and that was a really
big “boo-boo”, the reunion in Boston was the 61st
anniversary for our Association.
If there were other mistakes, I am not aware of them,
so “catch me up” if you find one!
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DEATHS 2008 - 2009
Ted L. Baginski - A 254 - Nov. 15, 2008
Hartley G. Batchelder Jr. - A 255 - June 16, 2008
Mordicai Bauman - SV 255 - May 16, 2007
Fr. Edward Bawiec - HQ 63 - October 17, 2008
Rex Beavers - A 253 - July 23, 2008
Roy Bengston - AT 253 - November 8, 2007
Steven Bernat - FA 718 - March 7, 2009
Hugo S. Boettcher - D 254 - January 26, 2008
George E. Boutwell - E 255 - Sept. 23, 1982
Lewis Bracy - H 254 - June 17, 2009
Perry L. Bridges - MED 255 - Aug. 9, 2008
Frederick R. Burger - I 254 - March 4, 2009
George Bushnell - K 255 - Deceased Unknown
Charles L. Cadle - HQ 254 - August 3, 2008
Louis Campbell - QM 64 - April 11, 2009
Herbert Carlson - HQ 255 - May 1988
John H. Cassinelli - AT 254 - Nov. 21, 2008
Harvey A. Carrow - A 254 - September 18, 2008
William T. Commisky - SIG 563 - July 2009
Carlton Guy Core - K 253 - October 24, 2008
Robert E. Crane - H 254 - August 26, 2008
James Crawford - AT - May 19, 2009
Alf Crutchfield - I 254 - April 26, 2009
Tony Douglas - I 253 - Dec. 7, 2007
James L. Driscoll - H 253 - Aug. 8, 2008
James A. Eck - FA 862 - Oct. 26, 2008
Lawrence Ernest - F 253 - Jan. 29, 2009
Grady M. Esco - K 254 - May 1, 2009
Joseph H. Fennel - I 255 - Mar. 25, 2008
Caleb J. Fisher - D 254 - Mar. 23, 2006
Robert Follick - C 255 - Nbov. 10, 2008
Francis McGowan - A 253 - Feb. 18, 2009
Leo Grzych - MED 263 - April 1, 2009
Robert E. Herzler - SV 255 - March 16, 2008
William S. Hopps - SV 253 - January 20, 2009
Walter C. Hubbard III - H 254 - Dec. 30, 2003
Keith Johnson - C 254 - October 11, 2008
Theodore Katsavos - REC 63 - Feb. 25, 2008
Robert H. Kelsen - C 255 - September 14, 2008
John H. “Jack” Kerins - D 255 - June 26, 2009
Irving “Fred” Koffman - MED 253 - Jan. 5, 2009
William Kraemer - A 255 - March 24, 2005
Richard R. Kretschmer - ENG. 263 - Feb. 14, 2009
Joseph H. Leighton - H 254 - 1961
Matthew E. Maggiroe - FA 863 - June 22, 2008
Henry L. Markley - FA 63 - March 7, 2008
Joseph M. Martillotti - F 255 - April 2009

William C. Matis - HQ 255 - May 2001
Kenneth Miller - G 254 - November 27, 2005
Sylvan Moskowitz - L 255 - November 2008
Anthony Mucciolo - SIG 563 - June 11, 2009
Wilbur L. Mumford - M 255 - December 9,m 2008
Gordon “Shorty” Myers - HQ 253 - Nov. 28, 2008
Harry M. Nicolson - L 253 - October 24, 2008
Orville Oehler - F 254 - December 29, 2008
Robert E. “Roy” Parke - B 254 - June 5, 2008
William Pillsbury - HQ 63 - February 1, 2009
Alfred Rehm - MED 253 - August 5, 2008
John Reid - FA 863 - November 24, 2008
William B. Robinson - G 253 - April 16, 2009
Glen Rovenhagen - M 255 - August 13, 2008
Anthony W. Santora - FA 862 - July 24, 2009
Frank Schaafsma - F 253 - July 9, 2009
James A. Shriver - MED 363 - Nov. 29, 2008
Daniel Skiba - HQ 863 - June 12, 2007
Albert G. Smith - HQ 253 - June 3, 2009
Alfred H. Swackhamer - A 253 - Oct. 6, 2008
Henry Wade Talbert - M 253 - June 9, 2008
Paul B. Taylor - B 255 - March 7, 2009
Alvis Teague - I 255 - October 3, 2008
Carlton Togstad - HQ 253 - January 2008
Edgar Torrence - G 254 - February 17, 2009
Louis Warmouth - C 253 - January 2, 2009
Willard Whittaker - FA 862 - August 22, 2008
Edward Zareski - FA 863 - December 15, 2007

SPOUSE DEATH
Mardellya Mary Anders, wife of Dr. Ray Leslie
Anders, MED 363, died September 19, 2008.
Florence Brown, widow of Archie Brown, FA 63,
died February 7, 2009.
Dorene Bungert, wife of Gerald Bungert, FA 718,
died May 2, 2008.
Phyllis Dennison, wife of Claude Dennison, A 253,
died April 28, 2008.
Dorothy M. Harris, widow of Thurman R. Harris,
M 255, died February 3, 2009.
Marjorie Hiles, wife of Roland Hiles, A 253, died
June 20, 2009.
Margaret Falkenstien, widow of Joseph P.
Falkenstien, H 253, died 2008.
Rebecca Keeney, wife of James Keeney, B 255, died
February 29, 2009.
Vivian Olson, widow of Howard Olson, ART 63,
died 2007.
- CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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Charles Eubanks: Always a soldier
When Charles W, Eubanks graduated from
high school in Pontotoc, Mississippi, he traveled to
Tupelo to work at a copper factory, but was quickly
transferred to Connecticut, where his job was plating
pipes for planes and ships. At the age of eighteen, he
returned to his home in Mississippi and volunteered for
the Army.
He completed basic training at Camp Van
Dorn, Mississippi where it rained every day of his
training. After completing basic training, he went to
New Jersey, and from New Jersey to England with
thousands of other soldiers. As a member of the 116th
Infantry Regiment of the 29th Division, he was in the
first assault wave to hit the beaches at Normandy on Dth
Day, June 6, 1944. Then the 29 Division fought its way
toward St., Lo, weathering heavy fighting in the
hedgerows of France.
On June 11, 1944, just before the fall of night
and after digging 13 foxholes, Eubanks’ commanding
officer issued a warning not to shoot at low flying
planes, who would be pretending to be hit, but were
actually looking for the enemy line and Allied
headquarters. A fellow soldier chose not to follow
instructions, fired at one of the planes and the plane
fired back. Eubanks received shrapnel in his leg and
lost the hearing in one ear. He waited five days for help
and was eventually returned to a hospital in Liverpool,
England, where he recuperated until the first week in
October.
Because the Army thought he had died, they
notified his mother of his death. He still has the letter,
dog tags and a New Testament the Army sent her. They
also sent her a check for the $2.60 he had on his person
at the time of “his death.” Later the Red Cross notified
his mother that he was still alive after which he had to
be issued new dog tags. Eubanks had to learn to walk
again after a hospital visit from an Army major took his
crutches with him when he left the hospital after that
visit.
While recuperating in the hospital he met a
nurse's aide by the name of Cynthia James and his life
was to change after that, and there was still a war to
fight.
Two months out of the hospital, Eubanks was
once again with 116th and making his way toward
Belgium, fighting in battles all the way. It was still 1944
and he was twenty years old.
The six-weeks of the Battle of the Bulge was
fought in below freezing weather and was the largest
battle the Army ever fought and the largest battle it

ever came close to losing. At this time, Eubanks was
stationed in the port town of Antwerp in order to
protect the port from the Germans. He said that some
of the days were so cold the weapons would not fire, but
it was better where he was than it was in Ardennes,
where there were frozen toes and fingers.
The weather broke on Christmas Eve and then
the Allied planes came in and broke through the
German advances. The Battle of the Bulge was the last
major blow to the Germans.
th
After this battle, he was reassigned to the 755
Military Police Battalion and was shipped to Berlin for
occupation duty.
He returned home in 1946 and arranged for the
passage of his nurse's aide! Miss Cynthia James
crossed the Atlantic safely and they were married for
57 years before she passed away in 2004. During this
time, she completed her nurses training and graduated
in the same class as their daughter, Anne in 1977.
Charles and Cynthia were the parents of three
children, Annie Eubanks McKay, Gail Eubanks Petty
and Keith Eubanks.

- CONTINUED ON PAGE 36
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A word from your buddies . . .
- CONTINUED FROM PAGE 30

C. Joseph Zeiner sent me this message: “In my
declining years, I have made a major move to a Senior
Independent Living Compex. It is an Erickson Complex
called Eagles Trace in Houston, Texas, not far from
RECON
where I was living. I am in pretty good health except for
declining
eye sight and hearing problems. I will be 89
Irving Gittleman and his wife, Nathalie, live at
this
October.
I look forward to every issue of the Blood
12403 Cumpston St., Valley Village, CA 91607. He was
and
Fire
and
don’t
want to miss an issue!”
discharged June 22, 1946 and graduated from the
University of Illinois on June 18, 1953. He is a retired
Pediatric Dentist.
ENGINEERS
responsible for doing a great job.”

FIELD ARTILLERY
Albert Safranck wrote: “I was very happy to get the
Blood and Fire and read about the Combat Medic who
escaped from the Germans. Very interesting story. We
have moved into a Care Home; Marion has lived here
for a year, but I just recently moved to be with her. I am
89 years old, she is 88 years old and we just celebrated
our 65th wedding anniversary on June 25.”

Frank Duva wrote: “I want to report my change of
address. I was a resident of Painesville, Ohio and my
wife and I wintered in Florida. She passed away in 2003
and I can no longer take the cold weather. Now I am
living in Sarasota, Florida, where my daughter will be
living with me after she moves here from Ohio. I was a
truck driver first, then was transferred to Headquarter
Motor Pool as a welder. Keep sending the Blood and Fire
– I need to keep up on all the news!”

New members
Robert D. Arnold, H 253, and his wife, Margie, live
at 15042 Sunset Avenue, Oak Forest, IL 60452.
John Hendrickson, Associate, is the son of the late
Maurice “Red” Hendrickson, AT 255. He and his wife,
Christine, live at 2395 Foxtail Lane N, Mandan, ND
58554.
Beverly Houghton, USAR, and her husband,
Milton, live at 11307 Martha Ann Drive, Los Alamitos,
CA 90720.
Damian Iseminger, Associate, is a Music Librarian
at the New England Conservatory in Boston. He was
married to Beth Flood on October 10, 2009 and she is a
Music Librarian at Harvard. They live at 48 Edgecliff
Rd., Watertown, MA 02472. He is the grandson of
Harold (and Donna) LaCosse, F 254.
Burton Jenkins, A 254 lives at 52 Hidden Road,
Andover, MA 01810.
Joyce M. Schewene, Associate, and her husband,
Paul, also an Associate member, live at 608 Oak St.,
Newport, KY 41071.
Anthony J. Tolomeo Jr., B 255, lives at 14690 SW

20th St., Davie, FL 33325.
Christine Tompkins-Qusba, Associate, lives at 7480
Highview Dr., Greendale, WI 53129. She is the
daughter of the late Willis H. Tompkins, FA 861.
Colleen Toscano, Associate, lives at 25 Pinlock Dr.,
Gals Ferry, CT 063345. She is the daughter of Delbert
Conroy, F 253.
Lawrence R. Trevor, RECON, lives at 500 Powell
Road, Easthampton, NJ 08060.
Tamara L. Zimmerman, Associate, is the
granddaughter of Joseph T. Zimmerman, L 255. She
lives at 1100 E. 103rd St., Mulvane, KS 67110.

send all articles
and photos to:
Donna LaCosse
PO Box 86
Morocco, IN 47963
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Deaths . . .
- CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

Marci Rombach, widow of Horace Gene Rombach,
F 254, died December 2007.
Rosemary Schlocker, wife of Leo M. Schlocker,
associate, died September 18, 2008.
Kathleen Slate, wife of Herb Slate, H 254, died
November 18, 2008.
Norma Tenney, wife of Frank E. Tenney, Associate
Member, died February 19, 2009.
Tillie Tirelli, widow of Louis Tirelli, C 253, died
March 21, 2008.

We meet
the Russians

unlimited supply. The most wanted watch was a
Mickey Mouse watch. Jeweled movements, water
proofed, fancy straps, etc. meant nothing. A Mickey
Mouse watch brought fifty dollars or more. One
enterprising G.I. tried removing the watch crystal and
gluing a paper picture of Mickey on the watch face. Two
days later we found him beaten unconscious.
A few days later, I was sent into a Russian occupied
town for what I recall not, and watched the take over of
a German house. All furniture, except for bedding was
thrown in the yard. The bathroom was used for
sleeping and the yard for a latrine. One man made
more room by removing the toilet bowl. I had to show
them how to shut off the water in the cellar.
The following was sworn to by others, so I pass it on.
One Ivan noticed that in a German house whenever he
turned a handle, water came out. When his unit moved
he ripped the handle (faucet), and a piece of the
attached pipe out of the wall. At the next place he was
billeted, he stuck the pipe in the wall, turned the handle
and waited for the water to gush out.
Overnight the white Russian troops were replaced
by Mongolians that spoke neither Russian nor English.
This cut out contacts down to dumb-show barter.

By Harold “Hal” O’Neill, SIG 563

Our radio section had been picking up Russian
radio traffic for days before we reached the river Elbe,
south of Magdeburg. Our bridgehead across the river
was withdrawn soon after the Russian troop arrived.
The G.I.s and Ivans celebrated with impromptu parties
and many toasts accompanied by mostly
incomprehensible speeches. After a few hours things
began to blur for a good many Americans and
Russians.
I remember an elaborate Russian drink in a tall
glass with different colored layers of liquors and a raw
egg yolk in the bottom. The trick was to swallow the egg
yolk without breaking it in your teeth. The idea was to
let your tonsils break the yolk as it passed. Most of us
gagged, choked, or sprayed flecks of yolk over those
near-by.
One of the Russian trucks had a woman driver who
spoke some English. It was Lend-Lease Chevrolet, one
a-and-a-half ton. She told us it was made in the Russian
Siberian city of Detroitsky and was a no-shift model.
We discovered it was jammed in second gear and she
had driven it for hundreds of miles in second. To
reverse, she had men push it. She used the floor shift to
hang her helmet on.
Business began almost at once for German, U.S. and
Russian pistols, knives, helmets, insignia, etc. Then
there was a boom in wristwatches in exchange for U.S.
Occupation marks. The Russians seemed to have an

LET US SALUTE OUR
FLAG AND REMEMBER
WHAT IT SIGNIFIES
When the flag of our country goes rippling by,
We should stop and salute it, remembering why;
For its colors and pattern that wave in the sky
From a history lesson that
we should apply
When we’re teaching our
children what they signify,
Of the lives that were given
when men had to die.
To p re s e r v e a l l t h e
freedoms on which we rely;
And the blessings they
bring, which we cannot deny.
At the place where we
worship, the lessons imply
We should pray to our
Father, whom we glorify,
That the flag of our nation,
that’s waving on high,
Will forever in freedom be able to fly.
— Gloria Nowak
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FINANCIAL REPORT 2009
July 31, 2008

Checking Balance
Certificate of Deposit

$ 9,947.54 - includes compound interest
25,703.12 - includes interest

July 31, 2009

Checking Balance
Certificate of Deposit

$ 3,510.40 - includes compound interest
27,052.62 - includes interest
TOTAL ASSETS: $30,563.02

Deposits

$11,340.00

Income

$10,624.72

Expenses

$16,831.60

- CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

number not guaranteed at $10 a night. Room rate is
$99, plus 12.5% tax each night. Reservation cut-off date
is July 27, 2010 at 12:01 PM.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 18
Arrive and check into hotel. Registration will be in
the Hospitality/History Room. Dinner is on your own at
hotel restaurant or an area restaurant nearby. Meet
Your Buddies in the evening. More information will
follow on time and place.

Free tour of the National Museum of the United
States Air Force.
$ 40.74
$1,318.98
$4,785.00
$2,530.00
$1,950.00
TOTAL INCOME: $10,624.72

EXPENSES LISTED
Telephone: $14.40
Copies and postage: $20.98 - Donna LaCosse
Morocco Post Office: $168.46
Ad Book Printing: $898.68
Postage to mail Ad Books: $39.88
Blood and Fire: $8,668.96
Bill Scott Reunion Expenses: $425.00
Donna LaCosse Reunion Expenses: $324.74
Fowle Reunion Expenses: $256.00
Schaefer Reunion Expenses: $225.00
Armed Forces Reunion Planners: $2,422.80
Capasso – Seed Money: $2,500.00
Charter Renewal: $15.00
Bonding Insurance: $233.89
Harold LaCosse: $69.65 – Blood & Fire returns and re-mail postage

TOTAL EXPENSES: $16,283.44
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 19

INCOME LISTED:
Interest from Checking Account
Interest from Certificate of Deposit
Dues Paid
Donations
Ad Books
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The museum is the world’s largest and oldest
military aviation museum featuring more than 400
aerospace vehicles amid more than 17-acres of indoor
exhibit space. Thousands of personal artifacts,
photographs, and documents further highlight the
people and events that comprise the Air Force
storyline, from the beginnings of military flight to
today’s war on terrorism.
The National Museum of the United States Air
Force traces its birth to 1923 at McCook Field near
Dayton; it moved to Wright Field in 1927. The museum
closed from 1940 to 1955 due to urgent need for
administrative space to support the war effort.
In 1960 local interest in aviation history led to the
creation of the Air Force Museum Foundations, Inc., to
secure funds for the museum. A nationwide fundraising campaign resulted in the construction of a new
$6 million facility in the late 1960s. President Richard
Nixon dedicated the new building in September 1971.
In 1976 the foundation donated a one-million dollar
addition to the building, and in 1988 the foundation
and federal government funded equally a major $10.8
million expansion. The IMAX Theater and atriium, a
$7.3 million project funded by the foundation, opened
in 1991. In 2002 the museum opened the $22.3 million,
200,000 square-foot, Eugene W. Kettering Cold War
Gallery. The third building is the centerpiece of major,
multi-phase expansion. The latest addition, a $3.4
million Missile and Space Gallery constructed as a
missile silo, opened in 2004.
The Air Force Museum Foundation, Inc., was
established in 1960 as a philanthropic, non-profit
organization to assist the museum when federal funds
are not available. Since its inception, the foundation

has contributed more than $45 million for museum
construction, expansion and facility upgrades. The
foundation operates the museum’s souvenir shop, the
IMAX Theater, the cafeteria and Morphis MovieRide
Simulator. It receives its funds primarily through the
operation of these activities as well as through
foundation membership, donations and bequests. Its
Website is www.afmuseum.com.
The museum is open seven days a week from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. It is closed Thanksgiving, Christmas and New
Years Day. Parking and admission are free; however,
there is a charge for the IMAX Theater. For more
information, visit the museum on the Web at
www.nationalmuseum.af.mil.
Museum Galleries include Early Years Gallery,
history of the earliest flight; Air Power Gallery, World
War II story; Modern Flight Gallery, featuring the
Korean War/Southeast Asia War; Cold War Gallery;
Missile and Space Gallery; and the Presidential and
Research and Development/Flight Test Galleries.
Outside exhibits include World War II Control
Tower, Nissen Hut and Memorial Park, and Lockheed
C-141C Hanoi Taxi.
Lunch is on your own in the Museum Café,
featuring a wide variety of fast food selections, and
several salad choices. There is a limited number of
wheelchairs/motorized wheelchairs. Early arrival for
best opportunity to acquire one, this should not be a
problem as we plan to arrive at 9 a.m.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 20
NO BUSES REQUIRED!!
Mid-Afternoon into evening, Monte Carlo Event,
featuring B 6 Wheels; Bingo; Card Games with your
buddies, and Board Games provided. Visit with all
your buddies and meet our new associates. Oodles of
surprises! Live Entertainment plus a Mid-Western
Casual dinner with lots of great food.
There will be time in the morning and early
afternoon to return to the Museum, shop at the nearby
Fairfield Mall or The Greene. You can also head out on
your own to see some of the sights in the area. A list will
be provided in the next issue of the Blood and Fire. Or,
you can visit in the Hospitality/History room. Lunch is
on your own (the hotel food is very good!)
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Would like to
have more
information
During a recent conversation with Robert Capasso,
I explained that my father William J. Schultz served
with the 63rd Division during World War II. I
mentioned that I was considering attending the
reunion in Boston to see if I could make contact with
someone who might have known my father. He
suggested I contact you to place a request in the Blood
and Fire for anyone who remembers my father to
please contact me.
My father passed away in 1989 and I have recently
begun to document my family genealogy. In the process
I have been trying to acquire as much information, and
learn as much as possible regarding my dad. I also
served in the military and have a great respect for all
those who have served.
Currently I am a member of the 63rd Infantry
Division Association. My home address is 6 A West Hill
Drive, Westminster, MA 01473. My phone number is
978-874-0409.
Thank you in advance for any assistance you can
give me in this matter.
Janet R. Malouin, Associate

Need to replace your DD 214?
A website has been established to provide veterans
information on how to replace lost, destroyed, or neverissued DD 214’s.
The website is:
www.members.aol.com/forvets/dd214.htm.

– Notice –
Please support the reunion committee by sending
an ad for the Souvenir Book. There is an Ad Book
Reservation Form in this issue of the Blood and
Fire for you to use and the address of Donna
LaCosse.

Little Poem For You . . .
Another year has passed
And, we’re all a little older.
Last summer felt hotter
And winter seems much colder.
There was a time not long ago
When life was quite a blast.
Now I fully understand
About living in the past.
We used to go to weddings,
football games and lunches.
Now we go to funeral homes
And after-funeral brunches.
We used to have hangovers,
From parties that were gay.
Now we suffer body aches
And wile the night away.
We used to go out dining.
And couldn’t get our fill.
Now we ask for doggie bags,
Come home and take a pill.
We used to often travel
To places near and far,
Now we get sore bottoms
From riding in the car.
We used to go to nightclubs
And drink a little booze.
Now we stay home at night
And watch the evening news.
That my friend is how life is,
And now my tale is told.
So enjoy each day and live it up ...
Before you are too darn old!

