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August 18 - 21,2010

By Judy Schaofer

THE AIRFORCE
MUSEUM

The Air Force Museum is located near Dayton,
(hio, has free admission and parking. A tour of this
muscum has been included in the schedule of events for
the August reunion.

During the rennion, members will stay at the
Holiday Inn, located at 2800 Presidential Drive,
Fairborn, Ohio. It is newly remodeled with room
choices of Standard Double, featuring two double
beds; King Leisure, one king sized bed; King Sofa, one
king sived bed and one sofa bed; and Roll Avway, limited

= CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT ...
Edvward F. Fowle, Jr.

The IMOK Chapter of the 63rd Inlantry
Division Association will host the 62nd annnal
rennion at the Holiday Inn in Fairborn, Ohio in
August 2000,

We have hosted eight or ten reanions since 1969
and during the ensuing years we have tried to
provide better resulis with each effort. During that
time we were forfunate to have picked only one
bad facility for our base of operations. Since that
time we have been very cautions when selecting a
rennion site,

The Holiday Inn in Fairborn is a great facility.
It has been completely refurbished and refinished
this past year and is in tip-fop condition. This Inn
has been the site for many Military Reunions and
they have built their operations to meet the many
and varied conditions required in order to host
snceessful rennions.

The Holiday Inn is located in the heart of the
home of the US Air Force and is between Dayton
and Fairborn, Ohio. Dayton is the home of the
Wright Brothers and is known world wide as the
birth place of Aviation.

Al attending will be given the opportanity to
visit the World Famous National Air and Space
Musenm amd Ohio’s contribution to Flight and
Space. Atour of Daytonisalsoin the planning.

We are going to have activities om site io
entertain all attending. Once again, the ladies will
be invited to attend a brunch on Satarday morning
while their husbands attend the Men's Business
meeting.

The history room and hospitality room will be
open throughout the affair and there will be plenty
of room o read abowi our history and io visii.
There will be snacks and beverages available in
this room when open.

We are also utilizing AFRI again to help us with
all the “nitty-gritty™ that must take place in order
tosuccessfully host a great rennion.

Judy Schaefer, one of our Associate members,
has volunteered to do all the organizing and
planning of our activities. She is hard at work
planning the many surprising amd fun things for
everyvone, young and old.

As president of this great chapter, 1 promise to
do my best to give you all a great and memorahle
renniomn.

1 ask you all to remember this - it takes all of

- CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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From the President ...

- CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
vou to make it happen and for it to be a success.

I also want to thank all of the men of our Association
who have been willing to be officers down through the
vears and to the men who have come forward again this
year to represent all of our members.

All the 63rd men have been dedicated to keep alive
the memory of our fallen comrades and to keep alive
that purposeful spirit that all 83rd men have carried
since the birth of our great 63rd Infantry Division.

From the editor . . .
Donna LaCosse

Once again, all the things 1 had planned to do this
fall did not happen. As soon as we returned home from
Boston, | was going to make a new dress fo wear to our
grandson’s wedding, but 1 just couldn’t find the time.
At the last “minute™ | had to take time rather than find
time to clothe my hody. It was either make a new dress
or go nude and 1 didn’t think people were ready for a
nude Donnal

Finally, a week before the big event, I cut the duster
and the dress out and put the duster together. Then, in
between typing articles for this issue and doing a few
things that had been put off all summer, I tackled the
dress. Two days before the wedding, the dress was done
except for the hem and the armhbole facings. The hem
got put in on Friday, but the armholes are still not
finished. Lucky for me, | made the duster first and once
I was dressed, no one knew the armholes were
unfinished.

Then | had computer problems. What did we ever
do without computers? 1 took Harold shopping so he
could buy me a new computer, and then it wouldn't do
what | wanted it to do! It is so hard to teach an old dog
new tricks, but 1 do believe 1 am smarter than 1 was, so
all was not lost.

This issue of the Blood and Fire did get ready for the
press even ilitis late and mavbe | can get the February
issue ready on time,

Be sure you read all the articles printed on these
pages = there is a lot of information, so vou may want to
read it more than once. The February issue will have
maore rennion information,

I need for you guys to send me your war stories. We
can't have a Bleod and Fire without war stories and 1
know some of yvou are just sitting there in vour easy
chair, waiting for the magazine to arrive so vou can
read about your buddy and see how he won the war.. .
come on! Get busy with the pen and paper; typewriter
or computer, and send me something to use in

February, If vour fingers won't work, tell vour story to
your wife, daughter, son or grandchildren so they can
write it Tor you. It won't hurt a bit and others will be
glad you took the time to do it. Even vou will be happier
once it is done.