DEADLINE FOR THE
FEBRUARY 2010
ISSUE OF THE
BLOOD AND FIRE
IS ON OR BEFORE
JANUARY 1, 2010
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Happy Anniversary

NOVEMBER
2: Louree & Joseph T. Scales - HQ 862 – 1942
4: Barbara & Wilford E. Wachter - G 255 – 1950
11: Florence & Gennoro Parrella - FA 817 – 1961
12: Rita & Arnold D. Perko - F 254 – 1962
17: Elsie & Serge H. Freeman - H 255 – 1987
21: Lillian & Gilbert J. Pasquini – 1942
22: Ann & Hugh Fox - M 254 – 1986
30: Susan & Gerald A. Guess - L 253 – 1947
30: Mary & Elton H. Rogers - E 253 – 1957

DECEMBER
1: Diana & Larry Moore - Associate – 1973
8: Mary & Robert S. Olney - HQ 253 – 1984
9: Catherine & Vernon S. Morgan - L 255 – 1946
11: Mary Lou & Russ DeMar - HQ 255 – 1948
12: Helen & George Spaeth - MED 253 – 1939
17: Yolanda & John F. McKenna - M 255 – 1949
17: Sue & Tim Wade - MED 363 – 1939
18: Inge & Harold A. Steffens - M 253 – 1948
19: Mary Lou & William E. Taylor - HQ 253 – 1947
23: Louise & Bill Ahlvers - B 255 – 1961
30: Betty & Moses R. Box - HQ 253 – 1951

JANUARY
1: Doris & Herbert Cameron - FA 862 – 1949
3: Bonnie & Ken Erickson - AT 255 – 1945
7: Jane & Mike Jugan - MED. 253 – 2006
7: Josephine & Vincent Tramuta - K 255 – 1950
11: Bonnie & Edward Bundick - D 254 – 1946
21: Marian & Merlin L. Myers - FA 861 – 1939
27: Ginny & Wayne Lawrence - HQ 253 – 2001
FEBRUARY
2: Rhea & Lloyd Phillips - C 253 – 1949
6: Joan & William R. Creamer - HQ 253 – 1944
9: Caryl & Herbert Hubble - B 255 – 1952
10: Barbara & Roy Lermond - HQ 254 – 1946
14: Cortlun & Robert Clayton - C 255 - 2000
14: Debbie & Warren F. Neumann - C 253 - 1978
14: Yvette & Curtis Delahoussaye - HQ 253 – 1998
14: Jean & Elmer Chalcraft - D 254 – 1948

13

18: Jana & Edward Phillip - Associate – 2000
21: Edyth & Kenneth R. Mancini - G 254 – 1943
22: Jane & Howard L. Hannum - AT 255 - 1957
26: Frances & Charles Rhodes, Jr. - H&I 253 – 1960
27: Elva & Walter L. Stoner Jr. - MED 353 – 1949
28: Karin & David Marzano - Associate – 1986

Lost Sheep
Need To
Be Found
We need new addresses for the following people.
Listed below are the last known addresses taken from the
returned May 2009 issue of the Blood and fire. If you can
help, please call, write or email the secretary/treasurer.
Watson Campbell, B 253, 1090 Andrews Lake, #29,
Fountain Inn, SC 29644-1503.
Anthony Desantis, H 254, 1443 Gables Ave., Spring
Hill, FL 34608-5935.
Henry Roberts, D 254, 2 Lakeside Dr. #D13,
Cortland Manor, NY 10567,
Irene Siedlecki, Associate, 525 Cervevina Dr.,
Venice, FL 34292.
Charles Thomas, ENG 263, 5001 W. Florida Ave.
Spc. 2, Hemet, CA 92545-3804.
Anne Weiss, Associate, 1301 W. Maitland Blvd. Apt.
217, Maitland,FL 32751-4340.
William Williams, RECON 63, 845 Gephart Dr.,
Cumberland, MD.
Frank Warmoth, Associate, 2535 Bangor Ct.,
Snellville, GA 30078-5981.
Marion Zareski, Associate, 419 Reservoir Rd., New
Britain, CT 06052-1817.
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63RD INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION
HISTORIAN’S REPORT FOR 2008 - 2009
The annual unit rosters that were in the main
computer, and the new laptop computer for this
reunion showed a net loss of 78 men’s duplicate names
with data from the recent research of the alphabetical
index which has many more pages to go. The total
names, including the attached units in combat, now
have reached 70,180, with the 63rd section showing
97.71% with a serial number versus 97.62% last year.
The research has enabled the transfer or matching of
many names from the various unit unknown rosters in
the data summaries to known unit rosters.
The research of the alpha listings located a bad
entry for one man in A-263 Engr. Bn. which should
have been for another man. Pfc. Stanton S. Schroder
was KIA on 15-March-1945 with the data on the line in
the roster spreadsheet but did not show it in the “War
Dead” column to the left of the names column. The KIA
showed up for George E. Sadler who had left the
company on 22-April-1944. Some key was hit that
misplaced the KIA. The listing in the casualty
summary was correct for Schroder. All A-263 rosters
and alpha lists printed before today are wrong for this
item, so some replacements will eventually be made
after all the known corrections are made from more
editing. I hope this is the only one of this magnitude.
The current number of items that have been bought
from us or donated by us to museums now totals over
25,600 items.
The 63rd Division unit morning reports that we had
for July 1944 through November 1944 were packaged

Information
help needed
Joseph Valicenti is looking for someone who was
with the men crossing the Kocher River at Esslingen on
the evening of April 18, 1945. He is also looking for
someone who was with the units that attacked
Weckrieden on April 19, 1945. If you are willing to talk
to him about these two actions, call him at 1-678-6447305, or email him at joe.valicenti@bt.com

and sent to the Army History and Education Center in
Carlisle, PA. More will be sent as time and efforts
permit. There will be more editing from the 2008 alpha
lists after the Schroder name to refine data, get missing
data for men into their correct roster, if possible, and
find more info that will get misspelled names corrected,
along with some missing serial numbers in some units.
There will eventually be a new serial number
sorting and printing done after the alpha research
effort. Then there will be a review and analysis of the
ASNs which may solve some more mysteries about
some men. The computers will show the current roster
situation, but it will be a while before more roster and
alpha printing are done.
Another puzzle got solved last week when we
learned that Herbert Carlson of the 3rd Bn. HQ&HQ
Co.-255 and SV-255 died on May 17, 1988, and that his
name had originally been Herbert Arbitblit, who was
shown as a dropout from membership, and was
changed in 1962. Now we know why his nickname was
“Arby” and why no serial number was found for
Carlson in the military records. His widow said that his
father was Carl. Changed names has been a perpetual
puzzle in record keeping.
William J. Scott,
3rd 63rd ID Association Historian
02-August-2009
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- Letters and Opinions Multiple
outlet receptacle
Although we can no longer attend the reunions, we
often think of our WW II friends and the Associate
members, including our dear Editor, (of course!!).
We feel we should keep in touch once in awhile, but I
really can’t think of anything interesting to say! I don’t
like to write about our troubles and ailments, as I am
sure all the members have their share of those to some
extent. It has been said that one picture is worth a
thousand words, so I am enclosing the following
drawings just in case some of the members might find
them interesting.
Claude Larrabee, A 253

Looking for
information on
Alsace incident
I would like to find out if there is anyone reading the
Blood and Fire who remembers an incident that
occurred in Alsace in the winter of 1944-1945.
I was assigned to Hq-Hq Company 3rd Bn, 253 Inf.
Regt 63rd Div. west of the Sarr River. The river was
patrolled by duck trucks and by troops. In order to get
the troops to their defensive positions, they would
travel on foot after crossing a creek on a damaged
bridge.
The Bn Commander gave me instructions to check
the bridge as thoroughly as possible and remove other
demolition that had not exploded. He told me that he
wanted the bridge so that we could use it as a minimum;
jeeps with trailers for evacuation, ammo, food and
water. I took one trained demolition man with me to do
the work. After three days of work, finding and
dismantling the demolition on the bridge, we had done
as much as we could.
I informed the Bn commander and he gave me
permission to destroy the uncovered demolitions, but
before we could do that, we had to inform the civilians
of what would happen. Informing the people was
handled by our BN interpreter who happened to be a
German-American. When this was accomplished, I
informed them we would set the explosive the next day
at 10:00.
The next day at 10:00 I had my position
approximately 100 yards from the bridge, away from
the civilians, behind a large tree. I set the demolition off
and I saw a part of the abutment go up and come in my
direction. It fell through the trees, breaking limbs,
hitting the ground and me.
Checking the area, the civilians were clear, no
damage to homes, and the repair team was sent to put
the bridge back into usable condition. This was
accomplished that day.
If anyone has personal knowledge of this incident,
please contact me at 1686 Deerhaven Trl, Dacula, GA
30019-3282, or phone me at 770-831-1197.
Earl Sturm, HQ 253

- CONTINUED ON PAGE 32
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A word from your buddies . . .
253RD REGIMENT
Warren F. Neumann, C Company wrote: “The
pictures on pages 28 and 40 of the November 2007
Blood and Fire, were sent by me. I was sorry to read
about the passing of Lou Warmoth in the February
2009 issue of the magazine. He was Sgt. of the 1st
Platoon, known as the Forty Thieves. I took over as
Platoon Sgt. of the 2nd Platoon near the end of the
war.”
Joseph Perez, C Company, could not attend the
Boston Reunion because of vision problems. He and
Gladys still live at 521 Princeton Greens Ct., Sun City
Ctr, FL 33573.
Clement Capasso, E Company, reported his wife
has lost her memory and is in a nursing home, and he is
undergoing chemo treatments for lung cancer. Cards of
cheer can be sent to him at 2010 Yorktown Blvd., Toms
River, NJ 08753.
Delbert Conroyu, F Company, sent this message
after the May issue was mailed and before the reunion
in August. “As a past president (1974) I am making
plans to be in Boston this summer. I believe this is the
third reunion to be held in New England, so I won’t
miss this one. I am 84 years young and feel like I am 34!
Except for having three operations and a heart attack, I
feel good. I don’t need a cane or wheel chair!! I was just
re-elected Post commander of my VFW Post for the
28th time. We think this is a record for one member to
be elected to many times. My daughter is coming to
Boston with me.”

Boxes for the troops ...
- CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24

inspection at any time. The cost of mailing 700 boxes in
twelve months from Patchogue to New York City was
$2,800 for the fifty miles. Purtz’ records led to a large
grant from VFW National Headquarters.
We have a page of Bits of Letters and I send a copy
with thank-you letters to our donors. Some of the items
will give them a chuckle.
As of April 2006, we have sent 4,300 boxes to over
3,500 individuals in Iraq and Afghanistan. The other
boxes were second boxes that we send to anyone telling
of the safe arrival of the first box.

254 REGIMENT
Vernon Worster, G Company, wrote: “I am
wondering why I don't get any more Blood and Fire
Magazines. My membership card says I am paid up
until 2014. I am one of the original riflemen that first
took basic training at Camp Van Dorn. Then I went to
Communication School and Captain Lenig chose me as
his messenger. He was very good – let me use my own
judgment most of the time. I just tried to help
everybody who needed help. I was the one who saw the
first white flag when the Germans surrendered in
Jebshiem. I was near an old buddy, Sgt. Harold
Osborn, and he said ‘cover me, I’ll take over weapons.’
We told them they would have to use their own medics
and then I reported to the Company. I want to report
the death of my wife, Louise. She died March 8, 2009.
My 26th birthday happened while I was in the middle of
Jebshiem. I didn’t know it then, but history told me!”

255TH REGIMENT
Joe Palmer, C Company, said he and Nancy had
planned to be in Boston but she underwent surgery in
July and was unable to travel. (We hope she has a
speedy recovery and will see us in Ohio.)
William Bolak, D Company, said he was a Machine
Gun Squad Leader in combat the last four months of
the war. He also entertained the troops by playing the
accordion.
Windall Aguillard, F Company wrote: “Sorry to
inform you that my wife, Florence, passed away in
August 2008. The children and I miss her very much. I
am now 91 years and five months and getting along
fairly well. To all the Hot Shots, ‘Lache pas la patate.’
He lives at 7052 Hwy. 26, Jennings, LA 70546.
Jack H. Bayer, Headquarters Company, sent this
message: “I am also glad summer has finally arrived. It
seems the winters are getting longer every year. Phyllis
and I were married November 29, 1947. I am an old 84
and Phyllis is a young 80! She had her left knee replaced
and is recovering day by day. Our oldest
granddaughter had a baby boy, making this our first
great-grandchild. I enjoy reading the Blood and Fire
Magazine and want to thank everyone who is
- CONTINUED ON PAGE 34
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63RD INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION
HISTORIAN’S FINANCIAL REPORT TO
COUNCIL FOR 2008 - 2009
From 30-Jun-2008 to 30-June-2009 I have recorded the following:
30-Jun-2008 Checking Account Balance ......................................................................................................... $2,189.93
Orders for books, printouts, maps, patches, pins, Cds, etc., plus included postage donations, new patches and caps,
and refunds ........................................................................................................................................................$3,385.60
Available cash ....................................................................................................................................................$5,575.53
Expenses:
Postage & shipping out ......................................................................................................................................$584.08
Bank charges ........................................................................................................................................................$31.16
Map copies ..........................................................................................................................................................$201.11
Copying of 8.5 x 11 and 11 x 17 sheets, plus office supplies such as paper, printer and copier cartridges, envelopes,
binders, tapes, display magnifiers, report covers, checks + Nat’l. Veterans News Network and CDS
............................................................................................................................................................................... $818.70
Repairs old computer & setup of new HP laptop ................................................................................................ $260.00
New HP Pavilion laptop dv2915nr ....................................................................................................................... $691.19
Patches and pins ................................................................................................................................................... $617.31
Long distance phone calls ................................................................................................................................... $ 49.14
Transfer to Treasurer and refunds ......................................................................................................................$ 24.00
Travel to DeKalb & Rockford .............................................................................................................................. $47.85
Expense total ..................................................................................................................................................... $3,324.54
30-Jun-20009 Checkbook balance ................................................................................................................... $2,250.99
The small increase in cash will soon be used to replace inventory that is low for various items, and the expenses of
getting items to Karin for the Boston reunion. The sales pattern was different this fiscal year with some of the older
items not moving as before, and sales at the 2008 reunion were the best in recent years even with the small
attendance. I paid for my own new HP dv6-1245dx laptop computer that is connected to the Internet so the new
63rd computer is not exposed to possible problems. It replaced a desktop PC, which had a bad hard drive, that was
just like the 63rd one that is still in use.
William J. Scott, 3rd 63rd ID Association Historian
1-Aug-2009
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CSM Robertson assigned in Los Alamitos, CA
Command Sergeant Major Robert N. Robertson,
Jr., entered the Army on July 9, 1973 at Ford Ord,
California, where he
completed Basic
C o m b a t Tr a i n i n g ,
graduating as the Honor
Graduate. He completed
Advanced Individual
Training at Fort Polk,
Louisiana, and spent two
years on active duty,
assigned to the 509th US
Army Artillery, US
Army Europe,
G e r m a n y . H e
transitioned into the
United States Reserve on
Command Sergeant Major Robert N. Roberson, Jr. May 9, 1976.
Command Sergeant Major,
His current duty
63rd Regional Readiness Command (RRC)
assignment is the
Command Sergeant Major for the 63rd Regional
Readiness Command in Los Alamitos, California.
Robertson has completed tours of duty at 411th
Engineer Company, Guam; 177th Transportation
Company, Camp Pendleton, 129th Hospital Company,
San Diego; 437th Ambulance Company, Los Alamitos;
6220th US Army Reserve School in Bell; 176th Medical
Group, Garden Grove; 437th Ambulance Company,
Norco; 91st Division 3rd Training Brigade, Camp
Parks; 653rd Area Support Group, March Air Reserve
Base (two tours), all in California. Other completed
tours include 653rd Area Support Group Detachment
4, Fort Leonard Wood, MO (Operating Enduring
Freedom), and 164th Corps Support Group, Mesa,
Arizona, with a tour of duty in Balad, Iraq (Operation
Iraqi Freedom).
He has held every Noncommissioned Officer
position with the exception of Battalion Command
Major. After two hours as a Brigade Operations Staff
Sergeant Major, he was appointed over his peers to the
position of Group Command Sergeant Major for the
653rd Area Support Group, March Air Reserve Based,
California.
Robertson’s military education includes: Basic
Combat Training (Honor Graduate), Advanced
Individual Training (Infantry), Primary Leadership
Course, Basic Noncommissioned Officers Course,
Advanced Noncommissioned Officers Course, First
Sergeant Course (Top 10 Percent Graduate), Battle
Staff Operations Course, Master Fitness Trainer
Course, Force Protection Unit Advisors Course, Senior

Enlisted Equal Opportunity Course, United States
Army Sergeants Major Academy, and the Command
Sergeant Major Designee Course.
He has the following Military Occupational
Specialties series and Additional Skill Indicators: 11B
(Infantryman), 42L (Administrative Specialist), 62J
(General Construction Equipment Operator), 63B
(Light Wheel Vehicle Mechanic), 91B (Medical NonCommissioned Officer), and the “H” (Instructor), “M”
(1st Sergeant), and “2S” (Master Fitness Instructor)
Additional Skill Identifiers.
Command Sergeant Major Robertson is a retired
Peace Officer with 32 years of service, 23 of those years
as a Detective with the San Diego Sheriff’s Department
in San Diego, California.

COMMAND SERGEANT MAJOR (CSM)
Enlisted soldiers who attain the distinction of being
selected by the Department of the Army for
participation in the command sergeant’s major
program are the epitome of success in their chosen
field, in this profession of arms. There is no higher
grade of rank, except Sergeant Major of the Army, for
enlisted soldiers and there is no greater honor.
The command sergeant major carries out policies
and standards of the performance, training,
appearance, and conduct of enlisted personnel. The
command sergeant advises and initiates
recommendations to the commander and staff in
matters pertaining to the local NCO support channel.
Perhaps slightly wiser and more experienced than
the first sergeant, the command sergeant major is
expected to function completely without supervision.
Like the old sage of times past, the command sergeant
major’s counsel is expected to be calm, settled and
unequivocally accurate, but with the energy and
enthusiasm that never wanes, even in the worst of
times.
Assignable to any billet in the Army, the command
sergeant major is all those things, and more, of each of
the preceding grades of rank.
The sergeant major is generally the key enlisted
member of staff elements at levels higher than
battalion. His experience and ability are equal to that
of the command sergeant major, but the sphere of
influence regarding leadership is generally limited to
those directly under his charge.
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About the flags . . .
It is becoming obvious it’s time to accept the reality
our Association will soon be forced to undergo the
process of ending our run. The last two reunions
emphasized our decreasing membership. Indianapolis
had 68 actual members and this number dropped to 48
in Boston. These figures amount to about .05% of the
total members.
I now speak for myself as a more recent member of
the Association. My first experience was at the San
Diego reunion. It was there I first saw the flags which
seem to have taken on a life of their own. It never
occurred to me the Association did not actually own
some of these. I have heard the Association actually
owns none of the flags, and I have heard we own some of
them, but nobody seems to know for certain.
I called our historian and he said he didn’t know.
Our assistant historian, who is an amazing person, said
she knew three of the flags were privately owned. She
was certain of this because she owns them.
I thought, and this thought remains with me, that we
should attempt to preserve the idea of those icons of
days gone by. As I learned of the Army Reserve, and of
the 63rd Ready Reserve Command it seemed to me this
was the ideal place for the future and permanent home
of these flags and of their history.
With the extreme cooperation of the 63rd RRC we
received an opinion from the JAG of the unit. Their
opinion was, in part... “Under AR-100, we recommend
we construe the gift of flags as an unconditional to the
63rd RRC unit fund to be used for spirit. It was suggested
we offer them on letterhead stating the flags are an
unconditional gift to the 63rd RSC Social Activities
Fund.”
It was my intention to make a personal presentation
at the business meeting in Boston; however
circumstances prevented my appearance at that venue.
Subsequent to that I saw a flurry of E-mails dealing
with the subject. None of these was correct. As of now I
do not know the exact status of these pieces of
decorated fabric. If any of the folks receiving this issue
of the Blood and Fire have accurate information as to
the flags, please send it to Donna as quickly as possible.
I know our very capable and sincere assistant historian
has a great deal of information. She is an amazing
person, and she owns three of the flags.
I also request those charged with the responsibility
of staging of the 2010 reunion try to allow sufficient
time for the entire group to participate, and possibly
vote, so this issue can be solved without bloodshed.
As I see it we have limited options: (1) Do nothing.

by Robert McCourt, I&R 254

After those who own flags reclaim them the remainder
will probably end up in someone’s basement. (2)
Attempt to place them into the Army facility in
Pennsylvania. There is a question in my mind if the
flags could be accepted there. They (the flags) are not
GI. They were purchased by a group of civilians. (3)
Possibly given to the Camp Van Dorn museum at
Centreville. This is not a 63rd location. The 99th
Division as well as a group of orphan units who trained
there can be included in the displays, or a portion of the
display(s). I also wonder if the members of the
AFRIKA KORPS, who were held there as PW’s, might
be interested in the place. They were probably there
longer than we were. (4) Passed along as a gift to the
63rd RRC, one of the few Ready Reserve Commands in
the USAR. To many of the younger generations who are
now in the Army, regular or reserve, have little or no
information about WWII except what they see in the
old movies featuring John Wayne and Frank Sinatra.
By the way, they were both draft dodgers.
It is my feeling the 63rd is very fortunate for the
opportunity to see our symbol preserved as well as
representing new generations of Americans who have
volunteered to serve their nation since the Korean
adventure and up to the present in both theaters of
action. Very few of the WWII divisions have been so
honored.
I have never seen a requirement of the necessity of
attending a reunion to voice an opinion. If those folks
who receive the Blood and Fire will jot down their
opinions and ideas and send them to Donna, it will be a
great help.
The purpose of this is to orient the entire
membership and to prevent false information that a
few members are attempting to ramrod their ideas into
action.
Thanks for you time and interest.

Happy Holidays!
NOTICE
It is no longer necessary for Life Members to
pay a surcharge of five dollars annually. That
policy was in effect for one year, and that year
ended in 2004.
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In Memoriam
Sgt. Joseph Nurre
Sgt. Nurre, 22, assigned to the 801st Engineer
Company out of Vallejo, Calif., and cross-leveled to
another Army Reserve unit the 463rd Engineer
Battalion, out of Weirton, W. Va., died Aug. 21, 2005,
during convoy operations in Samarra, Iraq. He was
killed when an improvised explosive device detonated
near his M916 tractor. Sgt. Nurre was remembered by
his family, fellow soldiers and his many friends as a
compassionate, affable young man with a contagious
smile. He attended California State University,
Sacramento, and loved football. He is survived by his
parents, Charlie and Leigh Nurre of Wilton, Calif.

Cpt. Sigfredo M. Pilipina

Cpt. Pilipina, 34, assigned as the 483rd Transportation
Battalion Ammunition Officer died Sept. 14, 2004,
while called to Active Service at Fort Lewis, Wash., in
support of the Global War on Terror. The 483rd was in
garrison and preparing to move to a convoy defense
training site. His unit would go on to deploy overseas in
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. He is survived by
his wife Marilyn Valencia Pilipina, his daughter Thea
Cameron Valencia Pilipina and son Christian Kyle
Pilipina.