How do vou like the new cover look? | thought we
were due for a change. .. il vou are not ready for a new
Ipok, send me a note and tell me, This is yvour magazine
and vour comments are welcome, so let me hear from
you.

A Memo from the Secretary . . .
Donna LaCosse

Hello from Indiana! We have had one busy time
since the reunion in August and, I am just thankful to
be alive and upright! 1 guess this is the time of vear for
evervone to be thankful.

The rennion was a great gathering of “guys and
gals™ who celebrate as a big family once a vear. Boston
wais a great place to visit, but I was glad to return home,
Our oldest grandson, Damian works in Boston and it
wias nice to see him and his lady love, Beth in their
adopted city. He and Beth joined uws for dinner on
Thursday and Saturday evenings; on Tuesday and
Friday evenings, they gave us a thumb-nail tour of
Boston and we enjoyved seafood in two delightful
places. He became a member of this Association during
the rennion.

Damian and Beth came to Indiana and were
married October 10 in her home town of Greenfield.
He and Beth grew up in neighboring towns but did not
meet until they began working in Boston, It truly is a
small world.

Bob Capasso, who was the president of the Boston
reunion, has filled these pages with reunion
information. I hope vou enjov all the words and
pictures, as he really worked hard to host this event.

I need to remind you o pay your dues on or before
Januwary 1, 2000, Annual dues members, as well as life
members, might consider sending a donation along to
me so we can pay our bills, Evervthing has gone up
except the price of membership, and the bank account
is petting mighty sparse. The Executive Board gave me
permission to remove money from the Certificate of
Deposit when they met in Boston, but | found out when
I retorned home, the CL} is not doe for remewal until
September 2010 and 1 thought it matored in 20092
Whata shocker! | am holding off cashing the CI antil I
see how the dues and donations come in. Maybe we can
coast by for a few months, but I am not holding my
breath.

Now for some happy news — in July we were

- CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Blood and Fire goes Hi-tech

The Bloed and Fire magarine will now be available
for viewing on the Internet. Each new issue will be
available for viewing at the same time mailing
commences. Additional issues for the past two (2) years
have also been posted to the Internet and can be
viewed.

To access the Blood and Fire, first go to the 63rd
Infantry Division web site at www.bdrdinfdiv.eom and
click on the statement * Blood and Fire [ssues®™.

Individuals wishing to receive their Blood and Fire
Publication electronically should provide their email
address to Donna LaCosse, They will then be notified

when the new issuc is available for viewing. By electing
to view the Bload and Fire on the Internet they will be
saving the Association $Sxx.xx in mailing costs,

Viewing the Bload and Fire clectronically does not
take the place of the 63rd Infantry Division Internct
Newsletter that is transmitted periodically by the
Webmaster. The Internet Newsletter will still be
available.

IT any problems are cncountered while tryving to
view the Bleod and Fire on the Internet, contact the
Webmaster, Fred Clinton at jovelintia comcast.net or
by phone at TO3-751-7548.

Changes to our regular web site notice

Visit the 63rd Infantry Division Web site at
hitz/iwww.b3Irdinfdiv.com to find a detailed history of
the 63rd Infantry Division. Included in the over 580
pages of the web site is a listing of unit awards,
descriptions of battles, a listing of battle and non-battle
deaths, a description and view of all 63rd Infantry
Division memorials and many other items of interest.

There are also over 2800 pictures of 63rd Infantry
Division soldicrs in training, combat and on occupation
duty.

Yiou will also find a list of memorabilia items forsale,
information about reunions and inquiries Trom
members and relatives scarching for information
about members and buddies. There is also an
alphabetical listing, by unit, of active 63rd Infantry
Division Association members, a listing of related web
sites and other information of inferest to velerans.,

Webmaster, Fred Clinton (I 254ih Inf.) is seeking
photos and memorabilia images to be added to the web
site.

Send photos by email to joyelinti@ comeast.net or by
regular mail to Fred Clinton, 102 5, Jenkins Street,
Alexandria, VA 22304, Fred's phone number is 703-

RECEIVED TWO COPIES?

If you received two copies of this issue of the Blood
and Fire, please notify the editor as soon as possible.
You don't need two copies and we dont need the added
L'IPEI'I!“.‘.

Thank vou so much.
Donna LaCosse

T31-T548. All items will be returned when processing
has been completed.

Secretary memo ...

= CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

presented with our second great-granddaughier. Her
name is Briley Alexis and is almost four months
yvounger than our first great-granddaighter, Miley
Marie. With four older great-grandsons, our family is
growing quickly, with three more babics due before
February!

Ed Fowle, his daughter Judy Schafer and their
committee are fast finalizing plans for the (hio reunion
in August, 2000, Hopefully those who could not travel
tor Boston, will find it casier to attend the Ohio event.
We hope to see yvou there, so begin making plans (o
attend. You will receive more information in February.

Enjoy your winter, have a Happy Turkey Day and a
very Merry Christmas,

EXECUTIVE BOARD

All members whose term ended 2009, will stay on
the board with their term ending in 2012,

Howard VanSchoor's Unit is incorrect in the Bloed
and Fire, He should be in S1G 563,

The 2010 National Reunion will take place in (thio -
a hop, skip and jump from Dayton. The place to gather
is the Holiday Inn in Fairborn. Date of the reanion is
August 15-21.
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Members who attended the
Boston Reunion in August 2009

Vernon and Donnis Altherg, C 253, 289 W, Jamison
Cir. £5, Littleton, CO 801 20,

Aliberg's guests: Michael and Virginia Aliberg

Ralph and Beny Altman, K 255, 5355 Demmier Dr.,
Fittshurgh, PA 15237,

Alman s guest: Jerry Pottmeyer

Mario and Gloria Antoci, E 253, 55 Everette Road,
Carmel, NY 10612,

Antoci's guests: James, Joan and Thomas Colombo
= Linda and John Lloyd

Martin and Jo Beer, L 253, 2801 Friendship St
Lowa City, LA 52245,

Beer's damnghter: Connie Kinney:
granddanghters, Sarah and Jessica Kinney.

William Byrnes, 1 254, 9645 Kedvale Ave., Oak
Lawn, IL 60453,

Byroe’s danghter: Mary Fran Collier.

Bob and Jean Capasso, L&R 254, 145 Nichols Si.,
MNorwood, MAD2062,

Tom and Jean Chatham, 63 QM. 74 Darby Cay,
Vero Beach, FIL 32966,

Delbert Conway, F 253, 886 Min. 5t., Apt. 510, E.
Hariford, CT 06108,

Conroy's danghter: Colleen Toscano.

Fred and Auwsdrey Consolmagno, M 254, 210
Blisswood Village Dr., Ludlow, MA 01056,

Alfred M. Diaz, USAKR, 1254 Camino del Sar, San
Diimas, CA 91773,

John Downs, F 254, PO Box 354, Gillmanton, N
03237,

D'own's danghters: Betty Flueckiger and Mary
Ellen Holderbaum.

John and Ruth Erbardi, M 254, 8248 Sunfish Lane,
Mlaineville, OH 45039,

Kenneth and Bonnie Erickson, AT 255, 35373 Creck
.. Wallace, WE 69169,

Erickson’s guests: Mary Jo Hagge and Jill Baker.

Edward and Donna Fowle, Hyg 862, 332 Davton
Ave., Springfield, OH 45506,

Fowle's daughter: Judy Schaeler.

Joseph and Florine Fretias, B 254, 24 Baldwin 51,
Morth Easton, MA 02336,

Karin Froberg-Marzano, Associate, 180 Welsh
Lane, Grandville, OH 43023,

Gale Hammond, FA 863, 4171 Marquis Way, Salt

Beer

Lake Ciiv, UH 84124,

Mike and Jane Jugan, I 253, 1551 Franklin Dr.,
Pottsiown, FA 19465,

Jugan’s guests: Kenand Kathy Bawdorf.

Michael haraffa, H 154, 24 Crystol D, Stoneham,
MADZIEO,

Ernest and Mary Klimek, ID 255, 14060 Henry Raff,
Livonia, M1 48154,

Klimek®s guesis: Famela, Allison and Kathryn
Tomassini.

Al Klingler, B 234, 26609 Leslie Dr, Eucllid, OH
44132,

James Kontowios, Hg 235, 3 Eleanor K., Salem,
MAOL970.

Walter Krul, K 255, 23 Hillside Dr., New York Mills,
NY 13417,

Krul's guests: Walter Jr., Beverly Voss and Rose
Anne Srwedo.

Archic and Ruth Kumasaka, FAB63, 2202 Windows
Dr., Princeton, MJ (8540,

Harold and Donna LaCosse, F 254, PO Box 86,
Moroceo, IN 47903,

LaCosse guests: Damian Iseminger and Beth Fload.