Cpt. Sigfredo M. Pilipina

Sfc. Bolor, 37, assigned with the 137th Quartermaster
Company out of South El Monte, Calif., died Nov. 15,
2003, in a Black Hawk helicopter collision thought to
have been caused by hostile fire near Mosul, Iraq. His
unit was assigned to support the 101st Airborne
Division and he was transporting supplies to the
frontline. SFC Bolor previously served in Operation
Desert Storm in 1991. He left a wife, also named Kelly,
and a son, Kyle, 3. He was buried in Maui Memorial
Park, Hawaii.
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Summary Boston 61st Reunion
by former president Robert Capasso
The 61st reunion held at Boston August 12 - 15, 2009
was completed right on schedule and in almost perfect
weather.
The first day, Wednesday, started with registration
at the Somerset Room of the Phillips restaurant with
Donna LaCosse guarding and distributing the
registration packets – the complete attendance roster is
included in this issue of Blood & Fire.
The packed contained the identification tags, meal
and tour tickets, instructions for reunion events and a
copy of the AD booklet.
The guest of honor of the reunion was Ruth
Sandbrink of Aurora, Indiana who attended her forty
fourth (44th) consecutive reunion. She attended with
her daughter Barbar Elder who came up from Texas to
be with her.
There were five past association presidents in
attendance – Martin Beer (2002 & 2005), Bob Capasso
(1955), Tom Chatham (1994), Delbert Conroy (1973),
Ed Fowle (1978 & 1999) and Karin Froberg-Marzano
for her father Mag Froberg (1987).
The first formal event of the reunion was our annual
Mixer party held at the Restaurant. The event of the
evening was the Karioke contest whereby the lyrics of a
song are shown on a TV screen with the DJ playing the
tune and the contestant singing. Prizes were awarded
to two finalists.
The next morning at 9:30 AM we had two buses for
the City Tour and harbor cruise. The narrator on the
boat pointed out all the historical sights on shore as well
as identifying the many buildings along the waterfront.
That evening the buffet was held at the main
ballroom of the restaurant with a three piece orchestra
and vocalist providing the entertainment. Needless to
say the songs were all of our generation and the
orchestra leader led us through a sing-a-long with
many of the old tunes. The song ‘Lily Marlene’ was the
most requested and was played over and over again to
the delight of the members.
Friday morning at 10:00 AM we again had two
buses for the trip to Plymouth. The weather was ideal
for the tour of Plymouth harbor with the Rock and the
Mayflower and a walking tour of the historic buildings
bordering the harbor.
That evening we had one large bus for the shopping
tour to the center of the city. The biggest attraction was
the ride to the top of the 52 floor Prudential Tower for a
panoramic view of the city of Boston.
The next morning at 9:00 AM the executive council

met – the minutes of the meeting is included in this issue
of Blood & Fire.
At 10:00 AM the memorial service started after the
Pledge of Allegiance with Reverend Vin Stratton of H254 giving the invocation. We had invited the General
of the 63rd Regional Readiness Command to the
reunion and his letter expressing his being unable to
attend was read whereby he designated Command
Sergeant Major Robert N. Roberson to attend in his
place. The sergeant major along with
Photographer/Writer Sergeant Scott Akanewich
attended in their fatigue uniforms.
The memoriam to our casualties in World War II
was read and Rev. Stratton rang our memorial bell.
We had an easel at the entrance to the hall with
photos and biography of the eleven casualties lost in
Iraq and Afghanistan of the 63rd Regional Readiness
Command. Sergeant Major Robertson read the names
of each casualty and the bell was rung after each name.
We then read the names of the members of the
Association who died this year and the bell was rung
after each name.
The business meeting followed the memorial service
– the minutes of the meeting is included in this issue of
Blood & Fire.
The rest of the afternoon was used to tour the city,
drive to the beaches or use the shuttle bus to visit the
John F. Kennedy museum and library along the
University of Massachusetts on Dorchester Bay.
The dinner-dance was held in the main ballroom of
the Phillips restaurant with assigned seating. Our
computer was able to match the members of similar
companies or regiment/battery so they were seated at
the same table – which made for a congenial seating.
Sergeant Robertson and his photographer were at
the head table and the sergeant’s dress uniform was the
main attraction. The many service stripes and rank
insignia in bright yellow added to the glow of the
occasion.
The next morning the goodbyes ended a very
successful reunion with many promises to meet again
next year.

Happy Holidays!!
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63RD DIVISION ASSOCIATION, INC.
FINANCIAL REPORT
BOSTON - 61ST REUNION

Registration fees received
(Deposit Norwood Coop Bank)

November 2009
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In Memoriam

Sgt. Tina Time

Maj. Charles Soltes Jr.

$ 13, 221.00

Less: Refunds by check:
$ 207.00
291.00
321.00
188.88
1,007.00
Net Registration Fees:
Add: National Seed Funds:
Less: Nat’l hotel charges

12,214.00
$2,500.00
1,350.00
1,150.00

Funds returned to National

438.00

TOTAL FUNDS:

Sgt. Time, 22, assigned with the 208th Transportation
Company, out of Tuscon, Ariz., was killed Dec. 13, 2004,
in a vehicle accident during a sandstorm near Cedar,
Iraq. She had served as a wheeled vehicle mechanic and
convoy gunner. Friends described her as a hardworking, driven young woman who always did more
than was requested of her. She was proud of the fact
that she had completed more than 60 convoys through
Iraq and Kuwait.

Maj. Soltes, 36, voluntarily transferred to the 426th
Civil Affairs Battalion out of Upland, Calif. from the
7214th IMSU in Garden Grove, was killed on Oct. 13,
2004, in Mosul, Iraq, when his convoy was ambushed
by insurgents. He was one of two soldiers killed and five
injured. Maj. Soltes and his wife Sally shared an
optometry practice in Irvine. He also left behind two
sons, Ryan 7, and Brandan, 9, and his parents, Charles
and Nancy Soltes.

13,802.00

Less: Expenses
Bus-Brush Hill Tours
Phillips Restaurant
Adm. & supplies
D.B.’s Orchestra & DJ
TOTAL EXPENSE:
Balance in Boston account

4,065.00
6,737.00
1,500.00
1,500.00

Cpt. Peter Sinclair
13,802.00
0

Cpt. Peter Sinclair, 40, assigned to the 163rd Ord Co.
died June 12, 2008 from complications due to combat
injuries sustained while called to Active Service. Cpt.
Sinclair is survived by his parents, John and Barbara
Sinclair; his sisters Christine Sinclair Limon, Damon
Sinclair, and Jennifer Sinclair; and his brothers,
Steven and John.
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Memorial Service

In Memoriam

10:00 AM to 10:30 AM
Saturday, 15 August 2009

Sgt. James Witkowski

729th Trans. Co.
Killed in Action – Age: 32
26 OCT. 2005
Ashraf, Iraq Operation
Iraqi Freedom

shock of a hand grenade thrown at his vehicle.
Affectionately known as “Uncle Jimmy” to friends and
family, and “Ski” to fellow Soldiers, he leaves behind
his
parents, James and Barbara Witkowski of
Sgt. James Witkowski, assigned to the 257th
Surprise,
Ariz., and two sisters, Tracy and Randi.
Transportation Detachment, volunteered for duty in
Iraq and was transferred to the 729th Transportation
Company in Fresno, Calif., which mobilized in support On April 9, 2006, Sgt. Witkowski was posthumously
of Operation Iraqi Freedom in September, 2004. On awarded the Silver Star by Major General Paul E.
Oct. 26, 2005, while conducting a Combat Logistics Mock, 63D Regional Readiness Command,
Patrol near Ashraf, Iraq, Sgt. Witkowski was mortally commanding general, at the Joint Forces Training
wounded. Without regard for his own life, he provided Base, Los Alamitos, Calif. His parents were presented
suppressive fire at the enemy and absorbed the full the award on their son’s behalf.
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63RD INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION
61ST REUNION
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS
ORDER OF SERVICE
1. Pledge of Allegiance
2. Invocation - Chaplain Vincent Stratton (H-254)
3. In Memoriam - 63rd Infantry Division, WWII casualties
4. In Memoriam - 63rd Regional Readiness Command, current casualties
5. In Memoriam - 63rd Division Association, deceased members
6. Benediction - Chaplain Vincent Stratton (H-254)

63rd RRC Participation & Casualties from Operations in Iraq & Afghanistan
(FY 2001 - Present)
TOTAL SOLDIERS:
IRAQ – 5,600
AFGHANISTAN – 4,300

MALE/FEMALE:
IRAQ – 2,233/479
AFGHANISTAN – 1,256/261

TOTAL UNITS:
IRAQ – 148
AFGHANISTAN – 221

KILLED IN ACTION (KIA) – 11
WOUNDED IN ACTION (WIA) – 67

63RD INFANTRY DIVISION
WORLD WW II STATISTICS

Sgt. Chun Ning Ng
Sgt. Chun Ning Ng, 37, assigned to the 341th MP Co.
died June 19, 2008 from complications due to a medical
condition sustained while called to Active Service. Sgt.
NG is survived by his mother, Lau Sheung Ng and
father, Sun Chan Ng; his brothers, Chun Wa Ng, Chun
Ming Ng, and Dr. Chun Leun Ng; and his sister, Winnie
W. Ng.

BATTLE CASUALTIES:
873 Killed in Action
4,172 Wounded in Action
111 Of whom, died of their wounds
252 Battle Injuries
1,136 Missing in Action
6,544 Total Battle Casualties
NON-BATTLE CASUALTIES:
46 Deaths
816 Non-battle Injuries
6,327 Disease or Disability
7,189 Total Non-Battle Casualties

Total Casualties:
Battle
6,544
Non Battle 7,189
13,733
Total Deaths:
In Action
Died of Wounds
Non Battle

873
111
46
1,030
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PHOTO REPORT OF
BOSTON 61ST REUNION
Photos by Sgt. Scott Akanewich 63rd RRC and former president Bob Capasso

November 2009

In Memoriam

Sgt. Paul T. Nakamura

Sgt. Nakamura, 21, a Soldier with the 437th Medical
Company was killed June 19, 2003, in Iskandariyah,
Iraq, when a rocket propelled grenade struck his
ambulance. As an ambulance driver he made more
than 250 “runs” in Iraq and Kuwait to save Soldiers’
lives. Nakamura was from Sante Fe Springs, Calif., was
trained as a lifeguard, taught water polo and had a
fondness for high-powered “muscle” cars.
Photos of the 63rd Regional Readiness Command Rev. Vin Stratton (H-254) giving Invocation and prayers
casualties that were on easel at Memorial Services at Memorial Service, Saturday, Aug. 15, 2009.
Saturday, August 15, 2009.

Sec.-Treas. Donna LaCosse, Pres. Bob Capasso &
Command Sergeant Major Robert M. Robertson of 63rd Members attending Memorial Services – Saturday, Aug.
Regional Readiness Command who read names of 63rd 15, 2009.
RRC current casualties.
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SSG Cameron Sarno

SSG Sarno, 43, assigned with the 257th Transportation
Company out of Las Vegas, was killed Sept. 1, 2003, in
Kuwait involving a roadside vehicle accident while
performing his mission in Operation Iraqi Freedom.
SSG Sarno was a native Hawaiian, drove a concretemixer truck as a civilian and loved surfing. Friends and
family members recalled that he had an upbeat, selfless
attitude and put his Soldiers before himself. He had a
son, Cameron Takeuchi, a Soldier who has served in
Afghanistan.

SPC Carla Stewart

SPC Carla Stewart, 37, assigned to the 250th
Transportation Company, died January 28, 2007 while
serving in Iraq. She was a gunner in a HMMWV during
a convoy when a rollover occurred. She is survived by a
husband, Brendan Stewart and parents, Ed Babayan
and Emmy Aprahamian of Glendale, CA.
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QUOTES FROM LETTERS
ABOUT 61ST BOSTON REUNION
Thank you for hosting the Boston reunion. It
I hope everything went well as your fellow members
exceeded our expectations.
worked so hard to make it a success.
The Ramada Inn’s accommodations and services
Louise Mulcahy
Associate Member were very good.
The tours were well planned and interesting.
The business meetings were informative and
Thanks for such a good job.
June Nicolson complete
The buffet and dinner dance meals were excellent
Associate Member
and the band was outstanding.
It was very evident that you and your committee
Everyone seemed to enjoy these outings as I did. You
spent many hours in preparation to ensure a successful
should be very proud with the results of your effort.
Joe Freitas (B-254) reunion.
Howard Van Schoor
63rd
Signal Company
Thanks to you and your committee for an enjoyable
reunion. I know it is a lot of work. Best wishes for a year
Thank you and your team for an outstanding 61st
of many Blessings.
reunion.
We appreciate your thorough preparation and
Ruth Sandbrink
follow
through.
Associate Member
Rev. Vincent Stratton
H-254

Boxes for the troops
Dave Saltman and I recall how welcome paperback
books were in WW II to fight boredom, cold feet or
missing Mess Truck. He sent a box of books to a friend
in Baghdad who would tell him when it arrived. This
was in 2003 and it took four weeks despite the Army
telling us it would take eight months and that you had
to be a blood relative of the addressee.
I then went to the January meeting of the Patchogue
VFW Post 2012 and asked for their support in sending
books. They promptly made me chairman of a one man
operation. I got some addresses of men overseas from
friends and VFW members; consulted the Post Office
on paperwork, obtained boxes from a supermarket and
picked up book donations from a local bookstore and
the Patchogue Library. By April, I had lots of help and
we included hygiene items, snacks, CDs, and movies.
We got new addresses from the internet, set up
assembly line in the Lounge of the Post on eight tables,
and developed a network of reliable donors and
volunteer packers.
The local AMVETS Post send us hundreds of Ditty
Bags along with a hundred dollars a month for mailing
costs. The American Legion Post sends items and
money for mailing each month. The Library collects

Mike Jugan (I-253) and wife Jane.
Martin Beer (L-253) and wife Jo.

By Harold “Hal” O’Neill, VFW Post 2913

not only paperback books, but also movies, CDs and
games. Boy Scout Troops have collected pick-up loads
of donations and helped pack; Girl Scouts helped pack
during the Christmas rush as well. A few weeks ago,
eighty high school kids used our assembly line, boxes
and trucks delivering to the Post Office to bring their
donations that filled over one hundred-fifty of our large
size boxes. Local television covered this operation.
Each Wednesday our regular packers from WW II,
Korea and Nam do this paperwork and packing while
telling war stories or making up new ones. We receive
forty or more new addresses each month and send at
least fifty boxes. We have received hundreds of new
ones. We receive forty or more new addresses each
month and send at least fifty boxes. We have received
hundreds of letters and E-mails of thanks and requests.
The letters go to the Military History Institute in
Carlyle, PA for future researchers.
George Egan is co-chairman and picks up needed
items as well as delivering boxes to the Post Office.
Quartermaster John Purtz keeps careful records of
cash donations and expenses. His books are open to
- CONTINUED ON PAGE 30

Main Table guests Dinner-Dance Saturday, Aug. 15,
2009. (L-R)Jim Kontoulos, Bob Capasso, Joe Freitas and
wife Florine, Jean Capasso, Al Diaz (USAR) and Robert
Robertson (63rd RRC).

(L-R) Mike Karaffa and Rev. Vin Stratton, both H-254.

Sergeant Scott Akanewich, Photographer/Writer of 63rd
Regional Readiness Command and Jim Kontoulos (Hq
1Bn 254).

(L-R) Barbara Elder, daughter of Ruth Sandbrink,
Ruth Sandbrink (44th reunion).
Louise Mulcahy and her daughter Patricia Palumbo.
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(L-R) Jean Capasso, Florine Freitas and Vice President
Joe Freitas – aboard harbor cruise.

November 2009

(L-R) Donna LaCosse, Harold LaCosse and Grandson
Damian Iseminger.

November 2009
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Part of group attending Saturday Dinner Dance.

Command Sgt. Robert M. Robertson, 63rd Regional
Readiness Command and President Bob Caspasso (I&R254).

(L-R) Elizabeth Flood, fiancee of grandson Damian
Iseminger, Donna LaCosse and Harold LaCosse.

(L-R) Vice President Joe Freitas (B-254), Jim Kontoulos
(Hq1Bn255), President Bob Capasso (I&R 254).

President Bob Capasso - Saturday, Aug. 15, 2009.

Mike Jugan (I-253) and wife Jane along with Mario
(L-R) Ruth Sandbrink (44th consecutive reunion) and Antoci (E-253) leading dancing at Dinner-Dance
Jean Capasso.
Saturday, Aug. 15, 2009.
Pres.-Elect Ed Fowle (Hq 862) - Sat., Aug. 15, 2009.
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(L-R) Jean Capasso, Florine Freitas and Vice President
Joe Freitas – aboard harbor cruise.
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(L-R) Donna LaCosse, Harold LaCosse and Grandson
Damian Iseminger.

November 2009

23

Part of group attending Saturday Dinner Dance.

Command Sgt. Robert M. Robertson, 63rd Regional
Readiness Command and President Bob Caspasso (I&R254).

(L-R) Elizabeth Flood, fiancee of grandson Damian
Iseminger, Donna LaCosse and Harold LaCosse.

(L-R) Vice President Joe Freitas (B-254), Jim Kontoulos
(Hq1Bn255), President Bob Capasso (I&R 254).

President Bob Capasso - Saturday, Aug. 15, 2009.

Mike Jugan (I-253) and wife Jane along with Mario
(L-R) Ruth Sandbrink (44th consecutive reunion) and Antoci (E-253) leading dancing at Dinner-Dance
Jean Capasso.
Saturday, Aug. 15, 2009.
Pres.-Elect Ed Fowle (Hq 862) - Sat., Aug. 15, 2009.
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QUOTES FROM LETTERS
ABOUT 61ST BOSTON REUNION
Thank you for hosting the Boston reunion. It
I hope everything went well as your fellow members
exceeded our expectations.
worked so hard to make it a success.
The Ramada Inn’s accommodations and services
Louise Mulcahy
Associate Member were very good.
The tours were well planned and interesting.
The business meetings were informative and
Thanks for such a good job.
June Nicolson complete
The buffet and dinner dance meals were excellent
Associate Member
and the band was outstanding.
It was very evident that you and your committee
Everyone seemed to enjoy these outings as I did. You
spent many hours in preparation to ensure a successful
should be very proud with the results of your effort.
Joe Freitas (B-254) reunion.
Howard Van Schoor
63rd
Signal Company
Thanks to you and your committee for an enjoyable
reunion. I know it is a lot of work. Best wishes for a year
Thank you and your team for an outstanding 61st
of many Blessings.
reunion.
We appreciate your thorough preparation and
Ruth Sandbrink
follow
through.
Associate Member
Rev. Vincent Stratton
H-254

Boxes for the troops
Dave Saltman and I recall how welcome paperback
books were in WW II to fight boredom, cold feet or
missing Mess Truck. He sent a box of books to a friend
in Baghdad who would tell him when it arrived. This
was in 2003 and it took four weeks despite the Army
telling us it would take eight months and that you had
to be a blood relative of the addressee.
I then went to the January meeting of the Patchogue
VFW Post 2012 and asked for their support in sending
books. They promptly made me chairman of a one man
operation. I got some addresses of men overseas from
friends and VFW members; consulted the Post Office
on paperwork, obtained boxes from a supermarket and
picked up book donations from a local bookstore and
the Patchogue Library. By April, I had lots of help and
we included hygiene items, snacks, CDs, and movies.
We got new addresses from the internet, set up
assembly line in the Lounge of the Post on eight tables,
and developed a network of reliable donors and
volunteer packers.
The local AMVETS Post send us hundreds of Ditty
Bags along with a hundred dollars a month for mailing
costs. The American Legion Post sends items and
money for mailing each month. The Library collects

Mike Jugan (I-253) and wife Jane.
Martin Beer (L-253) and wife Jo.

By Harold “Hal” O’Neill, VFW Post 2913

not only paperback books, but also movies, CDs and
games. Boy Scout Troops have collected pick-up loads
of donations and helped pack; Girl Scouts helped pack
during the Christmas rush as well. A few weeks ago,
eighty high school kids used our assembly line, boxes
and trucks delivering to the Post Office to bring their
donations that filled over one hundred-fifty of our large
size boxes. Local television covered this operation.
Each Wednesday our regular packers from WW II,
Korea and Nam do this paperwork and packing while
telling war stories or making up new ones. We receive
forty or more new addresses each month and send at
least fifty boxes. We have received hundreds of new
ones. We receive forty or more new addresses each
month and send at least fifty boxes. We have received
hundreds of letters and E-mails of thanks and requests.
The letters go to the Military History Institute in
Carlyle, PA for future researchers.
George Egan is co-chairman and picks up needed
items as well as delivering boxes to the Post Office.
Quartermaster John Purtz keeps careful records of
cash donations and expenses. His books are open to
- CONTINUED ON PAGE 30

Main Table guests Dinner-Dance Saturday, Aug. 15,
2009. (L-R)Jim Kontoulos, Bob Capasso, Joe Freitas and
wife Florine, Jean Capasso, Al Diaz (USAR) and Robert
Robertson (63rd RRC).

(L-R) Mike Karaffa and Rev. Vin Stratton, both H-254.

Sergeant Scott Akanewich, Photographer/Writer of 63rd
Regional Readiness Command and Jim Kontoulos (Hq
1Bn 254).

(L-R) Barbara Elder, daughter of Ruth Sandbrink,
Ruth Sandbrink (44th reunion).
Louise Mulcahy and her daughter Patricia Palumbo.
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PHOTO REPORT OF
BOSTON 61ST REUNION
Photos by Sgt. Scott Akanewich 63rd RRC and former president Bob Capasso

November 2009

In Memoriam

Sgt. Paul T. Nakamura

Sgt. Nakamura, 21, a Soldier with the 437th Medical
Company was killed June 19, 2003, in Iskandariyah,
Iraq, when a rocket propelled grenade struck his
ambulance. As an ambulance driver he made more
than 250 “runs” in Iraq and Kuwait to save Soldiers’
lives. Nakamura was from Sante Fe Springs, Calif., was
trained as a lifeguard, taught water polo and had a
fondness for high-powered “muscle” cars.
Photos of the 63rd Regional Readiness Command Rev. Vin Stratton (H-254) giving Invocation and prayers
casualties that were on easel at Memorial Services at Memorial Service, Saturday, Aug. 15, 2009.
Saturday, August 15, 2009.

Sec.-Treas. Donna LaCosse, Pres. Bob Capasso &
Command Sergeant Major Robert M. Robertson of 63rd Members attending Memorial Services – Saturday, Aug.
Regional Readiness Command who read names of 63rd 15, 2009.
RRC current casualties.
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SSG Cameron Sarno

SSG Sarno, 43, assigned with the 257th Transportation
Company out of Las Vegas, was killed Sept. 1, 2003, in
Kuwait involving a roadside vehicle accident while
performing his mission in Operation Iraqi Freedom.
SSG Sarno was a native Hawaiian, drove a concretemixer truck as a civilian and loved surfing. Friends and
family members recalled that he had an upbeat, selfless
attitude and put his Soldiers before himself. He had a
son, Cameron Takeuchi, a Soldier who has served in
Afghanistan.