Mark Lindemann, Associate, 14513 Souih Shore
D, Valders, W1 54245,

Vincent Liguoi, T 153, 3029 Via Conquistadores,
Navarre, FL 32566,

Otto Metzger, B 254, 496 County Hi. 360, Mendusa,
NY 12120,

David and Betty AMonigomery, E 255, 114 E.
Buckthorn Rd., Derby, KS 67037,

Montgomery's guests: Jennie and Jim Montgomery
and Daniel Sdhmidr,

Edgar Moutoux, G 153, 5005 E. 82nd St., Apt. 4G,
New York, NY 10028,

Lonise Muleahy, Associate, 22 Allston St., Medford,
MAO2155,

Mulcahv's daughter: Pairicia Palombao,

William Nenner, 1 254, 134 Wesi 13h 56, Deer Park,
MY 11729,

Nenner's guest: Lacille Reisen.

June Nicolson, Associate, 4004 Manhattan Cir,
Sacramenio, CA 95823,

- CONTIMUED 0N PAGE 8
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OUR HISTORY: THEN AND NOW

by Bill Seon, 20-Sep-2009
e-mail: wjsbdl @ comeast.net

I"'misorey that 1 did not get to see many of you at the
Boston reunion. Most of the prablem was a schedunled
operation for my wife during the Angust period that
conflicted with the reanion time. Our main physician
then set that operation for a later time to be set this fall.
Travel was not likely to be easy at all for my wife, so no
irips were planned.

Karin Froberg-Marzano stepped in to do the
rennion duties for me. She was to drive o Boston with a
stop at Carlisle, PA, to deliver some more morning
reports for us to the US Army Heritaze and Education
Center, but that did not happen after her business
schedule did not leave any time for that drive and stop.
The packing of the morning reports did not happenasa
resuli.

We each drove many miles so that as many history
iterns as practical could go with her to Boston on her
Might, That left her with a small inventory for sale
there. Most of it is back here now. The new HE laptop
computer, bought with money in the History Fund,
went with her so she conld show some things that could

not he printed vet for viewing at the rennion. It is now
in her hands for a while. My personal computer which
is like the 63rd one with the Windows 98 had to be
replaced at my expense affer the hard dive gotl
damaged from its years of heavy wse. I s now
connected o the Internet in another room. with no
connection iothe 63rd deskiop PC,

Most of my time for the 63rd is spent sorting 63rd
morning reports, answering new questions over the
Internet and phone, editing rosters and the address Gle,
along with Alling orders after telling people what is
most important. The main sowrce of castomers for
history items is now the descendants of 63rd men. It has
been difficuli for many men to talk about the combai
months, so now the contacts are mostly from the new
generations.

I am trying to control the inventory of fems, hat
some ilems need to be Kept in stock big enough for all
the kinds of orders. The record for orders and the
checking goes back to mid 1993, when a checking
acconni was needed to control the money Tow,

Reunion proposal: Nebraska for 2011

Bonnie and Kenneth Erickson have done a lot of
“leg work™ for the good of the Association, and are
proposing North Platte, Nebraska be considered a
rennion site for 2011,

Bonnie presented this proposal at both the
Execative Council and the Men’s Business meetings
hield at the Boston rennion.

Ome other proposal, presented hy Archie
Kumasaka, suggested the reanion be held in historical
New Jersev.

After a show of hands, members indicated they
favored Nebraska over New Jersey, however, this
proposal needs to come before the members doring the
2010 rennion before a definite site can be determined.

Both Erickson and Kumasaka were asked to submil
their proposals for publication in the November issue
of the Blood and Fire, Erickson submitted her plan;
Kuomasaka did not. Perhaps he will have more
information later and can have his proposal pablished
in the February issue of this magazine.

Now is when reality sets in! Hotels need to know “for
sure” when a groap is coming for a three or four day

stay and they need to Know at least a vear in advance,
This Association needs to allow Erickson time o
register their name on this hotel so we can be assured a
place tosleep when August 2011 arrives.

Sinee the show of hands in Boston FTavored Nebraska
as the site of the 2011 rennion, the new President,
Edward Fowle, is giving Erickson permission to
complete the paper-work for hosting the 20011 rennion
in Nebraska.

Dates for the rennion will he Wednesday, August 10,
2011 uniil Saturday, August 13. The hotel chosen is
Motel Quality Inn and Sweites at North Platte,
MNebraska, located at I-80 and Highway 83,

The Ericksons have submitted a suzgestion of tours
and other activities which will he Teatured in another
issne of the Blood and Fire.

Too much information at ihis time couwld be
confusing when plans for the 2000 reunion are also
being featured in this issue of the magazine.

Please remember = 2010 in Fairborn, Ohio; 2001 in
Morth Platte, Nebhraska.
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Members attending . . .

Nicolson's guests: Scott Nicolson and his son.

Iyavid and Kuth Pardoe, AT 255, 25 Sampson R,
Huntington, MA 01050,

Pardoe gaests: William and Nancy Pardoe.

Richard Parrack, Associate, 260 Sherbrook Blvi.,
Upper Darby, PA 19082,

Richard’s brother: Robert Parrack.

Domenick and Mae Pecchia, H 255, 8550 Grand
Ave, #4072, River Grove, IL&01T1.

Margaret vonPente, Associate, 110 Hasbhrouck R,
Goshen, NY 10924,

Jaclyn Potts, Associate, 327 W, First 51, Springfield,
OH, 45504,

Pott’s guests: Brian Potts and Angie Potts,

Dorothy Richards, Associate, 61 Arlinglon Ave,
Anborn, NY 13021.

Cruest: John Sawam.

Robert Roberison, RRC, 4235 Yorkiown Ave., Los
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Adamitos, CADOTI0,

Ruth Sandbrink, Associate, B09 Westside Dr.,
Anrora, 1N 47001,

Ruth's danghter: Barbara Elder.

Sam Spangler, Hy Yhn 254, 300°W, Canterbary Dr.,
Winchester, VA 22603,

Graests: Richard, Melanie, Eric, Clare and Calam
Lewis.

Steve and Margaret Stetzko, Hq 2bn 254, 309 A
Rtyiders La, Milltown, NI 08850,

Rev, Vincent Stratton, H 254, 981 Kathryo 51,
Indiana, PA 15701,

Sam and Han Sue, K 255, 1035 West Dir., Norih
Merrick, NY 11566,

James and Carolyn Tavler, F 254, 237 Carolina
Mdws Villa, Chapel Hill, NC 27517,

Howard and Elsie Van Schoor, S1G 563, 8192 Foresi
Lane, Mentor, OH 44060,

Stateside

by Harald (' Neill, 83 Signal

The two story barracks had two sergeant’s rooms on
ecach Moor while the rest of us had banks in a2 common
room. Two sergeants sharing an upstairs room usually
came in roaring drunk at two in the morning. They
turned the lights on, damped sleepers on the Ooor and
blasted on a bugle one thought he could play. Allter a
sciffle that Jeft some with black eves, bleeding noses
and several smashed bunks, the pair were tied up and
left mnder a cold shower nntil dawn. This only had a
temporary effect. The next time they bronght a dozen
friends and the brawl bromght the MPMs. Under
company punishment the whole barrack lost all passes
and drew exira daty,

Word came thar the two sergeants were to he
transferred as cadre for anoiher division. Revenge
would have to be guick. While several offered the
sergeants free iguor and told them how we would miss
them, others worked swifily in their room. The lights
were disabled, the windows painted black and nailed
shut, and the doorknobs fved to come apart. As soon as
they were stumbling drunk they were pat 1o bed by us,
ilyeir buddies. When snores indicaied a sound sleep, six
stray dogs lured by hamburger were put in the room.
The door was nailed shut and we waited.

Sometime alter midaight, one of the sergeants awoke
with a heavy weight on his chest. He tried to move and it

growled at him. He arose screaming as a heavy, furry
shape knocked him down. The lights wouldn't work
amd the door would not open. His buddy was yelling and
cursing as dozs barked and dashed around the small
room. They finally broke a window and got out on the
rivnf,

A final tonch = they both had Meas!

Oops!
I Goofed!!

Well, 1 goofed again!! I conldn’t goof in just one
publication like the May issue of the Blood and Fire, but
I managed to doit againin the Sonvenir Ad book.

The story, A Combat Medics® Escape and Escapades,
beginning on page 20, was written by Bill Shier, Med
253

At the hotiom of every page in the Souvenir Book, 1
told you this was the 60th rennion and that was a really
hig “hoo-boo™, the reonion in Bosion was the 6lsi
anniversary for our Associafion.

Il there were other mistakes, [ am not aware of them,
so“catehme up™ ifyon fnd one!