SPC Carla Stewart

SPC Carla Stewart, 37, assigned to the 250th
Transportation Company, died January 28, 2007 while
serving in Iraq. She was a gunner in a HMMWV during
a convoy when a rollover occurred. She is survived by a
husband, Brendan Stewart and parents, Ed Babayan
and Emmy Aprahamian of Glendale, CA.
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Memorial Service

In Memoriam

10:00 AM to 10:30 AM
Saturday, 15 August 2009

Sgt. James Witkowski

729th Trans. Co.
Killed in Action – Age: 32
26 OCT. 2005
Ashraf, Iraq Operation
Iraqi Freedom

shock of a hand grenade thrown at his vehicle.
Affectionately known as “Uncle Jimmy” to friends and
family, and “Ski” to fellow Soldiers, he leaves behind
his
parents, James and Barbara Witkowski of
Sgt. James Witkowski, assigned to the 257th
Surprise,
Ariz., and two sisters, Tracy and Randi.
Transportation Detachment, volunteered for duty in
Iraq and was transferred to the 729th Transportation
Company in Fresno, Calif., which mobilized in support On April 9, 2006, Sgt. Witkowski was posthumously
of Operation Iraqi Freedom in September, 2004. On awarded the Silver Star by Major General Paul E.
Oct. 26, 2005, while conducting a Combat Logistics Mock, 63D Regional Readiness Command,
Patrol near Ashraf, Iraq, Sgt. Witkowski was mortally commanding general, at the Joint Forces Training
wounded. Without regard for his own life, he provided Base, Los Alamitos, Calif. His parents were presented
suppressive fire at the enemy and absorbed the full the award on their son’s behalf.
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63RD INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION
61ST REUNION
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS
ORDER OF SERVICE
1. Pledge of Allegiance
2. Invocation - Chaplain Vincent Stratton (H-254)
3. In Memoriam - 63rd Infantry Division, WWII casualties
4. In Memoriam - 63rd Regional Readiness Command, current casualties
5. In Memoriam - 63rd Division Association, deceased members
6. Benediction - Chaplain Vincent Stratton (H-254)

63rd RRC Participation & Casualties from Operations in Iraq & Afghanistan
(FY 2001 - Present)
TOTAL SOLDIERS:
IRAQ – 5,600
AFGHANISTAN – 4,300

MALE/FEMALE:
IRAQ – 2,233/479
AFGHANISTAN – 1,256/261

TOTAL UNITS:
IRAQ – 148
AFGHANISTAN – 221

KILLED IN ACTION (KIA) – 11
WOUNDED IN ACTION (WIA) – 67

63RD INFANTRY DIVISION
WORLD WW II STATISTICS

Sgt. Chun Ning Ng
Sgt. Chun Ning Ng, 37, assigned to the 341th MP Co.
died June 19, 2008 from complications due to a medical
condition sustained while called to Active Service. Sgt.
NG is survived by his mother, Lau Sheung Ng and
father, Sun Chan Ng; his brothers, Chun Wa Ng, Chun
Ming Ng, and Dr. Chun Leun Ng; and his sister, Winnie
W. Ng.

BATTLE CASUALTIES:
873 Killed in Action
4,172 Wounded in Action
111 Of whom, died of their wounds
252 Battle Injuries
1,136 Missing in Action
6,544 Total Battle Casualties
NON-BATTLE CASUALTIES:
46 Deaths
816 Non-battle Injuries
6,327 Disease or Disability
7,189 Total Non-Battle Casualties

Total Casualties:
Battle
6,544
Non Battle 7,189
13,733
Total Deaths:
In Action
Died of Wounds
Non Battle

873
111
46
1,030
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63RD DIVISION ASSOCIATION, INC.
FINANCIAL REPORT
BOSTON - 61ST REUNION

Registration fees received
(Deposit Norwood Coop Bank)

November 2009
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In Memoriam

Sgt. Tina Time

Maj. Charles Soltes Jr.

$ 13, 221.00

Less: Refunds by check:
$ 207.00
291.00
321.00
188.88
1,007.00
Net Registration Fees:
Add: National Seed Funds:
Less: Nat’l hotel charges

12,214.00
$2,500.00
1,350.00
1,150.00

Funds returned to National

438.00

TOTAL FUNDS:

Sgt. Time, 22, assigned with the 208th Transportation
Company, out of Tuscon, Ariz., was killed Dec. 13, 2004,
in a vehicle accident during a sandstorm near Cedar,
Iraq. She had served as a wheeled vehicle mechanic and
convoy gunner. Friends described her as a hardworking, driven young woman who always did more
than was requested of her. She was proud of the fact
that she had completed more than 60 convoys through
Iraq and Kuwait.

Maj. Soltes, 36, voluntarily transferred to the 426th
Civil Affairs Battalion out of Upland, Calif. from the
7214th IMSU in Garden Grove, was killed on Oct. 13,
2004, in Mosul, Iraq, when his convoy was ambushed
by insurgents. He was one of two soldiers killed and five
injured. Maj. Soltes and his wife Sally shared an
optometry practice in Irvine. He also left behind two
sons, Ryan 7, and Brandan, 9, and his parents, Charles
and Nancy Soltes.

13,802.00

Less: Expenses
Bus-Brush Hill Tours
Phillips Restaurant
Adm. & supplies
D.B.’s Orchestra & DJ
TOTAL EXPENSE:
Balance in Boston account

4,065.00
6,737.00
1,500.00
1,500.00

Cpt. Peter Sinclair
13,802.00
0

Cpt. Peter Sinclair, 40, assigned to the 163rd Ord Co.
died June 12, 2008 from complications due to combat
injuries sustained while called to Active Service. Cpt.
Sinclair is survived by his parents, John and Barbara
Sinclair; his sisters Christine Sinclair Limon, Damon
Sinclair, and Jennifer Sinclair; and his brothers,
Steven and John.
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In Memoriam
Sgt. Joseph Nurre
Sgt. Nurre, 22, assigned to the 801st Engineer
Company out of Vallejo, Calif., and cross-leveled to
another Army Reserve unit the 463rd Engineer
Battalion, out of Weirton, W. Va., died Aug. 21, 2005,
during convoy operations in Samarra, Iraq. He was
killed when an improvised explosive device detonated
near his M916 tractor. Sgt. Nurre was remembered by
his family, fellow soldiers and his many friends as a
compassionate, affable young man with a contagious
smile. He attended California State University,
Sacramento, and loved football. He is survived by his
parents, Charlie and Leigh Nurre of Wilton, Calif.

Cpt. Sigfredo M. Pilipina

Cpt. Pilipina, 34, assigned as the 483rd Transportation
Battalion Ammunition Officer died Sept. 14, 2004,
while called to Active Service at Fort Lewis, Wash., in
support of the Global War on Terror. The 483rd was in
garrison and preparing to move to a convoy defense
training site. His unit would go on to deploy overseas in
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. He is survived by
his wife Marilyn Valencia Pilipina, his daughter Thea
Cameron Valencia Pilipina and son Christian Kyle
Pilipina.

Cpt. Sigfredo M. Pilipina

Sfc. Bolor, 37, assigned with the 137th Quartermaster
Company out of South El Monte, Calif., died Nov. 15,
2003, in a Black Hawk helicopter collision thought to
have been caused by hostile fire near Mosul, Iraq. His
unit was assigned to support the 101st Airborne
Division and he was transporting supplies to the
frontline. SFC Bolor previously served in Operation
Desert Storm in 1991. He left a wife, also named Kelly,
and a son, Kyle, 3. He was buried in Maui Memorial
Park, Hawaii.
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Summary Boston 61st Reunion
by former president Robert Capasso
The 61st reunion held at Boston August 12 - 15, 2009
was completed right on schedule and in almost perfect
weather.
The first day, Wednesday, started with registration
at the Somerset Room of the Phillips restaurant with
Donna LaCosse guarding and distributing the
registration packets – the complete attendance roster is
included in this issue of Blood & Fire.
The packed contained the identification tags, meal
and tour tickets, instructions for reunion events and a
copy of the AD booklet.
The guest of honor of the reunion was Ruth
Sandbrink of Aurora, Indiana who attended her forty
fourth (44th) consecutive reunion. She attended with
her daughter Barbar Elder who came up from Texas to
be with her.
There were five past association presidents in
attendance – Martin Beer (2002 & 2005), Bob Capasso
(1955), Tom Chatham (1994), Delbert Conroy (1973),
Ed Fowle (1978 & 1999) and Karin Froberg-Marzano
for her father Mag Froberg (1987).
The first formal event of the reunion was our annual
Mixer party held at the Restaurant. The event of the
evening was the Karioke contest whereby the lyrics of a
song are shown on a TV screen with the DJ playing the
tune and the contestant singing. Prizes were awarded
to two finalists.
The next morning at 9:30 AM we had two buses for
the City Tour and harbor cruise. The narrator on the
boat pointed out all the historical sights on shore as well
as identifying the many buildings along the waterfront.
That evening the buffet was held at the main
ballroom of the restaurant with a three piece orchestra
and vocalist providing the entertainment. Needless to
say the songs were all of our generation and the
orchestra leader led us through a sing-a-long with
many of the old tunes. The song ‘Lily Marlene’ was the
most requested and was played over and over again to
the delight of the members.
Friday morning at 10:00 AM we again had two
buses for the trip to Plymouth. The weather was ideal
for the tour of Plymouth harbor with the Rock and the
Mayflower and a walking tour of the historic buildings
bordering the harbor.
That evening we had one large bus for the shopping
tour to the center of the city. The biggest attraction was
the ride to the top of the 52 floor Prudential Tower for a
panoramic view of the city of Boston.
The next morning at 9:00 AM the executive council

met – the minutes of the meeting is included in this issue
of Blood & Fire.
At 10:00 AM the memorial service started after the
Pledge of Allegiance with Reverend Vin Stratton of H254 giving the invocation. We had invited the General
of the 63rd Regional Readiness Command to the
reunion and his letter expressing his being unable to
attend was read whereby he designated Command
Sergeant Major Robert N. Roberson to attend in his
place. The sergeant major along with
Photographer/Writer Sergeant Scott Akanewich
attended in their fatigue uniforms.
The memoriam to our casualties in World War II
was read and Rev. Stratton rang our memorial bell.
We had an easel at the entrance to the hall with
photos and biography of the eleven casualties lost in
Iraq and Afghanistan of the 63rd Regional Readiness
Command. Sergeant Major Robertson read the names
of each casualty and the bell was rung after each name.
We then read the names of the members of the
Association who died this year and the bell was rung
after each name.
The business meeting followed the memorial service
– the minutes of the meeting is included in this issue of
Blood & Fire.
The rest of the afternoon was used to tour the city,
drive to the beaches or use the shuttle bus to visit the
John F. Kennedy museum and library along the
University of Massachusetts on Dorchester Bay.
The dinner-dance was held in the main ballroom of
the Phillips restaurant with assigned seating. Our
computer was able to match the members of similar
companies or regiment/battery so they were seated at
the same table – which made for a congenial seating.
Sergeant Robertson and his photographer were at
the head table and the sergeant’s dress uniform was the
main attraction. The many service stripes and rank
insignia in bright yellow added to the glow of the
occasion.
The next morning the goodbyes ended a very
successful reunion with many promises to meet again
next year.

Happy Holidays!!
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CSM Robertson assigned in Los Alamitos, CA
Command Sergeant Major Robert N. Robertson,
Jr., entered the Army on July 9, 1973 at Ford Ord,
California, where he
completed Basic
C o m b a t Tr a i n i n g ,
graduating as the Honor
Graduate. He completed
Advanced Individual
Training at Fort Polk,
Louisiana, and spent two
years on active duty,
assigned to the 509th US
Army Artillery, US
Army Europe,
G e r m a n y . H e
transitioned into the
United States Reserve on
Command Sergeant Major Robert N. Roberson, Jr. May 9, 1976.
Command Sergeant Major,
His current duty
63rd Regional Readiness Command (RRC)
assignment is the
Command Sergeant Major for the 63rd Regional
Readiness Command in Los Alamitos, California.
Robertson has completed tours of duty at 411th
Engineer Company, Guam; 177th Transportation
Company, Camp Pendleton, 129th Hospital Company,
San Diego; 437th Ambulance Company, Los Alamitos;
6220th US Army Reserve School in Bell; 176th Medical
Group, Garden Grove; 437th Ambulance Company,
Norco; 91st Division 3rd Training Brigade, Camp
Parks; 653rd Area Support Group, March Air Reserve
Base (two tours), all in California. Other completed
tours include 653rd Area Support Group Detachment
4, Fort Leonard Wood, MO (Operating Enduring
Freedom), and 164th Corps Support Group, Mesa,
Arizona, with a tour of duty in Balad, Iraq (Operation
Iraqi Freedom).
He has held every Noncommissioned Officer
position with the exception of Battalion Command
Major. After two hours as a Brigade Operations Staff
Sergeant Major, he was appointed over his peers to the
position of Group Command Sergeant Major for the
653rd Area Support Group, March Air Reserve Based,
California.
Robertson’s military education includes: Basic
Combat Training (Honor Graduate), Advanced
Individual Training (Infantry), Primary Leadership
Course, Basic Noncommissioned Officers Course,
Advanced Noncommissioned Officers Course, First
Sergeant Course (Top 10 Percent Graduate), Battle
Staff Operations Course, Master Fitness Trainer
Course, Force Protection Unit Advisors Course, Senior

Enlisted Equal Opportunity Course, United States
Army Sergeants Major Academy, and the Command
Sergeant Major Designee Course.
He has the following Military Occupational
Specialties series and Additional Skill Indicators: 11B
(Infantryman), 42L (Administrative Specialist), 62J
(General Construction Equipment Operator), 63B
(Light Wheel Vehicle Mechanic), 91B (Medical NonCommissioned Officer), and the “H” (Instructor), “M”
(1st Sergeant), and “2S” (Master Fitness Instructor)
Additional Skill Identifiers.
Command Sergeant Major Robertson is a retired
Peace Officer with 32 years of service, 23 of those years
as a Detective with the San Diego Sheriff’s Department
in San Diego, California.

COMMAND SERGEANT MAJOR (CSM)
Enlisted soldiers who attain the distinction of being
selected by the Department of the Army for
participation in the command sergeant’s major
program are the epitome of success in their chosen
field, in this profession of arms. There is no higher
grade of rank, except Sergeant Major of the Army, for
enlisted soldiers and there is no greater honor.
The command sergeant major carries out policies
and standards of the performance, training,
appearance, and conduct of enlisted personnel. The
command sergeant advises and initiates
recommendations to the commander and staff in
matters pertaining to the local NCO support channel.
Perhaps slightly wiser and more experienced than
the first sergeant, the command sergeant major is
expected to function completely without supervision.
Like the old sage of times past, the command sergeant
major’s counsel is expected to be calm, settled and
unequivocally accurate, but with the energy and
enthusiasm that never wanes, even in the worst of
times.
Assignable to any billet in the Army, the command
sergeant major is all those things, and more, of each of
the preceding grades of rank.
The sergeant major is generally the key enlisted
member of staff elements at levels higher than
battalion. His experience and ability are equal to that
of the command sergeant major, but the sphere of
influence regarding leadership is generally limited to
those directly under his charge.
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About the flags . . .
It is becoming obvious it’s time to accept the reality
our Association will soon be forced to undergo the
process of ending our run. The last two reunions
emphasized our decreasing membership. Indianapolis
had 68 actual members and this number dropped to 48
in Boston. These figures amount to about .05% of the
total members.
I now speak for myself as a more recent member of
the Association. My first experience was at the San
Diego reunion. It was there I first saw the flags which
seem to have taken on a life of their own. It never
occurred to me the Association did not actually own
some of these. I have heard the Association actually
owns none of the flags, and I have heard we own some of
them, but nobody seems to know for certain.
I called our historian and he said he didn’t know.
Our assistant historian, who is an amazing person, said
she knew three of the flags were privately owned. She
was certain of this because she owns them.
I thought, and this thought remains with me, that we
should attempt to preserve the idea of those icons of
days gone by. As I learned of the Army Reserve, and of
the 63rd Ready Reserve Command it seemed to me this
was the ideal place for the future and permanent home
of these flags and of their history.
With the extreme cooperation of the 63rd RRC we
received an opinion from the JAG of the unit. Their
opinion was, in part... “Under AR-100, we recommend
we construe the gift of flags as an unconditional to the
63rd RRC unit fund to be used for spirit. It was suggested
we offer them on letterhead stating the flags are an
unconditional gift to the 63rd RSC Social Activities
Fund.”
It was my intention to make a personal presentation
at the business meeting in Boston; however
circumstances prevented my appearance at that venue.
Subsequent to that I saw a flurry of E-mails dealing
with the subject. None of these was correct. As of now I
do not know the exact status of these pieces of
decorated fabric. If any of the folks receiving this issue
of the Blood and Fire have accurate information as to
the flags, please send it to Donna as quickly as possible.
I know our very capable and sincere assistant historian
has a great deal of information. She is an amazing
person, and she owns three of the flags.
I also request those charged with the responsibility
of staging of the 2010 reunion try to allow sufficient
time for the entire group to participate, and possibly
vote, so this issue can be solved without bloodshed.
As I see it we have limited options: (1) Do nothing.

by Robert McCourt, I&R 254

After those who own flags reclaim them the remainder
will probably end up in someone’s basement. (2)
Attempt to place them into the Army facility in
Pennsylvania. There is a question in my mind if the
flags could be accepted there. They (the flags) are not
GI. They were purchased by a group of civilians. (3)
Possibly given to the Camp Van Dorn museum at
Centreville. This is not a 63rd location. The 99th
Division as well as a group of orphan units who trained
there can be included in the displays, or a portion of the
display(s). I also wonder if the members of the
AFRIKA KORPS, who were held there as PW’s, might
be interested in the place. They were probably there
longer than we were. (4) Passed along as a gift to the
63rd RRC, one of the few Ready Reserve Commands in
the USAR. To many of the younger generations who are
now in the Army, regular or reserve, have little or no
information about WWII except what they see in the
old movies featuring John Wayne and Frank Sinatra.
By the way, they were both draft dodgers.
It is my feeling the 63rd is very fortunate for the
opportunity to see our symbol preserved as well as
representing new generations of Americans who have
volunteered to serve their nation since the Korean
adventure and up to the present in both theaters of
action. Very few of the WWII divisions have been so
honored.
I have never seen a requirement of the necessity of
attending a reunion to voice an opinion. If those folks
who receive the Blood and Fire will jot down their
opinions and ideas and send them to Donna, it will be a
great help.
The purpose of this is to orient the entire
membership and to prevent false information that a
few members are attempting to ramrod their ideas into
action.
Thanks for you time and interest.

Happy Holidays!
NOTICE
It is no longer necessary for Life Members to
pay a surcharge of five dollars annually. That
policy was in effect for one year, and that year
ended in 2004.
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A word from your buddies . . .
253RD REGIMENT
Warren F. Neumann, C Company wrote: “The
pictures on pages 28 and 40 of the November 2007
Blood and Fire, were sent by me. I was sorry to read
about the passing of Lou Warmoth in the February
2009 issue of the magazine. He was Sgt. of the 1st
Platoon, known as the Forty Thieves. I took over as
Platoon Sgt. of the 2nd Platoon near the end of the
war.”
Joseph Perez, C Company, could not attend the
Boston Reunion because of vision problems. He and
Gladys still live at 521 Princeton Greens Ct., Sun City
Ctr, FL 33573.
Clement Capasso, E Company, reported his wife
has lost her memory and is in a nursing home, and he is
undergoing chemo treatments for lung cancer. Cards of
cheer can be sent to him at 2010 Yorktown Blvd., Toms
River, NJ 08753.
Delbert Conroyu, F Company, sent this message
after the May issue was mailed and before the reunion
in August. “As a past president (1974) I am making
plans to be in Boston this summer. I believe this is the
third reunion to be held in New England, so I won’t
miss this one. I am 84 years young and feel like I am 34!
Except for having three operations and a heart attack, I
feel good. I don’t need a cane or wheel chair!! I was just
re-elected Post commander of my VFW Post for the
28th time. We think this is a record for one member to
be elected to many times. My daughter is coming to
Boston with me.”

Boxes for the troops ...
- CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24

inspection at any time. The cost of mailing 700 boxes in
twelve months from Patchogue to New York City was
$2,800 for the fifty miles. Purtz’ records led to a large
grant from VFW National Headquarters.
We have a page of Bits of Letters and I send a copy
with thank-you letters to our donors. Some of the items
will give them a chuckle.
As of April 2006, we have sent 4,300 boxes to over
3,500 individuals in Iraq and Afghanistan. The other
boxes were second boxes that we send to anyone telling
of the safe arrival of the first box.

254 REGIMENT
Vernon Worster, G Company, wrote: “I am
wondering why I don't get any more Blood and Fire
Magazines. My membership card says I am paid up
until 2014. I am one of the original riflemen that first
took basic training at Camp Van Dorn. Then I went to
Communication School and Captain Lenig chose me as
his messenger. He was very good – let me use my own
judgment most of the time. I just tried to help
everybody who needed help. I was the one who saw the
first white flag when the Germans surrendered in
Jebshiem. I was near an old buddy, Sgt. Harold
Osborn, and he said ‘cover me, I’ll take over weapons.’
We told them they would have to use their own medics
and then I reported to the Company. I want to report
the death of my wife, Louise. She died March 8, 2009.
My 26th birthday happened while I was in the middle of
Jebshiem. I didn’t know it then, but history told me!”

255TH REGIMENT
Joe Palmer, C Company, said he and Nancy had
planned to be in Boston but she underwent surgery in
July and was unable to travel. (We hope she has a
speedy recovery and will see us in Ohio.)
William Bolak, D Company, said he was a Machine
Gun Squad Leader in combat the last four months of
the war. He also entertained the troops by playing the
accordion.
Windall Aguillard, F Company wrote: “Sorry to
inform you that my wife, Florence, passed away in
August 2008. The children and I miss her very much. I
am now 91 years and five months and getting along
fairly well. To all the Hot Shots, ‘Lache pas la patate.’
He lives at 7052 Hwy. 26, Jennings, LA 70546.
Jack H. Bayer, Headquarters Company, sent this
message: “I am also glad summer has finally arrived. It
seems the winters are getting longer every year. Phyllis
and I were married November 29, 1947. I am an old 84
and Phyllis is a young 80! She had her left knee replaced
and is recovering day by day. Our oldest
granddaughter had a baby boy, making this our first
great-grandchild. I enjoy reading the Blood and Fire
Magazine and want to thank everyone who is
- CONTINUED ON PAGE 34
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63RD INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION
HISTORIAN’S FINANCIAL REPORT TO
COUNCIL FOR 2008 - 2009
From 30-Jun-2008 to 30-June-2009 I have recorded the following:
30-Jun-2008 Checking Account Balance ......................................................................................................... $2,189.93
Orders for books, printouts, maps, patches, pins, Cds, etc., plus included postage donations, new patches and caps,
and refunds ........................................................................................................................................................$3,385.60
Available cash ....................................................................................................................................................$5,575.53
Expenses:
Postage & shipping out ......................................................................................................................................$584.08
Bank charges ........................................................................................................................................................$31.16
Map copies ..........................................................................................................................................................$201.11
Copying of 8.5 x 11 and 11 x 17 sheets, plus office supplies such as paper, printer and copier cartridges, envelopes,
binders, tapes, display magnifiers, report covers, checks + Nat’l. Veterans News Network and CDS
............................................................................................................................................................................... $818.70
Repairs old computer & setup of new HP laptop ................................................................................................ $260.00
New HP Pavilion laptop dv2915nr ....................................................................................................................... $691.19
Patches and pins ................................................................................................................................................... $617.31
Long distance phone calls ................................................................................................................................... $ 49.14
Transfer to Treasurer and refunds ......................................................................................................................$ 24.00
Travel to DeKalb & Rockford .............................................................................................................................. $47.85
Expense total ..................................................................................................................................................... $3,324.54
30-Jun-20009 Checkbook balance ................................................................................................................... $2,250.99
The small increase in cash will soon be used to replace inventory that is low for various items, and the expenses of
getting items to Karin for the Boston reunion. The sales pattern was different this fiscal year with some of the older
items not moving as before, and sales at the 2008 reunion were the best in recent years even with the small
attendance. I paid for my own new HP dv6-1245dx laptop computer that is connected to the Internet so the new
63rd computer is not exposed to possible problems. It replaced a desktop PC, which had a bad hard drive, that was
just like the 63rd one that is still in use.
William J. Scott, 3rd 63rd ID Association Historian
1-Aug-2009
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63RD INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION
HISTORIAN’S REPORT FOR 2008 - 2009
The annual unit rosters that were in the main
computer, and the new laptop computer for this
reunion showed a net loss of 78 men’s duplicate names
with data from the recent research of the alphabetical
index which has many more pages to go. The total
names, including the attached units in combat, now
have reached 70,180, with the 63rd section showing
97.71% with a serial number versus 97.62% last year.
The research has enabled the transfer or matching of
many names from the various unit unknown rosters in
the data summaries to known unit rosters.
The research of the alpha listings located a bad
entry for one man in A-263 Engr. Bn. which should
have been for another man. Pfc. Stanton S. Schroder
was KIA on 15-March-1945 with the data on the line in
the roster spreadsheet but did not show it in the “War
Dead” column to the left of the names column. The KIA
showed up for George E. Sadler who had left the
company on 22-April-1944. Some key was hit that
misplaced the KIA. The listing in the casualty
summary was correct for Schroder. All A-263 rosters
and alpha lists printed before today are wrong for this
item, so some replacements will eventually be made
after all the known corrections are made from more
editing. I hope this is the only one of this magnitude.
The current number of items that have been bought
from us or donated by us to museums now totals over
25,600 items.
The 63rd Division unit morning reports that we had
for July 1944 through November 1944 were packaged

Information
help needed
Joseph Valicenti is looking for someone who was
with the men crossing the Kocher River at Esslingen on
the evening of April 18, 1945. He is also looking for
someone who was with the units that attacked
Weckrieden on April 19, 1945. If you are willing to talk
to him about these two actions, call him at 1-678-6447305, or email him at joe.valicenti@bt.com

and sent to the Army History and Education Center in
Carlisle, PA. More will be sent as time and efforts
permit. There will be more editing from the 2008 alpha
lists after the Schroder name to refine data, get missing
data for men into their correct roster, if possible, and
find more info that will get misspelled names corrected,
along with some missing serial numbers in some units.
There will eventually be a new serial number
sorting and printing done after the alpha research
effort. Then there will be a review and analysis of the
ASNs which may solve some more mysteries about
some men. The computers will show the current roster
situation, but it will be a while before more roster and
alpha printing are done.
Another puzzle got solved last week when we
learned that Herbert Carlson of the 3rd Bn. HQ&HQ
Co.-255 and SV-255 died on May 17, 1988, and that his
name had originally been Herbert Arbitblit, who was
shown as a dropout from membership, and was
changed in 1962. Now we know why his nickname was
“Arby” and why no serial number was found for
Carlson in the military records. His widow said that his
father was Carl. Changed names has been a perpetual
puzzle in record keeping.
William J. Scott,
3rd 63rd ID Association Historian
02-August-2009
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- Letters and Opinions Multiple
outlet receptacle
Although we can no longer attend the reunions, we
often think of our WW II friends and the Associate
members, including our dear Editor, (of course!!).
We feel we should keep in touch once in awhile, but I
really can’t think of anything interesting to say! I don’t
like to write about our troubles and ailments, as I am
sure all the members have their share of those to some
extent. It has been said that one picture is worth a
thousand words, so I am enclosing the following
drawings just in case some of the members might find
them interesting.
Claude Larrabee, A 253

Looking for
information on
Alsace incident
I would like to find out if there is anyone reading the
Blood and Fire who remembers an incident that
occurred in Alsace in the winter of 1944-1945.
I was assigned to Hq-Hq Company 3rd Bn, 253 Inf.
Regt 63rd Div. west of the Sarr River. The river was
patrolled by duck trucks and by troops. In order to get
the troops to their defensive positions, they would
travel on foot after crossing a creek on a damaged
bridge.
The Bn Commander gave me instructions to check
the bridge as thoroughly as possible and remove other
demolition that had not exploded. He told me that he
wanted the bridge so that we could use it as a minimum;
jeeps with trailers for evacuation, ammo, food and
water. I took one trained demolition man with me to do
the work. After three days of work, finding and
dismantling the demolition on the bridge, we had done
as much as we could.
I informed the Bn commander and he gave me
permission to destroy the uncovered demolitions, but
before we could do that, we had to inform the civilians
of what would happen. Informing the people was
handled by our BN interpreter who happened to be a
German-American. When this was accomplished, I
informed them we would set the explosive the next day
at 10:00.
The next day at 10:00 I had my position
approximately 100 yards from the bridge, away from
the civilians, behind a large tree. I set the demolition off
and I saw a part of the abutment go up and come in my
direction. It fell through the trees, breaking limbs,
hitting the ground and me.
Checking the area, the civilians were clear, no
damage to homes, and the repair team was sent to put
the bridge back into usable condition. This was
accomplished that day.
If anyone has personal knowledge of this incident,
please contact me at 1686 Deerhaven Trl, Dacula, GA
30019-3282, or phone me at 770-831-1197.
Earl Sturm, HQ 253

- CONTINUED ON PAGE 32

32

November 2009

- Letters and Opinions - CONTINUED FROM PAGE 31

Would like to
have more
information
During a recent conversation with Robert Capasso,
I explained that my father William J. Schultz served
with the 63rd Division during World War II. I
mentioned that I was considering attending the
reunion in Boston to see if I could make contact with
someone who might have known my father. He
suggested I contact you to place a request in the Blood
and Fire for anyone who remembers my father to
please contact me.
My father passed away in 1989 and I have recently
begun to document my family genealogy. In the process
I have been trying to acquire as much information, and
learn as much as possible regarding my dad. I also
served in the military and have a great respect for all
those who have served.
Currently I am a member of the 63rd Infantry
Division Association. My home address is 6 A West Hill
Drive, Westminster, MA 01473. My phone number is
978-874-0409.
Thank you in advance for any assistance you can
give me in this matter.
Janet R. Malouin, Associate

Need to replace your DD 214?
A website has been established to provide veterans
information on how to replace lost, destroyed, or neverissued DD 214’s.
The website is:
www.members.aol.com/forvets/dd214.htm.

– Notice –
Please support the reunion committee by sending
an ad for the Souvenir Book. There is an Ad Book
Reservation Form in this issue of the Blood and
Fire for you to use and the address of Donna
LaCosse.

Little Poem For You . . .
Another year has passed
And, we’re all a little older.
Last summer felt hotter
And winter seems much colder.
There was a time not long ago
When life was quite a blast.
Now I fully understand
About living in the past.
We used to go to weddings,
football games and lunches.
Now we go to funeral homes
And after-funeral brunches.
We used to have hangovers,
From parties that were gay.
Now we suffer body aches
And wile the night away.
We used to go out dining.
And couldn’t get our fill.
Now we ask for doggie bags,
Come home and take a pill.
We used to often travel
To places near and far,
Now we get sore bottoms
From riding in the car.
We used to go to nightclubs
And drink a little booze.
Now we stay home at night
And watch the evening news.
That my friend is how life is,
And now my tale is told.
So enjoy each day and live it up ...
Before you are too darn old!

DEADLINE FOR THE
FEBRUARY 2010
ISSUE OF THE
BLOOD AND FIRE
IS ON OR BEFORE
JANUARY 1, 2010
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Happy Anniversary

NOVEMBER
2: Louree & Joseph T. Scales - HQ 862 – 1942
4: Barbara & Wilford E. Wachter - G 255 – 1950
11: Florence & Gennoro Parrella - FA 817 – 1961
12: Rita & Arnold D. Perko - F 254 – 1962
17: Elsie & Serge H. Freeman - H 255 – 1987
21: Lillian & Gilbert J. Pasquini – 1942
22: Ann & Hugh Fox - M 254 – 1986
30: Susan & Gerald A. Guess - L 253 – 1947
30: Mary & Elton H. Rogers - E 253 – 1957

DECEMBER
1: Diana & Larry Moore - Associate – 1973
8: Mary & Robert S. Olney - HQ 253 – 1984
9: Catherine & Vernon S. Morgan - L 255 – 1946
11: Mary Lou & Russ DeMar - HQ 255 – 1948
12: Helen & George Spaeth - MED 253 – 1939
17: Yolanda & John F. McKenna - M 255 – 1949
17: Sue & Tim Wade - MED 363 – 1939
18: Inge & Harold A. Steffens - M 253 – 1948
19: Mary Lou & William E. Taylor - HQ 253 – 1947
23: Louise & Bill Ahlvers - B 255 – 1961
30: Betty & Moses R. Box - HQ 253 – 1951

JANUARY
1: Doris & Herbert Cameron - FA 862 – 1949
3: Bonnie & Ken Erickson - AT 255 – 1945
7: Jane & Mike Jugan - MED. 253 – 2006
7: Josephine & Vincent Tramuta - K 255 – 1950
11: Bonnie & Edward Bundick - D 254 – 1946
21: Marian & Merlin L. Myers - FA 861 – 1939
27: Ginny & Wayne Lawrence - HQ 253 – 2001
FEBRUARY
2: Rhea & Lloyd Phillips - C 253 – 1949
6: Joan & William R. Creamer - HQ 253 – 1944
9: Caryl & Herbert Hubble - B 255 – 1952
10: Barbara & Roy Lermond - HQ 254 – 1946
14: Cortlun & Robert Clayton - C 255 - 2000
14: Debbie & Warren F. Neumann - C 253 - 1978
14: Yvette & Curtis Delahoussaye - HQ 253 – 1998
14: Jean & Elmer Chalcraft - D 254 – 1948

13

18: Jana & Edward Phillip - Associate – 2000
21: Edyth & Kenneth R. Mancini - G 254 – 1943
22: Jane & Howard L. Hannum - AT 255 - 1957
26: Frances & Charles Rhodes, Jr. - H&I 253 – 1960
27: Elva & Walter L. Stoner Jr. - MED 353 – 1949
28: Karin & David Marzano - Associate – 1986

Lost Sheep
Need To
Be Found
We need new addresses for the following people.
Listed below are the last known addresses taken from the
returned May 2009 issue of the Blood and fire. If you can
help, please call, write or email the secretary/treasurer.
Watson Campbell, B 253, 1090 Andrews Lake, #29,
Fountain Inn, SC 29644-1503.
Anthony Desantis, H 254, 1443 Gables Ave., Spring
Hill, FL 34608-5935.
Henry Roberts, D 254, 2 Lakeside Dr. #D13,
Cortland Manor, NY 10567,
Irene Siedlecki, Associate, 525 Cervevina Dr.,
Venice, FL 34292.
Charles Thomas, ENG 263, 5001 W. Florida Ave.
Spc. 2, Hemet, CA 92545-3804.
Anne Weiss, Associate, 1301 W. Maitland Blvd. Apt.
217, Maitland,FL 32751-4340.
William Williams, RECON 63, 845 Gephart Dr.,
Cumberland, MD.
Frank Warmoth, Associate, 2535 Bangor Ct.,
Snellville, GA 30078-5981.
Marion Zareski, Associate, 419 Reservoir Rd., New
Britain, CT 06052-1817.
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FINANCIAL REPORT 2009
July 31, 2008

Checking Balance
Certificate of Deposit

$ 9,947.54 - includes compound interest
25,703.12 - includes interest

July 31, 2009

Checking Balance
Certificate of Deposit

$ 3,510.40 - includes compound interest
27,052.62 - includes interest
TOTAL ASSETS: $30,563.02

Deposits

$11,340.00

Income

$10,624.72

Expenses

$16,831.60

- CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

number not guaranteed at $10 a night. Room rate is
$99, plus 12.5% tax each night. Reservation cut-off date
is July 27, 2010 at 12:01 PM.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 18
Arrive and check into hotel. Registration will be in
the Hospitality/History Room. Dinner is on your own at
hotel restaurant or an area restaurant nearby. Meet
Your Buddies in the evening. More information will
follow on time and place.

Free tour of the National Museum of the United
States Air Force.
$ 40.74
$1,318.98
$4,785.00
$2,530.00
$1,950.00
TOTAL INCOME: $10,624.72

EXPENSES LISTED
Telephone: $14.40
Copies and postage: $20.98 - Donna LaCosse
Morocco Post Office: $168.46
Ad Book Printing: $898.68
Postage to mail Ad Books: $39.88
Blood and Fire: $8,668.96
Bill Scott Reunion Expenses: $425.00
Donna LaCosse Reunion Expenses: $324.74
Fowle Reunion Expenses: $256.00
Schaefer Reunion Expenses: $225.00
Armed Forces Reunion Planners: $2,422.80
Capasso – Seed Money: $2,500.00
Charter Renewal: $15.00
Bonding Insurance: $233.89
Harold LaCosse: $69.65 – Blood & Fire returns and re-mail postage

TOTAL EXPENSES: $16,283.44
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 19

INCOME LISTED:
Interest from Checking Account
Interest from Certificate of Deposit
Dues Paid
Donations
Ad Books
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The museum is the world’s largest and oldest
military aviation museum featuring more than 400
aerospace vehicles amid more than 17-acres of indoor
exhibit space. Thousands of personal artifacts,
photographs, and documents further highlight the
people and events that comprise the Air Force
storyline, from the beginnings of military flight to
today’s war on terrorism.
The National Museum of the United States Air
Force traces its birth to 1923 at McCook Field near
Dayton; it moved to Wright Field in 1927. The museum
closed from 1940 to 1955 due to urgent need for
administrative space to support the war effort.
In 1960 local interest in aviation history led to the
creation of the Air Force Museum Foundations, Inc., to
secure funds for the museum. A nationwide fundraising campaign resulted in the construction of a new
$6 million facility in the late 1960s. President Richard
Nixon dedicated the new building in September 1971.
In 1976 the foundation donated a one-million dollar
addition to the building, and in 1988 the foundation
and federal government funded equally a major $10.8
million expansion. The IMAX Theater and atriium, a
$7.3 million project funded by the foundation, opened
in 1991. In 2002 the museum opened the $22.3 million,
200,000 square-foot, Eugene W. Kettering Cold War
Gallery. The third building is the centerpiece of major,
multi-phase expansion. The latest addition, a $3.4
million Missile and Space Gallery constructed as a
missile silo, opened in 2004.
The Air Force Museum Foundation, Inc., was
established in 1960 as a philanthropic, non-profit
organization to assist the museum when federal funds
are not available. Since its inception, the foundation

has contributed more than $45 million for museum
construction, expansion and facility upgrades. The
foundation operates the museum’s souvenir shop, the
IMAX Theater, the cafeteria and Morphis MovieRide
Simulator. It receives its funds primarily through the
operation of these activities as well as through
foundation membership, donations and bequests. Its
Website is www.afmuseum.com.
The museum is open seven days a week from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. It is closed Thanksgiving, Christmas and New
Years Day. Parking and admission are free; however,
there is a charge for the IMAX Theater. For more
information, visit the museum on the Web at
www.nationalmuseum.af.mil.
Museum Galleries include Early Years Gallery,
history of the earliest flight; Air Power Gallery, World
War II story; Modern Flight Gallery, featuring the
Korean War/Southeast Asia War; Cold War Gallery;
Missile and Space Gallery; and the Presidential and
Research and Development/Flight Test Galleries.
Outside exhibits include World War II Control
Tower, Nissen Hut and Memorial Park, and Lockheed
C-141C Hanoi Taxi.
Lunch is on your own in the Museum Café,
featuring a wide variety of fast food selections, and
several salad choices. There is a limited number of
wheelchairs/motorized wheelchairs. Early arrival for
best opportunity to acquire one, this should not be a
problem as we plan to arrive at 9 a.m.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 20
NO BUSES REQUIRED!!
Mid-Afternoon into evening, Monte Carlo Event,
featuring B 6 Wheels; Bingo; Card Games with your
buddies, and Board Games provided. Visit with all
your buddies and meet our new associates. Oodles of
surprises! Live Entertainment plus a Mid-Western
Casual dinner with lots of great food.
There will be time in the morning and early
afternoon to return to the Museum, shop at the nearby
Fairfield Mall or The Greene. You can also head out on
your own to see some of the sights in the area. A list will
be provided in the next issue of the Blood and Fire. Or,
you can visit in the Hospitality/History room. Lunch is
on your own (the hotel food is very good!)
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A word from your buddies . . .
- CONTINUED FROM PAGE 30

C. Joseph Zeiner sent me this message: “In my
declining years, I have made a major move to a Senior
Independent Living Compex. It is an Erickson Complex
called Eagles Trace in Houston, Texas, not far from
RECON
where I was living. I am in pretty good health except for
declining
eye sight and hearing problems. I will be 89
Irving Gittleman and his wife, Nathalie, live at
this
October.
I look forward to every issue of the Blood
12403 Cumpston St., Valley Village, CA 91607. He was
and
Fire
and
don’t
want to miss an issue!”
discharged June 22, 1946 and graduated from the
University of Illinois on June 18, 1953. He is a retired
Pediatric Dentist.
ENGINEERS
responsible for doing a great job.”

FIELD ARTILLERY
Albert Safranck wrote: “I was very happy to get the
Blood and Fire and read about the Combat Medic who
escaped from the Germans. Very interesting story. We
have moved into a Care Home; Marion has lived here
for a year, but I just recently moved to be with her. I am
89 years old, she is 88 years old and we just celebrated
our 65th wedding anniversary on June 25.”

Frank Duva wrote: “I want to report my change of
address. I was a resident of Painesville, Ohio and my
wife and I wintered in Florida. She passed away in 2003
and I can no longer take the cold weather. Now I am
living in Sarasota, Florida, where my daughter will be
living with me after she moves here from Ohio. I was a
truck driver first, then was transferred to Headquarter
Motor Pool as a welder. Keep sending the Blood and Fire
– I need to keep up on all the news!”

New members
Robert D. Arnold, H 253, and his wife, Margie, live
at 15042 Sunset Avenue, Oak Forest, IL 60452.
John Hendrickson, Associate, is the son of the late
Maurice “Red” Hendrickson, AT 255. He and his wife,
Christine, live at 2395 Foxtail Lane N, Mandan, ND
58554.
Beverly Houghton, USAR, and her husband,
Milton, live at 11307 Martha Ann Drive, Los Alamitos,
CA 90720.
Damian Iseminger, Associate, is a Music Librarian
at the New England Conservatory in Boston. He was
married to Beth Flood on October 10, 2009 and she is a
Music Librarian at Harvard. They live at 48 Edgecliff
Rd., Watertown, MA 02472. He is the grandson of
Harold (and Donna) LaCosse, F 254.
Burton Jenkins, A 254 lives at 52 Hidden Road,
Andover, MA 01810.
Joyce M. Schewene, Associate, and her husband,
Paul, also an Associate member, live at 608 Oak St.,
Newport, KY 41071.
Anthony J. Tolomeo Jr., B 255, lives at 14690 SW

20th St., Davie, FL 33325.
Christine Tompkins-Qusba, Associate, lives at 7480
Highview Dr., Greendale, WI 53129. She is the
daughter of the late Willis H. Tompkins, FA 861.
Colleen Toscano, Associate, lives at 25 Pinlock Dr.,
Gals Ferry, CT 063345. She is the daughter of Delbert
Conroy, F 253.
Lawrence R. Trevor, RECON, lives at 500 Powell
Road, Easthampton, NJ 08060.
Tamara L. Zimmerman, Associate, is the
granddaughter of Joseph T. Zimmerman, L 255. She
lives at 1100 E. 103rd St., Mulvane, KS 67110.

send all articles
and photos to:
Donna LaCosse
PO Box 86
Morocco, IN 47963
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Deaths . . .
- CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

Marci Rombach, widow of Horace Gene Rombach,
F 254, died December 2007.
Rosemary Schlocker, wife of Leo M. Schlocker,
associate, died September 18, 2008.
Kathleen Slate, wife of Herb Slate, H 254, died
November 18, 2008.
Norma Tenney, wife of Frank E. Tenney, Associate
Member, died February 19, 2009.
Tillie Tirelli, widow of Louis Tirelli, C 253, died
March 21, 2008.

We meet
the Russians

unlimited supply. The most wanted watch was a
Mickey Mouse watch. Jeweled movements, water
proofed, fancy straps, etc. meant nothing. A Mickey
Mouse watch brought fifty dollars or more. One
enterprising G.I. tried removing the watch crystal and
gluing a paper picture of Mickey on the watch face. Two
days later we found him beaten unconscious.
A few days later, I was sent into a Russian occupied
town for what I recall not, and watched the take over of
a German house. All furniture, except for bedding was
thrown in the yard. The bathroom was used for
sleeping and the yard for a latrine. One man made
more room by removing the toilet bowl. I had to show
them how to shut off the water in the cellar.
The following was sworn to by others, so I pass it on.
One Ivan noticed that in a German house whenever he
turned a handle, water came out. When his unit moved
he ripped the handle (faucet), and a piece of the
attached pipe out of the wall. At the next place he was
billeted, he stuck the pipe in the wall, turned the handle
and waited for the water to gush out.
Overnight the white Russian troops were replaced
by Mongolians that spoke neither Russian nor English.
This cut out contacts down to dumb-show barter.

By Harold “Hal” O’Neill, SIG 563

Our radio section had been picking up Russian
radio traffic for days before we reached the river Elbe,
south of Magdeburg. Our bridgehead across the river
was withdrawn soon after the Russian troop arrived.
The G.I.s and Ivans celebrated with impromptu parties
and many toasts accompanied by mostly
incomprehensible speeches. After a few hours things
began to blur for a good many Americans and
Russians.
I remember an elaborate Russian drink in a tall
glass with different colored layers of liquors and a raw
egg yolk in the bottom. The trick was to swallow the egg
yolk without breaking it in your teeth. The idea was to
let your tonsils break the yolk as it passed. Most of us
gagged, choked, or sprayed flecks of yolk over those
near-by.
One of the Russian trucks had a woman driver who
spoke some English. It was Lend-Lease Chevrolet, one
a-and-a-half ton. She told us it was made in the Russian
Siberian city of Detroitsky and was a no-shift model.
We discovered it was jammed in second gear and she
had driven it for hundreds of miles in second. To
reverse, she had men push it. She used the floor shift to
hang her helmet on.
Business began almost at once for German, U.S. and
Russian pistols, knives, helmets, insignia, etc. Then
there was a boom in wristwatches in exchange for U.S.
Occupation marks. The Russians seemed to have an

LET US SALUTE OUR
FLAG AND REMEMBER
WHAT IT SIGNIFIES
When the flag of our country goes rippling by,
We should stop and salute it, remembering why;
For its colors and pattern that wave in the sky
From a history lesson that
we should apply
When we’re teaching our
children what they signify,
Of the lives that were given
when men had to die.
To p re s e r v e a l l t h e
freedoms on which we rely;
And the blessings they
bring, which we cannot deny.
At the place where we
worship, the lessons imply
We should pray to our
Father, whom we glorify,
That the flag of our nation,
that’s waving on high,
Will forever in freedom be able to fly.
— Gloria Nowak
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DEATHS 2008 - 2009
Ted L. Baginski - A 254 - Nov. 15, 2008
Hartley G. Batchelder Jr. - A 255 - June 16, 2008
Mordicai Bauman - SV 255 - May 16, 2007
Fr. Edward Bawiec - HQ 63 - October 17, 2008
Rex Beavers - A 253 - July 23, 2008
Roy Bengston - AT 253 - November 8, 2007
Steven Bernat - FA 718 - March 7, 2009
Hugo S. Boettcher - D 254 - January 26, 2008
George E. Boutwell - E 255 - Sept. 23, 1982
Lewis Bracy - H 254 - June 17, 2009
Perry L. Bridges - MED 255 - Aug. 9, 2008
Frederick R. Burger - I 254 - March 4, 2009
George Bushnell - K 255 - Deceased Unknown
Charles L. Cadle - HQ 254 - August 3, 2008
Louis Campbell - QM 64 - April 11, 2009
Herbert Carlson - HQ 255 - May 1988
John H. Cassinelli - AT 254 - Nov. 21, 2008
Harvey A. Carrow - A 254 - September 18, 2008
William T. Commisky - SIG 563 - July 2009
Carlton Guy Core - K 253 - October 24, 2008
Robert E. Crane - H 254 - August 26, 2008
James Crawford - AT - May 19, 2009
Alf Crutchfield - I 254 - April 26, 2009
Tony Douglas - I 253 - Dec. 7, 2007
James L. Driscoll - H 253 - Aug. 8, 2008
James A. Eck - FA 862 - Oct. 26, 2008
Lawrence Ernest - F 253 - Jan. 29, 2009
Grady M. Esco - K 254 - May 1, 2009
Joseph H. Fennel - I 255 - Mar. 25, 2008
Caleb J. Fisher - D 254 - Mar. 23, 2006
Robert Follick - C 255 - Nbov. 10, 2008
Francis McGowan - A 253 - Feb. 18, 2009
Leo Grzych - MED 263 - April 1, 2009
Robert E. Herzler - SV 255 - March 16, 2008
William S. Hopps - SV 253 - January 20, 2009
Walter C. Hubbard III - H 254 - Dec. 30, 2003
Keith Johnson - C 254 - October 11, 2008
Theodore Katsavos - REC 63 - Feb. 25, 2008
Robert H. Kelsen - C 255 - September 14, 2008
John H. “Jack” Kerins - D 255 - June 26, 2009
Irving “Fred” Koffman - MED 253 - Jan. 5, 2009
William Kraemer - A 255 - March 24, 2005
Richard R. Kretschmer - ENG. 263 - Feb. 14, 2009
Joseph H. Leighton - H 254 - 1961
Matthew E. Maggiroe - FA 863 - June 22, 2008
Henry L. Markley - FA 63 - March 7, 2008
Joseph M. Martillotti - F 255 - April 2009

William C. Matis - HQ 255 - May 2001
Kenneth Miller - G 254 - November 27, 2005
Sylvan Moskowitz - L 255 - November 2008
Anthony Mucciolo - SIG 563 - June 11, 2009
Wilbur L. Mumford - M 255 - December 9,m 2008
Gordon “Shorty” Myers - HQ 253 - Nov. 28, 2008
Harry M. Nicolson - L 253 - October 24, 2008
Orville Oehler - F 254 - December 29, 2008
Robert E. “Roy” Parke - B 254 - June 5, 2008
William Pillsbury - HQ 63 - February 1, 2009
Alfred Rehm - MED 253 - August 5, 2008
John Reid - FA 863 - November 24, 2008
William B. Robinson - G 253 - April 16, 2009
Glen Rovenhagen - M 255 - August 13, 2008
Anthony W. Santora - FA 862 - July 24, 2009
Frank Schaafsma - F 253 - July 9, 2009
James A. Shriver - MED 363 - Nov. 29, 2008
Daniel Skiba - HQ 863 - June 12, 2007
Albert G. Smith - HQ 253 - June 3, 2009
Alfred H. Swackhamer - A 253 - Oct. 6, 2008
Henry Wade Talbert - M 253 - June 9, 2008
Paul B. Taylor - B 255 - March 7, 2009
Alvis Teague - I 255 - October 3, 2008
Carlton Togstad - HQ 253 - January 2008
Edgar Torrence - G 254 - February 17, 2009
Louis Warmouth - C 253 - January 2, 2009
Willard Whittaker - FA 862 - August 22, 2008
Edward Zareski - FA 863 - December 15, 2007

SPOUSE DEATH
Mardellya Mary Anders, wife of Dr. Ray Leslie
Anders, MED 363, died September 19, 2008.
Florence Brown, widow of Archie Brown, FA 63,
died February 7, 2009.
Dorene Bungert, wife of Gerald Bungert, FA 718,
died May 2, 2008.
Phyllis Dennison, wife of Claude Dennison, A 253,
died April 28, 2008.
Dorothy M. Harris, widow of Thurman R. Harris,
M 255, died February 3, 2009.
Marjorie Hiles, wife of Roland Hiles, A 253, died
June 20, 2009.
Margaret Falkenstien, widow of Joseph P.
Falkenstien, H 253, died 2008.
Rebecca Keeney, wife of James Keeney, B 255, died
February 29, 2009.
Vivian Olson, widow of Howard Olson, ART 63,
died 2007.
- CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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Charles Eubanks: Always a soldier
When Charles W, Eubanks graduated from
high school in Pontotoc, Mississippi, he traveled to
Tupelo to work at a copper factory, but was quickly
transferred to Connecticut, where his job was plating
pipes for planes and ships. At the age of eighteen, he
returned to his home in Mississippi and volunteered for
the Army.
He completed basic training at Camp Van
Dorn, Mississippi where it rained every day of his
training. After completing basic training, he went to
New Jersey, and from New Jersey to England with
thousands of other soldiers. As a member of the 116th
Infantry Regiment of the 29th Division, he was in the
first assault wave to hit the beaches at Normandy on Dth
Day, June 6, 1944. Then the 29 Division fought its way
toward St., Lo, weathering heavy fighting in the
hedgerows of France.
On June 11, 1944, just before the fall of night
and after digging 13 foxholes, Eubanks’ commanding
officer issued a warning not to shoot at low flying
planes, who would be pretending to be hit, but were
actually looking for the enemy line and Allied
headquarters. A fellow soldier chose not to follow
instructions, fired at one of the planes and the plane
fired back. Eubanks received shrapnel in his leg and
lost the hearing in one ear. He waited five days for help
and was eventually returned to a hospital in Liverpool,
England, where he recuperated until the first week in
October.
Because the Army thought he had died, they
notified his mother of his death. He still has the letter,
dog tags and a New Testament the Army sent her. They
also sent her a check for the $2.60 he had on his person
at the time of “his death.” Later the Red Cross notified
his mother that he was still alive after which he had to
be issued new dog tags. Eubanks had to learn to walk
again after a hospital visit from an Army major took his
crutches with him when he left the hospital after that
visit.
While recuperating in the hospital he met a
nurse's aide by the name of Cynthia James and his life
was to change after that, and there was still a war to
fight.
Two months out of the hospital, Eubanks was
once again with 116th and making his way toward
Belgium, fighting in battles all the way. It was still 1944
and he was twenty years old.
The six-weeks of the Battle of the Bulge was
fought in below freezing weather and was the largest
battle the Army ever fought and the largest battle it

ever came close to losing. At this time, Eubanks was
stationed in the port town of Antwerp in order to
protect the port from the Germans. He said that some
of the days were so cold the weapons would not fire, but
it was better where he was than it was in Ardennes,
where there were frozen toes and fingers.
The weather broke on Christmas Eve and then
the Allied planes came in and broke through the
German advances. The Battle of the Bulge was the last
major blow to the Germans.
th
After this battle, he was reassigned to the 755
Military Police Battalion and was shipped to Berlin for
occupation duty.
He returned home in 1946 and arranged for the
passage of his nurse's aide! Miss Cynthia James
crossed the Atlantic safely and they were married for
57 years before she passed away in 2004. During this
time, she completed her nurses training and graduated
in the same class as their daughter, Anne in 1977.
Charles and Cynthia were the parents of three
children, Annie Eubanks McKay, Gail Eubanks Petty
and Keith Eubanks.

- CONTINUED ON PAGE 36
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Charles Eubanks . . .
- CONTINUED FROM PAGE 35

He doesn’t think anyone really wins a war. He can
still recall the odor of the battlefields, the corpses of
animals and humans and the raiding of the cities by the
Russians. One very fond memory of the war brings to
mind the gift of a ring he received from a camp
prisoner. While on occupation duty at a concentration
camp, a prisoner asked him for some the tin from a

crashed airplane. The man carved him a ring, inscribed
with Eubanks’ initials and inlaid with scraps made
from toothbrush handles.
His fondest memories include the prize of a
redheaded nurse, the connections he’s made with other
veterans, and the close bond he has with his
granddaughter, Sara.
Long retired from the insurance and coin business,
Eubanks has lived in West Point since returning from
war and is active in several organizations.

Hiles awarded Legion of Honor Medal
Roland Hiles, A 253, received a letter in May from
the French Consulate in Chicago, informing him he
would be presented the Legion of Honor Award during
a ceremony held in Indianapolis in September.
The Legion of Honor is the highest honor that
France can bestow upon those who have achieved
remarkable deeds for France.
Through this award, the French government pays
tribute to the soldiers who did so much for France and
Western Europe, more than 60 years ago, during World
War II.
Hiles was one of the original men at Camp Van
Dorn, but was soon transferred to the 90th Division. He
went overseas to take part in the Normandy invasion,
and spent his 19th birthday, June 25, 1944, in a foxhole
in France.
This was when he found himself the squad leader, a
battlefield promotion he received because eight or ten
sergeants had been killed and someone had to be the
leader. Hiles was given this task because he had
completed several weeks of combat experience
compared to the “newbies” in his squad, who had very
little.
On July 7, 1944, the unit was taken prisoner by the
Germans. He was hunkered down with his squadron
outside the village of Beaucoudray in northwestern
France, surrounded by enemies. They had run out of
everything including food, water, and ammunition and
they had no choice but to surrender.
For the next eleven months, he was transferred to
various prison camps around Germany. He lived on
bread and “grass soup” and an occasional piece of
cheese. This equaled about 600 calories a day, so he
dropped from his normal 174 pounds to a thin 100
pounds by the time he rejoined American troops in May
1945.
“I never thought I wasn’t going to make it back,”
Hiles said. “I never lost my faith.”
The ceremony took place on the steps of the Indiana

War Memorial on Friday, September 18, 2009. More
than one hundred people, mainly veterans or their
families, attended the ceremony. A medley of service
tunes and patriotic music was played by the 38th
Division Band and a bagpipe performed “Amazing
Grace.” A bugler offered “Taps” and three Black Hawk
helicopters of the 38th Combat Aviation Brigade ended
the ceremony with a flyover.
Wreaths were presented for POWs and MIAs of all
five time periods and the ceremony was punctuated by
the rining of a bell from the USS Indianapolis, which
had sunk in the Pacific during World War II. Two white
doves were released to symbolize peace and God’s
blessing on the United States.
Indianapolis Mayor Greg Ballard, a 23-year
member of the US Marine Corps urged citizens to
appreciate the sacrifices of those now in the armed
services and their families.
The somber rituals and dignified gestures of respect
were for Hiles and veterans like him. “There are fewer
and fewer of them,” said Joseph Cunningham,
commander of the Hoosier Chapter of Ed-POWs. He
said that 34 of the 800 former POWs who live in
Indiana have died this past year.
Hiles, 84, a 1943 graduate of Tech High School in
Indianapolis, joined the Army right after graduation
and, a year later, found himself in the middle of a huge
war, with nowhere to go but to a prison camp.

2010
REUNION
The 2010 National Reunion will take place in Ohio
– a hop, skip and jump from Dayton.
The place to gather is the Holiday Inn in Fairborn.
Date of the reunion is August 18 - 21.
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Members attending . . .
Nicolson’s guests: Scott Nicolson and his son.
David and Ruth Pardoe, AT 255, 25 Sampson Rd.,
Huntington, MA 01050.
Pardoe guests: William and Nancy Pardoe.
Richard Parrack, Associate, 260 Sherbrook Blvd.,
Upper Darby, PA 19082.
Richard’s brother: Robert Parrack.
Domenick and Mae Pecchia, H 255, 8550 Grand
Ave. #402, River Grove, IL 60171.
Margaret vonPentz, Associate, 110 Hasbrouck Rd.,
Goshen, NY 10924.
Jaclyn Potts, Associate, 327 W. First St., Springfield,
OH, 45504.
Pott’s guests: Brian Potts and Angie Potts.
Dorothy Richards, Associate, 61 Arlington Ave.,
Auburn, NY 13021.
Guest: John Sawam.
Robert Robertson, RRC, 4235 Yorktown Ave., Los

- CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

Alamitos, CA 90720.
Ruth Sandbrink, Associate, 809 Westside Dr.,
Aurora, IN 47001.
Ruth’s daughter: Barbara Elder.
Sam Spangler, Hq 3bn 254, 300 W. Canterbury Dr.,
Winchester, VA 22603.
Guests: Richard, Melanie, Eric, Clare and Calum
Lewis.
Steve and Margaret Stetzko, Hq 2bn 254, 309 A
Ryders La, Milltown, NJ 08850.
Rev. Vincent Stratton, H 254, 981 Kathryn St.,
Indiana, PA 15701.
Sam and Han Sue, K 255, 1035 West Dr., North
Merrick, NY 11566.
James and Carolyn Taylor, F 254, 237 Carolina
Mdws Villa, Chapel Hill, NC 27517.
Howard and Elsie Van Schoor, SIG 563, 8192 Forest
Lane, Mentor, OH 44060.

Stateside
by Harold O'Neill, 83rd Signal

The two story barracks had two sergeant's rooms on
each floor while the rest of us had bunks in a common
room. Two sergeants sharing an upstairs room usually
came in roaring drunk at two in the morning. They
turned the lights on, dumped sleepers on the floor and
blasted on a bugle one thought he could play. After a
scuffle that left some with black eyes, bleeding noses
and several smashed bunks, the pair were tied up and
left under a cold shower until dawn. This only had a
temporary effect. The next time they brought a dozen
friends and the brawl brought the MP's. Under
company punishment the whole barrack lost all passes
and drew extra duty.
Word came that the two sergeants were to be
transferred as cadre for another division. Revenge
would have to be quick. While several offered the
sergeants free liquor and told them how we would miss
them, others worked swiftly in their room. The lights
were disabled, the windows painted black and nailed
shut, and the doorknobs fixed to come apart. As soon as
they were stumbling drunk they were put to bed by us,
their buddies. When snores indicated a sound sleep, six
stray dogs lured by hamburger were put in the room.
The door was nailed shut and we waited.
Sometime after midnight, one of the sergeants awoke
with a heavy weight on his chest. He tried to move and it

growled at him. He arose screaming as a heavy, furry
shape knocked him down. The lights wouldn't work
and the door would not open. His buddy was yelling and
cursing as dogs barked and dashed around the small
room. They finally broke a window and got out on the
roof.
A final touch – they both had fleas!

Oops!
I Goofed!!
Well, I goofed again!! I couldn’t goof in just one
publication like the May issue of the Blood and Fire, but
I managed to do it again in the Souvenir Ad book.
The story, A Combat Medics’ Escape and Escapades,
beginning on page 20, was written by Bill Shier, Med
253.
At the bottom of every page in the Souvenir Book, I
told you this was the 60th reunion and that was a really
big “boo-boo”, the reunion in Boston was the 61st
anniversary for our Association.
If there were other mistakes, I am not aware of them,
so “catch me up” if you find one!
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---------------------------------------------------------------------1.2" CREST PINS w/2 clutch pins-------------------------------------------------------------253rd Infantry Regiment with motto.. "QUINTA ESSENTIA" (The Quintessence).....................................................................................Not avail.
254th Infantry Regiment with motto.."DEATH BEFORE DEFEAT"..........................................................................................................$5 ea.___
255th Infantry Regiment with motto. ."COR FERREUM" (Heart of Steel)..................................................................................................$5 ea.___
Colored pin description w/honors & 63rd Div. emblems..............................................253rd ___ ,
254th ___, 255th___
$1 ea.___
--------------------------------------------------------------------HAT PINS & BOLA TIES-----------------------------------------------------------------------63rd Inf. Div. Patch pin ______ Combat Infantryman Badge pin ______ Combat Medic Badge pin ______ ........................................$4 ea. ___
Ranger Badge pin___,
Silver Star Medal pin ___,
Bronze Star Medal pin ___...................................................................$4 ea.___
Purple Heart Medal pin___,
Presidential Unit Citation Badge pin ___, Infantry pin___ ..............................................................$4 ea.___
MP pin ___, POW Medal pin ___, Field Artillery pin ___, Corps of Engineers pin ____ .................................................................$4 ea. ___
Quartermaster pin___, Signal Corps pin ___, Ruptured Duck pin ___, 7th Army Patch pin___ .....................................................$4 ea. ___
Europe Africa Middle East pin ___,
WWII Victory Medal pin___, Army of Occupation pin ___ .....................................................$4 ea.___
Full Size Expert Infantry Badge ___,
Full Size Presidential Unit Citation Badge ___ .......................................................................$5 ea. ___
63rd Inf. Div. deluxe bola tie with black cord___, gold cord ___ ..................................................................................................... $10 ea. ___
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------UNIT & ORGANIZATION AWARDS COPIES--------------------------------Presidential Unit Citations copy: 2nd Bn.-253rd ___, 1st Bn.-254th ___, 3rd Bn.-254th ___ .........................................................$2 ea. ___
Pres. Unit Citation narrative for 3rd Bn. and Co. A & B-253rd Inf ................................................................................................................$1 ea. ___
French Croix deGuerre w/Palm for 254th Inf:.........................8.5" x 11" $5 ea. ___
____
---------------------------------------------------------------------- COMPACT DISKS FOR MICROSOFT WINDOWS SYSTEMS----------------------95 of 1943-45 Blood & Fire issues ___, 63rd Div. General Orders for medals, etc. ___,......................................................................... $10 ea. ___
853 page updated "Chronicles" history book w/photos, rosters, alpha list..................................................................................................$15 ea. ___
Histories w/photos, rosters, & other info: 253rd ___, 254th ___ ............................................................................................................$12 ea. ___
255th ___, All Artillery ___, 263rd Engineer & 363 Medical Bns. ___ .............................................................................................. $12 ea.___
Special Troops: HQ&HQ Co., Band, MP, QM. Recon, Signal, Ordnance ___ ...........................................................................................$12 ea. ___
Combat Months Unit Morning Reports 12/44 - 5/45: 253rd ___, 254th ___, 255th ___, ....................................................................$10 ea. ___
Artillery ___, 263rd Engineer & 363 Medical Bns. ___......................................................................................................................... $10 ea. ___
Special Troops: HQ&HQ Co., Band, MP, QM, Recon, Signal, Ordnance ___ ...........................................................................................$10 ea. ___
63rd Pictorial history w/1,000+ stateside, combat & occupation scenes................................................................................................... $12 ea. ___
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------CAPS--------------------------------------------------------------------Bright white cap and bill, with adjustable white rear net for spring, summer or fall........................................................ NEW ..................$10 ea. ___
Light blue cap and bill, with adjustable blue rear net for spring, summer or fall..........................................................................................$10 ea. ___
Light blue cap and bill, with solid light blue adjustable rear for fall or winter..............................................................................................$10 ea. ___
The new 63rd patch emblem has "BLOOD & FIRE" and "63rd INFANTRY DIV," like the "C" patch on the other page.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------CHALLENGE COINS-------------------------------------------------------------1.5" 63rd Infantry Division Antique Bronze Challenge Coin with plastic bag ...................................................................................... $10 ea. ___
1.5" 254th Infantry Regiment Antique Bronze Challenge Coin with plastic pocket case............................................................................$10 ea.___
1.5" 254th Infantry Regiment Brilliant Gold Challenge Coin with plastic pocket case................................................................................$10 ea.___
3.5" x 3.5" x 1.25" Dark Blue Coin Presentation Case..................................................................................................................................$5 ea.___
October 2009 form #67

Check # _____ TOTAL

$ ___________

Mail To: BILL SCOTT, 63RD DIV. HISTORIAN, 407 S. WALNUT ST., SYCAMORE, IL 60178-2234
(Make check or money order to: 63RD DIV. HISTORY FUND) - - - PLEASE USE ADDRESS STICKER OR PRINT CAREFULLY

NAME: _____________________________________________________________ UNIT(S): ____________________________________
STREET: __________________________________________________ APT. ____________________ P.O. BOX: ____________________
CITY: ____________________________________________________________________ STATE: ______________ ZIP: ______ - ______
SPOUSE: ___________________________________________________________ TELEPHONE: ( ______ ) __________ - ____________
E-MAIL ADDRESS: __________________________________________________

FAX: (____________) ____________ - ___________

I AM THE:__________________________________________________OF ____________________________________________
(SON, GRANDSON, DAUGHTER, BROTHER?)

63RD VET’S NAME
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Boston men’s meeting
The 61st annual business meeting of the 63rd
Infantry Division Association took place at 10:30 a.m.
in Boston on Saturday, August 15, 2009. The pledge to
the flag was repeated and the invocation was given by
the Rev. Vin Stratton.
President Bob Capasso determined the reunion a
huge success and thanked his committee of Joe Freitas
and Jim Kontoules for their help during the event.
The minutes of the 2008 meeting were read and
approved by a motion made by Edgar Moutoux and
seconded by Bill Brynes.
The treasurer’s report was filed for audit when Al
Diaz made a motion and it was seconded by Otto
Metzer.
The Blood and Fire report was accepted as
presented, after which a motion was made, seconded
and carried that the editor could remove up to $10,000
from the Certificate of Deposit for operating expenses.
Assistant historian, Karin Froberg-Marzano
presented the history report prepared by Bill Scott.
Scott reported he had purchased a new lap top
computer with money from the history fund. Ed Fowle
made a motion the report be accepted; Tom Chatham
seconded the motion and it carried.
Command Sergeant Major Richardson spoke about
the RRC Association in the California area, after which
he presented the Point of Excellence award to Bob
Capasso.
The following list of officers nominated for election,
and for appointment, by the Executive Council, was
presented for general membership acceptance: Ed
Fowle, president; John Dietrick, first vice; John (Jack)
Linscott, second vice; Donna LaCosse, secretarytreasurer; Bill Scott, historian; Karin FrobergMarzano, assistant historian; Fred Clinton,
webmaster; Mike Thomson, assistant webmaster and
Donna LaCosse, editor of the Blood and Fire. The slate
was accepted.
Ed Fowle presented the plans for the 2010 reunion
that will be held in Fairborn, Ohio. Stay at the Holiday
Inn, a five-star facility, will be $99 each night, plus tax.
There will be shuttle service from the hotel to the
airport and to the Air Force museum. Most all the
activities will take place at the hotel, however, a tour of
the Air Force Museum has been planned.
Bonnie Erickson presented North Platte, Nebraska
as a proposal for the 2011 reunion and Archie
Kumasaka proposed having the reunion in historic
New Jersey. A show of hands indicated Nebraska as the

favored site. Edgar Moutoux made a motion Erickson
and Kumasaka send their proposals, in detail, to be
published in the November issue of the Blood and Fire.
Otto Metzer seconded the motion and it carried.
A discussion concerning the flags ensued with the
following suggestions: 1) the flags to be given to the
RRC Association, 2) allow the RRC Association to be
custodians of the flags, or, 3) buy a set of flags to give to
the RRC Association. Karin Froberg-Marzano said she
owned three of the flags and she was only loaning them
to the 63rd Infantry Division for display at the annual
reunions. She bought the flags in memory of her father
and is not ready to lose control of them.
To replace the flags would cost a “nice lump of
change,” which the Association cannot afford at this
time. Al Diaz made a motion the flag issue be discussed
again at the 2010 reunion Motion seconded and
carried.
Ed Fowle reminded members that policies were
adapted in 2003 that took care of the disposal of the
flags if and when the Association ceased to exist.
Martin Beer made a motion the council members
whose term ended in 2009, be asked to fill the term
ending in 2012. Motion was seconded and carried.
Those remaining on the council, and whose term of
office expires in 2012 are: Herman Fabiani; William
Byrnes; David Montgomery; Archie Kumasaka;
Howard Van Schoor, and Alfred Diaz.
The meeting was adjourned at 11:50 a.m.

Fireball
by Hal O’Neill

During the 1950’s the Pentagon came up with a plan
to use the 77th Reserve Division to direct refugees in
case of an atom bomb attack on New York City. Many
of us pointed out that it would be impossible to
assemble men and equipment after the bomb dropped.
The roads and bridges would be jammed with refugees.
No one listened.
Fireball was the alert word and I forgot about it
until a hot summer Friday morning when I got a phone
call. Fireball Practice Alert – be in your assigned area
by Saturday morning. The Signal Company meeting
center and warehouse was in Manhattan and our
- CONTINUED ON PAGE 38
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Boston reunion Executive Council meeting
The 61st Executive Council meeting took place in
Boston on Saturday, August 15, 2009 at 9 a.m. Present
were Robert Capasso, Joe Freitas, Donna LaCosse,
Karin Froberg-Marzano, Bill Byrnes, Alfred Diaz,
David Montgomery, Archie Kumasaka, Howard Van
Schoor, Vern Altberg, Kenneth Erickson, Tom
Chatham, Edgar Moutoux, Sam Spangler, and Gale
Hammond. Harold LaCosse was also present as were
several of the wives.
President Capasso presided over the business
meeting and gave a brief summary of the planning of
the 2009 reunion.
The minutes of the 2008 meeting were read and
approved after one correction was made in the slate of
officers. Robert Capasso was the reunion treasurer, not
the Association Treasurer. Al Diaz made the motion to
accept the report; Howard Van Schoor seconded the
motion and it carried.
Karin Froberg-Marzano, Assistant Historian, gave
the Historian’s report in the absence of Bill Scott. The
report was accepted as presented.
The treasurer’s report was given after which Al
Diaz made a motion the report be filed for audit. Edgar
Moutoux seconded the motion and it carried.
A discussion ensued concerning the cost of the 2008
reunion over and above what the Armed Forces
Reunion Planners needed. It was determined that the
number of members planning to attend the reunion not
be given to the “vendors” until closer to the time of the
event. This would prevent paying for rooms, dinners,
tours, etc. for those who had to cancel the reunion after
making reservations.
Also discussed was the ownership of the flags and
what should (could) be done with them if and when the
association no longer exists. The issue was tabled until a
later date.
LaCosse asked Council Members for permission to
remove $10,000 from the Certificate of Deposit, place
that sum in the checking account so she would have
operating funds. Al Diaz made the motion she
withdraw up to $10,000 for use in the checking
account; Archie Kumasaka seconded the motion and it
carried.
Al Diaz also made a motion the date of maturity for
the Certificate of Deposit be changed to May instead of
September. Martin Beer seconded the motion and it
carried.
The Blood and Fire report was accepted via a
motion from Al Diaz and seconded by Ed Fowle.

Ed Fowle, president for the 2010 reunion presented
his slate of officers as John Dietrick, first vice
president; John “Jack” Linscott, second vice president;
Donna LaCosse, Association secretary and treasurer.
Fowle reported the 2010 reunion would be held in
Fairborn, Ohio August 28-31. He said the registration
and reunion information would be in the February
issue of the Blood and Fire. The final vote to hold the
next reunion in Fairborn will take place at the business
meeting.
Bonnie Erickson presented a proposal to hold the
2011 reunion in North Platte, Nebraska and Archie
Kumasaka proposed the reunion be held in central New
Jersey. These two proposals will be brought before the
Business Meeting for a vote by all the members present.
Council members asked the same appointed officers
to fill another term of office, if accepted by the general
membership during the business meeting. Those
officers include Bill Scott, historian; Karin FrobergMarzano, assistant historian; Fred Clinton,
webmaster, Mike Thomson, assistant webmaster and
Donna LaCosse, editor of the Blood and Fire.
It was noted that each report presented at the
Executive Council meeting would be posted in full
detail in the November issue of the Blood and Fire.
With no other business to come before the council, a
motion was made by Al Diaz to adjourn the meeting.
Seconded by Martin Beer and carried.
Donna LaCosse, secretary-treasurer

Fireball . . .

- CONTINUED FROM PAGE 37

vehicles were in Garden City on Long Island. The men
lived and worked in and around New York City.
Our assigned area was the Swan Lake Hotel in the
Catskill Mountains. We were to put sick and injured
refugees in the hotel; feed all refugees and put them on
buses to take them west and north.
At nine on Saturday morning we had seventy men
present; six officers and one hundred fifty men. Another
twenty were lost and would straggle in later.
The hotel had over a thousand rooms that over
looked a small lake with rowboats and canoes. A hill in
back had an 18-hole golf course, many tennis courts and
walking trails. The hotel had several bars, dance halls,
dining rooms and in the basement, several shops – gift,
beauty, antiques, sports, etc. The hotel was full of
honeymoon couples. Some were just married, but most
were observing honeymoon anniversaries and some
- CONTINUED ON PAGE 40
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7
PARTIAL data compiled so far by 63rd Historians and helpers from AVAILABLE records

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------COMPUTER DATA PRINTOUTS AND COPIES-------------------------------------------------------------------------

PLEASE PRINT!
UNIT #1 UNIT #2
COST/EACH
1943-45 Unit Roster of Men (W/rank, serial no.,
Company, Battery, HQ?
dates, medals, casualties, deaths, etc.)............................................................................................. __________ __________ $4 ea._____
Today's Unit Address-Phone list (for members only)................................................................................ __________ __________ $2 ea._____
1945 Unit Medals List (w/WWII home towns) ............................................................................................................................................$2 ea.___
1944-1945 Unit Itineraries (in Bn. group)....................................................................................................................................................$3 ea.___
Alphabetical List of CAMP BLANDING CADRE MEN with data.............................................................................................................$5 ea.___
Today's Address & Phone List of CAMP BLANDING CADRE MEN (for members only) .........................................................................$2 ea.___
Today's Address & Phone List by State.(for members only)........................................................................State #1______State #2 _____ $2 ea.___
1,030 Killed in Action, Died of Wound. & Non-Battle Death ....................................ALPHA.....................................................................$5 ea.___
KIA, DOW, NBD. with all known men shown and sorted by--------------------------------------------ALL UNITS....................................... $5 ea. ___
KIA. DOW, NBD, best viewpoint ....................................................Sorted by' DATE, organization, unit .................................................. $5 ea.___
Casualty Summary compiled to date for ALL units with 8 categories...........................................................................................................$3 ea. ___
2007 Alpha list #35 with data on casualties, deaths. units, serial numbers, cadre, 70,258 names................................................................. $74 ea.___
-------------------------------------------------------------------------MAP COPIES--------------------------------------------------------------------------------11" x 17" 1:1,000.000 map of entire area of 63rd combat WITHOUT trail of 63rd units. ............................................................................$1 ea.____
1:200,000 1939 map of ALSACE. Lorraine, & SAAR areas thru Siegfried Line area.................................................................................$5 ea.____
1:50,000 map of COLMAR Pocket & Vosges Mtn. area in France for 254th guys ........................................................................................$5 ea.___
1:20,000 map of SW 1/4 of COLMAR map area w/Kaysersberg. etc. for 254th guys ...................................................... ............................$5 ea.___
Three 1:25,000 maps from S. of Sarreguemines to Saarbrucken w/great detail ..........................................................................................$13 set___
Two 1:25,000 maps of the 63rd's SIEGFRIED LINE area w/forts, from 1/45 aerial photos w/legends........................................................$13 set___
1:25,000 BLIESKASTEL map that shows Kirkel. Wurzbach, & Biesingen ........................................................................... .....................$5 ea.___
1:100,000 KAISERSLAUTERN map that shows Homburg. Langmeil & Grunstadt...................................................................................$5 ea.___
1:100,000 KARLSRUHE map that shows Bad Wimpfen, Heilbronn & Stuttgart.........................................................................................$5 ea.___
1:100,000 ELLWANGEN map from Waldenburg & Schwabisch Hall to Oberbobingen..............................................................................$5 ea.___
1:25,000 MOGGLINGEN map shows from Obergroningen to Oberbobingen............................................................................................$5 ea. ___
8.5" x 14" 1:250,000 map shows from Mannheim to Rothenberg and Heilbronn .........................................................................................$1 ea.___
---------------------------------------------------------------------------HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS----------------------------------------------------------2nd Bn.-253 4-12 April 1945 events, rosters & Pres. Unit Citation award ..................................................................................................$14 ea.___
Regimental histories for January-May 1945 in binders. copied from monthly combat reports:
253rd ___, 254th ___,
255th ____:.........................................................$13 ea.___
General Order Copies for awards t individuals, such as badges and medals ......................................................................................NEW $2 ea. ___
Reprint of 135-page 1986 softcover book. "With the 63rd Infantry Div. in WWII"
by Col. James E. Hatcher of 254th and 255th.....................................................$20 ea.___
Unbound Xerographic copy of 1945 history & index for "The Trail of 254 Thru Blood & Fire"
by Harris Peel, Vernon Kile, Algernon Keith & John Sontag................................$7 ea.___
Unbound inkjet color copy of 1945 "Victory in Europe" booklet..................................................................................................................$5 ea. ___
1943-45 combat history of 263rd Engineer Combat Bn. by Bill Snyder in binder....................................................................................... $65 ea.___
Jan-Apr 45 Combat Unit Journals of Hq 1st Bn-254 by date, hour, minute in binder.................................................................................. $10 ea.___
Ray Restani's Report of A-254 Attack at Eschringen, Germany, 15-Mar-45 in binder.. ................................................................................$8 ea.___
Short 1943-45 History of Hq 1st Bn-255 with "after action report" in binder................................................................................................$8 ea.___
Unbound Germany's Siegfried Line history, details, drawings, & photos.....................................................................................................$5 ea.___
Unbound History 7th U.S. Army, 15-Dec-44 to 25-Jan-45, "The Other Bulge"............................................................................................$4 ea.___
Unbound 1944 "I am a Doughboy" booklet on inf. co. & plt. equipment, weapons, & training .....................................................................$4 ea.___
------------------------------------------------------------------------------PATCHES, can be ironed on or sewn on caps, jackets, etc.-------------------------(A) 3.5" x 2.3" 63rd Infantry Division for uniform .......................................................................................................................................$4 ea.___
(B) 2.5" x 1.45" 63rd Infantry Div. with "BLOOD & FIRE" below...............................................................................................................$3 ea.___
(C) 2.66" x 2.35" 63rd w/"BLOOD & FIRE" and "63rd INFANTRY DIV." below ......................................................................................$4 ea. ___
(D) 2.25" high x 3.5" wide US flag ................................................................................................................................................................ $3 ea.___
(E) 2.5" high x 3.5" wide 63rd Division Siegfried Line sign patch................................................................................................................$5 ea.___
(F) 3.5" high x 3.5" wide 253rd Infantry Regiment w/motto "QUINTA ESSENTIA" (The Quintessence)...................................................$5 ea.___
(G) 3.6" high x 3.4" wide 254th Infantry Regiment w/motto "DEATH BEFORE DEFEAT"........................................................................$5 ea.___
(H) 3.5" high x 3.0" wide 255th Infantry Regiment with motto "COR FERREUM" (Heart of Steel) ............................................................$5 ea.___
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OUR HISTORY: THEN AND NOW
by Bill Scott, 20-Sep-2009
e-mail: wjs631@comcast.net
I’m sorry that I did not get to see many of you at the
Boston reunion. Most of the problem was a scheduled
operation for my wife during the August period that
conflicted with the reunion time. Our main physician
then set that operation for a later time to be set this fall.
Travel was not likely to be easy at all for my wife, so no
trips were planned.
Karin Froberg-Marzano stepped in to do the
reunion duties for me. She was to drive to Boston with a
stop at Carlisle, PA, to deliver some more morning
reports for us to the US Army Heritage and Education
Center, but that did not happen after her business
schedule did not leave any time for that drive and stop.
The packing of the morning reports did not happen as a
result.
We each drove many miles so that as many history
items as practical could go with her to Boston on her
flight. That left her with a small inventory for sale
there. Most of it is back here now. The new HP laptop
computer, bought with money in the History Fund,
went with her so she could show some things that could
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H.M.T. Samaria
by Harold O’Neill, 83rd Signal

not be printed yet for viewing at the reunion. It is now
in her hands for a while. My personal computer which
is like the 63rd one with the Windows 98 had to be
replaced at my expense after the hard dive got
damaged from its years of heavy use. It is now
connected to the Internet in another room, with no
connection to the 63rd desktop PC,
Most of my time for the 63rd is spent sorting 63rd
morning reports, answering new questions over the
Internet and phone, editing rosters and the address file,
along with filling orders after telling people what is
most important. The main source of customers for
history items is now the descendants of 63rd men. It has
been difficult for many men to talk about the combat
months, so now the contacts are mostly from the new
generations.
I am trying to control the inventory of items, but
some items need to be kept in stock big enough for all
the kinds of orders. The record for orders and the
checking goes back to mid 1993, when a checking
account was needed to control the money flow.

Reunion proposal: Nebraska for 2011
Bonnie and Kenneth Erickson have done a lot of
“leg work” for the good of the Association, and are
proposing North Platte, Nebraska be considered a
reunion site for 2011.
Bonnie presented this proposal at both the
Executive Council and the Men’s Business meetings
held at the Boston reunion.
One other proposal, presented by Archie
Kumasaka, suggested the reunion be held in historical
New Jersey.
After a show of hands, members indicated they
favored Nebraska over New Jersey, however, this
proposal needs to come before the members during the
2010 reunion before a definite site can be determined.
Both Erickson and Kumasaka were asked to submit
their proposals for publication in the November issue
of the Blood and Fire. Erickson submitted her plan;
Kumasaka did not. Perhaps he will have more
information later and can have his proposal published
in the February issue of this magazine.
Now is when reality sets in! Hotels need to know “for
sure” when a group is coming for a three or four day
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stay and they need to know at least a year in advance.
This Association needs to allow Erickson time to
register their name on this hotel so we can be assured a
place to sleep when August 2011 arrives.
Since the show of hands in Boston favored Nebraska
as the site of the 2011 reunion, the new President,
Edward Fowle, is giving Erickson permission to
complete the paper-work for hosting the 2011 reunion
in Nebraska.
Dates for the reunion will be Wednesday, August 10,
2011 until Saturday, August 13. The hotel chosen is
Motel Quality Inn and Suites at North Platte,
Nebraska, located at I-80 and Highway 83.
The Ericksons have submitted a suggestion of tours
and other activities which will be featured in another
issue of the Blood and Fire.
Too much information at this time could be
confusing when plans for the 2010 reunion are also
being featured in this issue of the magazine.
Please remember – 2010 in Fairborn, Ohio; 2011 in
North Platte, Nebraska.

H.M.T. stands for His Majesty’s Transport and the
Samaria took a large portion of the 83rd Division to
England. We left Camp Shanks and boarded the ship at
night in New York Harbor. My buddies and I climbed
down rope nets into an open cargo hole to the room
assigned several decks down. The room was bare with
iron hooks in the ceiling. We thought they were used to
hang meat, but soon learned they were for hanging
hammocks. There were more men than hammocks, so
those without slept on a very thin, dirty, gym pad or the
floor. The hammocks were so close that hips touched
and you had a pair of feet on either side of your head.
When someone in a hammock became seasick, it made
life interesting for those sleeping on the floor. Even
going to the latrine required walking bent over to avoid
hammocks as well as those on the floor. Some returning
from the latrine could not find their hammock again or
found someone else sleeping in it.
Food was issued twice a day to an assigned waiter
from a mess group of ten men. We ate British rations
since it was a British ship. Breakfast was usually
kippered herring, bread, boiled potatoes and a basin of
tea. You dipped your mess cup into the tea basin that
was without milk, sugar or lemon. The dried kippers
looked like they were leftover rations from Noah’s Ark.
Supper was usually bully beef, bread and pea soup or
boiled potatoes plus the usual basin of tea. Some mess
groups had tables and benches bolted to the floor and
others just sat on the floor. Our mess gear was washed
in cold, salt water. In time, interesting greenish mold or
corrosion covered the mess gear. It must have been
penicillin since we did not get sick from it.
During the first few days a few dozen men stayed on
deck in order to more easily abandon ship after we were
torpedoed. They watched the sea for periscopes and
swore a submarine was trailing us. It made little sense,
since the pick-up ship was miles away and the cold
water killed quickly. At first we went on deck for air
(bitter cold) and to watch the rest of the convoy – ships
in all directions right to the horizon. We wore life
jackets with a small battery operated red light clipped
to it. There were endless card games that had some of us
down 10,000 points in gin rummy or owing thousands
of dollars in poker debts. Others wrote letters, read
books, sang, argued or stared at the sea. One night we
could see a ship burning a few miles away.
Occasionally, a body wearing a life jacket floated past
to remind us of how quickly the sea could kill.
As the lower decks began to smell more and more of

vomit, I began to sleep on the open deck despite the
cold. I found a pom-pom gun shell catcher near the
stern that was deep enough to prevent my rolling out.
By day it was used for the seasick emptying themselves
because it was directly above the water and downwind.
While getting breakfast for our mess group, I
learned that volunteers were needed to assist the crew.
The British crew were mostly old men and teenage
boys. The big attraction for me was the crew ate three
times a day. It gave me something to do and I began to
decide British accents and slang. I also began to figure
out British money. We moved stores, retired tarps and
did other simple tasks. The high spot of the day for the
British crew was the daily ration of grog. It was one
part rum to three parts water served from a brass
bound cask marked, “God Save the King.” Some of the
crewmen saved the grog for several days and then got
drunk.
When the ship finally reached Liverpool over two
weeks after leaving New York City, several G.I.’s were
assigned to operate the steam winches. Four winches
were synchronized by hand signals to lift vehicles from
the hold and then lower them to the dock. A few trucks
were dropped and one burst its tires, but we enjoyed it!
Some of us felt the Samaria had probably taken
British troops to the Crimean War; others claimed it
had been converted to steam after delivering British
troops during the American Revolution. We were not
unhappy to see the last of H.M.T. – His Majesty’s Tub –
Samaria.

Best behavior
by Harold O’Neill, 83rd Signal

Four of us were to be Sunday dinner guests of an
English family under a program arranged by a local
Church. We were briefed on taboo subjects – the
American Revolution, the King and Queen, unpaid
World War I debts, driving on the wrong side of the
road, don’t say “bum” it has another meaning in
England (backside) and above all do not ask for
seconds at dinner. The meal probably represents the
family meat ration for a week.
Dinner consisted of boiled mutton with boiled
potatoes highly seasoned with a pinch of salt. We had
brought gifts of coffee, sugar, marmalade and
cigarettes. The thin cold soup in small silver bowls
- CONTINUED ON PAGE 40
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Best behavior . . .
- CONTINUED FROM PAGE 39

puzzled us and we were shocked to see our host put
fingers in his bowl! They were fingerbowls!
Our host was the local vicar who confused us trying
to explain High Church, Low Church, Kirk, etc. My
buddy from Tennessee could quote pages of the Bible
and made quite an impression. Tony, our moustached
Mexican-American from California fascinated the ten
year twin boys of our host by throwing knives into a
bulls eye time after time. The grown-up daughter also
fascinated us and she knew it. her mother wanted the
Bible-souting Tennessean to come back next week. The
rest of us were belatedly invited, also.
We were taken on a tour of the church, the
graveyard and the vicar’s dovecote. And then an
argument broke out over the merits of cold beer versus
the British warm beer. Peace was re-established over
some homemade berry (elder?) wine.
Back at the barracks we were pretty sure Tennessee
had a date with the vicar’s daughter, but he wouldn’t
say. The next night we found out she had dated Tony!
You never know what a woman will do!

washed off the cans.
While we were on patrol we had an emergency. The
supply truck with our MREs had broken down. I
recalled that a packer of your box had written about
cooking on his jeep engine in WW II. So we tried it on
our Humvee using the pancake mix you sent. It took a
while to get the hang of it and now the Humvee smells of
burnt pancakes. Please send more for the next
emergency.
The deflated soccer balls with a pump are a big hit.
The kids play barefoot. Send some more.
The dog treats that you sent were mostly cat treats
but the dogs ate them anyway. We are wondering when
they will start saying, “Meow.”
Please send laundry soap. We found that our village
washer women do their washing a hundred feet
downstream from the village sewage area.
I was flying to Chicago in tourist class on a big jet to
get a place for Afghanistan. It was my first leave to see
my folks. A man insisted I change seats with him and
move to First Class. We were applauded by the other
passengers as I moved up. I was asked about my folks
and what I wanted to do after my military service was
finished. At O’Hare Airport, while waiting two hours
for the next plane, they took me to a fancy restaurant. It
was the high point of my leave. People were so
wonderful.
Thanks for the flute. A villager has copied it in wood
and we may have a village orchestra some day.

Bits from
overseas letters Fireball . . .
By Harold “Hal” O’Neill, SIG 563

After sending books, and other items to the troops
overseas, the following letters were received by VFW
Post in Patrchogue, New York:
A recent letter told us the potato chips in the
cardboard tubes had arrived as on inch of powder in
the bottom of the tube. They sprinkled it on meat and
salads. How did the post do that? The best guess is that
the box was next to a running engine for hours and the
vibration made the chips into powder.
The cartoon movies of Tom and Jerry, Tweety Bird
and Roadrunner were a big hit even if the children
could not understand English. We took the cartoons
from village to village and now the kids yell, “More
pussycats” when we drive in.
When we returned from patrol, we found a pile of
boxes that were all soaking wet. Your box was the only
one with a readable address, so you get this letter. We
threw out everything but the pile of canned goods. Each
time we open a can, it is an adventure. All the labels

- CONTINUED FROM PAGE 38

came every year. There were few children. The staff
included college kids as waiters and waitresses.
The field mess truck broke down somewhere and I
asked the manager if he could feed us. “No problem, we
serve eight thousand meals each day. The guests were
delighted with the Army visiting us this weekend. It is
something different from the Broadway entertainers
we have each weekend.”
Some of us ate with older couples that wanted to talk
about WWII or what we did in the military. They also
explained the kosher food items. Some soldiers were on
the lake with off duty waitresses.
A Colonel from the Pentagon wanted to know where
our anti-aircraft guns were located? Signal does not
have any, was the reply. I put a sign on the highest part
of the golf course “Anti-Aircraft Gun” to keep him
happy. The golfers played through the gun.
Saturday evening we put together a basketball team
to play the waiters. The big hotels played against other
hotels – such as Grossingers and the Pines. Guests
- CONTINUED ON PAGE 41
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Members who attended the
Boston Reunion in August 2009
Vernon and Donnis Altberg, C 253, 289 W. Jamison
Cir. #5, Littleton, CO 80120.
Altberg’s guests: Michael and Virginia Altberg
Ralph and Betty Altman, K 255, 555 Demmier Dr.,
Pittsburgh, PA 15237.
Altman’s guest: Jerry Pottmeyer
Mario and Gloria Antoci, E 253, 55 Everette Road,
Carmel, NY 10612.
Antoci’s guests: James, Joan and Thomas Colombo
– Linda and John Lloyd
Martin and Jo Beer, L 253, 2801 Friendship St.,
Iowa City, IA 52245.
B e e r ’s d a u g h t e r : C o n n i e K i n n e y ; B e e r
granddaughters, Sarah and Jessica Kinney.
William Byrnes, I 254, 9645 Kedvale Ave., Oak
Lawn, IL 60453.
Byrne’s daughter: Mary Fran Collier.
Bob and Jean Capasso, I&R 254, 145 Nichols St.,
Norwood, MA 02062.
Tom and Jean Chatham, 63 QM, 74 Darby Cay,
Vero Beach, FL 32966.
Delbert Conway, F 253, 886 Min. St., Apt. 510, E.
Hartford, CT 06108.
Conroy’s daughter: Colleen Toscano.
Fred and Audrey Consolmagno, M 254, 210
Blisswood Village Dr., Ludlow, MA 01056.
Alfred M. Diaz, USAR, 1254 Camino del Sur, San
Dimas, CA 91773.
John Downs, F 254, PO Box 254, Gilmanton, NH
03237.
Down’s daughters: Betty Flueckiger and Mary
Ellen Holderbaum.
John and Ruth Erhardt, M 254, 8248 Sunfish Lane,
Maineville, OH 45039.
Kenneth and Bonnie Erickson, AT 255, 35373 Creek
Rd., Wallace, NE 69169.
Erickson’s guests: Mary Jo Hagge and Jill Baker.
Edward and Donna Fowle, Hq 862, 332 Dayton
Ave., Springfield, OH 45506.
Fowle’s daughter: Judy Schaefer.
Joseph and Florine Fretias, B 254, 24 Baldwin St.,
North Easton, MA 02356.
Karin Froberg-Marzano, Associate, 180 Welsh
Lane, Grandville, OH 43023.
Gale Hammond, FA 863, 4171 Marquis Way, Salt

Lake City, UH 84124.
Mike and Jane Jugan, I 253, 1551 Franklin Dr.,
Pottstown, PA 19465.
Jugan’s guests: Ken and Kathy Batdorf.
Michael Karaffa, H 254, 24 Crystol Dr., Stoneham,
MA 02180.
Ernest and Mary Klimek, D 255, 14060 Henry Ruff,
Livonia, MI 48154.
Klimek’s guests: Pamela, Allison and Kathryn
Tomassini.
Al Klingler, B 254, 26609 Leslie Dr., Eucllid, OH
44132.
James Kontouios, Hq 255, 3 Eleanor Rd., Salem,
MA 01970.
Walter Krul, K 255, 23 Hillside Dr., New York Mills,
NY 13417.
Krul’s guests: Walter Jr., Beverly Voss and Rose
Anne Szwedo.
Archie and Ruth Kumasaka, FA 863, 2202 Windows
Dr., Princeton, NJ 08540.
Harold and Donna LaCosse, F 254, PO Box 86,
Morocco, IN 47963.
LaCosse guests: Damian Iseminger and Beth Flood.
Mark Lindemann, Associate, 14513 South Shore
Dr., Valders, WI 54245.
Vincent Liquoi, I 153, 3029 Via Conquistadores,
Navarre, FL 32566.
Otto Metzger, B 254, 496 County Rt. 360, Mendusa,
NY 12120.
David and Betty Montgomery, E 255, 114 E.
Buckthorn Rd., Derby, KS 67037.
Montgomery’s guests: Jennie and Jim Montgomery
and Daniel Sdhmidt.
Edgar Moutoux, G 253, 5005 E. 82nd St., Apt. 4G,
New York, NY 10028.
Louise Mulcahy, Associate, 22 Allston St., Medford,
MA 02155.
Mulcahy’s daughter: Patricia Palumbo.
William Neuner, I 254, 134 West 13th St., Deer Park,
NY 11729.
Neuner’s guest: Lucille Reisen.
June Nicolson, Associate, 4004 Manhattan Cir.,
Sacramento, CA 95823.
- CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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Blood and Fire goes Hi-tech
The Blood and Fire magazine will now be available
for viewing on the Internet. Each new issue will be
available for viewing at the same time mailing
commences. Additional issues for the past two (2) years
have also been posted to the Internet and can be
viewed.
To access the Blood and Fire, first go to the 63rd
Infantry Division web site at www.63rdinfdiv.com and
click on the statement “Blood and Fire Issues”.
Individuals wishing to receive their Blood and Fire
Publication electronically should provide their email
address to Donna LaCosse. They will then be notified

when the new issue is available for viewing. By electing
to view the Blood and Fire on the Internet they will be
saving the Association $xx.xx in mailing costs.
Viewing the Blood and Fire electronically does not
take the place of the 63rd Infantry Division Internet
Newsletter that is transmitted periodically by the
Webmaster. The Internet Newsletter will still be
available.
If any problems are encountered while trying to
view the Blood and Fire on the Internet, contact the
Webmaster, Fred Clinton at joyclint@comcast.net or
by phone at 703-751-7548.

Changes to our regular web site notice
Visit the 63rd Infantry Division Web site at
htt://www.63rdinfdiv.com to find a detailed history of
the 63rd Infantry Division. Included in the over 580
pages of the web site is a listing of unit awards,
descriptions of battles, a listing of battle and non-battle
deaths, a description and view of all 63rd Infantry
Division memorials and many other items of interest.
There are also over 2800 pictures of 63rd Infantry
Division soldiers in training, combat and on occupation
duty.
You will also find a list of memorabilia items for sale,
information about reunions and inquiries from
members and relatives searching for information
about members and buddies. There is also an
alphabetical listing, by unit, of active 63rd Infantry
Division Association members, a listing of related web
sites and other information of interest to veterans.
Webmaster, Fred Clinton (D 254th Inf.) is seeking
photos and memorabilia images to be added to the web
site.
Send photos by email to joyclint@comcast.net or by
regular mail to Fred Clinton, 102 S. Jenkins Street,
Alexandria, VA 22304. Fred’s phone number is 703-

RECEIVED TWO COPIES?

751-7548. All items will be returned when processing
has been completed.

Secretary memo ...
- CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

presented with our second great-granddaughter. Her
name is Briley Alexis and is almost four months
younger than our first great-granddaighter, Miley
Marie. With four older great-grandsons, our family is
growing quickly, with three more babies due before
February!
Ed Fowle, his daughter Judy Schafer and their
committee are fast finalizing plans for the Ohio reunion
in August, 2010. Hopefully those who could not travel
to Boston, will find it easier to attend the Ohio event.
We hope to see you there, so begin making plans to
attend. You will receive more information in February.
Enjoy your winter, have a Happy Turkey Day and a
very Merry Christmas.

EXECUTIVE BOARD
All members whose term ended 2009, will stay on
the board with their term ending in 2012.

Howard VanSchoor’s Unit is incorrect in the Blood
If you received two copies of this issue of the Blood and Fire. He should be in SIG 563.
and Fire, please notify the editor as soon as possible.
You don’t need two copies and we don’t need the added
The 2010 National Reunion will take place in Ohio –
expense.
a hop, skip and jump from Dayton. The place to gather
Thank you so much.
is the Holiday Inn in Fairborn. Date of the reunion is
Donna LaCosse August 18 - 21.
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Celebration of Life

In Memoriam

The following deaths were reported after the May
2009 issue of the Blood & Fire was printed. Please notify
the secretary when you hear of the death of a person from
the 63rd.
Angelo Christopher, D 254, died October 21, 2009.
His daughter, Maureen Christopher, lives at 27 West
Las Vegas St., Colorado Springs, CO 80903.
Robert W. Clayton, C 2355, died July 30, 2009. No
further information available.
Vincent Fealy, B 253. No date of death given.
Curtis G. Grant, L 253, died April 18, 2009. His
widow lives with her son, Dennis G. Soden at 9124 E.
10th St., Apr. 3, Indianapolis, IN 46229.
Michael Grib, B 255, died October 6, 2009. His
widow, Olga, lives at 94 Alfred St., Clifton, NJ 07013.
Howard J. Loucks, D 254, died September 22, 2009.
His wife, Gertrude, died in 2007.
Frank Magyer, MED 363, died June 22, 2009. His
widow, Gloria, lives at 78 Longview Dr., Emerson, NJ
07630.
Robert Ronk, FA 718, died September 1, 2009. His
widow, Betty Jo, lives at 2419 Main Ave. W., Massillon,
OH 44647.
Alexander Strecker, K 255, died July 2, 2008. No
further information available.
Richard Wanamaker, K 254, died October 3, 2009.
His widow, Juanita, lives at 7701 Cella Dr., Cincinnati,
OH 45235.
DEATH OF SPOUSE
Mrs. Frank Duva, died January 1, 2003. Frank lives
at PO Box 7632, Sarasota, FL 34278-7632.
Gloria Edmondson, wife of Hartwell H.
Edmondson, M 254, died in 2008. Hartwell lives at 6 N.
327 Corron Road, St. Charles, IL 60175.
Nina Metzer, wife of Otto Metzer, C 254, died
November 22, 2008. Otto lives at 496 County Road 360,
Meduso, NY 12120.

Fireball . . .

Leo J. Grzych
Leo J. Grzych, D 363 Medical Battalion, died April
1, 2009 at his home in
Schererville, Indiana. He
was 84 years old.
Leo was the founder and
president of Leon’s
Fabrication Inc., and was an
accomplished golfer. He was
a man of many talents and
enjoyed life to its fullest by
hunting, fishing, bowling,
drawing and photography.
He could also be found in his
shop tinkering on projects or working on his next
invention. His greatest love and ability was to talk to
anyone, anywhere, anytime, and to tell a colorful story.
Survivors include his wife, Dorothy; five children,
Larry and Joyce Grzych, Christine Pokropinski, Lynn
and Toni Grzych, Cynthia and Jay Van Volkenburg,
Timothy and Karen Grzych; 12 grandchildren; many
great-grandchildren and three sisters.

Paul B. Taylor
Paul B. Taylor, B 255, died March 7, 2009 at his
home in Tewksbury, MA. He was 87 years old.
He was the recipient of the Purple Heart and two
Bronze Stars.
Survivors include his wife, Nancy; one daughter,
Judy Taylor; two sons, Scott Taylor and Joseph Taylor;
grandson Scott Taylor Jr.; great-grandson, Cash
Taylor; sister, Barbara Peterson; family members Leo,
Susan and Mark Garvey; Army buddies, Chris Makas
of Michigan, Ray Miserendino of New York, James
Keeney of Kansas and Michael Grib of New Jersey.

- CONTINUED FROM PAGE 40

acted as referees and did a poor job. The games were
rough and we finally lost. The bars were busy and
parties went on the till the wee hours.
We slept in the vacant dining hall and outside since
it was so mild. Sunday meant more inspectors from the
Division and the Pentagon. We learned that only a few
companies had been alerted and all had problems

much like ours.
After lunch we started back to beat the weekend
traffic, turned in our equipment, dismissed the troops
and went home.
I never heard anything more about Fireball or a new
refugee evacuation plan.
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"HOT SHOTS"
WE NEED YOUR HELP
As you may know, the money collected from the Ads
in the Souvenir/Ad Book is used to help off-set some of
the reunion expenses.
Most of the money defrays the cost of the band, free
beer, soda and entertainment during the reunion.
With prices constantly increasing, we are asking for
your support to help us keep the reunion cost down for
our retired members.
So would you please place an ad in the Souvenir Ad
Book?

1/4 PAGE ................... $25.00
FULL PAGE = $60.00
(4¾" x 7¾")
HALF PAGE = $35.00
(4¾" x 3¾")
1/4 PAGE =
$25.00
(4¾" x 1¾")
1/8 PAGE =
$20.00
(2-3/8" x 1¾")
3 LINE
BOOSTER
$10.00
1/8 PAGE
$20.00

Make check(s) payable to:
62ND REUNION 63rd DIVISION ASS’N.
and mail to:

SPONSOR
NAME
(EACH)
$2.00

Donna LaCosse
Post Office Box 86
Morocco, Indiana 47963

Ad Copy: (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY)

Ad Size:

Name:

Unit Served With:

Address:

Phone:

City:
Authorized By:
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Date:

you to make it happen and for it to be a success.
I also want to thank all of the men of our Association
who have been willing to be officers down through the
years and to the men who have come forward again this
year to represent all of our members.
All the 63rd men have been dedicated to keep alive
the memory of our fallen comrades and to keep alive
that purposeful spirit that all 63rd men have carried
since the birth of our great 63rd Infantry Division.

From the editor . . .

February. If your fingers won’t work, tell your story to
your wife, daughter, son or grandchildren so they can
write it for you. It won’t hurt a bit and others will be
glad you took the time to do it. Even you will be happier
once it is done.
How do you like the new cover look? I thought we
were due for a change . . . if you are not ready for a new
look, send me a note and tell me. This is your magazine
and your comments are welcome, so let me hear from
you.

A Memo from the Secretary . . .
Donna LaCosse

Donna LaCosse

Once again, all the things I had planned to do this
fall did not happen. As soon as we returned home from
Boston, I was going to make a new dress to wear to our
grandson’s wedding, but I just couldn’t find the time.
At the last “minute” I had to take time rather than find
time to clothe my body. It was either make a new dress
or go nude and I didn’t think people were ready for a
nude Donna!
Finally, a week before the big event, I cut the duster
and the dress out and put the duster together. Then, in
between typing articles for this issue and doing a few
things that had been put off all summer, I tackled the
dress. Two days before the wedding, the dress was done
except for the hem and the armhole facings. The hem
got put in on Friday, but the armholes are still not
finished. Lucky for me, I made the duster first and once
I was dressed, no one knew the armholes were
unfinished.
Then I had computer problems. What did we ever
do without computers? I took Harold shopping so he
could buy me a new computer, and then it wouldn’t do
what I wanted it to do! It is so hard to teach an old dog
new tricks, but I do believe I am smarter than I was, so
all was not lost.
This issue of the Blood and Fire did get ready for the
press even if it is late and maybe I can get the February
issue ready on time.
Be sure you read all the articles printed on these
pages – there is a lot of information, so you may want to
read it more than once. The February issue will have
more reunion information.
I need for you guys to send me your war stories. We
can’t have a Blood and Fire without war stories and I
know some of you are just sitting there in your easy
chair, waiting for the magazine to arrive so you can
read about your buddy and see how he won the war . . .
come on! Get busy with the pen and paper; typewriter
or computer, and send me something to use in

Hello from Indiana! We have had one busy time
since the reunion in August and, I am just thankful to
be alive and upright! I guess this is the time of year for
everyone to be thankful.
The reunion was a great gathering of “guys and
gals” who celebrate as a big family once a year. Boston
was a great place to visit, but I was glad to return home.
Our oldest grandson, Damian works in Boston and it
was nice to see him and his lady love, Beth in their
adopted city. He and Beth joined us for dinner on
Thursday and Saturday evenings; on Tuesday and
Friday evenings, they gave us a thumb-nail tour of
Boston and we enjoyed seafood in two delightful
places. He became a member of this Association during
the reunion.
Damian and Beth came to Indiana and were
married October 10 in her home town of Greenfield.
He and Beth grew up in neighboring towns but did not
meet until they began working in Boston. It truly is a
small world.
Bob Capasso, who was the president of the Boston
reunion, has filled these pages with reunion
information. I hope you enjoy all the words and
pictures, as he really worked hard to host this event.
I need to remind you to pay your dues on or before
January 1, 2010. Annual dues members, as well as life
members, might consider sending a donation along to
me so we can pay our bills. Everything has gone up
except the price of membership, and the bank account
is getting mighty sparse. The Executive Board gave me
permission to remove money from the Certificate of
Deposit when they met in Boston, but I found out when
I returned home, the CD is not due for renewal until
September 2010 and I thought it matured in 2009!!
What a shocker! I am holding off cashing the CD until I
see how the dues and donations come in. Maybe we can
coast by for a few months, but I am not holding my
breath.
Now for some happy news – in July we were
- CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Edward F. Fowle, Jr.
The IMOK Chapter of the 63rd Infantry
Division Association will host the 62nd annual
reunion at the Holiday Inn in Fairborn, Ohio in
August 2010.
We have hosted eight or ten reunions since 1969
and during the ensuing years we have tried to
provide better results with each effort. During that
time we were fortunate to have picked only one
bad facility for our base of operations. Since that
time we have been very cautious when selecting a
reunion site.
The Holiday Inn in Fairborn is a great facility.
It has been completely refurbished and refinished
this past year and is in tip-top condition. This Inn
has been the site for many Military Reunions and
they have built their operations to meet the many
and varied conditions required in order to host
successful reunions.
The Holiday Inn is located in the heart of the
home of the US Air Force and is between Dayton
and Fairborn, Ohio. Dayton is the home of the
Wright Brothers and is known world wide as the
birth place of Aviation.
All attending will be given the opportunity to
visit the World Famous National Air and Space
Museum and Ohio’s contribution to Flight and
Space. A tour of Dayton is also in the planning.
We are going to have activities on site to
entertain all attending. Once again, the ladies will
be invited to attend a brunch on Saturday morning
while their husbands attend the Men’s Business
meeting.
The history room and hospitality room will be
open throughout the affair and there will be plenty
of room to read about our history and to visit.
There will be snacks and beverages available in
this room when open.
We are also utilizing AFRI again to help us with
all the “nitty-gritty” that must take place in order
to successfully host a great reunion.
Judy Schaefer, one of our Associate members,
has volunteered to do all the organizing and
planning of our activities. She is hard at work
planning the many surprising and fun things for
everyone, young and old.
As president of this great chapter, I promise to
do my best to give you all a great and memorable
reunion.
I ask you all to remember this – it takes all of
- CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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STAMPS FOR VETERANS

Moving?

Tear off all stamps - yes, the cancelled ones from envelopes,
etc. and save them in a bag.
When you have a pouch of postage, mail it to: “Stamps for
Veterans” send to:
SO. ARIZONA VA HEALTH
CARE SYSTEM VETERANS
NATIONAL STAMP & COIN CLUB SC #135
3601 S. 6th Ave., Tuscon, AZ 85723

P

lease let us know six weeks
before you move what your new
address will be. Be sure to supply
us with both your old and new address.
Copies we mail to your old address will
not be delivered by the Post Office and
we must pay 70¢ for each returned
Blood & Fire, and pay $1.36 to mail a
copy to your new address.

62ND REUNION
AUGUST 18 THRU
AUGUST 21, 2010
IN OHIO

Please remember to notify the Editor
when you send out your
“Change of Address” Cards.

Important Change of Address, etc.
Please send ALL CHANGES,
(address, zip, phone, death notice,
new and discontinued membership,
etc.) to:
Donna LaCosse, P.O. Box 86,
Morocco, IN 47963

HELPFUL
TELEPHONE
NUMBERS

Did You
Remember To Pay
Your Dues?

DEPT. OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
VA BENEFITS - 1-800-827-1000
VA LIFE INSURANCE

1-800-829-8477

63rd DIVISION ASSOCIATION DUES FORM
PLEASE PRINT OR USE MAILING LABEL

TO: DONNA LaCOSSE, P. O. BOX 86, MOROCCO, IN 47963
Name

63rd Unit

Street

P.O. Box

City
Wife's Name

State

Zip

Phone ( ________ )

Rank
Serial No.
Date
E-Mail

Annual Dues $15.00 o
$30.00 2 yrs. o
DUE ON OR BEFORE JANUARY 1 EACH YEAR
Tell us about yourself

LO
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HISTORIAN
WILLIAM J. SCOTT - E 254
407 S. Walnut Street
Sycamore, IL 60178
(815) 895-3967

FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT ...
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS
To ensure prompt delivery of the 63rd Blood and Fire and
all mail, please advise National Secretary of any change.

MOROCCO, INDIANA 47963
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Annual 63rd Infantry
Division Association
Reunion
August 18 - 21, 2010
By Judy Schaefer

THE AIRFORCE
MUSEUM

The Air Force Museum is located near Dayton,
Ohio, has free admission and parking. A tour of this
museum has been included in the schedule of events for
the August reunion.
During the reunion, members will stay at the
Holiday Inn, located at 2800 Presidential Drive,
Fairborn, Ohio. It is newly remodeled with room
choices of Standard Double, featuring two double
beds; King Leisure, one king sized bed; King Sofa, one
king sized bed and one sofa bed; and Roll Away, limited
- CONTINUED ON PAGE 33

